Convention on
Biological Diversity

Ref.: SCBD/SSSF/SS/JEC/VH/IM/92805 12 June 2026

NOTIFICATION
Invitation for nominations to the Kunming dialogue on collective progress in the implementation of
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework in support of the global review

Dear Sir or Madam,

In decision 16/32, the Conference of the Parties decided that the global review would be a Party-
led process and requested the Executive Secretary to facilitate an informal technical dialogue among Parties,
indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth representatives, academia, the private and
financial sectors, experts and other stakeholders. This request was reiterated in recommendation 27/1 of the
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, and in recommendation 1/5 of the
Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity Related to
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities. The dialogue will take place on 7-9 September 2026 with a
day for regional consultations on 6 September 2026. While the venue is proposed to be Kunming, China,
this remains subject to final confirmation. As part of this process, I am pleased to invite Parties, indigenous
peoples and local communities and observers to nominate representatives to participate in this dialogue.

To ensure an interactive dialogue, a maximum of three delegates per Party and a limited number of
representatives from indigenous peoples and local communities and observers will be able to participate in
person. To facilitate broader engagement, the plenary sessions will be livestreamed.

The Secretariat hopes to be in a position to provide funding for one delegate per eligible Party as well
as for selected representatives from indigenous peoples and local communities and for participants
representing women, youth and technical and scientific cooperation centres. Funded participants will be
provided with air travel and a daily subsistence allowance, in accordance with UN rules.

Nominations should be submitted to the Secretariat by e-mail to: secretariat@cbd.int, as soon as
possible and no later than 30 June 2026. Due to the time needed for visa applications and for planning the
dialogue, it will not be possible to accept late applications for in-person participation, and it will not be
possible to provide financial support for any request submitted after the deadline. The information to be
provided in the nomination letters is described below:

Parties

Parties are invited to submit the designation of their representatives through an official letter of
nomination signed by the national focal point. Where relevant, the letter should identify the designated
representative to receive financial support.

Indigenous peoples and local communities and organizations

The participation will be limited to twenty representatives of indigenous peoples and local
communities, ten representatives each from women and youth organizations, two participants from each of
the Convention’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Support Centres and eighty other participants,
including representatives of academia, the private and financial sectors, experts, and other stakeholders. To
support the selection of participants, representatives of indigenous peoples and local communities and

To: CBD national focal points, ABS focal points, Cartagena Protocol focal points, SBSTTA focal points,
indigenous peoples and local communities, relevant organizations, and Technical and Scientific
Cooperation Support Centres of the Convention
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organizations should provide an expression of interest in the form of an official letter signed by the head of
the organization, providing a statement explaining the organization's interest in participating in the dialogue.
The letter should indicate, where relevant, which experts are requesting financial support. Only complete
applications will be considered.

Please note that the Convention’s online registration tool (Kronos) will be used for the registration
process. Documents and information relevant to the dialogue will be made available in due course.

Please accept, Sir, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Astrid Schomaker
Executive Secretary

Enclosure



Annex

Kunming dialogue on collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework in support of the global review

Concept note

Background

1. In 2022, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (the Framework) was
adopted during the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity following a four-year consultation and negotiation process. This landmark decision sets
out 4 goals for 2050 and 23 targets for 2030 conceived as a pathway for reaching the global vision
of a world living in harmony with nature by 2050. A comprehensive package of decisions aimed at
supporting implementation was adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting,
including a mechanism for reviewing implementation through a mid-term review at its seventeenth
meeting and a final review at its nineteenth meeting'.

2. Through decision 16/32, the Conference of the Parties agreed on how the global review would
be conducted, highlighting that the global review will be a Party-led process and include engagement
with Parties formally through Subsidiary Bodies and submissions of views and informally through
informal technical dialogue. The Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to
facilitate an informal technical dialogue among Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities,
women and youth representatives, academia, the private and financial sectors, experts, and other
stakeholders as part of the process leading up to the global review. This request was re-emphasized
by Parties at both the twenty-seventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice and the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other
Provisions of the Convention Related to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities?.

3. At the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to be held in Yerevan in October
2026, Parties will take stock of progress and gaps in implementing the Framework. With biodiversity
and ecosystems in continuing decline, this first global review of the Framework represents a critical
opportunity to identify areas most in need of greater focus and accelerated action. An informal
technical dialogue held prior to the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties offers the
opportunity to re-galvanise commitments and acceleration of actions towards the implementation of
the Framework by sharing best practices and solutions and identifying options for further acceleration
of actions.

Objectives

4. To create an informal forum for open technical dialogue among Parties, indigenous peoples
and local communities, experts and relevant stakeholders with the aim to:

(a) Develop a shared understanding of progress and gaps, based on the findings from the
global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Framework;

(b) Identify opportunities for enhanced action and support, as well as for strengthening
cooperation between Parties and actors other than national Governments towards the implementation
of the Framework;
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(c)  Provide a platform for re-galvanizing commitment across all targets of the Framework,
particularly targets where progress is lagging.

Venue and timing

5. The dialogue will be conducted over 3 days from 7 to 9 September 2026. Regional and major
groups will be provided space to self-organize their own meetings on 6 September 2026, upon
request. While the venue is proposed to be Kunming, China, this remains subject to final
confirmation.re

6. A series of parallel online discussions will be held during 7 to 9 September 2026 and the
plenary sessions of the dialogue will be live streamed.

Co-chairs and moderation

7. Co-Chairs would be selected to preside over the Dialogue. The proposed Co-Chairs for the
Dialogue would be:

(a) Presidency of the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting: Co-Chair:
Representative of China;

(b)  Co-Chair from a developed country, to be confirmed.

8. The Co-Chairs would preside over the Plenary sessions. The members of the Ad Hoc Scientific
and Technical Advisory Group for the Preparation of the Global Report on Collective Progress in the
Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (Advisory Group) would
identify moderators for the facilitated discussion and World Café sessions.

Outcome of the Dialogue

9. The outcome of the Dialogue would be a non-negotiated Co-Chairs report capturing concrete
suggestions, messages and practical options for further actions that can support accelerated
implementation of the Framework.

Participation

10. Balanced participation will promote interactive discussion and effective engagement. The
following participation guidelines are proposed:

(a) The maximum number of participants allowed to register from each category would be:
(i)  Three participants from each Party;
(ii))  Twenty representatives of indigenous peoples and local communities;
(ii1)) Ten representatives each of women and youth;

(iv) Eighty other participants, including representatives of academia, the private and
financial sectors, experts, and other stakeholders;

(v) Two participants from each of the 18 Convention’s Technical and Scientific
Cooperation Support Centres.

11.  The number of participants is estimated to be around 400-500 people.



Modalities

12.  Participants will engage in conversation and dialogue with one another through a series of
facilitated discussions. Participants are encouraged not to have prepared statements.

13.  To maximize the utility for the global review, participants of the dialogue should base the
discussions primarily on the scientific, technical and technological aspects of the global report and
other relevant inputs for the global review?’.

14.  Throughout the Dialogue, conversation of a political nature or which relates to the negotiation
process should be avoided. All knowledge and experiences should be respected as contributions to
the discussion, to promote cooperation and build trust.

15. The Dialogue would be held in English only, while the host country may consider providing
its own translation to the local language for their representatives.

Agenda
16. The agenda will be organized as follows:

(@)  Day I: Shared understanding of progress and gaps, including sharing of best practices,
gaps and solutions;

(b)  Day 2: Opportunities for enhanced action and support, as well as for strengthening
cooperation between Parties and actors other than national Governments towards the implementation
of the Framework;

(c) Day 3: Re-galvanizing commitment across all targets of the Framework, particularly,
targets where progress lags.

It will also include a networking session with the Technical and Scientific Cooperation Support
Centres as an evening session.

3 According to subparagraph 24(h) of decision 16/32 which requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the dialogue.



