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N O T I F I C A T I O N
Invitation to participate in the peer review of 
Draft Voluntary Guidelines on Peer-Review Processes for the Description of 
Areas Meeting the Criteria for Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) 
and Other Relevant Compatible and Complementary Scientific Criteria


Dear Sir or Madam,

In decision 16/16, the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) requested the Secretariat to develop voluntary guidelines on peer-review processes for the description of areas meeting the criteria for ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) and other relevant compatible and complementary scientific criteria, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice. In response to this request, the Secretariat prepared a draft version of these guidelines, which are hereby being made available for peer review. 

Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, and relevant organizations are invited to review the draft guidelines, which are available here. A background document (available here) has also been prepared to provide further information on the issues addressed in the guidelines. 

Comments must be submitted by 26 February 2026 using the template provided in the annex to this notification. Only comments using this template will be accepted. The template may be uploaded through the clearing-house mechanism (CHM), using this link, or sent by e-mail to the Secretariat (secretariat@cbd.int) if technical problems prevent the use of the CHM. Comments received will be publicly available on the CHM. 

Please accept, Sir, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.



 	(Signed) Astrid Schomaker
Executive Secretary










TEMPLATE FOR PEER-REVIEW COMMENTS
on
Draft Voluntary Guidelines on Peer-Review Processes for the Description of 
Areas Meeting the Criteria for Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) 
and Other Relevant Compatible and Complementary Scientific Criteria
Kindly submit the peer review comments in WORD format. Please do not provide comments on editorial issues.
	Contact information:
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	Given Name:
	

	
	

	Government (if applicable):
	

	
	

	Organization (if applicable):
	

	
	

	E-mail:
	

	
	



	Comments on the Draft Voluntary Guidelines on Peer-Review Processes for the Description of Areas Meeting the Criteria for Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) and Other Relevant Compatible and Complementary Scientific Criteria

	Page
	Paragraph #
	Line #
	Comment

	0
	0
	
	This is an example of an entry of a general comment

	3
	6
	2
	This is an example of a specific comment on page 3, paragraph 6, line 2

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”




	To: CBD National Focal Points, Marine and Coastal Biodiversity Focal Points, SBSTTA Focal Points, indigenous peoples and local communities, and relevant global and regional organizations and initiatives
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