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1. Opening and registration 


The SOI Regional Capacity Development workshop for the South Pacific will be held in Apia, Samoa from Monday, 31 October to Friday, 4 November 2016.  
The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 31 October, and registration will take place at 8:30 a.m. the same day. 
2. Venue

The workshop will be held at: 

The Tanoa Tusitala Hotel

Beach Rd, Sogi
Apia, Upolu 1

Samoa 
Tel.: +685 211 22
Fax.: +685 23652

E-mail: tusitala@tanoahotels.com
http://www.tanoatusitala.com/

The Tanoa Tusitala Hotel is close to National Parliament and Apia Park. This 4-star hotel is within close proximity of Faleata Golf Course and Robert Louis Stevenson Museum.
3. Working language of the meeting

The meeting will be held in English. 

4. Documents
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Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the documents for the workshops as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the workshops.  Documents will be made available on the Secretariat’s web site at: 
https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SOIWS-2016-03 
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5. General information on access to Apia, Samoa
Apia is serviced by Faleolo International Airport (approximately 28 km from Apia).  Taxis are available at the airport at a cost of approximately WS $65 (approx. US $26) and takes about 45 minutes.  The specialized airport bus serves major hotels in Apia and costs WS $12 each way and takes about 40-45 minutes.  The Tanoa Tusitala Hotel offers transfer by shuttle from the airport with a cost of WS25.00 (approx. US$10.00) one way per person.  Please request the service directly to Ms. Selau Solofa at osm@tanoahotels.com.
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Visa information  
Participants from countries requiring a visa to enter Samoa are strongly advised to contact the nearest Samoan diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa in a timely manner, prior to departure.  

Information on visa procedures is available on the web site of the Government of Samoa Immigration at:  http://www.samoaimmigration.gov.ws/VisitorServices/EntryRequirements/tabid/6858/language/en-US/Default.aspx.  
Samoa Visa and Passport Requirements – visa not required for countries in chart below
	
	Passport required
	Return ticket required
	Visa required

	Australian
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	British
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Canadian
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Other EU
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	USA
	Yes
	Yes
	No


Passports: 

A passport valid for six months beyond the date of departure from Samoa is required by all nationals referred to in the chart above.

Visas: 

Visas for Samoa are not required by nationals referred to in the chart above for stays of up to 60 days, provided you hold confirmed onward tickets and proof of sufficient funds to support your stay.

Nationals not referred to in the chart are advised to contact the embassy/high commission/honorary consulate to check visa requirements for Samoa.

A list of relevant Samoan diplomatic/consular missions abroad can be found on the web site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade at: http://www.mfat.gov.ws/embassies/overseas-missions/  
To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letters to be attached to the visa applications.

7. Health Requirements

A yellow fever vaccination is only required from travellers coming from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission.

8. Hotel information

A block of rooms have been reserved for all funded and self-funded participants at the Tanoa Tusitala Hotel.  A special UN rate has been negotiated for self-funded participants at WS $295 (approx. USD $114) per night for a single room including breakfast.  For more information on location and services offered by the hotel, please visit the following website: http://www.tanoatusitala.com/.
Booking requests for self-funded participants should be sent directly to Ms. Selau Solofa at osm@tanoahotels.com by indicating the following in your e-mail:
-
UNEP meeting

-
Rate of WS $295

-
Full name
-
Check-in date and arrival time
-
Checkout date 
The Tanoa Tusitala Hotel

Beach Rd, Sogi
Apia, Upolu 1, Samoa 

Tel.: +685 211 22
Fax.: +685 23652

E-mail: tusitala@tanoahotels.com 
Website:  http://www.tanoatusitala.com/ 
Further information on hotels in and around Apia is available at the website of the Samoa Tourism Authority as follows: http://www.samoa.travel/  

9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA)

Sponsored participants will receive their DSA entitlements at the latest on the second day of the workshop. i.e. on 1 November 2016. 

10. Official languages in Samoa
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There are two official languages in Samoa:  Samoan and English. 
11. Weather and time zone information  
Samoa’s climate is tropical all year round, with two distinct seasons – the dry season running from May to October and the wet season from November to April. In August, temperatures in Apia usually range between a maximum of +30ºC in the daytime and a minimum of +22°C at night.  The standard time zone will be UTC/GMT +13 hours.  Current weather conditions can be found at:  http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=1230  
12. Electricity

The electrical currents are 230 volts, 50 Hertz and the plug type and is shown below. 
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13. Currency 
The currency in Samoa is the Samoan Tala (WST).  The current exchange rate is US $1 = WST $2.49 and (Euro) € 1 = WST $2.80 (source:  www.xe.com, rates fluctuate regularly). 

14. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure.  
-----
1
4
5

