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Outline 

1. Who is JRC? 

2. EU development support for biodiversity conservation 

3. What is JRC’s contribution? 

4. Globally – the Digital Observatory for Protected Areas (DOPA) 

a. A quick introduction to DOPA 

b. DOPA and the CBD 

5. Regional and national support – the BIOPAMA Programme 

a. Regional Observatories in Africa 

b. Regional Reference Information Systems 



 European Commission (EC) = 
Executive Body of the European 
Union (EU) based in Brussels 
 

 Joint Research Centre (JRC) = 
in-house science service of the 
EC; provides independent scientific 
and technical support to EU policy 
 

 JRC established in 1957 
 

 Now 7 institutes in 5 countries with 
over 3,000 staff (35% short-term) 

Who is JRC? 
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JRC works on… 



€500 million from EU for 
African protected areas 

since 1985 

In total €1.6 billion 
biodiversity-related funding 

from EuropeAid in 2007-2013 

• Global biodiversity loss affects the EU and 
EU contributes to global biodiversity loss 

• EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020: Target 6 – 
“Help avert global biodiversity loss” 

• EU and Member States support biodiversity 
conservation in developing countries 

Why do we work on global biodiversity issues? 





• New EU flagship initiative for 2014-2020 
fighting biodiversity loss and poverty 

• Integrates biodiversity conservation 
with socio-economic development 

• 3 priority areas: good governance, food 
security and green economy 

• €800 million to €1 billion in total 

• Wildlife Crisis Window (c. €450 million)  

Biodiversity for Life (B4Life) Initiative 



• EU Strategic Approach to Wildlife 
Conservation in (Sub-Saharan) Africa 

• Identifies key threats and responses 
for next 10 years (€7.7 billion needed) 

• Focus on 85 Key Landscapes for 
Conservation = over 300 PAs, many TFCAs 

• Important for EC aid programming 

• Marine strategy for Africa in prep.  

• EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking 

Africa: Strategies and Action Plans 



What is JRC’s contribution? 

• Scientific and technical support to: 

 - EC & EuropeAid 

 - Partner regions and countries 

 - the CBD Secretariat, IPBES, IUCN, 
  UNEP-WCMC and other partners 

• Information systems & observatories 

 





JRC Support – global level 

• DOPA: Global reference information system developed by JRC in 
collaboration with EC & EuropeAid and other partners 

• Provides decision makers and other users with easy access to 
information at PA, country and ecoregion level 

• Broad range of indicators on biodiversity values and 
threats/pressures to facilitate comparison and prioritization 

• Supports PA planning, monitoring, reporting & funding allocation 

• DOPA is free and open access but respects data restrictions 

 



What is the difference between WDPA and DOPA? 
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• DOPA Explorer: View, query and compare 
data at national, ecoregion and PA level 

• DOPA Reporter (under development): 
Generate customizable reports at regional, 
national, ecoregion and PA level 

• DOPA eConservation: Mapping 
conservation projects – “Who is doing 
what where?” 

 

  

DOPA Modules 



• DOPA recognized as support tool for NBSAP and PoWPA action 
planning and implementation (Decision XI/24 & Notification) 

• Currently a focus on Aichi Targets 11 & 12 

• DOPA supports: 

 - UNEP-WCMC/IUCN Protected Planet Reports 

 - CBD Country dossiers 

 - CBD Regional workshops 
 

DOPA and the CBD 



• Example: Biodiversity and Protected Area 
Management Programme (BIOPAMA) 
 
• Initiative of the Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and 

Pacific (ACP) Group of States 
• Funded by the European Development Fund 
• Implemented by JRC, IUCN & GIZ with partners in regions 
• Phase 1: 2011-2016 – €20 million 
• Phase 2: 2017-2022 – €60 million (incl. Action Fund)? 

JRC Support – regional and national level 



79 countries 

>8000 
protected areas 

>800 million 
population 

The Africa, Caribbean, Pacific Region –  

focus for EU Cooperation 



Better Information for PA Management: 

Phase 1  

1. Protected Areas 
Component 

(JRC & IUCN) 

Result 1 

Develop, implement and deploy 
Regional Information Systems 

on PAs & biodiversity 

 (JRC) 

Result 2 

a) Establish Regional Observatories 
for PAs & biodiversity  

b) Develop and implement 
capacity building 

(IUCN) 

2. Access and Benefit 
Sharing (ABS) 
Component  

(GIZ) 



A Network of Regional Observatories 

for PAs & Biodiversity 

Region Regional Observatory Host(s) 

West and 
Central Africa 

Observatory for Central African Forests (OFAC), 
DRC & Cameroon; maybe West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (UEMOA), Burkina Faso 
 

Eastern and 
Southern Africa 

East African Community (EAC), Tanzania; 
Southern African Development Community 
(SADC), Botswana; Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD), Djibouti 
 

Caribbean University of the West Indies (UWI), Barbados 
 

Pacific Secretariat for the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme (SPREP), Samoa 
 



How do the Regional RIS relate to DOPA and WDPA? 

DOPA= 
global info 

system 

WDPA= 
database 

RRIS= 
regional info 

system 
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Global DOPA 
indicators 

plus: 
 

Regional & 
national 
datasets, 

indicators, 
documents, 

tools… 
 

Regional 
ownership & 

branding! 

Uses global 
datasets to 

deliver 
indicators: 

 
% ecoregion 
protected?   

% threatened 
endemics 
protected? 







BIOPAMA data catalogue 



BIOPAMA map module 



Take-home messages 
 

• Substantial financial and technical support from EU / EC 

• EC Joint Research Centre (JRC) here to help 

• Answer questions on DOPA and BIOPAMA 

• Better understand user needs 

• Continued support to CBD and countries 

• Also working closely with IUCN and UNEP-WCMC 



Thanks! 
 

(Handouts & USB Keys) 

http://dopa.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ 

http://dopa.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/ 

http://econservation.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ 

http://www.biopama.org/ 

http://rris.biopama.org/ 
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