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Preamble 
Countries of the Guiana Shield are pursuing policies within the framework of the Convention of 

Biological Diversity that emphasises the importance of establishing biodiversity corridors to 

avoid landscape fragmentation and loss of species and habitats for biodiversity. Cooperation 

among the countries is required to pursue and achieve this worthwhile objective. 

 

The Guiana Shield Facility (GSF) as a whole has a strong focus on science cooperation, 

including data collection and knowledge sharing through the International Society of 

Biodiversity of the Guiana Shield (IBG) and the periodic Biodiversity Congresses, and on 

priority setting, through Science-Policy Consortia, with an ecoregional assessment and planning 

framework on biodiversity and ecosystem services updated periodically, and an emphasis on 

enabling public polices / decisions based on sound science. The GSF is a UNDP initiative and it 

is financially supported by the Commission of the European Union and the Government of the 

Netherlands. 

 

The LifeWeb Initiative is an initiative of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity that 

facilitates financing for biodiversity conservation and the achievement of the area-based Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets.  LifeWeb develops partnerships between donors and developing country 

recipient countries. Since 2008 LifeWeb has facilitated approximately 200 Million USD from 

donors to developing countries, primarily for implementation of the CBD Programme of Work 

on Protected Areas (PoWPA). The PoWPA is the most comprehensive global plan of action for 

the development of participatory, ecologically representative and effectively managed national 

and regional protected areas systems, integrating other land uses and contributing to human 

well-being1.  

 

The GSF and CBD LifeWeb Initiative are partnering to bring together international experts, 

Guiana Shield policy makers and protected areas practitioners, for the “Workshop on 
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Biodiversity Corridors in the Guiana Shield to provide technical inputs for the streamlining of 

support for the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets”. 

Background 
The Guiana Shield (area: 2.7 million km2; population: 8 million) is a unique and very special 

part of our planet, and ranks as one of the world’s last great wild places, occupying roughly the 

northeastern third of Amazonia, and that it is particularly noteworthy for its endemism, unique 

ecosystems, and exceptionally pristine state, as well as for its cultural diversity. It has a higher 

percentage of intact tropical rain forests than any other region on Earth, with some 80-90% still 

in pristine condition. This fact places the Guiana Shield in a truly privileged position in terms of 

natural resources, and it is one of the few places left on Earth where all options are still 

available, and where development and conservation can proceed hand-in-hand -- maintaining 

healthy ecosystems and advancing economically at the same time; 

 

The biodiversity of the Guiana Shield is very high, with an estimated 20,000 plant species and at 

least 4,000 vertebrate species, several of which are found exclusively in this region. The Guiana 

Shield is also extremely important in terms of ecosystem services, both regionally and globally, 

that includes a major portion of the largest river system on Earth (both in volume and 

catchment area), the Rio Amazonas, and the southern portion of the Rio Orinoco drainage, 

which ranks third in the world, and a series of important watersheds in the Guianas that drain 

into the Atlantic. The Guiana Shield may account for as much as 10-15% of the world’s 

freshwater, and has the largest number of pristine or near pristine river basins on Earth; 

 

The Guiana Shield provides unparalleled opportunities for conservation and protected area 

creation at a scale that is simply no longer possible in tropical Asia or Africa, and is rapidly 

becoming difficult elsewhere in South America. The biodiversity resources and ecological 

services of the Shield potentially represent an enormous competitive economic advantage to its 

people, through ecotourism, non-timber forest products and capturing of compensation for 

ecosystem services, especially as intact resources of this kind become an ever scarcer global 

commodity.  

 

In April 2002, a conservation priority setting process was organized and facilitated by 

Conservation International (CI) in collaboration with the United Nations Development 

Programme, International Union for the Conservation of Nature National Committee of the 

Netherlands and the Guiana Shield Initiative (GSI). That Priority Setting Workshop (PSW) 

identified 41 priority areas covering approximately one-half of the Guiana Shield and resulted 



 

 

in the signing of the Paramaribo Declaration, which includes 20 recommendations for 

conservation action in the Shield2. 

 

Since the Paramaribo Declaration was signed, progress towards its recommendations has been 

made in each of the six countries of the Shield, none more so than Brazil. In Brazil, Parque 

Nacional Montanhas do Tumucumaque, a national park over 38,821 km2 in size, was created on 

the 22 August of 2002. In 2003, the state government of Amapá created the Amapá Biodiversity 

Corridor to promote the development of green economies. In 2006, the largest strictly protected 

area in tropical forests, the Grão-Pará Ecological Reserve, was established along with four other 

state- level protected areas in the Northern Para Corridor. In 2008, Brazil committed to reducing 

deforestation in the Amazon by 80% by 2020. The Amazon Fund was created in the same year 

to support the accomplishment of this objective by improving forest management and 

promoting low-carbon development.  

 

In Colombia the government doubled the size of the established the Chiribiquete National Park 

from 13,000 km2 to 27, 800 km2, and in 2009, created the Yaigojé-Apaporis National Park in the 

Guiana Shield portion of the country. Since 2005, Colombia has sought to improve management 

and conservation efforts by working with stakeholders in indigenous reserves and non-

indigenous communities bordering this national park. 

 

In French Guiana, the Amazonian Park of French Guiana (Parc Amazonien) was established in 

2007. With over 20,000 km2 included in its “heart area,” this national park is the largest in the 

European Union fully covered by tropical rainforest. Furthermore, a Land-use, Land-use 

change, and Forestry (LULUCF) inventory was carried out in French Guiana in 2006 and 

updated in 2008.  

 

Guyana has committed to sustainably managing its State forests to avoid deforestation as it 

develops, as articulated in the Low- Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS). In 2011, Guyana’s 

National Assembly passed legislation for the establishment of a national system of protected 

areas and a trust fund for the management of protected areas in the country. Additionally, four 

new conservation areas covering a total of 14,500 km2 have been established in Guyana since 

2002.  

 

Suriname is seeking to follow a climate friendly development path and has articulated a 

Climate Compatible Development Strategy. In 2009, the Government of Suriname made 
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conservation a focal point of its national sustainable development strategy with the Suriname 

Green Approach, which advocates the conservation of nature as a deliberate strategy to align 

national development with international opportunities emerging from ecosystem services, 

especially those relating to climate change and biodiversity.  

 

In Venezuela, major biodiversity assessments were developed in five watersheds in the Guiana 

Shield portion of the country between 2000 and 2008. Biodiversity conservation projects were 

developed in collaboration with the communities that inhabit the Caura River Basin and the 

Alto Paragua National Park.  

 

At a regional level, several studies on the biodiversity and ecosystem services of the Shield have 

been supported by the GSI/GSF since 2002. The GSI (2007-2010) piloted programs to realize 

payment for ecosystem services in Colombia and Guyana. Globally significant sites for 

biodiversity conservation, comprising Important Bird Areas and Alliance for Zero Extinction 

sites were identified across the Shield by BirdLife International and its partners and by the 

Alliance for Zero Extinction, respectively. A CI and KfW (German Development Bank) 

supported project aimed at fostering cooperation between Guyana, Suriname and the Brazilian 

states of Amapá and Para to reduce deforestation and prepare for participation in an eventual 

REDD+ programme, is ongoing. Additionally, a bi-national workshop involving Colombia and 

Venezuela declared the Meta-Bita-Orinoco Corridor as a priority conservation area for both 

countries.  

 

An update of the 2002 PSW was based on new data collected from each of the six member 

countries and suggests new priority areas that comprise 725,759 km2, or approximately 27% of 

the roughly 2.7 million km2 Guiana Shield. The 2002 priorities, by comparison, comprised 

1,231,935 km2, or just less than 50% of the Guiana Shield. Together, the 2002 and 2011 priorities 

comprise 1,957,694 km2 and 72.5% of the Guiana Shield. Among these new priorities are 89 

protected areas created since 20023. That such a high percentage of the Shield is considered a 

priority for conservation speaks to the region’s extraordinary biological importance. As with 

conservation areas, the preliminary analysis of ecosystem services demonstrates the global 

importance of the Guiana Shield for climate regulation and the provision of freshwater, as much 

of the Shield has relatively high values of carbon stocks and available fresh water. 
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The GSF is currently supporting national level and community level priority actions in Brazil 

(Amapá and Amazonas States), Colombia (La Selva Matavén), Guyana and Suriname and has 

ongoing cooperation with French Guiana. 

Objectives of the Workshop 
(i) The review of existing examples of biodiversity corridors within the Guiana Shield 

as well as best practice guidance from around the world; 

(ii) The identification and analysis of common threats and challenges facing the 

conservation units within these corridors in the Guiana Shield; 

(iii) Identification of candidate sites for new biodiversity corridors to be established with 

appropriate levels of governance; 

(iv) Consideration of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets that could be achieved by 

implementing transboundary cooperation actions in biodiversity corridors; 

(v) The outlining of priority actions for specific biodiversity corridor initiatives, the 

identification of potential sources of funding to support those initiatives and the 

development of the draft LifeWeb Expressions of Interest where applicable.  

 

Logistics 
 

Date:  

 

21-23 May 2014 

Venue:  

 

Georgetown, and Iwokrama River Lodge and Research Centre, Kurupukari, 

Guyana 

 

Organisers: GSF; Government of Guyana; Iwokrama International Centre; WWF Guyana; CBD 

LifeWeb Initiative 

Proposed list of invitees: Three representatives each of Governments of Brazil, Colombia, 

French Guiana, Guyana, Suriname and Venezuela representing the following: (i) CBD focal 

point; (ii) Protected Areas management professionals; (iii) Manager of a Protected Area in the 

Guiana Shield. Also invited is one representative from the Amazon Treaty Cooperation Agency, 

representative from "Red Latinoamericana de Cooperación Técnica en Parques Nacionales, 

otras Áreas Protegidas, Flora y Fauna Silvestres" (REDPARQUES),  (iv) IUCN World 

Commission on Protected Areas Expert resource person, plus major conservation organisations. 

 

Number of participants: 35 



 

 

Inviting party: Guyana Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment, and UNDP 

Guyana and Convention on Biological Diversity Secretariat 

 

Proposed itinerary: 

Tue, 20/05 p.m.: Overseas participants arrive in Georgetown 

Tue, 20/05 evening: Cocktail reception in Georgetown 

Wed, 21/05 a.m.: Travel to Iwokrama (Sponsored participants by air to FairView Aerodrome 

and transfer by road (1 km) to the Iwokrama River Lodge) 

Wed, 21/05, 5:00 p.m.: Opening presentations at Iwokrama 

Thu, 22/05: All day session at Iwokrama 

Fri, 23/05 a.m.: Wrap up meeting  

Fri, 23/05 p.m.: Travel to Georgetown 

Sat, 24/05 a.m.: Overseas participants depart Georgetown 

 

---------------------- 

About Iwokrama International Centre: 

The Iwokrama International Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and Development was 

established based on a partnership between the Government of Guyana and the 

Commonwealth Secretariat in 1989. Located in the heart of the Guiana Shield, the Centre 

abounds with excellent representation of the various forest types and ecosystems of Guyana’s 

rainforest and with healthy populations of a significant range of faunal species. The Centre has 

firmly established itself as a living laboratory of intact tropical forest where novel, cutting-edge 

research projects are successfully implemented. Project implementation is based on careful 

planning and proactive stakeholder involvement, with, in particular, the indigenous 

communities that live within or adjacent to the of the Centre’s boundaries. 

The Centre's River Lodge boasts well-appointed cabins with an air-conditioned conference 

facility complete with LCD projector, flip charts and other teaching aids, research space and 

research assistants in addition to other support staff. The Turtle Mountain Camp, Atta Lodge 

and other satellite camps also provide space for research activities around the Iwokrama forest. 

There is also broadband internet connectivity at the field station. Graduates of Iwokrama’s 

Ranger Training Programme are employed by the Centre and are key facilitators of studies 

conducted by local and international researchers. 



 

 

For over 15 years research at the Centre has made significant contributions in several areas:  

 informing policy and providing new and additional information on non-timber forest 

products and lesser known timber species based on research findings; 

 sustainable forest management including operating an Internationally certified logging 

enterprise; 

 biodiversity assessments including floral and faunal inventories; 

 sustainable business development and valuation of forest resources and services; 

 ecotourism. 


