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Appendix 
Template for Submission of Scientific Information 

to Describe Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas 
 
Note: Please DO NOT embed tables, graphs, figures, photos, or other artwork within the text 
manuscript, but please send these as separate files. Captions for figures should be included at the end 
of the text file, however. 
 
Title/Name of the area: 
French Guiana 
 
Presented by (names, affiliations, title, contact details) 
Hélène DELVAUX 
Chargé de mission Biodiversité marine 
Direction de l’Environnement, de l’Aménagement et du Logement 
Ministère de l'écologie, du développement durable, des transports et du logement 
33 rue Félix Eboué - BP 6003 
97306 Cayenne Cedex 
 
Tel. : 05 94 29 66 68 
Fax : 05 94 37 89 81 
E-mail : helene.delvaux@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 
 
 
Abstract (in less than 150 words) 
As part of the national concern about marine biodiversity, a regional strategic analysis of the 
marine environment of French Guiana has been conducted in 2009 by the French Marine 
Protected Areas Agency and led by the Regional Direction of Environment. 
This analysis have consisted in collecting existing data on patrimonial marine species and 
ecosystems but also regarding economic uses and issues related to marine environment. 
This initial assessment has been based on reviewing literature and interviewing local or 
regional actors. From the identified stakes, two strategies have been defined: knowledge 
improvement and management of the French Guiana marine environment. 
Since 2011, several studies have been implemented on mangroves, giant grouper ecology, 
benthic biodiversity, manatee population evaluation, seabird’s populations or rocky areas 
characterization to provide elements which will help define future marine protected areas in 
this region. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
(To include: feature type(s) presented, geographic description, depth range, oceanography, general 
information data reported, availability of models) 
 
 
Location 
(Indicate the geographic location of the area/feature. This should include a location map. It should 
state if the area is within or outside national jurisdiction, or straddling both. It should also state if the 



area is wholly or partly in an area that is subject to a submission to the Commission on the Limits of 
theContinental Shelf) 
 
French Guiana Exclusive Economic Area (ZEE) 
 
Feature description of the proposed area 
(This should include information about the characteristics of the feature to be proposed, e.g. in terms 
of physical description (water column feature, benthic feature, or both), biological communities, role 
in ecosystem function, and then refer to the data/information that is available to support the proposal 
and whether models are available in the absence of data. This needs to be supported where possible 
with maps, models, reference to analysis, or the level of research in the area) 
 
 
Feature condition and future outlook of the proposed area 
(Description of the current condition of the area – is this static, declining, improving, what are the 
particular vulnerabilities? Any planned research/programmes/investigations?) 
 
Please note that this template is provided to facilitate information submission on a voluntary basis, 
only when the information provider finds this template appropriate. If the available information does 
not fit the format of this template, information can be submitted in another format, in consultation with 
the Secretariat. 
 
Assessment of the area against CBD EBSA Criteria 
(Discuss the area in relation to each of the CBD criteria and relate the best available science. Note 
that a candidate EBSA may qualify on the basis of one or more of the criteria, and that the boundaries 
of theEBSA need not be defined with exact precision. And modeling may be used to estimate the 
presence of EBSA attributes. Please note where there are significant information gaps) 
  
 
CBD EBSA 
Criteria 
(Annex I to 
Decision 
IX/20) 

Description 
(Annex I to decision IX/20) 

 

Ranking of criterion relevance 
(please mark one column with an 
X) 
Don’t 
Know 

Low Some High 
 

Uniqueness 
or rarity 
 

Area contains either (i) unique (“the only one of its 
kind”), rare (occurs only in few locations) or 
endemic species, populations or communities, 
and/or (ii) unique, rare or distinct, habitats or 
ecosystems; and/or (iii) unique or unusual 
geomorphological or oceanographic features. 

   

X 

Explanation for ranking 
 
Presence of the West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus)(IUCN Vulnerable) and the Guyana Dolphin 
(Sotalia Guianensis). 
Presence and exploitation of the Giant Grouper (Epinephelus itajara) (IUCN Critically Endangered). 
Pristine mangroves covering 700 km² on 80% of the French Guiana shoreline. 
Presence of the only rocky substrates known between the Amazone river and the Orenoque river. 
Exceptional morphosedimentary dynamics. 
 
Special 
importance 
for lifehistory 
stages of 
species 

Areas that are required for a population to 
survive and thrive. 

   

X 



 
Explanation for ranking 
Mangroves for fish early stages of life. 
Grand Connétable Island: only rookery in the Guianas for the magnificent frigatebird (Fregata 
magnificens), the world biggest rookery for the Cayenne tern (Thalasseus eurygnathus), rookery for 
50% of the royal tern (Thalasseus maximus) Caribbean population. 
Major nesting site for the leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea, IUCN Critically Endangered) 
and the green turtle (Chelonia mydas, IUCN Endangered): around 8.000 clutchs and 2.000 clutchs 
respectively in 2011. 
 
Importance 
for 
threatened, 
endangered 
or declining 
species 
and/or 
habitats 

Area containing habitat for the survival and 
recovery of endangered, threatened, declining 
species or area with significant assemblages of 
such species. 
 

   

X 

Explanation for ranking 
Major nesting site for sea turtles, living area for west Indian manatee, living area for giant grouper. 
 
Vulnerability,  
fragility, 
sensitivity, or 
slow recovery 
 

Areas that contain a relatively high proportion 
of sensitive habitats, biotopes or species that 
are functionally fragile (highly susceptible to 
degradation or depletion by human activity or 
by natural events) or with slow recovery. 
 

  

X 

 

Explanation for ranking 
Mangroves, sea turtles, manatees. 
 
Biological 
productivity 
 

Area containing species, populations or 
communities with comparatively higher 
natural biological productivity. 

  
X 

 

Explanation for ranking 
Mangroves, coastal high primary productivity. 
 
Biological 
diversity 
 

Area contains comparatively higher diversity 
of ecosystems, habitats, communities, or 
species, or has higher genetic diversity. 
 

X 

   

Explanation for ranking 
Lack of marine inventories to address with reliability biological diversity. 
 
Naturalness Area with a comparatively higher degree of 

naturalness as a result of the lack of or low 
level of human-induced disturbance or 
degradation. 

  

X 

 

Explanation for ranking 
Large areas of pristine mangroves, marine area relatively little exploited beyond fishery. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sharing experiences and information applying other criteria (Optional) 
 
Other 
Criteria  
 

Description 
 

Ranking of criterion relevance 
(please mark one column with an 
X) 
Don’t 
Know 

Low Some High 
 

Add relevant 
criteria 
 

     

Explanation for ranking 
 
 
 
 
Please note that this template is provided to facilitate information submission on a voluntary basis, 
only when the information provider finds this template appropriate. If the available information does 
not fit the format of this template, information can be submitted in another format, in consultation with 
the Secretariat. 
 
References 
(e.g. relevant documents and publications, including URL where available; relevant data sets, 
including where these are located; information pertaining to relevant audio/visual material, video, 
models, etc.) 
http://www.aires-marines.fr/les-analyses-strategiques-regionales.html 
 
 
Maps and Figures 
 
Map 1: Ecosystems functionality in French Guiana  
Map 2: Distribution of patrimonial species and habitats in French Guiana 
Map 3: Uses and activities on the French Guiana marine environment and related pressures  
 
 
Rights and permissions 
(Indicate if there are any known issues with giving permission to share or publish these data and what 
any conditions of publication might be; provide contact details for a contact person for this issue) 
 
Only condition for sharing the maps is to indicate the source as following: © AAMP, 2009 
Contact details : DELVAUX Hélène –  
helene.delvaux@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 
 
 


