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1. Opening and registration  

 

The Second meeting of the informal working group for the development of a voluntary peer 

review process for the Convention on Biological Diversity will be held in Bern, Switzerland from 

Wednesday, 16 March to Friday, 18 March 2016.  

 

 The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 16 March 2016 and registration will take 

place at the venue of the workshop at 8:30 a.m. the same day. 

 

 The Government of Switzerland has kindly offered to provide lunch and dinner for all 

participants during the meeting. 

 

2. Venue 

 

The meeting will be held at: 

 

Adrianos 

Theaterplatz 2  

3011 Bern  

(Entrance: Glass door next to the Bar & Café Adrianos) 

 

3. Working language of the meeting 

 

The meeting will be held in English. 

 

4. Documents  

  

The meeting pre-session documents are available on the Secretariat’s website at:  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=NBSAPWS-2016-01  

 

In order to minimize the environmental footprint of the meeting and in line with the UN policy 

towards greener meetings, participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the 

pre-session documents as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the meeting. 

 

5. General information on access to Bern 

 

Bern is serviced by train from the Zurich International Airport or the Geneva Cointrin 

International Airport.  Tickets can be bought online at this link:  

https://www.sbb.ch/en/ticketshop/b2c/adw.do?125 or at machines at the railway stations. Tickets cost 

55 CHF each way (from both Geneva and Zurich Airports) and there are 2 trains each hour from both 

Geneva and Zurich Airports. The journey is about 1hr50mins from Geneva and 1hr30mins from 

Zurich. (see Annex A)  

 

If you are staying at a hotel, the establishment will offer you the "Bern Ticket" that allows you 

to use public transport in Bern free of charge during your stay.  More information can be found at the 

following link:   http://www.bern.com/en/travel-planning/bernticket  

 
 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=NBSAPWS-2016-01
https://www.sbb.ch/en/ticketshop/b2c/adw.do?125
http://www.bern.com/en/travel-planning/bernticket
https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=NBSAPWS-2016-01
http://www.flughafenbern.ch/en/


 

3 

6. Visa information 

 

Participants requiring a Schengen visa for Switzerland are strongly advised to contact the 

nearest Swiss diplomatic representation as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa 

in a timely manner, prior to departure. 

 

Information on visa procedures, including a list of relevant Swiss diplomatic representations is 

provided below: 

 

 The visa applications must be submitted to the Swiss Embassy/Consulate covering your 

place of residence; 

 The visa application must be accompanied by the travel document, as well as further 

documents, if so required, which clearly indicate the purpose and circumstances of the intended 

stay or the intended transit; 

 

For information on visa requirements, Swiss representations abroad and visa application forms, 

please go to the following web sites of the Swiss Federal Office of the State Secretariat for Migration 

(FEM): 

 

 Visa requirements  
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/content/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise/merkblatt_einreise.html  

 Visa application form  
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise/visumantragsformular.html 

 Swiss diplomatic representations: http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps.html 

 

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the CBD Secretariat will issue, upon request, an invitation 

letter to be attached to the visa applications. 

 

7. Hotel information  

 

Participants are kindly requested to make their own reservations at the Best Western Hotel 

Bristol as soon as possible  Special rates for participants have been made available, the costs for a 

single room, including breakfast, free WIFI and VAT at CHF 200.30 per day.  The hotel information is 

shown below.  The booking code is:  SEA-SCBD.   

 

Best Western Hotel Bristol 

Schauplatzgasse 10 

3011 Bern, Switzerland 

Tel:   +41 31 311 01 01 

Fax:  +41 31 311 94 79 

E-Mail: reception@bristolbern.ch / bristol@bestwestern.ch 

Web site:  http://www.bestwestern.com/ 

 

Information on other hotels and other tourist information in the vicinity of the meeting venue 

can be found at the following link: http://www.bern.com/en/.  

http://www.bfm.admin.ch/content/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise/merkblatt_einreise.html
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise/visumantragsformular.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps.html
mailto:reception@bristolbern.ch
mailto:bristol@bestwestern.ch
http://www.bern.com/en/
https://www.sem.admin.ch/content/sem/en/home/themen/einreise/merkblatt_einreise.html
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8. Payment of the daily subsistence allowances (DSA) 

 

The relevant portion of the Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) will be paid to sponsored 

participants on the first day of the meeting.  Sponsored participants are asked to present their passports 

which will be photocopied and returned to them. 

 

9. Official languages 

 

The official languages are:  French, German, Italian and Romansh.  English and/or French is 

spoken in hotels and restaurants. 

 

10. Weather and time zone information   

 

In March, temperatures in Bern usually range between a maximum of +8°C in the daytime and 

a minimum of -1°C at night.  Please bring warm clothing.  Current weather conditions in the area can 

be found at http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=312.  

 

The standard time in Bern is GMT/UTC +1 hour. 

 

11. Electricity 

 

The electrical currents are 220 Volts, 50 Hertz.  The type of sockets used is illustrated below: 
 

 
 

 

12. Currency  

 

The currency in Switzerland is the Swiss Franc (CHF).  The current exchange rate as at 

12 February 2016 is US $1 = CHF $0.98 and €1 = CHF $1.09 (source:  www.xe.com, rates are subject 

to change). 

13. Disclaimer 

 

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for 

compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for 

any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it 

is strongly recommended to secure international medical, accident and travel insurances for the period 

of participation prior to departure.  

 

 

http://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/convert/?Amount=1&From=USD&To=GTQ
http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=312
http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=312
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