
 

 
                                 

 

   
 

Appendix 

Template for Submission of Scientific Information  

to Describe Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas 

Note: Please DO NOT embed tables, graphs, figures, photos, or other artwork within the text 

manuscript, but please send these as separate files. Captions for figures should be included at the end 

of the text file, however.  

 

Title/Name of the area: Blue Bay Marine Park, Mauritius 

 

Presented by Mrs.  Mira D Hurbungs 

Divisional Scientific Officer,  Marine Conservation Division,  

Mr Ravi D C Mohit, Scientific Officer 

Email  mhurbungs@mail.gov.mu 

            rdmohit@mail.gov.mu 

Ph:      2384100/4829 

Ministry of Fisheries Mauritius 

Abstract The Blue Bay Marine Park, was proclaimed National Park in October 1997, and 

then  declared a Marine Protected Area and designated as a Marine Park in 2000 under the 

Fisheries and Marine Resources Act 1998. the second Wetland of International Importance 

(RAMSAR Site) for Mauritius It is located in the South East of Mauritius and extends over 

an area of 353 hectares (3.5 km
2)

.  The Blue Bay Marine Park is known for its diverse and 

rich fauna and flora especially the corals, mainly for a brain coral of diameter 6-7metres. 108 

species ( 33 genus)of coral , 233 fish species , 201 species of molluscs were inventoried in 

2012.  …The Fisheries and Marine Resources (Marine Protected Areas) Regulations 2001 

provide for the control, surveillance and sustainable management of the various permissible 

activities within the park through zoning plan, enforcement of the law, permit system, 

education, campaigns and research & monitoring .  

Introduction 

The Blue Bay Marine Park, located in the South East of Mauritius was proclaimed National 

Park under the Wildlife and National Parks Act 1993 in October 1997. It was declared a 

Marine Protected Area and designated a Marine Park in June 2000 under the Fisheries and 

Marine Resources Act 1998. In January 2008, it was officially nominated as the second 
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Wetland of International Importance (RAMSAR Site) for Mauritius. The total area of the 

Marine Park is 353 hectares; it includes the lagoon starting from Pointe Corps de Garde as its 

northernmost point up to Pointe Vacoas, its southernmost point and extends about one 

kilometre seaward from the reef crest.  The depth of the park varies from 1 to 150m metres. 

  

The Blue Bay Marine Park is known for its diverse and rich fauna and flora especially the 

corals, mainly for a brain coral of diameter 6-7metres. 108 species ( 33 genus)of coral , 233 

fish species , 201 species of molluscs were inventoried in 2012. 

 

Blue Bay being a popular tourist spot and the most favourite beach in the southern part of 

Mauritius is extensively used for recreational purposes. It is estimated that more than one 

hundred thousand visitors including Mauritian and foreign nationals visit the park every year. 

The various recreational activities that are carried out in the park are: (i) scuba diving and 

snorkelling, (ii) non-motorised surface water sports such as wind surfing, sailing, water 

skiing, paddle boats, kayak, (iii) swimming, (iv) boating activities such as glass bottom boats, 

boats transporting divers and snorkellers, boat transporting visitors into and outside the 

boundaries of the park, (v) recreational fishing with pole and line along part of the coast, and 

(vi) fishing using pole and line and basket trap beyond the  fringing reef. 

 

Under the UNDP/ GEF/ GoM funded project “ Partnership for marine protected areas in 

Mauritius and Rodrigues” which ended in March 2012, the following documents are 

available for the blue bay Marine Park: Draft management plan of the Blue Bay Marine Park, 

Carrying capacity study of the park and  the Inventory of the Park.  

Location 

 The Blue Bay Marine Park is located in the South east of Mauritius, stretching from Pointe 

Corps de Garde in the north to Pointe Vacoas in the south.  It is bounded as follows: 

Towards the east: starting from point 1019589mE.972579mN on the seashore.  The boundary 

runs along an imaginary line bearing angle 153
0 

26’ up to the coral reef and thence in the 

same direction to a point 1km from the coral reef. 
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Towards the south : from the last mentioned point the boundary runs along another imaginary 

line parallel to and at a distance of 1km from the coral reef to a ppoint on a third imaginary 

line bearing an angle of 135
0 

from a point at 1017971mE on the seashore. 

Towards the west: From the last mentioned point, the boundary runs along the said imaginary 

line parallel to the seashore. 

Towards the north: From the last mentioned point, the boundary follows generally northeast 

along the seashore up to the starting point. 

 

The park is located within national jurisdiction.  state if the area is wholly or partly in an area that is 

subject to a submission to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf) 

 

Zoning map of the Blue Bay Marine Park 

 

Feature description of the proposed area 

Two types of reefs are found in the park, fringing reef and patch reef. The fringing reef 

extends from Pointe Corps de Garde to Pointe Vacoas and is opened midway by a pass. The 

overall length of the reef is about 3 km. The reef flat is narrow (10m) and composed of dead 

corals and coral rubble. The fore reef slope is characterised by several grooves consisting of 

basaltic rocks and boulders. The patch reef of the park is spectacular, ranking among the best 

in the world because of its luxuriant coral growth. Dense growths of table corals, cactus 

corals, stag-horn corals, brain corals and fire corals alternate and compete for space. The 

patch reef is the only location in Mauritius where convoluted Montipora aequituberculata 

has been recorded. The coral species diversity is high with at least 38 different species 

recorded, representing 28 genera and 15 families. Surveys carried out so far, have revealed 

the presence of 72 fish species representing 41 genera and 31 families. Commercial species 

and many reef fish, including those that have a schooling behaviour, are present in the park. 

Other marine fauna present in the park are 7 species of echinoderms, 8 species of molluscs, 4 

species of crustaceans, 4 species of sponges, 2 species of nudibranchs, 4 species of 

holothurians and 1 species of turtle. Marine flora include four species of sea grass namely 

Halodule uninervis, Halophila ovalis, H. stipulacea and Syringodium isoetifolium. Thirty-one 

species of algae representing 26 genera and three families have been recorded. Among these, 

there is a predominance Halimeda sp., Ulva sp., Gracillaria sp. and Avrainvillea sp. Two 
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species of mangroves, namely Rhizophora mucronata and Brugeira Gymnorhiza are found 

scattered along the inter-tidal region of the south western part of the park. 

 

The M/ Fisheries has a long term monitoring programme for both marine ecosystem and 

water quality at permanent sites around the island of which BBMP is one.  Monitoring of the 

coral reef, algae, sea grass ecosystems, visual fish census and other marine invertebrates are 

carried out on an annual basis. Five permanent stations have been established, the first one is 

located in the back reef, the second and the third in the Strict Conservation Zone A, the fourth 

in the sea grass beds of the Strict Conservation Zone B and the last in the algal communities 

of the Conservation Zone. A combination of Line Intercept Transect and quadratic methods 

are used to collect data during monitoring exercises. Monitoring of water quality is also 

carried out on a bi-annual basis. Water samples are collected out at different stations and 

parameters such as nitrate, phosphate, biological oxygen demand, and chemical oxygen 

demand, dissolved oxygen, total and faecal coli forms and pH among others are determined. 

 

Processed data are available in annual reports of the Ministry .  The most recent document 

availabale on the biodiversity of the BBMP is the report of the inventory carried out under 

the UNDP/ GEF/ GOM funded project “ Partnership for marine protected areas in Mauritius 

and Rodrigues” which ended in March 2012 

Feature condition and future outlook of the proposed area 

(Description of the current condition of the area – is this static, declining, improving, what are the 

particular vulnerabilities? Any planned research/programmes/investigations?) 

BBMP is bordered north and south by the much larger Grand Port Fishing Reserve (1,828 

ha). Blue Bay Marine Park will need to be managed together with the ecologically important 

Grand Port Fishing Reserve. When managing BBMP over the years it is important to take a 

broader landscape or watershed approach as what happens in the watershed can greatly affect 

the marine ecosystem.  BBMP harbours a marine ecosystem that is rich in marine fauna and 

flora especially in terms of its coral assemblage.. However, this rich biodiversity is under 

tremendous pressures from watershed pollution in particular.  The coral communities in the 

park have suffered enormously through coral bleaching events over the past 10 years.  The 

report of the study on the carrying capacity of the park carried out under the UNDP/ GEF/ 
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GOM funded project “ Partnership for marine protected areas in Mauritius and Rodrigues” 

which ended in March 2012 says that as Blue Bay drains a large surrounding area consisting 

of large tracts of human development on the east side of the marine park, and sugarcane 

fields on the west side may serve as potential sources of nutrient and sediment input at 

multiple locations along the marine park’s shoreline.   

 

The Ministry of Fisheries already has an on-going monitoring programme for ecosystem 

research and water quality.  The reports submitted under the the UNDP/ GEF/ GOM funded 

project “ Partnership for marine protected areas in Mauritius and Rodrigues” still need 

approval of government and these reports would be used as tools for management, 

conservation, and , protection of the rich biodiversity of the park. 
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Assessment of the area against CBD EBSA Criteria  

(Discuss the area in relation to each of the CBD criteria and relate the best available science.  Note 

that a candidate EBSA may qualify on the basis of one or more of the criteria, and that the boundaries 

of the EBSA need not be defined with exact precision. And modeling may be used to estimate the 

presence of EBSA attributes. Please note where there are significant information gaps) 

 

CBD EBSA 

Criteria 

(Annex I to 

decision 

IX/20) 

Description 

(Annex I to decision IX/20) 
Ranking of criterion relevance  

(please mark one column with an X) 

Don’t 

Know 

Low Some High 

Uniqueness 

or rarity 

Area contains either (i) unique (“the only 

one of its kind”), rare (occurs only in few 

locations) or endemic species, populations or 

communities, and/or (ii) unique, rare or 

distinct, habitats or ecosystems; and/or (iii) 

unique or unusual geomorphological or 

oceanographic features. 

   X 

Explanation for ranking 

The Blue Bay Marine Park is known for its diverse and rich fauna and flora especially the 

corals, mainly for a brain coral of diameter 6-7metres. 108 species ( 33 genus)of coral , 233 

fish species , 201 species of molluscs were inventoried in 2012.  … 

 

 

Special 

importance 

for life-

history stages 

of species 

Areas that are required for a population to 

survive and thrive. 
X    

Explanation for ranking 

Unsure about the type of information required 

 

Importance 

for 

threatened, 

endangered 

or declining 

species 

and/or 

habitats 

Area containing habitat for the survival and 

recovery of endangered, threatened, 

declining species or area with significant 

assemblages of such species. 

  X  

Explanation for ranking 

The marine park has 34 habitats of which 9 (33% of the area) are habitats of strong 

patrimonial interest because of (i) a high diversity, (ii) the functional function of habitat, (iii) 

the scarcity in the scale of Mascarene or even South West Indian Ocean and / or finally (iv) 

additional interest (geomorphology, educational, landscape, etc.). The deep pass, the outer 

reef slope of barrier reef and protected fringing reef, the barrier reef flat, shallow terrace with 

construction, bay with construction and mangrove habitats are habitats with a strong 

patrimonial interest and cover 33% of Blue Bay Marine Park. 
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Vulnerability, 

fragility, 

sensitivity, or 

slow recovery 

Areas that contain a relatively high 

proportion of sensitive habitats, biotopes or 

species that are functionally fragile (highly 

susceptible to degradation or depletion by 

human activity or by natural events) or with 

slow recovery. 

   X 

Explanation for ranking 

The marine park has 34 habitats of which 9 (33% of the area) are habitats of strong 

patrimonial interest because of (i) a high diversity, (ii) the functional function of habitat, (iii) 

the scarcity in the scale of Mascarene or even South West Indian Ocean and / or finally (iv) 

additional interest (geomorphology, educational, landscape, etc.). The deep pass, the outer 

reef slope of barrier reef and protected fringing reef, the barrier reef flat, shallow terrace with 

construction, bay with construction and mangrove habitats are habitats with a strong 

patrimonial interest and cover 33% of Blue Bay Marine Park. 

Biological 

productivity 

Area containing species, populations or 

communities with comparatively higher 

natural biological productivity. 

X    

Explanation for ranking 

Unsure about the type of information required 

Biological 

diversity 

Area contains comparatively higher diversity 

of ecosystems, habitats, communities, or 

species, or has higher genetic diversity. 

   X 

Explanation for ranking 

Species richness of the different taxa sampled is generally high considering the small size of 

the site and the lack of sampling in outer reef slopes exposed to the ocean (due to weather 

conditions). Coral diversity (108 species in total) is particularly high in outer slopes exposed 

to the ocean, barrier reef flat, shallow terrace with hard bottom and deep terrace with 

construction. For fish (233 species in total), the diversity is the highest in the barrier reef’s 

reef flat and outer slope and in terrace with hard bottom. Mollusks diversity (201 species in 

total) is the highest in the barrier reef flat, outer slope of the exposed to ocean fringing reef, 

shallow terrace with construction and bay without construction (soft bottom). 

Indeed, despite its small size (2.7 km2 including 2,3 km2 of reef area), the Blue Bay Marine 

Park has a high diversity of habitats (including habitats with strong patrimonial interest) that 

leads to a high diversity of marine fauna and flora, justifying the implementation of a MPA in 

Blue Bay.  

Naturalness Area with a comparatively higher degree of 

naturalness as a result of the lack of or low 

level of human-induced disturbance or 

degradation. 

   X 

Explanation for ranking 

Though fishing activities with pole and line and basket traps are allowed in the multiple use zone ( off 

lagoon) level of human-induced disturbance or degradation is low and the area harbours a high 

degree of biodiversity in terms of coral species. 
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including where these are located; information pertaining to relevant audio/visual material, video, 

models, etc.) 
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Maps and Figures 

 

Satellite Image of BBMP 



Please note that this template is provided to facilitate information submission on a voluntary basis, 

only when the information provider finds this template appropriate. If the available information does 

not fit the format of this template, information can be submitted in another format, in consultation 

with the Secretariat. 

 

9 

 

 

Zoning map of the Blue Bay Marine Park 
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Map of the Blue Bay MP and surroundings 

Rights and permissions  

Contact person: 

Mr D Mauree,  Director of Fisheries  

4
th
 Level, LIC Building, Port Louis. 

dmauree@mail.gov.mu, Ph : + 230 2087989 
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