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Note by the Executive Secretary 

1.  The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith an information document entitled “Aid to 
biodiversity and OECD DAC work on Rio markers, biodiversity and development”. The document was 
submitted by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), for the information 
of participants in the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 
Implementation of the Convention. 

2.  The document is being circulated in the form and language in which it was provided to the 
Secretariat.

                                                           
* UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/1. 
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Measuring and Monitoring External Financing for Development 
in support of Biodiversity 

 
Robust and transparent statistics on external financing for development in support of biodiversity 
are important both to enable development finance to be allocated and channelled more 
effectively, and to build trust and hold countries to account on their commitments to increase 
biodiversity finance to developing countries.  
 

The OECD DAC Creditor Reporting System and Rio markers 
 

The OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) has been measuring and monitoring external 
financing for development targeting the objectives of the Rio Conventions, including biodiversity, 
since 1998 through the "Creditor Reporting System" using the "Rio markers”.   
 

The Rio markers indicate donors’ policy objectives for every bilateral aid activity.   OECD DAC 
members’ bilateral commitments are screened and marked as either (i) targeting biodiversity as a 
'principal’ objective or a 'significant' objective, or (ii) not targeting biodiversity objectives at all.  The 
markers allow for an approximate quantification of the financial flows targeting the objectives 
of the Rio Conventions.     
 

Rio marker data is collected within the overall DAC statistical framework that is based on 
standardised definitions and classifications, enabling robust and comparable data collection across 
countries. Finance flows are captured together with over 50 fields of descriptive information 
including on which sectors, countries, regions and income groups are targeted, and how this aid is 
flowing, i.e. as grants or loans.  
 

For information on the Rio markers, analysis and to access activity-level data please visit: 
www.oecd.org/dac/stats/rioconventions.htm 

 
Improving OECD DAC biodiversity-related development finance statistics 

The OECD DAC Joint Task Team of the Network on Environment and Development Co-operation 
(ENVIRONET) and Working Party on Development Finance Statistics (WP-STAT) is actively working 
to improve the quality, coverage, use and communication of OECD DAC environment and 
development finance statistics, including the “Rio markers”.  The overarching goal is to ensure that 
DAC methodologies and data remain the reference for the international community in 
measuring Official Development Assistance (ODA) and non-export credit Other Official Flows 
(OOF) related to biodiversity, climate change, desertification and other environmental concerns.  

The Task Team seeks to achieve this goal by:  

 Facilitating improved use and understanding of the Rio markers, including through training 
workshops with developed and developing country policy makers and others. 

 Improving the quality, coverage and robustness of the Rio markers and their 
implementation.  

 Supporting international communities to clarify their information needs and to use or to build 
on the existing DAC data and systems, avoiding duplicative systems.   

 Increasing transparency and supporting greater accountability in reporting to the Rio 
Conventions 

 

For further information, please contact Valerie.Gaveau@oecd.org and Stephanie.Ockenden@oecd.org  

www.oecd.org/dac/environment-development/statistics.htm#taskteam 
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DAC ENVIRONET Work on Biodiversity and Development Policy 
 
The OECD DAC ENVIRONET is preparing a Scoping Paper on Biodiversity and Development 
Co-operation. The paper will provide a foundation on the development side for future joint 
OECD work on Biodiversity and Development between ENVIRONET and the Environment Policy 
Committee’s Working Party on Biodiversity, Water and Ecosystems (WPBWE) in 2015-16.  
 
This paper will be completed in 2014 and aims to outline the current state-of-play of 
development co-operation in promoting the integration of biodiversity into development. 
It is divided into the following four sections: 
 

1. Official Development Finance to Biodiversity – Trends and Patterns 
2. Mainstreaming Biodiversity into Development Planning and Policy 
3. Tools to Address Trade-Offs and to Manage for Results 

4. Donor Practice in Partner Countries: Alignment and Harmonisation 

Preliminary messages from an assessment of bilateral aid to biodiversity (part 1 above): 
 
Bilateral ODA to biodiversity is generally increasing, in part as OECD DAC members are 
increasingly exploiting synergies between climate change and biodiversity  
 

Total bilateral biodiversity-related ODA commitments by OECD DAC members reached USD 6.1 
billion on average in 2010-12, representing 5% of total bilateral ODA. Of this, 79% of 
biodiversity-related ODA also targeted climate change objectives. 

 
Significant bilateral development co-operation activities for biodiversity are supporting capacity 
building 
 

Almost 40% of biodiversity-related ODA activities are estimated to target capacity building in 
2010-12, such as strengthening policy frameworks and institutions; research, education and 
training; and the management of, provision of, and access to finance. 

 
ODA alone is not enough to fill the biodiversity finance gap in developing countries 
 

While ODA will remain important to developing countries in their efforts on biodiversity, even 
when scaled up, it will only be one of many different sources of funding required to fill the 
biodiversity finance gap. As an illustration of magnitude, while bilateral ODA to biodiversity 
averaged USD 6.1 billion per year over 2010-12, a High Level Panel, established by the CBD to 
cost the resource requirements for achieving the 20 Aichi Targets in the 2011-2020 Strategic 
Plan for Biodiversity, estimated an overall cost of USD 150 billion to USD 440 billion per year. 

 
ODA needs to act as a catalyst to leverage other forms of biodiversity finance to fill the financing 
gap in developing countries   

Possible measures that are already working in some developing countries include 
environmental fiscal reform, markets for green products, conservation trust funds, and 
payments for ecosystem services. 

 

For further information please contact Anna.Drutschinin@OECD.org,  
Juan.CasadoAsensio@OECD.org and Jan.Corfee-Morlot@OECD.org  
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