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United Nations Decade on Biodiversity





 Ref.: SCBD/OES/BD/DC/CE/86029 
26 October 2016
N O T I F I C A T I O N
Information regarding the High-Level Segment of the UN Biodiversity Conference, 
Cancun, Mexico 2016
Dear Madam/Sir,


The Government of the United Mexican States, in consultation with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, will host the high-level segment of the UN Biodiversity Conference, on 2‑3 December 2016, in Cancun, Mexico.  

I would like to urge Parties that have not yet responded to the invitation to the high-level segment, to please confirm participation to juan.mateos@semarnat.gob.mx and enrique.lendo@semarnat.gob.mx  as soon as possible. Participation in the high-level segment is of strategic importance to strengthen efforts to achieve the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  I would like to remind Parties that the invitation to participate in the high‑level segment is also extended to other ministers in the agriculture, forests, fisheries and tourism sectors. 

On behalf of the host Government, I would like to share the following important information regarding programme and related logistical arrangements:
Programme and Interventions by Ministers/Heads of Delegation

The Information Note for Participants containing an updated programme for the high-level segment can be found in the high-level segment website
.   

The discussions throughout the two days will take place in plenary sessions and in four roundtables (two parallel sessions per day) as follows:  
· Friday, 2 December (afternoon session)
· Roundtable on Agriculture 
· Roundtable on Tourism

· Saturday, 3 December (morning session)
· Roundtable on Forests
· Roundtable on Fisheries

Each Minister or Head of Delegation will have the opportunity to participate in one roundtable discussion each day.  The interventions of ministers or heads of delegation will be done as part of an interactive dialogue that will take place in the roundtable discussions. 
The roundtable dialogues aim to highlight positive examples of the mainstreaming of biodiversity, as well as challenges and opportunities for each sector. Informal interactions during the discussions are strongly encouraged rather than prepared statements. To maximize participation, we appreciate that interventions be no more than 3-4 minutes in length. In order to assist in the preparation of interventions and to guide the discussions, short briefing notes for each sector are available on the high-level segment website
.  

In order to best accommodate preferences, I kindly request all Parties who have confirmed attendance to the high-level segment to:

a.) Indicate which two sector roundtables your Minister(s) or Head of Delegation would like to attend during the high‑level segment (one per day); and 

b.) Indicate in which one of these two roundtables your Minister(s) or Head of Delegation would like to prioritize an intervention;
c.) Indicate the nature/narrative of the intervention. 

Preferences can be indicated by completing the enclosed form and submitting it to secretariat@cbd.int as soon as possible, but no later than 7 November 2016.   
No formal statements by Parties will be accommodated in the plenary sessions of the high-level segment. Ministers or heads of delegations who wish to deliver additional remarks in the form of a prepared speech or statement are invited to deliver these remarks in the press room that will be available during the high-level segment and throughout the conference.  Please see notification 2016-115
 for specific indications on how to reserve space for a press conference.  Prepared statements will also be posted on the conference website
.  
Cancun Commitments and Coalitions for Enhanced Implementation
In notification 2016-111
, I invited Parties and other Governments, along with partner organizations and other stakeholders, to bring to my attention actions taken or that are being planned related to the achievement of a particular Aichi Biodiversity Target or groups of targets.   I am pleased to inform you that the templates for proposals are available on the dedicated website
 and the deadline has been extended to 7 November 2016. Such actions will be announced during the high-level segment or during the conference. 
Special High-Level Luncheon Event: “Biodiversity and Sustainable Development”

A special high-level luncheon will take place on 2 December 2016, and will feature a discussion on how implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity can help countries achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals.  As space is limited, ministers and heads of delegation are invited to confirm participation in this event to secretariat@cbd.int by 7 November 2016.
Finally, I would like to invite Parties who have other sector ministers or heads of delegations attending the high-level segment, to share this information with them, as appropriate.

 Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias


Executive Secretary

Enclosure
High-Level Segment of the UN Biodiversity Conference
Roundtable Participation Form
This form should be completed by each minister or head of delegation attending the high-level segment (this includes invited ministers from other sectors). 
Country: ________________________________________________
Name of Minister/Head of Delegation: ________________________________________

Please mark with an “X” the roundtable of your preference:
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Agriculture



Tourism
 

3 December 2016

Forests
 



Fisheries
 
In order to help us facilitate a structured dialogue, please mark with an “X” the nature or narrative most closely related to your preferred intervention: 


Positive Example of Biodiversity Mainstreaming


Actions Needed for Biodiversity Mainstreaming


Challenges to Biodiversity Mainstreaming


Other (Please provide further explanation below)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete and submit this form to secretariat@cbd.int as soon possible, but no later than 7 November 2016.
Intervention:


Please check one preference





Attendance:


Please check one session per day 
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� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/cop/preparation/cop13-hls/default.shtml" �https://www.cbd.int/cop/preparation/cop13-hls/default.shtml� 


� Ibid


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2016/ntf-2016-115-cop13-pressconference-en.pdf" �https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2016/ntf-2016-115-cop13-pressconference-en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/cop2016/" �https://www.cbd.int/cop2016/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2016/ntf-2016-111-pledges-en.pdf" �https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2016/ntf-2016-111-pledges-en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/cop2016/ccc/" �https://www.cbd.int/cop2016/ccc/� 
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