
 

EBSA BRIEFING: ORGANIZING REGIONAL WORKSHOPS TO DESCRIBE 

ECOLOGICALLY OR BIOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT MARINE AREAS (EBSAs) 

Sunday, 29 April 2012, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m., ICAO Building, CR6 

BRIEFING NOTE 

 

I. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

1. The Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, at its tenth meeting, 

requested the Executive Secretary to work with Parties and other Governments as well as competent 

organizations and regional initiatives, such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), regional seas conventions and action plans, and, where appropriate, regional fisheries 

management organizations (RFMOs), with regards to fisheries management, to organize, including the 

setting of terms of references, subject to the availability of financial resources, a series of regional 

workshops, before a future meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice (SBSTTA) prior to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, with 

a primary objective to facilitate the description of ecologically or biologically significant marine areas 

through application of scientific criteria in annex I of decision IX/20 as well as  other relevant compatible 

and complementary nationally and intergovernmentally agreed scientific criteria, as well as the scientific 

guidance on the identification of marine areas beyond national jurisdiction, which meet the scientific 

criteria in annex I to decision IX/20 (paragraph 36, decision X/29).   

2. Pursuant to the above request, regional workshops to describe EBSAs have been convened by the 

Executive Secretary for the Western South Pacific as well as Wider Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic 

regions, and by the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic 

(OSPAR) and the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) in collaboration with the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity for the North East Atlantic region. These 

workshops described areas that meet scientific criteria for EBSAs and other relevant criteria, and also 

identified future needs for scientific collaboration and capacity-building to further elaborate the 

description of EBSAs in each region.  

3. The Executive Secretary is also planning regional workshops in the following regions: (i) Indian 

Ocean (Mauritius, 30 July – 3 August, 2012, in collaboration with FAO); (ii) Eastern Tropical and 

Temperate Pacific (Galapagos, Ecuador, 27 – 31 August 2012, in collaboration with CPPS); (iii) North 

Pacific (Russia, TBD 2012); and (iv) South-east Atlantic (TBD, 2013).  

II. PURPOSE OF THE BRIEFING 

4. In order to closely collaborate with Parties and other Governments as well as competent 

organizations and regional initiatives in convening the planned regional workshops, the Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity is convening this briefing session, in an informal setting, for 

participants in the sixteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice.  

5. This briefing note contains the details of organizing regional workshops, including the 

nomination/selection of experts; development of the workshop terms of reference, provisional agenda and 
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organization of work; compilation, synthesis and mapping of scientific information for the workshop; and 

engaging regional/international scientific partnerships. 

 

III. ORGANIZATION OF EBSA REGIONAL WORKSHOPS 

 

1. Western South Pacific regional workshop 
 
Summary 

 

 Official title of the regional workshop: Western South Pacific Regional workshop to Facilitate the 

Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) 

 Date: 22-25 November 2011 

 Venue: Nadi, Fiji 

 Hosting organization: Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 

 Technical Support: Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 

through the Government of Australia 

 Funding source: Government of Japan, through the Japan Biodiversity Fund 

 Notifications issued: 2011-07-22  (call for nominations: 2011-136); 2011-08-29 (reminder call for 

nominations: 2011-160); 2011-10-11 (request to submit scientific information in support of the 

workshop objectives: 2011-198) 

 Notification to: CBD National Focal Points and SBSTTA Focal Points in Western South Pacific 

Region; other Governments; competent organizations and regional initiatives 

 Number of workshop participants (i.e., Parties, organizations, SCBD resource persons):  35 

Nomination/selection of experts 

 CBD Parties in the region/SPREP members invited to submit nomination: Australia, Cook 

Islands,  Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, France (includes French Polynesia, New Caledonia, 

Wallis and Futuna), Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New 

Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, USA (includes American Samoa, Guam, 

Northern Mariana Islands), Vanuatu; 

 CBD Parties in the region/SPREP members that submitted a nomination: American Samoa 

Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, France/New Caledonia, Kiribati, Federated States of Micronesia, 

New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 

 CBD Parties in the region/SPREP members that attended the workshop: American Samoa 

Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, France/New Caledonia, Kiribati, Federated States of Micronesia, 

New Zealand, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 

Development of the workshop terms of reference, provisional agenda, and organization of work 

The draft terms of reference, provisional agenda and organization of work were prepared in consultation 

with the hosting organization (SPREP) and the technical support team (CSIRO/Australia), circulated to 

all the Parties and other Governments and adopted by the workshop:  

 Terms of reference (circulated with notification 2011-136 and attached as appendix 1) 
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 Provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WSPAC/1/1, made available on the CBD website 

at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-01-en.pdf 

and attached as appendix 2) 

 Organization of work (UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WSPAC/1/1/Add.1, made available on the CBD 

website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-01-

add1-en.pdf and attached as appendix 3) 

Compilation, synthesis and mapping of scientific information for the workshop 

Data compiled (Compilation of Submissions of Scientific Information to Describe EBSAs in the Western 

South Pacific Region, UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WSPAC/1/2, made available on the CBD website at 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-02-en.pdf ): 

 GOODS Biogeography 

 Biological Data: Important Bird Areas, seabird densities, interactions between tuna and 

seamounts, catches of commercial pelagic species—tuna, marlin, swordfish, other—patterns 

of turtle movements, predictions of deep sea corals, OBIS data, all species—shallow species, 

deep species, mammals, turtles, IUCN Red List Species—historical whale catches;  

 Physical Data: seamount locations, global seascapes, distribution of canyons, vents and seeps, 

physical ocean climatologies (temperature climatology, salinity climatology, oxygen 

climatology, nitrate climatology, silicate climatology, phosphate climatology, sea surface 

altimetry, SeaWiFS chlorophyll-a concentration, VGPM Global Ocean Productivity, mixed 

layer depth climatology, frontal index, eddy kinetic energy, summary of currents; 

In addition, scientific information was submitted prior to the workshop by: Fiji and New Caledonia and 

attached to the document indicated above, which is also attached as appendix 4.  

 

Engaging regional/international organizations 

 Organizations that attended the workshop: SPREP, International Seabed Authority (ISA), Ocean 

Biogeographic Information System (OBIS)/IOC–UNESCO, IUCN Regional Office for Oceania, 

University of the South Pacific (USP), Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Permanent 

Commission for the South Pacific, Global Ocean Biodiversity Initiative (GOBI), Commonwealth 

Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO), BirdLife International, Conservation 

International Pacific Islands Program, and Wildlife Conservation 

 

Official recognition of EBSA process by regional partner 

Pacific Regional Environment Programme Strategic Plan  2011-1015, page 21, attached as appendix 5. 

 

2. Wider Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic regional workshop 
 
Summary 

 

 Official title of the regional workshop: Wider Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas 

(EBSAs) 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-01-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-01-add1-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-01-add1-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wspac-01/official/rwebsa-wspac-01-02-en.pdf


4 

 

 Date: 28 February to 2 March 2012 

 Venue: Recife, Brazil 

 Hosting country: Brazil 

 Technical Support: GOBI expert commissioned by the SCBD 

 Co-organizer: United Nations Environment Programme – Caribbean Environment Programme 

(UNEP-CEP)  

 Funding sources: European Commission,  Government of Brazil, and the Government of Japan 

through the Japan Biodiversity Fund 

 Notifications issued:  7 September 2011 (call for nominations: 2011-166); 2 November 2011 

(reminder call for nominations: 2011-207); 3 January 2012 (request to submit scientific 

information in support of the workshop objectives: 2012-001) 

 Notification to: CBD National Focal Points and SBSTTA Focal Points in Greater Caribbean and 

Western Mid-Atlantic Region; other Governments; competent organizations and regional 

initiatives 

 Number of workshop participants (i.e., Parties, organizations, SCBD resource persons):  51 

 

Nomination/selection of experts 

 CBD Parties in the region/CEP member states/SPAW Protocol signatories, in addition to Brazil, 

invited to submit nomination: Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Aruba (Netherlands), Bahamas, 

Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Cayman Islands (UK), Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, 

Dominican Republic, France (French Guyana), Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 

Jamaica, Mexico, Monserrat (UK), Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles, Nicaragua, Panama, Saint 

Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Turks and Caicos Islands  (UK), UK, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, USA, Venezuela 

 CBD Parties in the region/ CEP member states/SPAW Protocol signatories, in addition to Brazil, 

that submitted a nomination: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda/United Kingdom, 

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, French Guiana/France, 

Guatemala, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Saint 

Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Venezuela (Bolivarian 

Republic of), United States of America 

 Countries that attended the workshop: Barbados, Belize, Bermuda/United Kingdom, Brazil, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, French Guiana/France, Guatemala, Guyana, 

Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), United States 

of America 

 

Development of the workshop terms of reference, provisional agenda and organization of work 

The draft terms of reference, provisional agenda and organization of work were prepared in consultation 

with the hosting country (Brazil) and the technical support team (GOBI expert commissioned by the 

SCBD), circulated to all the Parties and other Governments prior to the workshop, and adopted by the 

workshop:  

 Terms of reference (circulated with notification 2011-166 and attached as appendix 1) 
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 Provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WCAR/1/1, made available on the CBD website at: 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-01-en.pdf and 

attached as appendix 6) 

 Organization of work (included in Annotations to the Provisional Agenda, 

UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WCAR/1/1/Add.1, made available on the CBD website at: 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-01-add1-en.pdf 

and attached as appendix 7) 

 

Compilation, synthesis and mapping of scientific information for the workshop 

Data compiled (Compilation of Submissions of Scientific Information to Describe EBSAs in the Wider 

Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic Region, UNEP/CBD/RW/EBSA/WCAR/1/2, made available on the 

CBD website at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-02-

en.pdf ): 

 Biogeography: Global Open Ocean and Deep Seabed (GOODS) biogeographic classification, 

Marine Ecoregions of the World (MEOW), Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs), Longhurst 

Marine Provinces;  

 Biological Data: distribution of coral reefs, seagrasses and mangroves, historical whale 

captures, catches of commercial pelagic species, turtle tagging data aggregated by OBIS-

SEAMAP, SWOT/WIDECAST nesting beaches,  Ocean Biogeographic Information System 

(OBIS) data  (all species, mammals, turtles, shallow species, deep species, IUCN Red List 

species), predictions of deep sea corals, Important Bird Areas; 

 Physical Data: seamounts, vents and seeps,  bathymetry (GEBCO), distribution of large 

submarine canyons, total sediment thickness of the world’s oceans & marginal seas, global 

seascapes, physical ocean climatologies (temperature climatology, salinity climatology, 

oxygen climatology, nitrate climatology, silicate climatology, phosphate climatology, mixed 

layer depth climatology, sea surface height, VGPM Global Ocean Productivity, SeaWiFS 

chlorophyll-a concentration, eddy kinetic energy, sea surface temperature front probability, 

summary of currents; 

In addition, scientific information was submitted prior to the workshop by: Brazil, Corporation for the 

Sustainable Development of the Archipelago of San Andres, Old Providence and Santa Catalina 

(CORALINA), Dominica, French Guiana, Grenada, Guatemala, Jamaica, Nicaragua, St. Lucia, Sargasso 

Sea Alliance, NOAA, CRFM Secretariat, Colombia, Universidad Federal de Pernambuco, Dominican 

Republic, FAO, Guatemala, Honduras, Netherlands, CARICOM Secretariat, Caribbean Marine Protected 

Area Management (CaMPAM) Network and Forum  and attached to the document indicated above, 

which is also attached as appendix 8. 

Engaging competent regional/international organizations 

 Organizations that attended the workshop: BirdLife International, Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) Secretariat, United Nations Environment Programme – Caribbean Environment 

Programme, Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Network and Forum/Gulf and Caribbean 

Fisheries Institute, Caribbean Regional fisheries Mechanism Secretariat (CRFM), Ocean 

Biogeographic Information System (OBIS), SEAMAP, Corporation for the Sustainable 

Development of the Archipelago of San Andres, Old Providence and Santa Catalina 

(CORALINA), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global Ocean 

Biodiversity Initiative (GOBI), Institute of Marine Affairs (Trinidad and Tobago), Sargasso Sea 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-01-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-01-add1-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-02-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/rwebsa-wcar-01/official/rwebsa-wcar-01-02-en.pdf
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Alliance, Universidad Federal de Pernambuco, University of the West Indies, Wider Caribbean 

Sea Turtle Conservation Trust (WIDECAST) 

 
Official recognition of EBSA process by regional partner 

The next meeting of Parties to the SPAW Protocol and Cartagena Convention, which are held biennially, 

is expected to develop recommendations or decisions on EBSAs (October 2012). 

 
 

3. Regional workshops being convened after SBSTTA 16 
 

3.1 Southern Indian Ocean regional workshop 

 Official title of the regional workshop: Southern Indian Ocean Regional Workshop to Facilitate 

the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs)  

 Date: 30 July to 3 August, 2012 

 Venue: Mauritius (to be determined) 

 Collaborating organization : FAO (to be convened in collaboration with FAO’s Indian Ocean 

regional workshop on VMEs database) 

 Technical Support: Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 

through the Government of Australia 

 Funding sources: Government of Japan through Japan Biodiversity Fund 

 Notification issued: 25 April 2012 (call for nominations: 2012-059)  

3.2 Eastern Tropical and Temperate regional workshop 

 Official title of the regional workshop: Eastern Tropical and Temperate Pacific Southern Indian 

Ocean Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically 

Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) 

 Date: 27-31 August 2012 

 Venue: Galapágos Islands, Ecuador  

 Hosting organization: Secretariat of the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS) 

 Funding sources: Government of Japan through Japan Biodiversity Fund 

 Notification issued: 26 April 2012 

 

Official recognition of EBSA process by regional partner 

ACTA DE LA XVIII REUNIÓN DE LA AUTORIDAD GENERAL DEL PLAN DE ACCIÓN PARA 

LA PROTECCIÓN DEL MEDIO MARINO Y ÁREAS COSTERAS DEL PACÍFICO SUDESTE 

1 de marzo de 2012. Guayaquil, Ecuador, attached as appendix 9 

 

3.3 North Pacific regional workshop 

 

 In communication with the Government of Russia for their potential hosting of a regional 

workshop in December 2012. 

 

4. Other relevant information 

Official recognition of EBSA process by OSPAR 
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 Agenda item 20, Meeting of the OSPAR Commission, London, 20-24 June 2011, attached as 

appendix 10 

 Bergen Statement, Meeting of the OSPAR Commission, Bergen, 20-24 September 2010, section 

30, attached as appendix 11 

Official recognition of EBSA process by Contracting Parties to the Mediterranean Action Plan for 

the Barcelona Convention  

 Paris Declaration from 7th Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention and 

its Protocols to take place on 8 - 10 February 2012 in Paris, France, attached as appendix 12 


































































































































