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IUCN’s unique role

• The recognised adviser to the World 
Heritage Committee on nature

• Evaluator of all new nominations
• Monitor with UNESCO of natural and 

mixed World Heritage Sites
• Training and Capacity Building
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World Heritage Convention

• Established in 1972
• 186 of the 191 UN member 

states are signatories
• Governed by a Committee of 

21 Members
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Outstanding Universal Value

• Cultural and/or natural 
significance which is so 
exceptional as to transcend 
national boundaries and to be of 
common importance for present 
and future generations of all 
humanity.
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OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE
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Illustration of the three foundations of outstandin g universal value within the World Heritage Convent ion.  All three must be in place for a property by j udged as of outstanding universal value.
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Summary of the 10 criteria

• (i) masterpiece of human creative genius; 
• (ii) interchange of human values
• (iii) cultural tradition or to a civilization
• (iv) building, architectural or technological ensem ble or 

landscape
• (v) traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea- use
• (vi) associated with events or living traditions, i deas, or beliefs
• (vii) superlative natural phenomena or exceptional natural beauty 
• (viii) earth's history, record of life, landform pr ocesses and 

features 
• (ix) significant ongoing ecological and biological processes; 
• (x) significant natural habitats for in-situ conser vation of 

biological diversity
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Cultural 
Landscapes –
the combined 
work of nature 

and man
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Natural Beauty
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Earth Heritage
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Ecosystems
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Species
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Cultural Landscapes
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Each State Party to this Convention 
recognizes that the duty of ensuring the 
identification, protection, conservation, 
presentation and transmission to future 
generations of the cultural and natural 
heritage referred to in Articles 1 and 2 and 
situated on its territory, belongs primarily 
to that State.  It will do all it can to this 
end, to the utmost of its own resources 
and, where appropriate, with any 
international assistance and co-operation. 
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As of 2009:
• 890 sites on the List
• 176 are natural
• 689 are cultural, and 
• 25 are mixed
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The World 
Heritage 
Convention is 
one of the most 
important 
global 
conservation 
instruments.

8% of all 
protected 
areas
But less 
than1% of the 
Earth
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The credibility of the World Heritage 
List depends on sound decisions.  This 
credibility is about listing sites that are 
truly world class and global 
comparative analysis is an essential 
tool to demonstrate Outstanding 
Universal Value, in relation to the 
defined criteria



International Union for Conservation of Nature

Credibility is just also about how World 
Heritage Sites are managed.  How sites 
are managed will grow and grow in 
importance. Adequate protection and 
effective management is a key concern 
and a requirement for World Heritage 
Listing
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• World Heritage Sites are both flagships 
for the protected area movement, and a 
key part of national and international 
protected area strategy and policy.

• However their potential in relation to 
both these aspirations has not been 
fully realised.
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Some questions: 
• How can the CBD POWPA and the World 

Heritage Convention better integrate at the 
international level to mobilise implementation 
of the POWPA?

• How can World Heritage Sites better link to 
implementation of the CBD POWPA at 
regional and country levels?

• How can the POWPA better recognise and 
protect World Heritage Sites, 8% of the 
World’s protected area estate?


