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The Convention on Wetlands came into force for Liberia on 2 November 2003. Liberia 

presently has 5 sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance, with a surface 

area of 95,879 hectares. 
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Gbedin Wetlands.24/08/06; Nimba; 25 ha; 07°16'N 008°48'W. Situated in the north of Liberia, 

the area is largely a swamp, also including a man-made wetland with irrigation system that 

includes channels, ditches, dams and drainages. The paddy fields provide a good feeding ground 

for many bird species including Palaearctic and Nearctic migrants as well as resident breeders 

such as the Plover Charadriusdubius, Bar-Godwit Limosalapponica and the Forbes' Plover C. 

forbesi. The endemic otter shrew Micropotamogalelamottei also occurs in the area. The 

suitability of the swamp for rice cultivation prompted the government in 1960 to solicit technical 

assistance to introduce modern agricultural methods to local rice farmers in order to discourage 

shifting cultivation. The project, the Gbedin Swamp Rice Project, has employed a large number 

of local people, especially up to the onset of the civil war in 1990. The site is currently used for 

subsistence farming (rice), hunting and fishing, while the surroundings are used for logging and 

mining, as well as multiple crop farming. The use of fertilizers and pesticides are potential 

threats. In November 2005 elementary students were asked by the Ramsar CEPA focal point to 

depict the wise use concept through arts. Ramsar site no. 1628. Most recent RIS information: 

2006. 

Kpatawee Wetlands.24/08/06; Bong; 835 ha; 07°07'N 009°38'W.Kpatawee waterfall falls 

within the rainforest zone of Liberia, as a branch of the St. John River, one of the six major rivers 

in the country. While the river erodes the valley in its upper sections, it accumulates sand and 

gravel downstream, leaving patches of bare land along its course, which provide wintering 

grounds for large numbers of common Sandpipers and Palaearctic migrant species such as Little 

Ringed Plover and Greenshanks. The endangered Three-cusped Pangolin and Water Chevrotain 

occur at the site, too. The villagers value this area as a picnic ground, for hosting meetings, 

workshops and retreats, but the area and its resources are also used for palm wine production, 

hunting, fishing, basket making, bathing and other domestic uses. Within the site, the  


