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We live in an increasingly water insecure
world where demands for water often
outstrip supply, water quality fails to meet
minimum requirements and the extremes of
drought and flood are increasingly seen.
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Water security is high on the political, public and
business agendas; the World Economic Forum 2013 ‘
Global Risks report ranked water supply crises second
only to major systemic financial failure, and ahead of

food shortage crises, chronic fiscal imbalances and

\extreme volatility in energy and agricultural prices.
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Ecosystems regulate the availability of water, and
its quality; ecosystem degradation increases water
insecurity; ecosystem conservation and restoration

therefore help us achieve water security;
biodiversity underpins these benefits and is
therefore one of the most visible and important
contributions of biodiversity to human well-being
and sustainable development.
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Ecosystems are natural water infrastructure that can serve
the same purpose as built or physical infrastructure, such as
dams and water treatment plants; natural and built water
infrastructure can be managed together to achieve
sustainable outcomes, increasing efficiency, reducing costs
and delivering significant co-benefits. These are win-win
outcomes between environment and development.
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The use of natural infrastructure to manage
water has a long history, spanning millennia, a
strong evidence base, and is becoming
increasingly widespread but yet to become

mainstream to deliver its full potential.




























