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The Brazilian context: 
 
• > 8,000 km shoreline 

• 3,5 million square km EEZ 

• 4,5 million square km  
continental shelf extension 

• 17 coastal states (26) 

More than half of Brazil’s 
continental territory  is in 

the  OCEAN 
 



The largest continuous mangrove area in the 

world dunes; estuaries; coastal lagoons; sandy 

beaches; rain forest; islands. 

Unique coral reefs in the 
South Atlantic 

Home to myriad species of fauna and flora, 

many of which are endemic and some of 

which are threatened with extinction. 

Marine and Coastal Zone in Brazil -        

great variety of ecosystems  

 





Impacts - bad news 
 

 Coastal and marine ecosystems seriously threatened (pollution, 
overfishing, urban development and tourism, aquaculture, oil and gas 
exploration…)  

 



Fisheries in Brazil is the same state as  
fisheries in the world.....  

 

 80% of Brazil’s comercial 
fisheries resources are over-
exploited 
 
 98 marine fishes species are 
threatened 
 



Legal instruments  
 
- Law 9.985/2000        -  Decree 5.758/2006             - Decree 2.519/1998   
- Decree 4.340/2002 

Public policies for biodiversity conservation in Brazil 
 



Public policies for biodiversity conservation in Brazil 
 
 

12 diferents categories of protected areas – 

“conservation units” – included a special categories 

for tradicional use – Extractive Reserve 

 

Included Indigenous Lands and 

“Quilombolas” 

and the design for representative 

and efective system of marine and 

coastal protected areas  

 

 

 



H 

Y 

p 

O 

T 

H 

E 

T 

I 

C 

A 

L 

 

S 

C 

E 

N 

A 

R 

I 

O 

Fully protected or  
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About our numbers...  
 

 

Global and Brazilian protected areas 

Referencial Global Brazil 

Terrestrial protected areas 14,6% 16,9 

Global Ocean 2,8% - 

Territorial Sea (12 miles) 9,7% 23,4% 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 4,6% 1,5% 

International Waters 0,14% - 

Sources: UNEP-WCMC, 2014 and CNUC/MMA,2014 



Marine and Coastal Protected Areas 

Coastal ecosystems under full protection and 

sustainable use PAs (federal and state) in hectares 

Source: Prates et al., 2010 

Much of the Coastal Zone 

already under protected 

areas (40% of coastal 

ecosystems), but only 

1,57% of the marine area 

is under some form of 

protection. (coastal and 

marine zone 3,4%) 

 



Fisheries in Brazil  

• 30,000 vessels 

• 800,000 fishermen  

• 500,000 traditional fishermen  (80%) 

• 3.5 million people depend directly or 

indirectly on fishing activity 

• 4 million employed  

• 300 companies 

23 Marine Extractive 

Reserves 

   

 

10 new areas proposed 

    



Aquatic Protected Areas as Fisheries Management Tools 

Economic and social solutions towards achieving the 

Aichi Targets 

 



Monitoring and demonstrated potential of Aquatic Protected Areas 
as Participatory Fisheries Management Tools 

      

 

Book, data and video 
 

 



• Marine Extractivist Reserves (RESEXs) comprise a protected 
area category that differ in that local fishing communities 
demand their establishment and are co-responsible for 
their management in partnership with the government.  

 

 

RESEXs favor local 

governance of marine 

resources, defining a 

territory and a set of 

beneficiaries for their 

use.  

 

 



• This model combines the necessary conditions for planning 
the sustainable use of marine resources through activities 
such as fishing and tourism.  

• The growing demand for the creation of new RESEXs along 
the coast reflects their role as an alternative to the 
conventional, centralized management model of these 
resources, which has historically been inefficient. 



Status of PAs in Brazil - despite the adoptions and internalization of the Aichi 

Targets, no new area has been created since 2010. The contrary and diffuse 

interests on the coastal and marine zones prevent the creation of more areas 

(oil, gas, mining, commercial fishery, shrimp farming, etc.) 

 

 

2011 - Social movements of traditional fishermen come together to ask the 

government to create new protected marine areas and participate in the 

preparation of the proposed regulation of Marine Extractive Reserves, claiming 

that the establishment of no-take zones is a must within these PAs of 

sustainable use. 

 

 



2014 – near the 

presidential election, the 

traditional fishermen 

movement could pressure 

the government in order to 

create 3 new marine 

RESEXs and expand two 

others. 

 

 

 

 



And about MSP? 
 • 2011 – UNESCO and MMA 

meetings about MSP 

– Translate the booklet  

– Introduced MSP in CIRM 

 

• 2012 – start de group inside 
CIRM (GT-UCAM) 

– Two subgroups: 

• Legislation (ebook) (2014) 

• MSP - metodology 

 

 

 



And about MSP? 
 

2014 (nov.) 

– International Seminar on Marine 
Spatial Planning  - understanding of the 
subject, as well as promoting the 
exchange of international experiences - 
130 participants, with federal , state 
and municipal managers, Universities, 
the legislative and public prosecutors; 
representatives of civil society and the 
private sector, as well as environmental 
organizations.    

 - Norway, Mexico, Portugal, Sweden, 
 Uruguay, USA, German, CBD and 
 COI/UNESCO.  
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