Sample Chapter II
The Current Status of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity – an Overview
The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity (NBS) outlines a national approach to biodiversity conservation. It reflects the responsibilities and interests of the states and territories while acknowledging the need for a national policy and a more consistent approach to protect biodiversity values across the country, including those of national and international significance. The NBS was endorsed in 1996 by all state and territory governments.

The NBS draws strongly on the principles of ecologically sustainable development that underpinned Australian Government strategic approaches to the environment and development in the 1990s. The NBS sought progress in a number of key areas including:

· Expanding representation in the reserves system and encouraging off-reserve conservation;

· Providing higher levels of protection for at risk and high value biodiversity;

· Promoting the integration of biodiversity conservation and natural resources management across the range of primary industry sectors;

· Identifying and managing threatening processes;

· Improving the knowledge base of biodiversity components;

· Involving communities, including indigenous communities in biodiversity conservation;

· Meeting international biodiversity obligations; and

· Supporting institutional reforms and other actions to enable implementation of the strategy.
The NBS was reviewed in 2001. A current review of the NBS will by finalised in 2009.

Targets and Indicators

International targets and indicators did not inform the development of the NBS  but are being considered in the current review.
The National State of the Environment report is the main process for reporting on the State of Australia’s Biological Diversity: www.environment.gov.au/soe/index.html
Contribution to Implementation of CBD Articles
The NBS generally supported the articles of the Convention on Biological Diversity with a particular emphasis on Article 6 In-situ Conservation.

Progress on Priority Activities

A review of the NBS in 2001 found that the national strategy needed to be more focussed and targeted. As a result, the National Objectives and Targets for Biodiversity Conservation 2001-2005 (NOTS) were produced to provide time-bound objectives and targets for biodiversity conservation across the nation. Not all states and territories signed on to the National Objectives, although all jurisdictions have programs in place to meet many of the objectives and targets.
A 2006 review of the NOTS found that the document had influenced state and territory biodiversity policy, particularly at the level of overarching goals and strategic directions, but that many of the targets were not unachievable in the timeframes set.

The 2006 State of the Environment report provides a useful stock-take of progress made in protecting biodiversity: www.environment.gov.au/soe/2006/publications/commentaries/biodiversity/executive-summary.html
Domestic and International Funding for Priority Activities

It is not possible to provide a funding amount as the NBS is jointly implemented across several jurisdictions (state and federal).
Analysis of Effectiveness of National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

A 2001 review of the NBS found that there had been significant progress towards the goals of the national strategy but that there was a need for a greater focus on key priorities and for specific thematic objectives and targets to be developed.
A 2006 review of the alignment between the NBS and relevant state/territory biodiversity/conservation strategies found a high level of consistency between national and state biodiversity policies.

