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Chapter IV - Conclusions:  Progress towards the 2010 Target and Implementation of the Strategic Plan 

Purpose 

(1) In this chapter, Parties are requested to draw together key information or findings from previous chapters in order to assess how actions taken to implement the Convention at the national level have contributed to achieving progress towards the 2010 target and the goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention. 3/   

A.  Progress Towards the 2010 Target

Information requested

(2) In this subsection, Parties are requested to assess progress towards the 2010 target at the national level, using the provisional framework for goals and targets adopted by decision VIII/15 and reproduced in annex II of the guidelines.  For each goal or target of the provisional framework, Parties are invited to provide information on:

(a) National targets established (or global targets adopted);

(b) Incorporation of target into relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral strategies, plans and programmes;

(c) Progress made towards the target (including contributions of NBSAP implementation as well as implementation of thematic programmes and cross-cutting issues to progress towards the 2010 target);

(d) Indicators used for measuring progress;

(e) Obstacles encountered;

B.
Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention

Information requested

(3) In this subsection, Parties are requested to assess progress in meeting, or contributing to, the relevant goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan (reproduced in annex III of the guidelines) by providing:

(a) A brief description of national goals established to achieve the Strategic Plan’s goals and objectives, where appropriate;

(b) Information on the overall state of progress made towards these goals and objectives.  In doing so, Parties are invited to include an assessment of the extent to which actions taken to implement NBSAPs and related sectoral and cross-sectoral plans have contributed to progress towards these goals and objectives, using relevant indicators as appropriate;

(c) An analysis of obstacles encountered;

(4) Considering that a few objectives of Goal 1 of the Strategic Plan (namely, objectives 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3) are to be achieved at the Convention level rather than at the national level, Parties are invited to give their perspective on the extent to which the goals and objectives are being achieved at the Convention level, and to report on national contributions to the achievement of these objectives, if any. 

(5) For objectives 1.4, 2.4, 3.2 and 4.2 of the Strategic Plan (which relate to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety only) a brief summary should be provided, with cross-reference to relevant information provided in national reports requested under the Protocol.

The Czech Republic has developed national targets which can be found in the table below or are very well described in the Third National Report which was already sent to the CBD Secretariat. We have chosen a table format which we consider better to understand and to analyze. It is, from our point of view better to understand. The table contains also the part how the target was/ was not incorporated into other relevant sectoral and cross – sectoral strategies, plans and programmes of the Ministry of the Environment, but also other relevant ministries. This main goal has also the NBSAP which was approved by the Government in 2005. As the NBSAP was officially published in 2006 and the first assessment questionnaire was sent out to other ministries late in 2007, the results are not yet in place but will be presented at the Regional workshop for the NBSAP (Vilm 26- 30 April 2008). 

For better illustration we elaborate each goal/target of the framework more precisely and comprehensively on the pages following the summarizing table.

	Global Targets
	National target development
	Integration of targets
	Indicator development

	
	No
	Same as global target
	Yes (text of national target)
	No
	In NBSAPs
	In other programmes
	Yes
	No

	1.1
	
	
	See page 16 in the Third national Report
	
	Yes, see the Third National Report
	Yes, Strategy for Sustainable Development State Environmental Policy (SEP),  
	indicator: status of habitats – favourable conservation status
	Not specifically this – we take the 

	1.2
	
	Similar targets – see page 18 of the third national report
	
	
	Yes, see the Third National Report
	Yes, Strategy for Sustainable Development State Environmental Policy,
	Status of habitats – Favourable conservation status
	

	2.1
	
	
	See page 19, 3rd NR
	
	Yes
	Red Data Book for Endangered Species, Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,)
	According to the EU Assessment Reports according to the Article 17 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EHS) – indicator on status of vascular, non-vascular plants, insect, other invertebrates, fish and lamprey, amphibians, reptiles, mammals, birds – Common Bird Index – see the attached results –graphs,. More information in the attached Doc.(ppt) 
	

	2.2
	
	Similar targets in SEP 
	See page 23 of the 3rd NR
	
	
	Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,), Guidelines fore Rescue programmes
	IUCN Red list – Czech categorization done by the IUCN  
	

	3.1
	
	
	See page 26 of the 3rd National Report
	
	
	National Programme for the conservation and use of genetic resources of flora fauna and microorganism important for nutrition, agriculture, forest management
	yes
	

	4.1
	
	See page 28, 29 of the 3rd NR
	
	
	
	National Forestry Programme, SEWP, NBSAP
	Regarding to forests - wood
	

	4.2
	
	Same as 4.1.
	
	
	
	See 4.1.
	
	

	4.3
	
	yes
	Indigenous wild flora and fauna not use for international Trade, CITES Member State
	
	
	Indigenous wild flora and fauna not use for international Trade, CITES Member State
	
	

	5.1
	
	Similar, see page 33, 3rd NR
	NBSAP – e.g.- minimize fragmentation of the landscape caused by migration barriers 
	
	
	
	
	

	6.1
	
	Similar, see page 34, 3rd National Report
	NBSAP, Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,)
	
	
	State Nature Conservation Programme, Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,)
	
	Black list of Invasive species, see the EEA report for indicators, CZ included

	6.2
	
	Target is part of our Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,)
	See Act on Protection of Nature and the Landscape (11/1992 Coll,), para 38
	
	
	
	
	Indicator – No of protected areas with management plans 

	7.1
	x
	x
	Only similar targets not specifically on biodiversity – see the National Programme to Abate the Climate Change impacts, page 38 3rd NR
	
	
	See page 38 3rd NR
	
	

	7.2
	
	x
	National Programme to Abate the Climate Change impacts, page 39, 3rd NR, Kyoto Party, SEP, NBSAP, see page 41 of the 3rd NR
	
	
	Page 41, 3rd NR
	
	Nitrogen deposition

	8.1
	
	
	Related to 8.2, see page 46 3rd NR, NBSAP, Sustainable development Strategy, SEP (2004-2010)
	
	
	More info in the 3rd NR
	
	

	8.2
	
	
	Related to 8.2, see page 46 3rd NR, NBSAP, Sustainable development Strategy, SEP (2004-2010)
	
	
	More info in the 3rd NR, page 49-52
	
	Ecological farming, water quality, 

	9.1
	x
	
	Not relevant for the CZ
	
	
	
	
	

	9.2
	x
	
	Not relevant for the CZ
	
	
	
	
	

	10.1
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.2
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.1
	
	x
	The Official Development Assistance Programme still in place an improving – actions on the biodiversity Conservation , e.g. republic of Kazakhstan – ODA  
	
	
	
	
	

	11.2
	
	x
	Partly with ODA
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Data source: Michael.Hosek@nature.cz (Presentation at the CBD Committee of the Czech Republic, 7/November 2007)
We also elaborated all 26 EEA indicators based on the CBD focal areas: 

Streamlining the European Biodiversity Indicators (SEBI 2010) is the European framework for developing biodiversity indicators. The European Commission uses the SEBI 2010 indicators as part of the 2008 mid-term evaluation of progress towards the 2010 targets (see 

http://biodiversity-chm.eea.europa.eu/information/indicator/F1090245995/fol591978) 

Here is the list of biodiversity indicators with the information of how they are used in the Czech Republic to assess progress towards 2010 target at a national level (numbering and indicator headlines were derived from the list of 26 SEBI 2010 indicators - http://biodiversity-chm.eea.europa.eu/information/indicator/F1090245995/fol591978/SEBI_2010_indicators__from_EEA_Tech_Report_11_2007_.pdf) There is no single entity which would be responsible for coordination of evaluation and distribution of data to other partners/means. Nonetheless, there is a progress. It is possible that a research project aiming at coordination of approach within indicators with also development of so called – Biodiversity Index – could be carried out. The current status – the Organization/Agency responsible for its/their indicator collects data and provides the outcomes to EUROSTAT, EEA, European Commission and others. In case where the indicator is also required by any of the European Directives there are more money and efforts to develop such indicator and provide data (and to find money). In other cases it is sometimes very hard to seek for money, support, coordination:

1) Abundance and distribution of selected species – a) Birds: this indicator is used- mainly the Common Bird Index (http://www.birdlife.cz/); the data have been collected and evaluated by Czech Society for Ornithology since 1982. b) Butterflies – there are some data collected and evaluated in the Entomological Institute of the Czech Academy of Science, the project fully depends on voluntary contributions form donors. Related to SEBI 2010 it is necessary to strengthen the efforts.

2) Red List Index for European Species – suitable data are available currently for birds only and the indicator shows trends in the overall threat status of species of birds at a European level. Therefore, this indicator is not used as such at the national level.  

3) Species of European interest – this indicator is used; the data - results are available at www.biomonitoring.cz. The obligation of monitoring of the favourable conservation status of species of European interest is carried out according to Article 17 of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic has been entrusted with this task by the Ministry of the Environment, The report was sent on 20/60/7 to the Cion. The monitoring will continue, the ANCLP has developed a huge data center/data bank which will start to be widely used by local authorities during their decision- making. 

4) Ecosystem coverage – the data are available at the national level within the Corine land cover database (http://terrestrial.eionet.europa.eu/CLC2000/countries/cz/full). It includes land cover classes (aggregated into ecosystem types) and changes in land cover over the period of time. However, this indicator has not yet been further assessed and used in relation to 2010 target.

5) Habitats of European interest - this indicator is used; the data are available at www.biomonitoring.cz. The obligation of monitoring of the conservation status of species of European interest is provided according to Article 17 of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic has been entrusted with this task by the Ministry of the Environment. The report was sent on 20/60/7 to the Cion. The monitoring will continue, the ANCLP has developed a huge data center/data bank which will start to be widely used by local authorities during their decision- making.

6) Livestock genetic diversity – the data are available at the national level. The institution responsible for the data collection and assessment is the Institute for Animal Science (http://www.cittadella.cz/vuzv/index.php). As part of international agreements the Czech Republic regularly provides data to global information system FAO-DADIS, and the European system EFABIS. FAO-DADIS:http://dad.fao.org/ EFABIS:   http://efabis.tzv.fal.de/. The Institute is also a European Regional Focal Point for Farm Animal Genetic Resources, ERFP) (matlova.vera@vuzv.cz )

7) Nationally designated protected areas – the data are available at the national level and the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic is obliged, under the No. 114/1992 Coll., Act on the Protection on Nature and the Landscape, to collect and administer these data (http://drusop.nature.cz). 

8) Sites designated under the EU Habitats and Birds Directive - this indicator is used; the data are available at www.biomonitoring.cz. The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic is responsible for monitoring of the status of implementation of the EU Habitats (92/43/EEC) and Birds (79/409/EEC) Directives. 

9) Critical load excess for nitrogen – the data are available; the Czech Geological Survey carried out the evaluation of critical loads of nitrogen for three forest ecosystem types in the Czech Republic. http://www.mnp.nl/cce/publ/PR2007.jsp, http://www.geology.cz/extranet
10) Invasive alien species in Europe – the data are available from the nation-wide mapping of biotopes which was carried out in relation to the creation of Natura 2000 network and can be processed and published. Data – mainly for plants have been collecting since 1980 and mainly the Academy of Science made the most of the work. Data are available also for animals. Upon request – we can provide you information (charts) which we got as a result of a project in 2006. 

11) Occurrence of temperature-sensitive species – commonly agreed on data sets with thermo-sensitive species do not exist in the Czech Republic. This is the reason this indicator has not been used at the national level.

12) Marine Trophic Index of European seas – this indicator is not applicable in the Czech Republic

13) Fragmentation of natural and semi-natural areas – the indicator developed; the data are available at the national level within the Corine land cover database (http://terrestrial.eionet.europa.eu/CLC2000/countries/cz/full). It includes land cover classes and changes in land cover over the period of time. 

14) Fragmentation of river systems – the data are available (www.vuv.cz) They can be provided upon request

15) Nutrients in transitional, coastal and marine waters - this indicator is not applicable in the Czech Republic

16) Freshwater quality – the data are available (http://www.cenia.cz/web/www/web-pub2.nsf/$pid/CENMSFMVTMNS/$FILE/kap_b2.pdf). A total of 330 profiles of state water quality monitoring network are located within the territory of the Czech Republic along important water courses and selected border water courses. With a maximum of 12 times a year annually physical-chemical, heavy metals, biological and microbiological and other analysis are carried out at these sites. The monitoring of freshwater quality is obligatory according to the Water Framework Directive. 

17) Forest: growing stock, increment and felling - the annually updated forest inventory data are available (http://www.uhul.cz/zelenazprava/2006/ZZ_2006.pdf).

18) Forest: deadwood – the data are available from the project carried out by the Forest Management Institute in years 2000 – 2004. The results, taking into account the volume of deadwood, can be found at: http://www.uhul.cz/il/vysledky/republika/b/seznam.php
19) Agriculture: nitrogen balance – the data are available; reporting of the data sets concerning the total amount inputs and outputs of different types of fertilizers is obligatory under the CAP. Specific data and trends can be found at: http://81.0.228.70/attachments/Zem_2006.pdf, http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes//agriculture.

20) Agriculture: area under management practices potentially supporting biodiversity – the data about agri-environmental measures are monitored by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic and are available in annual so called” Green Reports” (http://www.mze.cz/Index.aspx?ch=73&typ=1&val=38251&ids=0). 

21) Fisheries: European commercial fish stocks – indicator not applicable in the Czech Republic

22) Aquaculture: effluent water quality from fishing farms – indicator has not been developed in the Czech Republic

23) Ecological Footprint of European countries – the data are available. This issue is followed up by a number of non-governmental organisations in the Czech Republic. One of them, Zeleny kruh, analysed the statistical data at the national level and the published brochure can be found at http://www.zelenykruh.cz/dokumenty/ceska-stopa.pdf. Other data at national and international levels are available at http://www.footprintnetwork.org.

24) Patent applications based on genetic resources – the indicator is not developed in the Czech Republic. The Industrial Property Office http://isdvapl.upv.cz/servlet/page?_pageid=82,110&_dad=portal30&_schema=PORTAL30 registers patent applications but not based on genetic resources for food and agriculture. However, patent applications regarding GMOs in the field of food and agriculture are processed by the above mentioned office on a regular basis. 

25) Financing biodiversity management – the indicator has not been developed yet at the national level. It could be available.  

26) Public awareness – the Eurobarometer quantitative questionnaire-based surveys regarding biodiversity issues have not been carried out in the Czech Republic yet.

Specific goals and targets: 

Goal 1. Promote the conservation of the biological diversity of ecosystems, habitats and biomes

	The Czech Republic has established a system or protected areas of particular importance to biodiversity according to Target 1.1 and 1.2. 

Under the Czech National Council Act No. 114/1992 Coll., on the Protection of Nature and the Landscape, as amended later, most of from a point of view of nature valuable areas are protected by the special protective conditions. As of 10 December 2007, there were 2,219 Specially Protected Areas in six categories, totally covering 16.33 % of the whole territory of the country. The short characteristic of the Specially Protected Areas and the basic statistics on them is given below. The whole system of large- and small-size Specially Protected Areas has been established since the 1830s.
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The system consists of : 1.   National Parks 
The National Parks (NPs) are extensive areas that are unique on a national or international level, a considerable part of which consist of ecosystems that are natural or little affected by human activities, in which plants, animal and abiotic parts of ecosystems are of extraordinary scientific and educational importance.  All uses of NPs should aim at maintaining and improving their natural conditions and must be in agreement with scientific and educational aims for which they have been established. The text of the Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended deals with National Parks includes the Articles 15 – 24. NPs, their aims and detailed protection conditions are declared by Law. The Act also presents a list of activities which are prohibited in the area of NP and for which a special exception /permission is needed. 
Usually, a NP is divided into three protection zones, delimited according to natural values of the appropriate areas. In addition, a buffer zone can be established. The zones are generally declared by a Law and delimited by the Ministry of the Environment (MoE), after consultations with local authorities. The administrations of NPs issue Set of rules for visitors. The first zone is a no-entry area for visitors and has to be marked in the field. 
There is the NP Council - an advisory body advising i.e. in division of the NP in zones, management plans, Set of Rules for visitors, forest management, etc. Fishing and hunting can be limited or prohibited in NP. Forest management in NPs is carried out by their administrations.  
The NP administrations are the state administration authorities in nature conservation and landscape protection, fisheries and soil protection in their territories. 

Each National Park is a legal entity with its own budget. The Director of the National Park is appointed by the Minister of the Environment. A NP is managed by the administration according to its Management Plan which is carried out for a period of 10 years. 
The administration of the NP is supervised by the Ministry of the Environment. There are currently 4 National Parks in the Czech Republic covering totally 1.5 % of the whole territory of the country. All NPs are transboundary National Parks. For more details regarding to the National Parks see the www.nature.cz or www.npsumava.cz, http://ceskosaske-svycarsko.eu , www.krnap.cz, www.nppodyji.cz .Where you can find information, data etc. For basic information see the attached .pdf file (<Annex>) 
2. Protected Landscape Areas 
Protected Landscape Areas (PLAs) are extensive areas with harmonic landscape, characteristically developed relief, significant portion of forest and grassland natural ecosystems, with a high proportion of tree species outside forests, and sometimes with preserved historical settlements. Economic use of these areas is carried out on the basis of zoning so that natural conditions are maintained and improved and the optimal environmental function of the area is preserved and formed. 
Recreational use is permissible provided that it is not detrimental to the natural values in the protected landscape area.  The reference texts for the PLAs are in the Articles 25 – 27 of the Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended.  
PLAs, their aims and detailed protection conditions are declared by the Government Regulation. The Act also presents a list of activities which are prohibited in PLAs (similar to the NPs but not so strict) and for which a special permission is needed. 
As NPs, PLAs are also divided - into three, max. Four protection zones, in case of PLAs declared by the Governmental Regulation and delimited by the Decree of the Ministry of the Environment, after consultations with local authorities. 
The PLA administrations are the state administration authorities in nature conservation and landscape protection within their territories. They also manage National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and National Nature Monuments (NNMs) outside their territories, according to the special delimitation. Each Protected Landscape Area has its own budget. The Head of the Protected Landscape Area is appointed by the Director of the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic, which himself is appointed by the Minister of the Environment. A PLA is managed by the administration according to its Management Plan which is carried out for a period of 10 years. 

There are 25 PLAs in the Czech Republic varying in size from 4000 ha (PLA Blanik) to 116000 ha (PLA Beskydy). Statistic information can be found at the Central Register on nature conservation  http://drusop.nature.cz/ost/chrobjekty/zchru/index.php?frame&KATEGORIE=CHKO, basic information about each of the PLA can be found at: http://www.ochranaprirody.cz/?lang=en&cmd=page&type=102 (dark green areas). For basic information see the attached .pdf file (<Annex>)
3. National Nature Reserves
National Nature Reserves (NNRs) are areas with extraordinary natural values, where unique ecosystems that are significant from a national or international point of view are bound to the natural relief.  All uses of NNRs should aim at maintaining and improving their natural conditions. Legal texts: Articles 28 – 32 of the Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended. NNRs, their aims and protection conditions are declared by a Decree of the Ministry of the Environment. There is also a list of activities prohibited in NNRs where special permission is needed. The NNRs are established by the Ministry of the Environment and managed by the NP or PLA administrations, if they are located within their territories, or by the nearest PLA administration. There are currently 111 National Nature Reserves in the Czech Republic covering 0.35 % of the whole country’s territory, some of them are situated within National Parks or Protected Landscape Areas. More information including GIS layers, other info, maps at http://drusop.nature.cz/ost/chrobjekty/zchru/index.php?frame&KATEGORIE=NPR 
4. National Nature Monuments 
National Nature Monuments (NNMs)  - areas where the protection is extended to only single component of nature - geological or geomorphological phenomena, mineralogical or paleontological localities, sites of occurrence of rare species or sites of unusual aesthetic value. They can be influenced by human activities. Changes or devastation of NNMs as well as their economic use if it damages them is prohibited. Legal texts: Article 35 of the Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended. NNMs, their aims and protection conditions are declared by the Ministry of the Environment Decree. The NNMs are established by the Ministry of the Environment and managed by the NP or PLA administrations, if they are located within the territories of NPs or PLAs, or by the nearest PLA administration. There are currently 104 National Nature Monuments in the Czech Republic covering 0.03 % of the whole country’s territory; some of them are situated within National Parks or Protected Landscape Areas –see the chart above.  http://drusop.nature.cz/ost/chrobjekty/zchru/index.php?frame&KATEGORIE=NPP 


	5. Nature Reserves

Natural reserves (NRs) have a similar character of protection as National Nature Reserves, but they are regional (= provincial) or local significance. Changes or devastation of NRs as well as their economic use if it damages them is prohibited.  The Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended deals with the NRs in the articles 33 and 34. The Act lists activities which are prohibited in NRs and for which a special permission is needed. NRs, their aims and protection conditions are declared by regional authorities. The NRs are established and managed by regional authorities. There are currently 773 Nature Reserves in the Czech Republic covering 0.45 % of the whole territory of the country. http://drusop.nature.cz/ost/chrobjekty/zchru/index.php?frame&KATEGORIE=PR
6. Nature Monuments

Natural Monuments have a similar character of protection as National Nature Monuments, but are of regional (= provincial) or local significance. Changes or devastation of NMs as well as their economic use if it damages them is prohibited. The Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended later deals with the NMs in the article 36. NMs, their aims and protection conditions are declared by regional authorities. The NMs are established and managed by regional authorities. There are currently 1,189 Nature Monuments in the Czech Republic covering 0.34 % of the whole territory of the country. http://drusop.nature.cz/ost/chrobjekty/zchru/index.php?frame&KATEGORIE=PP 
In addition, there are two more categories declared under the above Act, which are not Specially Protected Areas, but which are transposed from the European Community legislation: which “establish the Natura 2000 network”.
i. Bird Areas (SPAs, Special Protection Areas)

Bird Areas are areas the most suitable from a point of view of occurrence, status and abundance of populations of the bird species occurring in the Czech Republic and listed in the European Communities legislation, i.e. in the Council Directive No.  79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds (“Birds Directive”). The article 45 § e) of the Act No. 114/1992 Act Coll., as amended.

They are established by the Government Regulation. The aim is to maintain survival and reproduction bird species. The Regulation can include a list of activities which have to be permitted by the Ministry of the Environment. If the Bird Area or its part(s) has not been a part of the existing Specially Protected Areas its delimitation shall be discussed with the appropriate regional and local authorities – this Act conditions has been ever fulfilled during the BA Designations. 
Within a Bird Area, land owners or leaseholders can be contracted to ensure protection of such area. 
There are currently 38 Bird Areas in the Czech Republic covering 8.9 % of the whole territory of the country. Because they overlap with the existing Specially Protected Areas (SPA) in more than 60 % of their surface, 3.3 % of the territory of the Czech Republic will be newly protected. The map of both Natura 2000 sites can be found either in the Third National Report or at www.natura2000.cz  Additional three Bird Areas have been recently determined, the Governmental Decree will come into force in May 2008. 

ii. Sites of European Importance (SCI, Sites of Community Importance)
Site of European Importance is a site requiring special territorial protection. It has been included into a list f sites on the territory of the Czech Republic under the European Communities  Council Directive No. 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, “Habitats Directive”) and requires territorial protection. 
The article 45, para a – d, concentrates on Sites of European Importance. It defines under which conditions the Sites of European Importance can be selected and listed on the SCI National List, declared by the Government Regulation. The List was already sent to the EC for approval. We received comments and are currently adding, supplementing the Lists at the Continental and Pannonian Biogeographical Region. Most of the Sites of European Importance are supposed to be declared as a Nature Monument, if they will not be protected by the above contract.   The whole procedure of Natura 2000 sites designation is described in the third National Report. 

Currently, the National List of the Czech Republic includes 863 proposed Sites of European Importance (=pSCIs). They cover almost 9 % of the territory of the country. See the map in the Third National Report. As they overlap with the existing Specially Protected Areas in more than 60 % of their surface, 3.3 % of the territory of the Czech Republic will be newly protected. More than half of the Sites of European Importance cover less than 20 hectares. 
According to the Act 114/1992 Coll., there is a status of Important – Monument trees – Exceptionally important trees, groups of trees, and avenues of trees, may be proclaimed tree monuments, through a decision of a nature protection authority. It is prohibited to damage, destroy, and disturb the natural development of, tree monuments; their tending shall be carried out with an approval of the authority which proclaimed the protection.
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Table: number of trees of selected species 1997-2007, source USOP http://drusop.nature.cz 
species

1997

1999

2003

2007

number of trees

number of trees
number of trees

number of trees

Tilia

1716

1827
2243

2668

Quercus

874

981
1222

1234

Fagus

208

227
299

348

Acer

200

193
253

115

Fraxinus

124

138
161

147

Ulmus

71

80

84

113

Taxus

57

67
77

92

Abies

54

10

23

23

Picea

46

44
75

77

Pyrus

46

49

56

68

Ginkgo

28

32
38

37

Total 

3424

3648

4531

4922




Goal 2. Promote the conservation of species diversity

	Under this Goal we have developed measures to restore, maintain or reduce the decline of populations of species of selected taxonomy groups as requested in Target 2.1. 
The Act No. 114/1992 Coll., as amended, includes ways of protecting special wildlife species (individuals or whole populations) as well as of protecting and managing their habitats. It is also recognised in the legislative instrument that habitat protection and ecologically sound management of ecosystems is the most cost-effective approach to preserve the diversity of species in a given territory. The measures taken both by the state Nature conservancy authorities and NGOs are described in the details below. 
Under the Act, all wild animals and plants are generally protected at all stages of their development, with the exception of species important from the point of view of the economy and those associated with diseases ("pests"). Special attention is also paid to geographically non-native species since invasive alien species, which threaten ecosystems, habitats and other species are considered to be one of the most significant risks for biological diversity, including in central Europe. All wild bird species have a specific conservation regime as a consequence of the European Community Birds Directive implementation. 
In the Second Part of the Report, you can find more information about the Czech Republic species richness and conservation status of main taxa. 

Species richness and conservation status of main taxa/ecological groups in the Czech Republic

No. of Species

No. of Non-native Species

No. of Threatened Species

No. of Extinct Species

Cyanobacteria & Algae

6,1801) – 15,000
2)

2)

ca 1, 9003)

Fungi

ca 30, 0001) 3,5004)

2)

2)

2)

Mosses

886
3

221
27
Lichens

1,534

0

560

210

Higher Plants

2 ,700

710

1,620
110

Insects

24,8005) - 43,000 

2)

          4,414
2)

Other Invertebrates

5,8005) – 8,000

2)

339
2)

Fishes & Lampreys

59
13

15

9

Amphibians

21

0

11

0

Reptiles

11

0

5

0

Birds

210 
11

97

106)
Mammals

91
14

16

3
TOTAL

72,235 – 101,659

Source: Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic (2007)  

1) Number of algae & cyanobacteria and fungi species which has been reported from the territory of the present Czech  Republic

2) Difficult to estimate because of low degree of field research

3) Rough estimation based on number of species which have not been found during the last 30 years 

4) Number of  species of the macromycetes  

5) Number of insect and other invertebrate species which has been reported from the territory of the present Czech Republic

6) Extinct as breeders
Other information concerning this Target can be found in the 3rd National Report, page 19-22
To fulfill Target 2.2, we have developed specific measures to improve the status of threatened species. There is the obligation to prepare and to carry out such recovery programmes/action plans for Specially Protected Species is enacted by the Act No. 114/1992 Coll., on the Protection of Nature and the Landscape. Under the Act, the recovery programmes/action plans are implemented by State Nature Conservancy authorities. Each of them has to be adopted by the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic.
Species survival/recovery programmes for specially protected species of flora and fauna (see the Decree No. 395/1992 Coll.,, as amended) attempt to establish conditions permitting management of their populations that should lead to a reduction in the risk to them. They mostly consist of active management measures for in-situ species conservation, supplemented by ex-situ keeping. 
The term species survival/recovery programme is often confused with the terms “action plan” or “management programme” which, however, have no legal basis in the Czech Republic.   The ANCLP CR has prepared a comprehensive methodology for setting-up, implementing and assessing species survival/recovery plans for wildlife species (Klaudisová 2002). 

The first recovery programmes/action plans were prepared by the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic in 1998: for the Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) and Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus). In 2000, the Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera) and wild plants Ostericum palustre and Potamogeton praelongus Recovery Programme/Action Plan were endorsed by the Ministry am. Recovery programmes/action plans for the Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) and the Saker (Falco cherrug) have been implemented by the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic. 

	For some species, a decision has been taken to actively manage their populations, which also  includes restocking with individuals from other parts of their distribution ranges or artificially bred by man – the Apollo Butterfly (Parnassius apollo), Noble crayfish (Astacus astacus) or the Capercaille (Tetrao urogallus). Consequently, an integral part of species protection is analysis of the available information on endangered species or habitats included in the individual databases of the Ministry of the Environment and its institutions or of other institutions. 
The ANCLP CR proposed the criteria for setting priorities among wild animal species inhabiting the Czech Republic (Marhoul et al. 2003). Candidate species should be specially protected under the above Act, listed as Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable in recent national Red Lists of threatened species, threatened in most of their European distribution range, preferably not occurring on the edge of its distribution range in the Czech Republic and inhabit permanently what is now the Czech Republic in the past. 
A dramatic decline in its numbers should be found in the last 50 years. Therefore, it is assumed that few species or other taxa shall be finally selected based on the criteria. In 2004-2005, based on the above criteria, recovery programmes were prepared but not yet approved for the Great Bustard (Otis tarda), European Souslik (Spermophilus citellus), Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia), Scarce Fritillary (Euphydryas maturna), Clouded Apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne), Woodland Brown (Lopinga achine), Gentianella praecox ssp, bohemica, Nymphoides peltata, Orchis tridentate, Botrychium multidum and Dracocephalum austriacum, as well as “specific action plans” for  European Beaver (Castor fiber), Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra), Wolf (Canis lupus), Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) and Brown Bear (Ursus arctos). 
In addition to the above formal or official recovery programmes/action plans, many activities on specially protected wildlife species have been carried out by NGOs of other target groups, sometimes called informally called “recovery programmes” or action plans”. Some of them dealing with specially protected wild animal species have recently been assessed from the scientific point of view and of their effectiveness.
The ANCLP CR prepared a strategy dealing with wild animal recovery programmes/action plans. It defines four clusters of wild animal species inhabiting the territory of the Czech Republic. All of them are important from the point of view nature heritage management, but they display different priorities for actions to be carried out. “Specific Action Plans” are proposed to be used for species under critical risk of extinction. Therefore, urgent but well prepared actions are needed. On the other hand, management plans are assumed to support threatened species, at the same being in conflicts with various human interests, particularly economic ones.
Recently, effectiveness of various project, supporting threatened wild animal species and subspecies, carried out by the State Nature Conservancy authorities and NGOs were assessed by independent experts (Kumstatová et al. 2005).

List of species and text of their Species Survival/Recovery programmes can be found at: http://www.ochranaprirody.cz/index.php?cmd=page&id=3275 
Reference: 

Klaudisová A. ed. (2002): Methodology for developing species survival/recovery programmes for specially protected wild plant and animals species. Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic Prague, 47 pp. (In Czech)

Kumstatová T., Nová P. & Marhoul P. (2005): Assessment of the projects actively supporting threatened animals in the Czech Republic. Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic Prague, 432 pp. (In Czech).
 Marhoul P., Brejšková L., Cepáková E. & Volf O. (2003): Species survival/recovery programmes in the Czech Republic. What next? Ochrana přírody 58: 175 – 179 (In Czech, with English summary).


	Under Goal 3. Promote the conservation of genetic diversity, Target 3.1. There are measures to conserve genetic diversity of crops, livestock, harvested species of trees, fish, wildlife and other valuable species in the Czech Republic. 

As for agricultural genetic resources, the At No. 148/2003 Coll., on Conservation and Utilization of Genetic Resources of Plants and Micro-organisms Important for Food and Agriculture is the key instrument (http://www.pgrfa.org/gpa ). 

After joining the European Union in 2004, the Act No. 130/2006 Coll., on Farm Animal Breeds was approved, entering into force in 2006 (http://www.vuzv.cz ). 

In forestry, the crucial legal instrument is the Act No. 289/1995 Coll., on Forests as amended, for genetic resources completed by the Act No. 149/2003 Coll., on Circulation of Forest Reproductive Material of Important Forest species and Artificial Hybrids Intended for Regeneration and Reforestation, which fully implements the European Community’s legislation, namely the Directive 1999/105/EC on Marketing Forest Reproductive Material.

In addition, the Ministry of Agriculture Decree No. 29/2004 Coll.,  No. 139/2004 Coll., on Transfer of Forest Tree Seed and Planting Material and Register Origin of Reproductive Material should also be mentioned. 

The Czech Republic is one of the foremost countries in the world in the developing the comprehensive system in conservation and management of genetic resources for nutrition and agriculture. 

With jurisdiction since September 19, 2003, the first National Programme for the Conservation and Use of Genetic Resources of Plants, Animals and  Micro-organisms Important for Nutrition, Agriculture and Forest Management has been a fundamental mechanism in genetic resource conservation. The updated National Programme was launched  by the Ministry of Agriculture for the period 2007-20011 and is divided into the following subprograms:

1) The National Programme for the conservation and utilization of gene pools of flora and agricultural biodiversity (National Plant Programme)

2) The National Programme for the conservation and utilization of genetic pools of micro-organisms and minor organisms of economic importance (National Micro-organism Programme)

3) The National Program for the conservation and utilization of genetic pools of farm animals, fish, honey bees and farmed game animals in farm breeding (National Animal Programme). However, conservation of farm animals genetic resources has been supported during a specific program already since 1996 (see the attachment <supported animals>). The first assessment of this programme was carried out in 2004. Ministry of Agriculture issues guidelines for allocation of subsidies from this programme. 
All sub-programmes are based on the above mentioned Acts, implementing decrees to the Acts, and on international multilateral agreements such as the CBD, ITPGR. It sets up the rights and obligations of the Government and other entities in relation to conservation and utilization of national genetic resources of crops, micro-organisms and animals important for nutrition and agriculture.

Genetic resources of forest tree species constitute sets of reproduction material of all species of trees, stored in situ – genetic bases, tree stands recognized for harvesting seeds and the selected trees, or ex situ – reproductive (seed) stands, seedlings, maternal trees, clone archives and collections of reproductive material (banks of forest seeds and banks/archives of forest tree species explants). 

Genetic resources of wild fauna, flora and micro-organisms, which are not used in agriculture, the food industry or other industry, are not systematically monitored and collected in the Czech Republic.   
There are a lot of great examples of the Czech genetic resources activities. E.g. at this site http://genbank.vurv.cz/genetic/resources/documents/Humulus.pdf  you can find the study on the Descriptor List of the genus Humulus L. It was developed as a basic rule for documentation of characterization and evaluation descriptors in the Czech collection of hop scored in multiple trials. It was published within framework of the National Programme of Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources and it will be used for purposes of Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources - Czech Information System on Plant Genetic Resources (EVIGEZ) Link:  http://genbank.vurv.cz/genetic/resources/asp2/default_a.htm .All plant genetic resources held in Czech crop collections are available at the following address: http://genbank.vurv.cz/genetic/resources/ 

As we have mentioned in our previous replies to notifications in 2006, 2007 which were sent to the CBD secretariat there is the model MTA for animals and plants in place. We will not provide this information here again. 
MoE (2005): National Biodiversity Strategy of the Czech Republic, Prague, ISBN 80-7212-380-7

Roudná M. ed. (2006): Assessment of capacity-building needs: access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity important for agriculture, forestry and research - Czech Republic. Report of the UNEP/GEF Project. Ministry of the Environment Prague, 20 pp. s


	The situation also changed in the implementation of Goal 4, to promote sustainable use and consumption and has been approved since 1998a lot. We are trying, more and more to implement the Target 4.1. and taking measures to ensure that biodiversity- related products are derived that are sustainably managed and production areas are managed consistent with the conservation of biodiversity. 
The Czech Forest Certification Scheme (CFC) is based on the Pan-European Forest Certification (PEFC) which is the most widely used for that purpose worldwide. The CFCS has two components: (1) sustainable forest management (2) consequent user chain certifications (Chain-of-Custody for the timber from the certificated forests). The scheme has been carried since 2002. AS 1 November 2007, 770 enterprises, managing in a total 19,760 km2 of forests, have been certificated.  The national certification centre is based at the Forest Management Institute Brandýs and Labem (http://www.uhul.cz/ncc). In addition, three enterprises (in a total 145 km2 of forests) have been certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).
Contrary to West European countries and the U.S.A. there has not been demand for marine fish obtained in sustainable way (e.g., by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). The fact is related to relative low consumption of the mentioned products. 

Sustainable forest management has had a long tradition in what is now the Czech Republic. It utilizes forest ecosystems in a wise, environmentally sound way. Approaches for sustainable use of some aquatic ecosystems, especially fishponds, have been prepared and tested on case studies. Within the GEF/World Bank project Biodiversity Conservation, a methodology for sustainable use of biological and, in general, natural resources in the three UNESCO Biosphere Reserves (Pálava, Šumava/Bohemian Forest a Krkonoše/Giant Mts.) has also been elaborated.

There is also quite a significant impact of subsidies as to the sustainable management of sources. After 2004, when the CR entered the EU, we became fully integrated into the EU Common Agricultural Policy. There are also other European programmes like Operational Program Environment, Operational Program Fishery of LIFE+. These programs and measures bring unprecedented amounts of money to sustainable management of sources and contribute to the goal of halting the loss of biodiversity
In the table below you can find information about the organic agriculture in the Czech Republic, the progress since 1999.  Organic agriculture includes: 1. responsible use of natural resources with limited or prohibited use of substances and procedures burdening the environment,

2. the breeding of farm animals in accord with their ethological requirements, and a natural manner of breeding with limited use of veterinary pharmaceuticals,

3. environment-friendly processing procedures. 

The legislation for organic agriculture is governed by an internal regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic, Methodical Instructions for Organic Agriculture No. 655/93-340 of June 22, 1993 with subsequent amendments. The agricultural management of entities that wish to designate their products as environmentally friendly products, with the certified BIO trademark, is subject to independent controls. 
For comparison please find attached the table of the whole agriculture production and the sowing grains hectares of crops 2000-2005 
Organic agriculture, 1999–2005, Source: Czech Statistical Office

    
   
1999
2000 
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
Organic economic units 
number 
473 
563 
654 
717 
810 
836 
829 
Soil area with environmentally friendly management
ha 
110 756 
165 699 
218 114 
235 136 
254 995 
263 299 
254982 
% 
2,59
3,86
5,09
5,50
5,97
6,16
5,98
Production in the agricultural branch in constant prices 2000–2004, Source: Czech Statistical Office

Indicator 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
Output of the agricultural industry (CZK million) 
101 188 
104 460 
102 616 
97 219 
111 286 
of which:  
     
     
     
  
  
   Crop production
49 765 
53 640 
49 913 
44 032 
59 587 
   Animal production 
50 550 
49 896 
49 697 
49 830 
47 937 
   Agricultural services output 
873 
924 
783 
1 184 
1 184 
   Non-agricultural secondary activities   (inseparable) 
. 
. 
2 223 
2 173 
2 578 
Sowing areas of cereals in total (2000-2005), Source: Czech Statistical Office
Crop 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
  
Sowing areas (thousand hectares) 
Cereal grains, total 
1 648 
1 627 
1 562 
1 452 
1 607 
1 593 



	Implementing the Target 4.2 relates to the previous question but as in many countries, the process is very slow. This question is related to the previous one – establishing measures for sustainable consumption is always done hand in hand with the reduction of the unsustainability. We are very much guided with the EU who is currently having this issue as a high priority.  
The Sustainable Development Strategy of the Czech Republic was approved by the Government of the Czech Republic on December 8, 2004 (Resolution No. 1242/04). Its general objective is to provide for the highest quality of life for the citizens and simultaneously to establish favourable conditions for the quality of life of future generations. The comprehensive Second Report on the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Strategy of the Czech Republic, based on the limited set of indicators, was submitted to the Government of the Czech Republic for approval in December 2006. Experts from various sectors have prepared the updated Sustainable Development Strategy of the Czech Republic, which is being now debated by various stakeholders (http://wwww.udrzitelny-rozvoj.cz) It is supposed that the Strategy will be submitted to the Government at the beginning of 2008. The need for update is based in the update European Community Strategy.  Sustainable use of biological resources has become part of some of the policy materials of the Ministry of Agriculture.  
This is related also to the agri-environmental measures and other measures throughout the European Subsidy Programmes which, based on measures promoting and supporting “ecological management” contribute to the sustainable consumption and production. 


	The issue of minimizing negative impacts of international trade of species of wild flora and fauna (Target 4.3) is dealt in the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic is a Party to CITES (The Convention on International trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora). With this respect, the most important national law is the Act No. 100/2004 Coll., on the Protection of Species of Wild Fauna and Flora by Regulating Trade Therein and on Further Measures for Protection of These Species and on Amendment of Several Acts, commonly known as the Act on Trade in Endangered Species, further elaborated by the Ministry of the Environment Decree No. 227/2004 Coll., on the Implementation of Certain Provision of the Act No. 100/2004 Coll.

In some respects, the European Community legislation dealing with the topic is even stricter than the CITES itself. The key European Community piece of legislation is the Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 on the protection of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein and further regulations of the European Community issued on the basis thereof , especially Commission Regulations (EC) No. 865/2006,  No. 1037/2007 etc. 

The CITES Czech Republic’s National Management Authority is the Ministry of the Environment. It i.a. issues import and export permits. Under the above mentioned Act, other CITES Management Authorities are Regional Offices and the National Park and Protected Landscape Area Administrations, issuing certificates of an exemption from the ban of commercial activities and providing obligatory registration of specimens covered by the appropriate pieces of legislation. The Czech Environment Inspectorate, both the Headquarters and its regional branches, acts as the CITES Czech Republic’s National Enforcement Authority. The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic is the CITES Czech Republic’s National Authority: provides expert/technical authorized opinions and statements, e.g. for export and import of specimens of the wild fauna and flora species covered by the above international, European Community and national legislation or for issuing certificates of origin for specimens of the species listed in the Annex A to the Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97. 
References:
KUČERA J., KLOUČEK O. (2007): Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna. Czech Republic (CZ) The Biennial Report on Legislative, Regulatory and Administrative Measures for the Period 2005-2006. Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, Prague, 35 pp.

KLOUČEK O., KUČERA J. (2007): Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna. Czech Republic. 15th Annual Report (2006). Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, Prague, 32 pp. 
Web sites:www.cites.org, www.eu.wildlifetrade.org, www.env.cz/cites


	Goal 5. Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and unsustainable water use, reduced (Goal 5), and the measures to decrease the rate of loss and degradation of natural habitats (Target 5.1) are carried out a) legally: The above Act. No. 114/Coll., on the Protection of Nature and the Landscape, as amended, sets up provisions for protection of natural habitats. It is through (i) Specially Protected Areas, SPAs and pSCIs, see above (ii) Generally Protected Areas, i.e. through (a) Natural Parks, (b) Important Landscape Features, (c) Territorial System of Ecological Stability of the Landscape (TSES), (iv) landscape scenery/character and (v) Temporarily Protected Plots/Areas. More info under the Target 1.1.
In addition, all wild plant and animal species are generally protected against destruction, degradation, collection, harvest or capturing, which would result to the fact that they become threatened or to destruction of ecosystem they are part of. For Specially Protected Species, their habitat has been also protected under above Act. 
Nevertheless, habitat fragmentation, degradation and loss have been considered to be the main driver for biodiversity loss in the Czech Republic. 

E.g. there was a Migration study when building the Highway “D47” which has sets of proposals of provisions for the assurance of the permeability of the construction for big mammals. This study was prepared as a basis of assessment of the nature conservation conditions for the constructions of D47 for the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic in July 2003.  Authors:   V. Hlaváč,  O. Volf  (Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic).
These are good examples where the nature conservation won, there are also situations where the highway is already (was already) and we have only to solve problems with constructions on different “ecoducts” for species. There is undoubtedly the EIA process as well as the Natura 2000 assessment. 
More information can be found in the Third National Report. 
 References:
Brožová J.  ed. (2004): Biological diversity in the Czech Republic: current state and trends. Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic Prague, 58 pp. (In Czech). 
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	Under Goal 6, the Target 6.1, dealing with the invasive alien species, the measures have been in place in the Czech Republic.  What is missing is the more systematic approach for solving the issue of IAS, when there are several acts and strategies which, on the other side contains different definitions and regulates the process of mitigation differently. 

 It has therefore not being dealt with terminologically; organizationally and financially comprehensive and complex approach. Consequently, there is no generally accepted methodology for their monitoring and total eradication. There is a lack of funds for research, monitoring and/or potential interventions. Criteria have not been established for assessing applications for permits from the prohibition of invasive alien introduction. There is no legal punishment for negligence in invasive alien species introduction.
There are many actions done individually by different NPs, PLAs and other protected areas. In relation to the rest of the area, the situation is much more complicated. 

The Act No. 114/1992 Coll., includes some prevention measures to avoid the spread of non-native species (i.e., dispersal and migration as well as the distribution range expanding). The Act states that intentional introduction of geographically non-native wild plant and animal species in the landscape is possible only with the permission of the State Nature Conservancy authorities. The provision in the Article 5 (4) does not apply to non- native plant species if management is carried out according to the approved forest management plan or a forest management scheme adopted by the owner. Geographically non-native species of flora or fauna are defined in the Act as species that are not part of the natural communities in a particular region. Intentional spread of hybrids between various plant, animal species respectively in the landscape is possible only with a permit from the State Nature Conservancy authorities, i.e. by the regional (=subnational) authorities. However, the Act does not impose any sanctions for failure to comply with its provisions.
The Act No. 449/2001 Coll., on Hunting and Game-keeping prohibits the introduction of non- native species; nonetheless, this takes place in the framework of introduction of commercial game-keeping. According to the current legislation, non- native species may be hunted only by a game-keeping manager and game-keeping guard and not by any holder of the hunting licence. Thus, the legislation has a very limited effect on invasive alien species control, elimination and eradication. The Act No. 326/2004 Coll., on Phytosanitary Measures, as amended later, also mentions  invasive alien species, laying down the obligation of the phytosanitary administration to monitor, i.e., the occurrence of harmful invasive alien organisms, which are defined in this regulation as harmful organisms non- native to a particular area that, following introduction,  colonization and establishment, are capable of detrimentally affect the flora or environment in this area, including its biological diversity. The law also includes the principles for protection again the introduction of harmful organisms during import, export and transit. The Act No. 99/2004 Coll., on Fisheries and Fish-farming, defines the term “non-native fish” and “non- native aquatic organism” in terms of a time period of occurrence of less than three subsequent generations  in a particular fishing grounds. Therefore, the defined taxa may be introduced only with a permit from the State Nature Conservancy authority. The Act No. 289/1995 Coll., on Forests, as amended later, imposes the obligation on forest owners to prevent the development, spread and infestation of harmful organisms.  However, invasive alien plant species are not classified as harmful organisms there. 
Recently, special attention has been paid to invasive alien species which threat other species, habitats or even the whole ecosystems. At the present, 1,378 plant species (of them, 184 are hybrids or hybridogenic taxa) are considered to be non-native in the Czech Republic which is one third of the whole flora of the country: 90 of them have been classified as invasive alien species that often irreversibly damage the communities into which they penetrate: up to date, 817 of them have been temporarily introduced, while 444 have become naturalized, i.e. they have established viable populations in the wild and reproduce without human assistance there. The most important invasive alien plant species include the Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), Knotweed (Reynoutria spp., 3 species) and North American aster species (Astra spp.). Among invasive alien animal species, the American Mink (Mustela vison), Stone Maroko (Pseudophora parva), Signal Crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus) and the Horse-chesnut Leaf Miner (Cameraria ohridella) should be mentioned. The patterns of biological invasions, in particular in plants, have been studied not only in Specially Protected Areas, but also in the non-protected, non-reserved landscape. 
Although no special strategy on invasive alien species has been elaborated and adopted in the Czech Republic yet, the National Biodiversity Strategy describes current status in plant invasions and in distribution and spreading of non-native animal species, summarises activities to date to reduce the negative impacts of biological invasions incl. legal instruments, activities of the State Administration and other governmental bodies and those of NGOs. More importantly, it correctly lists main issues related to the topic and sets reasonable and realistic objectives for the future. The Strategy emphasizes the precautionary approach as the main approach towards the management, control and eradication of the above organisms. It also is pointed out that it is important to inform the stakeholders and the general public of the risks, possessed by biological invasions. 
In 2004 – 2006, the comprehensive project No. VaV/SM/6/37/04 entitled Non-native fauna and flora species in the Czech republic: Status assessment, future development with special attention to the possible risks possessed by long-term affects for biodiversity, research and setting-up management strategies (in Specially Protected Areas, the Natura 2000 network and in the non-protected landscape) was implemented by the largest nature conservation and environmental protection NGO in the country, the Czech Union for Nature Conservation (CUNC). The project was funded by the Council of the Government of the Czech Republic for Research and Development through the Ministry of the Environment and its technical supervisor was the National Museum Prague. It has three main goals:

(1) unification of the terminology used in Czech;
(2) review of current knowledge of non-naive species in the Czech Republic;

(3) assessing non-native species affects on nature incl. proposed general provisions.  

The Institute of Botany of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic has been involved in some research projects funded from the 6th Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities, contributing to the creation of the European Research Area and to innovation, e.g. ALARM (Assessing Large-scale Environmental Risks for biodiversity with tested Methods, 2004 – 2009, http://wwww.alarmproject.net) or DAISIE (Delivering Alien Invasive Species Inventories for Europe, 2004 – 2007, http:/www.europe-aliens.org).  
In addition to the check-list of invasive plant species (Pyšek et al. 2002), a catalogue of those among wild animal taxa occurring on the territory of the Czech Republic was also published (Šefrová & Laštůvka 2005). In 2007, the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic started to develop background for the first draft of the National Strategy of the Czech Republic on Invasive Alien Species. In the course of the preparation of the new State Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection Programme of the Czech Republic, the issue of invasive alien species has been included among its priorities. 
References:
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	For the implementation of the Target 6.2., there are management plans for major alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, but they are done regionally or even within the specific national parks or protected landscape areas. The one management plans for major alien species is still missing. There is a chance because the goal of developing a management plan is being incorporated in the update of the State Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection Programme. 


	Goal 7: Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change, and pollution, target 7. 1.  - measures to maintain and enhance resilience of the components of biodiversity to adapt to climate change. It has not been yet explicitly for biodiversity -  As a part of the National Climate Programme, scenarios of the climate change in the Czech Republic were developed for hydrological regime, economically used and managed ecosystems (agri-ecosystems, forest ecosystems) and human health in 2002 (www.chmi.cz/nkp/nkp.html). The National Programme for Mitigating Climate Change Impacts in the Czech Republic was approved by the Government in 2004 (www.env.cz/www.klima.nsf). The update of this document is currently running at the MoE and group of experts work on addressing the adaptation measures. 
The NBSAP deals with interlinkages between biological diversity and climate change. 
There is the National Programme to Abate Climate Change Impacts in the Czech Republic which gives recommendation in the field of agriculture, inland waters, forests, human health. More information can be found in the Third National Report, and in the Programme it self: http://www.env.cz/AIS/web-pub-en.nsf/$pid/MZPOBFKFL7JL/$FILE/N%C3%A1rodn%C3%AD_program_EN.pdf 

Research on various aspects of climate change incl. impacts of increase in atmospheric CO2 level on biota has been carried out by institutes of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and universities has been supported by projects funded by the Council of the Government of the Czech Republic for Research and Technological Development through the Ministry of the Environment (sub-programme SP1 Climate Change, Contamination and Risk Reduction).  

There are two research projects focused on adaptation  starting this year: 

· Specification of existing estimates of climate change impacts in hydrology, water management, agriculture and forestry sectors and proposals for adaptation options. Coordinator of this Programme will be the Czech Hydrometeorological Institute in cooperation with the Research institute for Plant Production, universities and academies

· Evaluation of influence of climate changes on hydrological balance and proposal of practical measures to mitigation of their impacts
More information can be found in our submission to the CBD notification on 101/2007, 102/2007 which was sent to the Secretariat in the package of the EU submission.  


	To implement the Target 7.2 – to reduce pollution and its impacts on biodiversity – some measures in place. In relation to adaptation measures and their impacts on biodiversity – we have to pay a special attention to this issue. There has been a comprehensive set of legal tools to reduce air, water, soil and biota pollution by contaminants and to protect human health and biological diversity at all its three main levels. Status, changes and trends in agrochemical contaminants levels are regularly published by Ministry of Agriculture.  


Goal 8. -  Maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services and support livelihoods, Target 8.1 implementation has been described above. 
Target 8.2. -  implementation to maintain biological resource that support sustainable livelihoods, local food security and health care  is described in points 13, 17, 18, 20, 24 and the Third National Report
	Goal 9. Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigenous and local communities – the issue is not relevant for the Czech Republic, we explained it in the 3rd NR. 


	Goal 10. Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources and the Target 10.1. Implementation is carried out. We have developed legislation, mechanism and some measures are in place. National legislation related to the access to genetic resources cover besides wild species conservation and their habitat protection and management mainly plant varieties, farm animals and forest reproductive material is in place. In total eight laws were passed or amended in 1992-2006. 

More information can be found under question 16. In January 2004, the above mentioned National Program for the Conservation of Genetic Resources of Flora, Fauna and Micro-organisms Important for Nutrition, Agriculture and Forest Management (under the auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture) came into force; approved by the Government of the Czech Republic. It encompasses provision for services to the users of genetic resources in the Czech Republic and abroad through the provision of samples of available genetic resources and the relevant information under the conditions laid down by the international multilateral agreements and the national legislation. However, it does not apply to wild flora and fauna that could be, e.g., of commercial importance for the pharmaceutical or cosmetic industry.  
The recent analysis mentioned below has shown that precise regulation and rules significantly contribute to user access to genetic resources. It also confirmed that the Czech Republic’s legislation having been in force does not represent any impediment in access to genetic resources and favours particularly the access for breeding and research purposes. 
Reference:
tošovská e. (2005): Biodiversity conservation, patent protection and damage liability and redress. Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, Prague, 66 pp. (In Czech, with English summary). 


	Target 10.2. On development of any mechanisms for sharing benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic resources with the countries providing such resources is implemented. The issue of equal and fair distribution of benefits, raised from the use of genetic resources, including biotechnical procedures, has not been under the competence of any single sector in the Czech Republic, nor is it mentioned in any strategic governmental document. Mechanism of benefit-sharing has not been officially defined in the Czech Republic’s national legislation yet. It should be included in the prepared Material Transfer Agreement, dealing with the contract relations between the holder and the recipient of plant genetic resources. Nevertheless, the benefit-sharing principles are in different forms and degree implemented in all target groups of genetic resources. International rules are respected as international cooperation has been relatively well developed. The benefit- sharing is most often based on the mutual agreement or joint projects and non-monetary benefits, often long-term ones, are provided.
Model MTAs for farm animals' genetic material collected in genebanks are being applied since 2007 and was already submitted to the CBD Secretariat.  

Reference:

tošovská e. (2005): Biodiversity conservation, patent protection and damage liability and redress. Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, Prague, 66 pp. (In Czech, with English summary).


	Goal 11. Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and technological capacity to implement the Convention (Target 11.1) The Czech Republic is providing resource to developing countries but not ever specifically focused on the protected areas and the Convention implementation explicitly. This we want to change. In the framework of the Czech Republic´s Official Development (ODA), most environmental projects aim at geological survey, mining or water management. Therefore, more attention shall be paid to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of its components including technology transfer, both hardware and software incl. know-how.   The Transfer of technologies under Target 11.2. is being done mainly in the field of water purity, geology, BAT. 


B.
Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention

Information requested

(6) In this subsection, Parties are requested to assess progress in meeting, or contributing to, the relevant goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan (reproduced in annex III of the guidelines) by providing:

(d) A brief description of national goals established to achieve the Strategic Plan’s goals and objectives, where appropriate;

(e) Information on the overall state of progress made towards these goals and objectives.  In doing so, Parties are invited to include an assessment of the extent to which actions taken to implement NBSAPs and related sectoral and cross-sectoral plans have contributed to progress towards these goals and objectives, using relevant indicators as appropriate;

(f) An analysis of obstacles encountered;

(7) Considering that a few objectives of Goal 1 of the Strategic Plan (namely, objectives 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3) are to be achieved at the Convention level rather than at the national level, Parties are invited to give their perspective on the extent to which the goals and objectives are being achieved at the Convention level, and to report on national contributions to the achievement of these objectives, if any. 

(8) For objectives 1.4, 2.4, 3.2 and 4.2 of the Strategic Plan (which relate to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety only) a brief summary should be provided, with cross-reference to relevant information provided in national reports requested under the Protocol.

Suggested approach

· The assessment requested above should draw on the analysis or findings from previous chapters, and make cross-references to the relevant chapters on NBSAPs and mainstreaming as relevant.

· Goal 1: The Convention is fulfilling its leadership role in international biodiversity issues. 

From our point of view, yes the Convention is fulfilling its leadership role. Therefore the agenda of CBD is getting much bigger and it is becoming harder to cope among all Parties and to reach consensus. 

1.1 The Convention is setting the global biodiversity agenda. 

We fully agree and we see a lot of actions 
1.2 The Convention is promoting cooperation between all relevant international instruments and processes to enhance policy coherence. 
We see progress also here, there are many MoU signed. We would like to pay a special attention also to the fact that there is a need to somehow monitor if these MoU are implemented. Relating to the cooperation and policy coherence – there is a big improvement that other conventions are processes are aware of the CBD existence and that also at regional level the NFPs are cooperating more 
1.3 Other international processes are actively supporting implementation of the Convention, in a manner consistent with their respective frameworks. 
We think yes, this is true
1.4 The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is widely implemented. 
In the EU countries this is happening also thanks to the fact the there is EU legislation which is place. 
1.5 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies at the regional and global levels. 
to fulfill this goal the National Biodiversity Strategy was developed in 2005 and approved by the Government. The Strategy is based on the CBD text; it includes the thematic programmes and the cross-cutting issues. The main aim of the Strategy is to be comprehensive and cross-sectoral documents which cover also issues which are not directly implemented only by the MoE but also by other ministries. This aim to invite other ministries to include “nature issues” to their policies and strategies is not always easy and not always successful. The EU legislation which requires also the environmental aspect to be include in other sectoral legislation. The mechanism is in place, the question is that environmental issues are not always a priority of all ministries – but as I said – the EU legislation represents a big progress in this field and the improvement is there. The question is if the people’s thinking is on the same track. 

1.6 Parties are collaborating at the regional and subregional levels to implement the Convention. 
If we talk about regional level such as the regions in the country – than: The MoE is still trying to involve more and more people also in the rest of Republic. The problem is that the language the CBD speaks is sometimes very hard and hard to understand. We are cooperating with the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic which has also regional seats (than the Prague Headquarters) but it is still more on the personal basis. We are trying to change it in relations to the upcoming Czech Presidency in the European Council which will start in January 2009 where we are trying to attract people from different regions in the Republic. Also the Sumava National Park representatives attend one regional workshop (Vilm, 2007) which as they said was very useful but very complicated as they had not followed the issue before. It is not only a fault of our ministry but the problem is the regional authorities are overloaded with their agenda and have almost zero capacities for additional activities.  

Talking about regional cooperation among world regions – I do think that this has also improved and that many regional workshops took place and that was very important. From our perspective it is necessary to attract more people for the Convention implementation – so that not only CBD NFP and SBSTTA NFP would follow all the issues. 

· Goal 2: Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical, and technological capacity to implement the Convention. 

We were trying to answer this question above. Even at the MoE there are currently 3 people dealing with the CBD – but not full time – they have other agenda – to sum up – 1 full person to deal with the whole CBD is at the ministry of the environment. Regarding to the local authorities – there is this a question of money – they do not have always capacities to finance the business trips, they are overloaded with their everyday work – in case they help us with the agenda (nonetheless this is part of many strategic documents) they are doing it only because they want. The Ministry of Agriculture is also directly responsible for the CBD implementation – mainly in the field of ABS. It deals with this issue also above their everyday workload. 
2.1 All Parties have adequate capacity for implementation of priority actions in national biodiversity strategy and action plans. 
They will never be adequate. Once the priority action is somehow transposed to a legal act than getting money to implement the action is easier. There is a special fund at the Ministry of the Environment for the implementation of the international conventions. There are 8 millions CZK (490797$) for all conventions  - not only the environmental ones which supports the implementation – every NFP of that convention specify actions which he/she see important to be implemented and carry out in the next year (we did the public awareness, trying to run our CHM website from that money, some action in the water protection). The money for the protected area management comes directly from the State Budget such as many others, the ODA money comes from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs budget. Please see the attached information on the financial situation in the protected areas in the Czech Republic. We are thinking of asking this question in the second phase of our monitoring of implementation of the NBSAP. 
2.2 Developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island developing States amongst them, and other Parties with economies in transition, have sufficient resources available to implement the three objectives of the Convention. 
Not applicable.
2.3 Developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island developing States amongst them, and other Parties with economies in transition, have increased resources and technology transfer available to implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 
Not applicable

2.4 All Parties have adequate capacity to implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 
They will never be adequate. Contact the CP NFP. 

2.5 Technical and scientific cooperation is making a significant contribution to building capacity. 
Yes, we fully agree. The ANCLP CZ provides us support in the field of nature protection. As a good example of how the cooperation is running – e.g. in the field of monitoring – the CBD focal areas/26 EEA indicators (see page 8-10 of this report). There are other organizations which have data and are able to provide them for reporting. Getting the information from other organizations which do not directly belong to the MoE is sometimes complicated and costs money. 

· Goal 3: National biodiversity strategies and action plans and the integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors serve as an effective framework for the implementation of the objectives of the Convention. 
3.1 Every Party has effective national strategies, plans and programmes in place to provide a national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention and to set clear national priorities. 
Yes, please see the NBSAP http://chm.nature.cz/cooperation/fol362718. The first assessment of how MoE and other ministries are fulfilling their actions will be provided shortly. Other information can be found in the Voluntary Report on the NBSAP which we already sent to the CBD Secretariat – in that report you can find the obstacles as well.

3.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety has a regulatory framework in place and functioning to implement the Protocol. 
Yes, contact the CP NFP

3.3 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated into relevant national sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. 
Yes – the degree of how different ministries did it and which are the concrete documents will be sent to you shortly –after I will analyze the information got from the first assessment we did last year. The information will be taken to the Vilm workshop on the NBSAP. 

3.4 The priorities in national biodiversity strategies and action plans are being actively implemented, as a means to achieve national implementation of the Convention, and as a significant contribution towards the global biodiversity agenda. 
Yes, moreover we are currently developing the Action Plan which will be approved by the government and we specify our goals in more detailed targets. 

· Goal 4: There is a better understanding of the importance of biodiversity and of the Convention, and this has led to broader engagement across society in implementation. 

Look into the European Barometer survey:  Eighty-two percent of the inhabitants of the Czech Republic see the reduction of animal and plant species, and the decline of natural ecosystems, as a serious problem. These findings were from the survey Eurobarometer, the results of which were released last week by the European Commission. One third (34%) of Czech respondents of the pan-European survey actually described the loss of biodiversity even as a very serious problem. For more information go the MoE website under this link: http://www.env.cz/AIS/web-news-en.nsf/9ab6596b5dac8075c1256662002b0723/af71f6afec4b69ebc12573db004321a7?OpenDocument 

4.1 All Parties are implementing a communication, education, and public awareness strategy and promoting public participation in support of the Convention. 
There is the CHM website specifically informing about the NBSAP and the Convention itself. http://www.chm.nature.cz/ . There is now the development of the big Action Plan to the NBSAP, after the internal round at the Ministry do develop a final draft, the document will be published at the http://chm.nature.cz/forum/tpc565137 - the internet forum will be open - so every person from the Czech Republic will have a access and occasion to comment our document and all the comments will be taken on board. 

There are leaflets about most of international conventions in the nature protection of which the Czech Republic is a party to. There are leaflets for the CBD, CHM, Biosafety Protocol. There was a wide distribution, people are aware, the website is well working. 
4.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is promoting and facilitating public awareness, education and participation in support of the Protocol. 
Contact CP NFP
4.3 Indigenous and local communities are effectively involved in implementation and in the processes of the Convention, at national, regional and international levels. 
Not applicable for the CZ. 
4.4 Key actors and stakeholders, including the private sector, are engaged in partnership to implement the Convention and are integrating biodiversity concerns into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies.
There is no direct involvement in the field of the CBD partnership, but when somebody from the private sector asks us, we provide him/here an answer. There are actions carry out in other areas – the consumption and production, the environmental education – please see the NBSAP 68-76 pages. http://chm.nature.cz/cooperation/fol362718/Strategie_ochrany_ENG_finalni.pdf 
C.
Conclusions

(9) In this final sub-section, Parties may wish to provide: 

(a) An overall assessment of whether the implementation of the Convention has had an impact on improving conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, in their country (If yes, how so?  If not, why not?);

Yes, regarding to ABS – the situation is good – it is because the same people who are dealing with this issue under FAO are dealing with this issues also under this convention and therefore they know what is happening where. On the other hand -as you see, it depends on people. That is the reason why we are trying to develop a MoU between the two Ministries where the responsibilities relating to the ABS and other part of the CBD such as the forest and agriculture issue will be specified. 
(b) An analysis of lessons learned regarding implementation, highlighting examples of successful and less successful actions taken;

See in all our notifications and other reports we already sent (or were sent under the EU response) to the CBD secretariat. We are not going to repeat them here again.            

(c) A summary of future priorities and capacity-building needs for further national-level implementation of the Convention;

There is a need to have more people involved in the CBD implementation – have to have all actions translated into Czech language and to adapt the CBD language in the every daily life. We are currently having a study of how and where, in which strategic documents, law the PoWs are well implemented where not. See above
(d) Suggestions for actions that need to be taken at the regional and global levels to further enhance implementation of the Convention at the national level, including:  refining existing programmes of work or developing new ones to address emerging issues;  suggesting goals and objectives that may be included in the future Strategic Plan of the Convention;  and identifying mechanisms that need to be established at various levels.
The answer can be found in the NBSAP. But shortly – more people, more money, more time, Convention language better to understand, better understanding of all people that everything is related to the nature and that if we damage it…it will be a problem. 
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Appendix IV
List of Indicators Adopted by the Conference of the Parties for Measuring Progress Towards the 2010 Target and the Goals and Objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention – see the page 8-10
---- -
3/ 	The Conference of the Parties, in its decision VI/26, adopted the Strategic Plan of the Convention till 2010.  In its mission, the Strategic Plan commits Parties to a more effective and coherent implementation of the three objectives of the Convention to achieve by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss. The 2010 Biodiversity Target was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in the same year in Johannesburg, South Africa. The Conference of the Parties elaborated this target at its seventh and eighth meetings and adopted in its decisions VII/30 and VIII/15 a provisional framework of goals and targets for the 2010 target.
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