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Forward

Since its accession to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) on 21 March
1996, Eritrea has been regularly assessing the state of its biological diversity. Based
on these assessments, five National Reports were prepared and their copies shared
with the Secretariat of the Convention. Taking into account the need for due attention
to the condition of the country’s biodiversity, Eritrea also formulated its National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) in 2000 and revised it in 2015. The
NBSAP is imperative in translating the Aichi targets into national actions by defining
national indicators, integrating the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity
into sectoral and cross-sectoral policies, strategies, legal instruments and activities.

This Sixth National Report, prepared with active participation of all relevant national
stakeholders and in consonance with the guidelines provided by the CBD Secretariat,
mainly focuses on the progress made in achieving the national targets stipulated in
the revised NBSAP (2015-2020) and its contribution to the achievement of the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets (2011-2020) as well as the 2030 agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals.

Eritrea has been undertaking appreciable efforts to combat the environmental
challenges, including land degradation, deforestation, invasion by alien species and
climate change, all of which have detrimental impacts on biological diversity under
terrestrial, marine and agricultural ecosystems. Although much is still to be desired,
the establishment and management of protected areas and enclosures, community
based activities of soil and water conservation, reforestation and maintenance of the
integrity of coastal marine and island biodiversity constitute some examples of
Eritrea’s commitment and achievements in protecting its biodiversity. The concerted
campaign on raising public environmental awareness is another essential activity
inseparably linked to the overall efforts aimed at safeguarding the country’s
biodiversity.

As this Sixth National Report is made available to the Secretariat of CBD and the
Eritrean general public, on behalf of the government of the State of Eritrea and
myself, | would like to express due appreciation to all the stakeholders who diligently
contributed for the preparation of the Report. Special appreciation also goes to UNEP
and GEF for their financial and technical support. | also take this opportunity to
reiterate Eritrea’s commitment to work toward the achievement of the objectives of
the CBD.

Tesfai G,S. Sebhatu /| W/@
A AN

Minister o Lwter and Environment \:\ .\
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Executive Summary

The 6" National Report to the Conventiom 8iological Diversity of Eritrea provides an overview
of the progress made towards the implementation of the National Biodivetsatggyand Action
Plan (20152020). The report has been prepared following the reporting tools of the @&
complementhe guidelines adopted the Decision XII1/27 of the 13COP.

The report presents the national biodiversity targets, also referred as Ecosystem based targets (E
Targets) of the country, and an assessment of the progress made towards their achi€iement.
implementation measures taken by the relewmatorsand the effectiveness of the measures is
reported. The report also includes achievements made towards dbal @lichi Biodiversity
Targetsand Sustainable Development Goals.

The NBSAPof Eritrea g@proach to the conservation and utilization of the biodiversity of the
country has been on ecosystem basis and thus there were planned activities Agro-
biodiversity, Terrestrial biodiversity and the Coastal, Marine asldnd, biodiversity and
ecaystems.Thus, theNBSAP document outlines 18 targethereeachecosystemhassix major
targetspobjectives and plan of actisnThe NBSAP has been implemented as& separate project,
butthas been streamlined t o HEathdinewmnistiy@uignaimi ni s
mandate has taken thet&rgets into action and progress had been made in many of the targets.

The details of the assessment of the national targetwrgets) showthat many are on track
towards the achievemenf the tagetedobjectives and goals and there are also targhtsemo
substantive progress was mattwever,the implementing bodies are doing thigvel best @
achieve the goals of each target. In the NBSédme of theargetswere alittle bit ambitiousin
which the progress that was expected to be reached could not be fuifilfed the plannedperiod

of time. In addition, some of the target areash asoasal erosion and gtution wereassumed as
major threats during thpreparationof the NBSAP. However, during this reporting periothe
effect of these threats was minimdherefore,no visible measures were taken to mitigate the
threats.

There has been substantive progress towards various targets that include decrease of land
degradation and #oerosion through massive community base8WC activities and SLM
implementation of various afforestation programs and enclosures in the country, the use of
alternative sources of energygnservation of threatened and endangered spettesCommunity
awareness on thssues obiodiversity isvery highas all sectors are awarétbe need to conserve

and properly utilize the natural resources including biological diversity.

Regarding the targets related to the marine ecosystem substantial progeessad@ in enhancing

the cover of mangne along the coastal areas amutbe island. The status of coral reefs and
endamgered species remains healthy. However, no assessments were made on the status of marine
pollution, coastal erosioand invasive/aliespecies.

Targets related to Agricultural biodiversity also showed some progress. Genetic resource
management plan for agricultural cropeveloped National Chemicals Profil¢2016) and IPM

frame work updated, morphological characterization of indigenous cattle conducted, assessment for
various cropsyegetablesand livestock conducted, improvedrities of different cropamultiplied

and released tespectivecommunites

There are limited publications related to biodiversity in Eritrea. Most of the information used in
assessing the progress of the strategic plan was obtained from internal reports prepared by the
ix
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Ministries and from the interviews conducted with concernethaaities. Thus, the areas of
biodiversityresearch and publications ndede strengthened.

The report shows thalhe biodiversity related activities and outcomes of Eritrea contribute to most
of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Details of thesachievements are provided in the report.
Moreover, contributions of the country towards thehievementof Sustainable Developments
Goals (SDGs)vereassessednd foundo be positive.

Thes™™ National CBDreportalso provides an update thfe biodiversiy profile of the country. On
the terrestrial ecosystem the status of endangered and threatened species is edetined
initiatives in conserving globally critical endangered species of the African Wildlizssissed.
New records of one amphibian andeomammal species ad®cumentedFurthermore detailed
account of marine biodiversity including seaweeds, invertebrates, corals, fiahdss and
mammals is given.

The @" National Report to the ConventionndBiological Diversity of Eritrea has been presented
and discussed in two consultatim@rkshopswith relevantstakeholders such :asloA, MoLWE,
MoMR, MoF, Eritrea Institute of TechnologyHamelmalo Agricultural College and other
organizations. The presented documeabiporates all the inputs made by feeticipants
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1. Background and Context

Life and development in Eritrea are based on natural resources; as an agrarian society, Eritrean
dependence on agriculture is highly substantial; safdguarding the productivity of the land is a

maj or concern. Eritreads pressing environment
deforestation, soil loss and the expansion of desertification, especially in the critical areas where
agricutural output is vital (8 CBD National Report, 2034The Eritrean Red Sea coast is endowed

with valuable marine resources and it has rich biodiversity. There is relatively less anthropogenic
pressure on the marine resources because the coastal araesétyspopulated and the fisheries
sector is not developetHowever,climate change has negative effects on the marine ecosystem;
notably in the form of coral bleaching and sea level rise.

Eritrea acceded to the United Nations Convention on BiologicatrBity (UNCBD) officially on
21%'March 1996. As a party to this conventidrhas been trying to meet the objectives of the CBD
which are promoting the conservation of biological diversity; sustainable use of its components;
and the fair and equitabl@aringof benefitsarising out of the utilization of genetic resources. The
Ministry of Land, Water and Environment (MoLWE) through its Department of Environment
(DoE) has therefore assumed the responsibility of coordinating all activities related tdcGtBEx

has been fulfilling its national obligatienVarious ministries andrganizationsn the countryhave
worked towardsonservation obiological diversity andts sustainable use. Thus, amongsters

the country has fulfilled the following obligans:

1.11In line with Article 26:

a) Preparedhe first Natioral Biodiversity Straegy and Acion Plan(NBSAP) in August
2000 and revised it in 2015. TH¢BSAP states the policy and the position of the
country with respect to biodiversity aitdis a continuation tahegov er nment 6 s e .
commitment to the broader environmental protection plamduding the National
Environmental Management PlarEritrea (NEMRE, 1995) and other relevant policies
and legislations. The NEME ensurs that human &ovities in both terrestrial and
marine areas would result in lotagsting global environmental benefits, while the
NBSAP builds on this and outlinésr i t r eads biodiversity tar
biodiversity resources under terrestriaarine and agricultural settings. Thargets set
in the NBSAPare alsan line with the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 202020 and its
Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

b) Prepared ife regular country reports to th€onference of PartiesCOP on the
measures takerowards the achievement of the NBSAP targets and the CBD action
plans

1.21dentified and monitored components of biological diversityich areimportant for its
conservation and sustainable uadi€le 7).

To reverse the adverse environmental problems, various measuresaswsdil and water
conservation, area closuredforestation rehabilitation of degraded are@mth in land and coastal
area$, conservatiorof coral reefs, etc. haveeen undertaken bipe government in collaboration

with development partners and local communities. The Government of Eritrea with assistance from
its development partnesich as GEF, IFAD, UNDRtc, has made substantial invesm in the
environmental sector that hasnaajor contribution to the conservation of biodiversity and the
ecosystems that support it
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The above obligations form part of a letegm commitment to conserve the environment and
promote sustainable use of natural resources viz. biodiversity.

2. 6" National Report for the Conventionon Biological Diversity

The NBSAP (2015) document of Eritrea has described the national target actions for the country
under Ecosystem based targetsT@gets 118) and National Targets-@0). The National targets

are similar tothe Aichi Global Targets ¢20). The reason of having the ecosystem based targets
goes hand in hand with the overall functioning of the relevant ministries and their plan of actions.
Thus, the targets aim at the three ecosystems existing aotiméry: Agrebiodiversity, Terrestrial
biodiversity and the Coastal, Marine dsthnd,biodiversity.

In developing this 8 National CBD Report therefore, it has been found easier and would be best
detailed if the reporting is based on théaEgets and they are taken as National Targets.

2.1 Information on the Targets Being Pursued at the National Level

Eritrea has adopted national biagirsity targets in line with the strategic plan faodiversity
20112020 andthe Aichi Targets. A total of eighteen targets grouped into three ecosystems were
set in the revised NBSAP which wadoptedin 2015. Targets 1 to 6 are related to the tergdstri
ecosystem, target 7 to 12 to marine ecosystem, and targets 11 to 18 to agricultural ecosystem. This
section provides detailed information on these tardgeasionale foreachnationaltarget level of
application, relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodivetsityets, andrelevant
websites, web links, and files related to the targets is given below.

E- Target 1. Developed integrated action frameworks on the control of excessifieewood
collection and construction wood that impact biodiversity resources, in a manner that
enhances sustainable use oftural resources

Rationale

The loss of biodiversity, along with climate change and desertificatrerdentified as the greade
challenges to sustainable development in EritBSAP, 201%. The cutting down of trees for
firewood and construction and clearing of forests ¢attivation are significant concesnbecause
of increased human encroachment upon forest areas andhsedreesource extractiois
threatening thdorest resources and vegetation cov@iseloss of terrestrial biodiversitworsens
when other forces such awer grazing/over browsingnvasion by alien specigsand habitat
transformatios areadded to those mentioned earlier

Establishing and ensuring effective implementation of sustainable use of forest resources and
integrated control mechanisty the Forestry and Wildlife Authority and agricultural sector is
expected to reduce excessive lection of firewood and construction woodhis can be
approached by theeduction of pressure on plants in natural habitat thrabglstrengthening of
forestry andwildlife inspectors, promotion of alternativied natural fuels afforestation, and
sustaimble utilization of forest products. In additiaestablishment of amformation system for

the conservation and sustainable utilization of forest prodobetomes essential. This could be
attainedthrough: the mtegration of environmental education onstainable conservation and

2
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utilization of forest productsconducting awareness campaigns and training, and the enforcement
and implementation of relevant proclamati@ueh as the ForestgndWildlife Conservationand
Development ProclamatidifNo. 155/2@6), Plant QuarantineProclamation §lo156/2006), etc.

This target of theNBSAP hasa component related #@wareness raising and capacity building as
basic elements in the areas of intervention for the conservation and appropriate/sustainable
utilization of biodiversity. Accordingly, measurable stepame being takemo increasethe level of
awareness ahe Eritrearpeople in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Numerous
awarenessaising eventshave been organized on regular andaghhoc basis to increase the
peopl ebs. awareness

Level of application

National

Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1 23 ]la]5] 6] 7] 8]o9]10]
|11 ] 12 13 14| 15| 16 || 17| 18| 19 || 20 |

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

(1 @2 3 4] 5] 6 7] 81 9]10]

(11 ][ 12 |[ 13 ][ 14 |F150[ 16 || 17 ][ 18 || 19 |[ 20 |

Other relevant information

The Ministries that have mandates related to biodiversity are the Ministry of, Mdater and
Environment (MoLWE), Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), Ministry of Marine Resources (MoMR),

etc. All theregional officesconduct training programs that raise the awareness in the conservation
and sustainable utilization of biodiversity and related §ielof study. Information is also
disseminated through various means such as: manuals and guidehnesuts review of
agricultural articles, bookletsiewsletters, flyers, leaflets, posters, stickdocumentary films and

TV spots, articles in local mspapersfHadas Er Eriadr eaand Brofil ed) r
"Hrshana Nemaebl ( 6Let wus develop our agricultinred).
English, Tigrigna, Arabic and Tiglanguages

Relevant websites, web links, and files
1 https:// www.cbd.int/doc/world/er/etbsapv2-en.pdf
1 www.shabait.com/Haddeasrtra

1 www.shabait.com/Eritre@rofile
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E-Target-2. By 2020 the use of alternafe energy should be increased and pressure on forests
significantly reduced.

Rationale

The countryds bi olobsiovseurcesf tivglihoodetlsaioneed doebs sustainably
conserved and utilizedTherefore,all stakeholders have the responsibility to contribute to the
conservation of biodiversity and its sustainable usd#trea is not endowed with dense forest
resources as its forests have been reduced significantly as a result of deforestation and land
degralation. MostEritreansdepend on firewood for household energy. The use of alternative
energy resources is therefore very crucial to the conservation of the dwindling natural forest.
Taking this into account the NBSAP has set this target of utilizatioaltefnative sources of
energy to reduce the pressure on the natural forests.

The Government of Eritreéhroughits relevant ministries such as the Ministry of Energy and
Mines, the Mnistry of Agriculture and other stakeholders) has addressed the idsaleernative
energy in various ways. It has undertaken intervention actmpsomote the use of alternative
energy sourcesuch asbiogas, wind and solagnergy. Accordingly, it haslistribuied energy
saving/efficient stovesAdhanetMogogq to the rural communitieso reduce cutting of forests for
firewood

Level of application
National
Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1234 5] 6] 7] 8] 9]10]
111 ] 12| 13| 14| 15 16| 17| 18 | 19| 20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1234 5] 6] 7] 8]9]10]
111 ] 12| 13| 14| 15 16| 17| 18 | 19| 20

Other relevant information

The Government initiatives aim at maximizing everfyjor in the promotion of renewable
alternative energy sourcesd appropriate technologyo reduce biodiversity losses and ensure
sustainable livelihoodlhis could be better attained througintinuous awareness programs related
to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiverEitgse programs would be more fruiitfiu
they aresupported by technical and financial resouraed are built orinternational and local
knowledgeandexperiences

The development of land use classification and land use maps accompanied with appropriate
implementation strategies are exmectto promote sounébrest nanagement. In addition, the
harnessing and development of alternative renewable energy s¢igzewind and solar) and the
development of nowood construction materials will curb further depletion of forest resources. For
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instance, the traditional Eritrean stovieldgogg uses a lot of firewood for making injera (local
bread) Thus, cutting forests for firewoadd one of the main drivers for the degradation of forests
and wooded lands. The improvedldhanet Mogogq which saves bhout 50% of firewood
consumption,has gotten wide acceptance among beneficiatiesa country where biomass
constitutes at least 82% of the total energy consumpgtienyse of improved stove has significant
impact on both the environment and health efrifral communities.

Relevant websites, web links, and files
1 MoA, FWA Report 2018

E-Target 3: By 2020, at least 25% of grazer populations have developed the capacity to
reduce overgrazing/over browsing.

Rationale

Approximately 75% of the total population in Eritreepends on livestock and livestock
production (NBSAP, 2015). However, there is limited rangeland that is estimated at 6 million
hectares (49% of the total land mass of the country). About 30% aobtdiepopulation is either
pastoralists or agrpastoralists. Almost all farming households own some livestock and many
upland farmers move livestock to the lowlands in combined herds for grazing.

The country is also hom® many pasture species of legunasl grasses. The pastures in the
highlands are infertile and steep, hence fragile under continuous uncontrolled grazing regimes. The
grazing area has been shrinking over the years because efrazarg, extensive cultivation,
improper utilization of wadr resources and deforestation. The resources of the browse layer have
been dwindling due to the removal of forest cover and constant grazing. The pastures have no
opportunity to recover because hungry animals are continuously searching for any edilteplan
sprouts. As a result, the most palatable species of herbage and browse are decreasing in quantity
and leaving space for less palatable species. If the present trend of deterioration persists for much
longer, it could result in leaving the land baned subject it to soil erosion that could lead to
desertification.Thus this target aims at reducing the overgrazing/overbrowsing pasture species by
enabling farmers to grow animal feed for their livestock.

Level of application

National
Relevance of thenational targets to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1 l2][3]fal 5] 6] 7] 8] 9]10]
l11] 12| 13 14| 15 16| 17| 18 | 19| 20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1 l2][3]a4] 5] 6] 7] 8] 9]10]
l11] 12| 13 14| 15 16| 17| 18 | 19| 20
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Other relevant information

This target aims at addressing the lack of knowledge tlie undesirable impacts of
overgrazing/overbrowsing. As a priority, capacity building programmes for herders in local
communities and training on cut and carry of foragedpction and sustainable utilization of
enclosures will contribute significantly the reduction of biodiversity loss from overgrazing/over
browsing. The realization of this target will be considered a priority irs¢h-arid andgrassland
ecosystems.

E-Target 4: By 2020 the extinction of threatened species has been prevented and the
conservation status of those most threatened and endangered flora and fauna have been
improved, with declining trends significantly reduced.

Rationale

The assessment of Eritrean biodiversity shows that thergpacges that are threatened/endangered
and some in theevge of extinction.Thus,the existing site of biodiversity development requiras
integrated ecosystem managemapproachto the achieement of biodiversity conservation and
sustainable usé&ne of the major goals of the NBSAP isitoprove the status of biodiversity by
safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic divefidiig is to be achieved through the
establishment of protectedeas and devising of appropriate management practices to conserve the
biological diversity of the flora and fauna of the country.

This targetaimsto contribute to the conservation of threatened and endangered species of flora and
faunawhich are includedn the IUCN Red List. One of thgroposed intervention conservation
measuress throughthe establishment of a protected area system and enclosures appropriate to
Eritrean conditions.

Level of application
National
Relevance of the national targets to th&ichi Biodiversity Targets.

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

12 3]lafs5]e6] 7] 8]9]10]
|11l 12| 13 14 15 16| 27| 18 ] 19| 20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

L1 ]2 3] a5 6] 7] 8] 9]10]
| A1) 1213 14| 15 16| 27| 18] 19| 20

Other relevant information

Eritrea is home to a number globally rare and endangered spedi€sCN Red List,2018). The
African Wild Ass (Equus africang), the Nubian Ibex (Capra ibex nubianpand the African
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Elephant Loxodonta africanpare among the endangered species whdecas gazellesGazella
dorcag and Soemmeririg gazelle Gazella soemmerringare listed as vulnerable species.

Out of the sixty endemic birds to the Horn of Africa, seventeen species are found in Eritrea (E.g.

Wattled Ibis, Abyssinian woodpeckérhick-billed Raven, Banded barbet, etc.). In addition, there

are 6 Near Endemic birds (E.g. White cheeked Turaco, White rumped Babler, etc.). Moreover, 17
species of Western or Sahelian bird species found in Eritrea are hard to find elsewhere in the Horn
Africa (E.g. Orange River Francolin, Longiled Nightjar, Cricket Warbler, etc.Rédmanet al,

2009)

It is believed that uncharted amphibian and reptile diversity exists in EflineaHorn of Africa
including Eritrea, is endowed with the highest levels of endemism of reptiles (Boddie
Papenfuss personal comm.). However, until recently higoetefaunal records were mostly
obtained during the Italian Colonial Period (18831). Since then, nohuch study was made as

far as the amphibians and reptiles are concerAedordingly, knowledge of the diversity of
reptiles and amphibians in Eritrea has been very limited consequently not much information was
obtained from desk review in general. Theesmliable source of information was obtained from

the survey that was made for the last four years by Dr Theodore Papenfuss who is a senior scientist
of amphibians and reptiles from University of California in collaboration with Forestry and
Wildlife Authority of the state of Eritrea. This team has started to chart the uncharted reptiles and
amphibiandiversity of Eritrea

The Eritrea Biodiversity Stocktaking Assessment RefidoE, 1999) lists abouf700plant species,

which revealsconsiderable plant dérsity in humanaltered landscapes. A total 55 tree species

have been listeth the Forestry and Wildlife Conservation and Development Proclamdhimn
155/200§ as nationally endangered/threatened species which require special conservation
attention. Among others, these includeBoswellia papyrifera, Ficus vasta, Myrica salcifolia,
Adansoniadigitata andBalanitesaegyptiaca

The diversity of crop, forage, shrub and tree browse landraces found in Eritrea has global
conservation significance because Eritrea is primary and secondary centre of diversity for a number
of cultivated crops. More importantly, the genetic diversityhalse and other crops and forages in
Eritrea plays an important role in the agricultural strategy, especially those practisiigdrain
agriculture. Eritrea islsocentre of origin for several crops sucholisa (Abelmoschuse sculenjus

taff (Eragrostis €f), Niger seed Guizotia abyssinica mustard Brassica carinaty watermelon
(Citrullus lanatug and leafy vegetables AmarastfiAmaranthus caudatus)n addition, wild
relatives of somerops such agmaranthudiculneus, Cucumis melo, Eragrostis pilosad other
Eragrostis spparereported to exist in Eritredhe countryis also a primary and secondary centre

of diversity for several crops such as barley, tetraploid wheat, chickpea, finger millet, grass pea and
cowpea Vavilov (1992)idertified the EritreanCentreof Diversity among others as the centre of
origin for sesame, castor bean, garden cress, okra, indigo, barley, sorghum, pearl millet, cowpea,
flax, taff, polish wheat, hard wheammerand poulard wheat. Currently, however, there are threa

of erosionto this important diversity due to their being susceptiblediseasesand pestsFor
instance, lte production of the localvheat calledvlanna keihand Manna giandieis decreasing

since they are disappearing due their susceptibility to doildew.
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Relevant websites, web links, and files

1 Birdlife international web site; https://www.birdlife.org/ Sowb 201

1 DoE (1999). Eritrea Stocktaking Assessment Report, Department of Environment, Ministry of
Land Water and Environment, Eritrea.

FWA Report, 2017

https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/er/anr-05-en.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/nedacuments/353.pdf

IUCN (2018). IUCN Red Listof Endangered Animalsyersion 2018.
www.iucnredlist.orgaccessed on December 2018

1 [IUCN, 2019. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version-2019
<https://www.iucnredlist.org>ISSN 2368235

Forestry and Wildlife Conservation abeévelopment, Proclamation No. 155/2006
Redmanet al, 2009
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E-Target 5: By 2020 at least 25% of catchment sites and degraded lands of high biodiversity
hotspots are rehabilitated within the terrestrial ecosystem.

Rationale

The NBSAP has theonservation of ecosystems ahibdiversity as an essential action area that

will reduce vulnerabilityof the populationsThe strategic plan aims arlimate resilientthereby
ensuing that climate change mitigation and adaptationraggor areas of actiorlhis is through
appropriate adaptation approaches for biodiversity conservation and sustainabke taskles the

threats from watershed degradation and climate change and variation with a focus on forest and
woodland ecosystem, an implementation ofidtail LandUse Master Plarwith the principles of
Sustainable Land Management (SLM), and Integrated Strategy on Degraded Catchments
Treatments Programme is proposed. Priority intervention here is to assess the impacts of
rehabilitated degraded watershedghwhigh biodiversity hotspots and make an inéon
through soil and water conservation, afforestation as well as enclosures establishment.

Level of application
National
Relevance of the national targets to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Main related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

123 a5 6] 7| 8] 9]|10]
|11 12| 13 14 15 16| 17| 18 ] 19| 20

Other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets

123 al5] 6] 7| 8] 9]|10]
|11 12| 13 14 15 16| 17| 18 ] 19| 20
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Other relevant information

Majority of the Eritrean population (about 65%) lives in the central highland zone. Due to high
population density, the nature of the land use system and climate changes resulted into severe land
degradation and this in turn affects agricultysedductionnegatively The main causes of land
degradation in Eritrea are deforestation, inappropriate agricultural practices, overgrazing, insecure
land tenurejnadequatdand use planning and limited application of knowledge and technologies

by farmers to enhangeoductivity. Between the yes2009 to 2015ustainabld.andManagement

(SLM) was implementedas a pilot projecti n Er i trea with a goal of
provides the basis for ecosystem servite and
adoption of land use systems through appropriate management practices that enables land users ta
maximise the economic and social benefits from the land while maintaining or enhancing the
ecological support functions of the land resources. SLM is émeedy to increase average
productivity, reducing seasonal fluctuations in yields, and supporting diversified production and
improved incomes.SLM focuses on increasing productivity of agrcosystems and soeio
economically improve resilience to environmadntariability, including climate change and prevent
degradation of natural resources. Profitable SLM has been used innovatively in Eritrea
accompanyinghe new land tenure systeimat offers lifelong usufruct of land to farmertand
Proclamatior58/1994), in the Centrafighland Zne. Previous SLM interventiongereimpeded

by the cyclic land redistributiofevery 57 years)hat does not encourage SLM practices adoption

and land care.

Biodiversity hot spot areas have heéentified and actionsra orgoing to rehabilitate degraded
watersheds through the establishment of protected areas. In addition, afforestation programs are
underway using indigenous species and construction of physical structures (terraces, check dams,
etc.).

Relevant websitesweb links, and files
1 https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/er/er.nbsap-eB.pdf
1 https://wwwunccdint
T www.er.undp.org

E-Target 6: Develop an integrated action plan of implementation to reduce the expansion of
invasivealien species through control mechanisms and sustainable utilization.

Rationale

Deforestation, land degradation, over grazing/over browsihigiate change induced recurrent
droughts;invasive alien species and habitat transformati@identified as anajor threatto the

loss of terrestrial biodiversityn Eritrea.Habitat degradation and loss is occurring due to several
factors that includeexcessive clearing of woodlands for agricultuoatting of live trees for
firewood, expansion of settlementsillages and towns;onversion of coastal habitats other land

uses and pollution. When degradation occurs it increases the chance of it being invaded by
aggressive plants and aninsgecies that invade the degraded lands. In Eritrea, there are such
speies that havénvadeddegraded areas and have become threats to existing biodiversity and by
virtue of being aggressive are becoming threats to the local flora.

There are maninvasiveAlien Species(IAS) introduced in the country through different ways. The
common IAS introduced in Eritreainclude Opuntia ficusindica, Opuntia dillenii, Prosopis
juliflora/chilensis, Lantana camardicotiana glaucain the terrestrial ecosystem); several weeds
like: Xanthium spinosum, Xanthiustrumarium, Tagets minuteétriga hermonthicaand pests
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