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Annotations to the provisional agenda

INTRODUCTION
1. In decision X/17, the Conference of the Parties adopted a consolidated update of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation for the period 2011-2020 and decided to pursue the implementation of the Strategy as part of the broader framework of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
2. In decision XII/15, the Conference of the Parties considered the mid-term review of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation contained in CBD Technical Series 81
 and the ensuing recommendation from the eighteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and provided guidance on options for enhancing the implementation of the Strategy.
3. The purpose of the Liaison Group meeting is to review ways in which the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation can be enhanced and progress towards the achievement of the sixteen targets can be enhanced, taking into account the guidance provided by the Conference of the Parties, and building on the experience from Parties, other Governments, members of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation and other partners and stakeholders as well as indigenous peoples and local communities. The conclusions from this meeting will inform the consideration by the nineteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (Montreal, Canada, 2-5 November 2015), of strategic scientific and technical issues related to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 (item 3 of the provisional agenda).

ITEM 1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

4. The Liaison Group meeting will be held at the Salle des Conseils of the Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, in Paris. The meeting will be opened by the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 8 July 2015. A representative from the host institution and the Chair of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation are expected to welcome participants. 
ITEM 2.
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

5. The Group may wish to adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/GSPC/LG/5/1).

6. The Group may wish to conduct its deliberations in plenary while retaining the option to break into smaller groups on specific issues, as appropriate. The language of the meeting will be English.

ITEM 3.
Review of progress in THE implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, including implications of the mid-term review of the Strategy
7. In decision XII/15, the Conference of the Parties welcomed the initial progress made towards the achievement of some of the targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 2011-2020, and recognized the contribution this makes to the achievement of the corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Targets of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. At the same time, the Conference of the Parties noted with concern that most of the targets may not be achieved on the basis of current progress, and therefore urged Parties, and invited other Governments and relevant organizations, to undertake actions to enhance the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, especially towards meeting targets for which there is currently more limited progress. 
8. The Group may wish to consider the process through which the mid-term review was accomplished, including:
(a) Participation in the mid-term review, including contributions of information through fifth national reports and by members of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation;
(b) The amount, geographic and taxonomic coverage of the information supporting the mid-term review; and 
(c) The level of confidence in the assessments of progress made.
9. Accordingly, the Group may wish to consider, inter alia, how monitoring plant conservation outcomes can be enhanced, what existing tools are being used and where there are gaps.  The Group may also wish to consider the need to develop indicators for the GSPC and how these may be applied to promote and guide national implementation.
10. The implications of the mid-term review for the further implementation of the GSPC and options for ensuring that the GSPC targets can be achieved by 2020 are addressed under item 4 of the agenda.
ITEM 4.
Options for enhancing implementation of the Strategy
11. In considering options for enhancing implementation of the GSPC, the Conference of the Parties recognized that a range of approaches might be effective in helping to accelerate progress towards the targets, and called for strengthening efforts in four related areas through the following specific activities:
4.1.
Capacity-building and technical and scientific cooperation

(a) A compilation of relevant information on opportunities to promote capacity-building activities on botany and other related disciplines;
(b) The continuation of support for capacity-building activities on plant conservation;
(c) Facilitating technical and scientific cooperation and promoting collaborative research;
4.2
Mainstreaming plant conservation considerations into sectors and strengthening cross‑sectoral linkages
(d) Catalysing and promoting cross-sectoral linkages among agricultural, health, food and environmental agencies with regard to plant conservation;
(e) Promoting and facilitating communication, coordination and partnerships between all relevant sectors, including through improved use of the clearing-house mechanism;
(f) For those targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation where many of the key stakeholders, dedicated institutions or champions are outside the plant conservation community, by pursuing and supporting activities critical for the achievement of the corresponding Aichi Biodiversity Targets of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020;
4.3.
Establishing national plant conservation partnerships and coordinating activities with key partners
(g) For those targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation where progress is primarily driven by actors from within the plant conservation community, through the provision of political, institutional and financial support, as appropriate, and by giving recognition to their efforts, including through official communications and reports;
(h) Coordinating activities on target 11 of the GSPC with representatives from the Plants Committee of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and relevant national CITES authorities;
(i) Facilitating and supporting the development of national plant conservation partnerships with the participation of indigenous and local communities and the widest range of stakeholders, recognizing the important role of women;
4.4.
Enhancing outreach and communication in support of the implementation of the Strategy
(j) Sharing relevant examples and case studies through the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation toolkit; and
(k) Drawing on the available tools and guidance when planning and implementing plant conservation, as appropriate.

12. The Group may wish to reflect on options for implementing these activities in an effective and strategic way so as to achieve positive outcomes with the resources available for the respective tasks.

ITEM 5.
Other matters
13. Under this item, participants will be invited to raise other matters related to the subject matter of the meeting for discussion.
ITEM 6.
Adoption of the report
14. The meeting may wish to agree on the main conclusions and the process for finalizing and reviewing the report.
ITEM 7.
Closure of the meeting
15. It is expected that the meeting will be closed at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 8 July 2015.

__________
� http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-81-en.pdf
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