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In relation to the Marine environment around Greenland it is relevant to mentioned that over the past
decade considerable effort has been invested in identifying marine areas and coastlines vulnerable to oil
spills as well as key habitats, migration routes, and the population size and ecology of sensitive species
and resources in Greenland, resulting in a number of strategic environmental impact assessments (SEIAS)
for hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation activities. The SEIAs are conducted for the Greenland
Bureau of Minerals and Petroleum by scientific environmental institutions (Danish Center for
Environment and Energy, Arhus University (formerly the Danish National Environmental Research
Institute, NERI and the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources). The SEIAs build on peer-reviewed
scientific literature and supplementary scientific studies. Each SEIA states the sources to primary
literature. Through recent years these SEIAs have been used as platform for different initiatives to
identify valuable ecosystems and biodiversity areas and we find these reports relevant to submit as
scientific baseline information for that part of the Arctic.

Two recent parallel studies that build on the SEIAs have been made recently to identify ecologically
valuable and sensitive marine areas around Greenland. These were based on the IMOs Criteria for
Particular Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA) (Christensen et al., 2012, and Mosbech, Christensen & Falk in
AMAP/ CAFF/ SDWG, 2013 — the AMSA 11 C report). These two reports are also found relevant for the
workshop.
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