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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the
presentation of material in these slides do
not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat

concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its
frontiers or boundaries.




Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAS):
Criteria

. _ EBSAs are not MPAS!
1. Uniqueness or rarity

2. Special importance for life history of species

3. Importance for threatened, endangered or declining
species and/or habitats
4. Vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, slow recovery
5. Biological productivity
6. Biological diversity AZORES SCIENTIFIC
CRITERIA AND GUIDANCE
/. Naturalness :

After COP10 it was decided that
the description of sites meeting

the EBSA criteria would be
conducted by parties through
regional scientific workshops.

2008 COP9 criteria established



Regional EBSA Workshops

Synthesis of best available scientific and technical information
to support expert scientific judgment on description of areas
meeting EBSA criteria

A

~75% of ocean area covered k =L

A regional
scientific
expert
process

6 CBD EBSA workshops
Nov 2011 - April 2013



Submissions
of potential
areas meeting
EBSA criteria
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Workshop Process

Compilation of
Two methods scientific data &

for bri nging information
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Workshop
description of
areas meeting
EBSA criteria

Adoption of
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Compilation of scientific data & information

~70 GIS data layers

Overlay & Analysis

Data to inform the

CBD Workshop
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For consistency, similar data collection and technical support
were provided at each workshop.



Step 1: definition of workshop regions

——— _ =

= o ; . -
f"ﬁ e TR
. z e

p

fi
&,

. - §1 T T : | E-I—I-P
‘ . sI0 5 40.2m
49.7m '

Workshop regions were defined to cover broad /%//
biogeographic areas; Z

Parties decided within each region to include P
national EEZ areas in addition to ABNJ qg Conventionon

Biological Diversity




Step 2: Develop baseline data

Data types
*Biogeography
Biological Data
*Physical Data




Biogeography

GOODS:
Global Open Oceans &
Deep Seas - Bathyal

GOODS:
Global Open Oceans &
Deep Seas - Pelagic

WO A Reguonal Vg 0 Facinu tha Des2rgson of
Ecciogealy of Bokogealy Serafan! Macse Asses (E854s)

g
25 Fabruy 0 t Mavch 2013, Moncow, Rissis

GOODS Bathyal Provinces

Descroon: Lower bamyal roveces. Dage rangs 800m . 3000m
Reference: UNESCO. 2000 Gistal Opan Oceany and Deeg

Se40es (G0ODS) - Bogeogapnic Cussiicaton
Para, UNESCOOE 10 Techrical Seres, b4

GOODS Pelagic Provinces

Descroten Map of GOODS pelage provinces

Retocence: UNESCO 2005 Giobal Gpen csans and Doep.
Seaved {G00DS) - Bogeogragnic




Biological Data

Ocean Biogeographic Information System
>37,000,000 ocean biogeographic records on-line

OB|Siectomme o w19 R i
~126,000 species

SEARCH OBIS PAGES

Welcome to OBIS!
Last updated an Tue, 2010-059-21 21:55. Oniginally submittzd by evberghe on 20710-05-25 15:58
earch
OBIS allows users to search marine species datasets from all
of the world's oceans. |OBIS.ORG VERSION 2

Laocking for the version of the iOBIS
wehsite from before September 20107
QBIS version 2 is still running here

RECENT NEWS

2010-09-21

Launch of the new OBIZ web site
biodiversity hotspots and large-scale ecological pattems, analyze imminent

dispersions of species over time and space, and plot species' 2010-09.02

With our evolving OBIS database repository, users can identify




Biological Data

1S Biodiversiy

OBIS Biodiversity data

Biological Diversity all taxa
Wider Caribbean and Western
Mid-Atlantic workshop, Recife,

Brazil, February 2012

Proposed site meeting EBSA criteria:

Abrolhos Bank & Vitoria-Trindade Chain
Described in-part due to high regional

biodiversity as depicted using OBIS data.

Abrolhos Bank and Vitéria-Trindade Chain
Area: 388,705 km”?

Kilometres

‘Wider Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic Regional
Workshop to Facilitate the Description of

or y Sig Marine Areas
Recife, Brazil: 28 February - 2 March 2012 Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab, Duke University (2012)




Physical Data

Oxygen Minimum Zone
(1.43ml/1) depth (m)
(Jan - Mar)

Oxygen Minimum Zone
(1.43mi/1) depth (m)
(Apr - Jun)

T Famay 1
Oxygen Minimum Zone Depth
Climatology (January - March)

Descrpton s Orygen Minemum Zars (defned sa

Begm ol
02 143 min)

Ditasets: Deries rom th Werkd Ot Al 2008 Deyges
sasat

Reterence: Garea, H E, RLA. Locarmen, T P Boyer, 4 |
QK Barancva, M M. Zwen, 90 0. R
vierss

Oxygen Minimum Zone Depth
Climatology (April - June)

escrgon Degi ofihe Ouygen Mesmum 22 (deted 54
oz=143mn

Oitasts: Devies om tha Werkd Ocaan Al 3009 Drygen
amaset

Reference: Garca, W E. R A. Locarme T P Boyet, 4.




Fixed and dynamic features defining EBSAS

Dynamic:
Fixed: North Pacific Transition Zone

Emperor Seamount Chain

Kilometres

Areas Described to Meet the EBSA Criteria L e 2’0-00‘




Areas meeting CBD Scientific Criteria for Ecologically or Biologically
Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs, annex 1 to decision 1X/20) : areas in ABNJ
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Disclaimer: This is an information ONLY for the presentation at the SBSTTA 17

Plenary Event. Some information on the map is yet to be finalized. This is NOT for
QUOTATION or Distribution.

Marine Geaspatial Ecology Lats, Duke University (2013)
Conventionon
Biological Diversity




Next steps:

 Move from scientific expert process to more systematic
assessment of representative coverage and types of sites;
» Assess threats, pressures and status level for EBSA sites;

« Evaluate future management priorities
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Conventionon
Biological Diversity  VVhat Happens Now?

How could the scientific
information used to describe
EBSA be used to support
biodiversity conservation,
management and
sustainable use?

7 existing high seas
governance agreements
S y, ranked against systematic
See P ¢ o - . .
< oj‘ffern,,,;;\-\- = o conservation planning criteria
\\fftfves Biodivers™ // Ban et al. 2013. Systematic conservation
T T 'DP@ planning: A better recipe for managing the
i - high seas for biodiversity conservation and
sustainable use. Conservation Letters

“ MARINE BIODIVERSITY hulp



Western South Pacific Example (analysis undertaken by
CSIRO-Australia)

«Scientific information about areas meeting EBSA criteria
*Geo-referenced information on threats and pressures
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What are the pressures facing EBSAS?

150°E 160°E ° 160°W 150°W 140°W 130°W




Interaction between Pressures and
Ecological/Biological Values

Pelagic Benthic Shipping Climate Cyclones

Fisheries Fisheries Change

New
Hebrides
Trench

Seamounts
of West
Norfolk

Louisville
Ridge

Central
Pacific
Equatorial
Productivity
Zone

Ua Puakaoa
Seamounts

A
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Forming the basis for ecosystem

based management

EBSA can be used as the building
block to begin developing
ecosystem based management

|ldentifying values (EBSA)

*Determining objectives

|ldentifying and mapping
pressures

*Develop management actions

sEstablishment of monitoring
«Cause and Effect Modelling
«Selection of Indicators
*Prioritise Indicators

 Implementation

eEvaluation and Review

aw

Report performance

Review
Update understanding of system,
and management plan

Compare predictions
with monitoring data

Within present
management plan,
adjust management
actions

Assemble existing
understanding

Im P lement Engage stakeholders

management
actions

and objective setting

Determine
management
objectives

Establish
monitoring
program

Make predictions from system
understanding; design management
strategy both for preferred outcomes
and to yield new learning

Develop
management
actions

MARINE BIODIVERSITY hialy

in system understanding



SUMMARY

e A fractured long-winded process

« But real progress has been ma \
« Defining EBSAS is a first step in&&ining
acceptance for managing ABNJ

. EBSAs are not MPAs, but areas that are'
be of value by mternatlonal communlty

yternational

monitoring
e What else can we




