COP 9  Overview of Decision in the Context of Poverty Alleviation
Decisions referring directly to poverty
IX/1
In-depth review of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity

Subject(s): Agricultural Biodiversity

IX/5
Forest biodiversity

Subject(s): Forest Biodiversity

IX/6
Incentive measures (Article 11)

Subject(s): Economics, Trade and Incentive Measures

IX/7
Ecosystem approach

Subject(s): Ecosystem Approach

IX/8
Review of implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan

Subject(s): Strategic Plan / 2010 Biodiversity Target

IX/9
Process for the revision of the Strategic Plan

Subject(s): Strategic Plan / 2010 Biodiversity Target

IX/11
Review of implementation of Articles 20 and 21

IX/14
Technology transfer and cooperation

Subject(s): Transfer of Technology and Cooperation

IX/16
Biodiversity and climate change

Subject(s): Climate Change and Biodiversity

IX/17
Biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands

Subject(s): Dry and Sub-Humid Lands Biodiversity

IX/18
Protected areas

Subject(s): Protected Areas / In-Situ Conservation

IX/21
Island biodiversity

Subject(s): Island Biodiversity

IX/31
Financial resources and the financial mechanism and guidance to the financial mechanism

Subject(s): Financial Resources and Mechanism
Decisions referring directly to MDGs
IX/1
In-depth review of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity

Subject(s): Agricultural Biodiversity

IX/2
Agricultural biodiversity: biofuels and biodiversity

Subject(s): Agricultural Biodiversity

IX/3
Global strategy for plant conservation

Subject(s): Global Strategy for Plant Conservation

IX/4
In-depth review of ongoing work on alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species

Subject(s): Invasive Alien Species

IX/7
Ecosystem approach

Subject(s): Ecosystem Approach

IX/8
Review of implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan

Subject(s): Strategic Plan / 2010 Biodiversity Target

IX/9
Process for the revision of the Strategic Plan

Subject(s): Strategic Plan / 2010 Biodiversity Target

IX/11
Review of implementation of Articles 20 and 21

IX/12
Access and benefit-sharing

Subject(s): Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing

IX/13
Article 8(j) and related provisions

Subject(s): Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and Practices - Article 8(j)

IX/15
Follow-up to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Subject(s): Millenium Development Goals

IX/16
Biodiversity and climate change

Subject(s): Climate Change and Biodiversity

IX/18
Protected areas

Subject(s): Protected Areas / In-Situ Conservation

IX/25
South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development 
	The extracts below refer to the above Cop IX Decisions and focus on issues related to poverty alleviation and the Millennium Development Goals. Both key topics are highlighted below in different colors, red for Poverty and Dark Blue for the MDGs.


IX/1.
In-depth review of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity


	Convinced that agricultural biodiversity is a vital asset to achieve Millennium Development Goals 1 and 7, 
Recognizing the challenge to secure sustainable food production globally and stressing the importance of all roles and functions of agriculture to sustain food production, maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services, and increase agricultural production for local needs, as an important step to eradicate poverty and sustain livelihoods, 

Welcomes the celebration of the 2008 International Day for Biological Diversity, and emphasizes the importance of the Day for enhancing awareness of the value of agricultural biodiversity, its current status and rate of loss, the need to support conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and implement actions that will halt its loss for the benefit of food and energy security, human nutrition, poverty eradication and improved rural livelihoods, noting the importance of agricultural biodiversity to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

Notes the significant contribution of agriculture to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity through demonstrated best practices in the management of agricultural biodiversity, innovation and progress in supporting sustainable agriculture, reducing the negative impacts of agriculture and in particular its positive contribution to reducing hunger and poverty, improved food security and improved human well being; 

Requests the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other relevant organizations to identify appropriate methods or means, including provisional goals and targets, and indicators, including existing indicators, to objectively evaluate how the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity contributes to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention, consistent with the framework adopted by the Conference of the Parties in decision VII/30 and VIII/15, as a contribution to the achievement of the 2010 target and the Millennium Development Goals, building on ongoing initiatives, and further requests the Executive Secretary, to report on progress at a meeting of the Subsidiary Body prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

Invites Parties and other Governments and relevant organizations to finance and undertake research that would contribute to the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity including, for example: 

 (b)
To undertake multidisciplinary studies to evaluate the capability of different farming systems to conserve agricultural biodiversity and use it sustainably and to provide economic viability;


IX/2.
Agricultural biodiversity: biofuels and biodiversity
	The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing the potential contribution of the sustainable production and use of biofuels for the 2010 biodiversity target and the 2010 target of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the promotion of sustainable development, and the improvement of rural livelihoods, especially in developing countries, as well as the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and aware of potential negative environmental and socio-economic impacts from unsustainable production and use of biofuels, 


IX/3.
Global strategy for plant conservation
	1.
Urges Parties that have not yet done so, to: 
(a)
Nominate focal points for the Strategy; and

(b)
Develop national and/or regional strategies for plant conservation with targets as appropriate, including within the context of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and other relevant national and regional policies and action plans, as part of broader plans to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target and the relevant Millennium Development Goals;


IX/4.
In-depth review of ongoing work on alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species
	1.
Recognizes that the decisions adopted to date for the prevention, introduction and mitigation of impacts of alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, including the “Guiding Principles” adopted in decision VI/23 
 continue to provide relevant guidance for work on invasive alien species to achieve the objectives of the Convention, its Strategic Plan and the 2010 biodiversity targets, and other global goals such as the Millennium Development Goals; 

26.
Invites Parties to ensure greater cooperation and coordination between relevant agencies and authorities at the national and regional level, including those responsible for veterinary, phytosanitary, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, environment and biodiversity issues, and to consider the advisability of establishing or designating national coordination centres. in order to ensure a coordinated and coherent science-based approach to addressing threats from invasive alien species; 


IX/5.
Forest biodiversity


	The Conference of the Parties,

Alarmed by the loss of forest biodiversity and its impacts, including negative impacts, on sustainable development and human well-being, 

2.
Invites Parties, other Governments, and relevant international and other organizations to: 
(d)
Recognize the role of non-timber forest products for sustainable forest management and poverty eradication, and highlight their importance in poverty reduction strategies;

(h)
Ensure that programmes and measures taken for the conservation and sustainable use of forest biodiversity support efforts to eradicate poverty and improve livelihoods;


IX/6.
Incentive measures (Article 11)


	The Conference of the Parties,

Noting that, according to the third national reports of Parties, the lack of financial, human, and technical resources as well as the lack of mainstreaming and integration of biodiversity issues into other sectors, remain important challenges associated with the implementation of Article 11 on incentive measures,

(b) Contribute to sustainable development and the eradication of poverty;


IX/7.
Ecosystem approach


	The Conference of the Parties,
Noting that, at its twelfth meeting, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, in its consideration of the in-depth review of the application of the ecosystem approach, based on background documentation available, expert inputs and scientific dialogue, brought  to the attention of the Conference of the Parties, other Governments, and relevant international and other organizations the following range of views (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/2, annex, recommendation XII/1, para. 1),
(k) 
Some Parties expressed the view that the principles of the ecosystem approach need to be considered at the earliest stage of policy-making and planning at all levels that relate to or affect natural resources and can be useful in poverty reduction strategies, 
1.
Urges Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations, as appropriate, and subject to funding and availability of technical capacity, to: 
(a) Further promote the use of the ecosystem approach in all sectors and enhance inter‑sectoral cooperation, as well as promote the establishment of concrete national and/or regional initiatives and pilot projects where the ecosystem approach is the underlying principle;

2.
Invites Parties to: 

(a) Take into account the application of the ecosystem approach in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and climate-change adaptation and mitigation activities; 

(b) Develop effective cooperation at all levels for the effective application and monitoring of the ecosystem approach including its incorporation into poverty reduction strategies, as appropriate, mindful that the ecosystem approach can be applied effectively at local level, where communities can participate more directly, and where appropriate, local efforts need to be further enhanced; 


IX/8.
Review of implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan


	The Conference of the Parties

4.
Notes with concern the insufficient financial, human and technical resources, the inadequate mainstreaming of biodiversity, in particular in sectoral planning processes and in national development and poverty eradication strategies, and the paucity of information in relation to the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

Meeting the three objectives of the Convention:

(c) Emphasize the integration of the three objectives of the Convention into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies; 

(e) Promote synergies between activities to implement the Convention and poverty eradication;

Components of biodiversity strategies and action plans

(i) Highlight the contribution of biodiversity, including, as appropriate, ecosystem services, to poverty eradication, national development and human well-being, as well as the economic, social, cultural, and other values of biodiversity as emphasized in the Convention on Biological Diversity, making use, as appropriate, of the methodologies and conceptual framework of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment;

Support processes

(q) Address existing planning processes in order to mainstream biodiversity concerns in other national strategies, including, in particular, poverty eradication strategies, national strategies for the Millennium Development Goals, sustainable development strategies, and strategies to adapt to climate change and combat desertification, as well as sectoral strategies, and ensure that national biodiversity strategies and action plans are implemented in coordination with these other strategies; 

(r) Make use of or develop, as appropriate, regional, subregional or subnational networks to support implementation of the Convention; 
9. 
 Invites the Global Environment Facility, and urges Governments and other donors to provide adequate funding to developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, for the implementation and revision of national, and where appropriate, regional biodiversity strategies;
13.
Notes the need to provide Parties with additional information on guidance, initiatives, mechanisms, systems and tools to improve technology transfer and cooperation, including:
(b) Bilateral and multilateral cooperation agreements as means to achieve effective transfer of technology; 
16.
Requests the Executive Secretary, in cooperation with partner organizations to facilitate: 

(a)
The continued exchange of best practices and lessons learned from the preparation, updating and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, through appropriate forums and mechanisms such as the clearing-house mechanism and, subject to available resources, strengthened cooperation with regional processes, South-South cooperation and voluntary peer‑review; 

(b)
The provision of training and technical support from partner organizations; 

(c)
Scientific and technical cooperation as well as technology transfer and cooperation to enhance the capacity of developing country Parties, in particular least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, to support national implementation of the Convention including through a better use of the clearing‑house mechanism, the financial mechanism and communication, education and public awareness under the Convention; 
17.
Recalling paragraph 6 of decision VIII/8, reaffirms the need for regional and subregional meetings to discuss national experience in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and the integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors, including consideration of challenges and ways and means for overcoming the challenges; 
18.
Requests the Executive Secretary, to:

 (b)
In collaboration with partner organizations continue to compile a range of instruments, including toolkits and documentation of best practices and lessons learned, to support Parties to develop, review and implement their national biodiversity strategies and action plans and related implementation activities, including for the achievement of the 2010 biodiversity target, taking into account the need to respond to new decisions of the Conference of the Parties, and to the challenges posed by emerging issues;

21.
Invites all bilateral and multilateral development cooperation agencies to promote mainstreaming of the environment, including biodiversity, into development cooperation activities;


IX/9.
Process for the revision of the Strategic Plan


	The Conference of the Parties

Recognizing that the revised and updated Strategic Plan should:

(f)
Highlight the importance of biodiversity for poverty eradication and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, taking into account that conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity should contribute to poverty eradication at local level and not harm the livelihoods of the poor;


IX/11.
Review of implementation of Articles 20 and 21


	The Conference of the Parties,

Concerned that the lack of sufficient financial resources continues to be one of the main obstacles to achieving the Convention’s three objectives, including the 2010 biodiversity target, as well as the Millennium Development Goals,
5.
Recommends that Parties and relevant organizations identify, engage and increase South‑South cooperation as a complement to North-South cooperation to enhance technical, financial, scientific and technological cooperation and innovations, for biological diversity;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to compile existing guidelines and best practices for mainstreaming financing of biodiversity and its associated ecosystem services into overall and sectoral planning as well as on financial needs assessment and make this information publicly available;
10.
Encourages Parties and other Governments to build on existing knowledge of biodiversity and poverty alleviation mainstreaming 
/ to integrate biodiversity into national development policies and plans.

Annex

Strategy for Resource Mobilization in Support of the Achievement of the Convention’s three objectives for the period 2008-2015

I.
The Urgency
2.
The loss of biological diversity has led to far-reaching environmental, social, economic and cultural impacts, exacerbated by the negative effects of climate change, and its consequences are harshest for the poor.
6.
The resource mobilization strategy aims to assist the Parties to the Convention and relevant organizations to mobilize adequate and predictable financial resources to support the achievement of the Convention’s three objectives including the achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on Earth.
7.
The strategy considers the full range of possible local, national, regional and international funding sources, both public and private. It is geared towards implementation during an initial period up to 2015, coinciding with the international development planning cycle, including the Millennium Development Goals. 

IV.
Strategic Goals and Objectives
Goal 2:
Strengthen national capacity for resource utilization and mobilize domestic financial resources for the Convention’s three objectives

2.5 To consider the enhancement of existing, or the establishment of new, domestic funds and funding programmes through voluntary contributions, including for official development assistance, where biodiversity is identified as a priority by developing country Parties in poverty reduction strategies, national development strategies, United Nations development assistance frameworks and other development assistance strategies, that include innovative financing instruments to achieve the Convention’s three objectives.

Goal 3:
Strengthen existing financial institutions and, promote replication and scaling-up of successful financial mechanisms and instruments

3.2 To strive to increase official development assistance associated with biological diversity, where biodiversity is identified as a priority by developing country Parties in poverty reduction strategies, national development strategies, United Nations development assistance frameworks and other development assistance strategies and in accordance with priorities identified in national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

Goal 5:
Mainstream biological diversity and its associated ecosystem services in development cooperation plans and priorities including the linkage between Convention’s work programmes and Millennium Development Goals
5.1 To integrate considerations on biological diversity and its associated ecosystem services into the priorities, strategies and programmes of multilateral and bilateral donor organizations, including sectoral and regional priorities, taking into account the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

5.2 To integrate considerations on biological diversity and its associated ecosystem services in economic and development plans, strategies and budgets of developing country Parties.

5.3 To integrate effectively the  three objectives of the Convention into the United Nations development system, as well as international financial institutions and development banks.

5.4 To strengthen cooperation and coordination among funding partners at the regional and subregional levels, taking into account the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

5.5 To enhance financial, scientific, technical and technological cooperation with international organizations, non-governmental organizations, indigenous peoples’ organizations and public institutions for biological diversity and its associated ecosystem services.
Goal 6:
Build capacity for resource mobilization and utilization and promote South-South cooperation as a complement to necessary North-South cooperation

6.2 To identify, engage and increase South-South cooperation as complement to North South cooperation to enhance technical, technological, scientific and financial cooperation.
Annex
Bonn Message on Finance and Biological Diversity

Deeply concerned also that the consequences of biodiversity loss and ecosystem disruption are harshest for the poor and that biodiversity loss and degradation of ecosystem services pose a significant barrier to achieving sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals,

Emphasizing that the enhanced phase of implementation of the three objectives of the Convention requires that biodiversity considerations be mainstreamed into national development and poverty‑reduction plans, policies and strategies, as well as into development-cooperation planning,

Hereby declare that its elements should include the following:

1.
Governments and relevant organizations should increase financial resources for the effective and efficient implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, in particular to achieve the 2010 biodiversity target as part of Goal 7, on environmental sustainability, of the Millennium Development Goals, taking into account the strategy on resource mobilization in support of the Convention’s three objectives, as adopted by the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in Bonn;

3.
Governments and relevant organizations should integrate into their strategies for poverty reduction and development the contribution of biodiversity and its associated ecosystem services, to poverty eradication, national development and human well-being, as well as the economic, social, cultural, and other values of biodiversity as emphasized in the Convention on Biological Diversity;


IX/12.
Access and benefit-sharing
	A.
Fair and equitable benefit-sharing

1.
Components to be further elaborated with the aim of incorporating them in the international regime

10.Mechanisms to encourage benefits to be directed toward conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and socio-economic development, in particular the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in accordance with national legislation


IX/13.
Article 8(j) and related provisions
	5.
Takes note of the proposed indicators contained in annex I to the report of the International Experts Seminar on Indicators Relevant for Indigenous Peoples, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Millennium Development Goals, organized by the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB) in Banaue, Philippines, from 5 to 9 March 2007 (UNEP/CBD/WG-8J/5/8);

10.
Requests the Executive Secretary to maintain coordination with the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Inter-Agency Support Group on related work on indicators relevant for indigenous peoples, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Millennium Development Goals.



IX/14.
Technology transfer and cooperation


	Annex

strategy for the practical implementation of the programme of work on technology transfer and scientific and technoLogical cooperation
I.
OBJECTIVES and background

3.
Biodiversity is under massive and increasing pressure as a result of global changes such as population growth, poverty alleviation, reduction of available arable land and water, environmental stress, climate change, and the need for renewable resources, and this requires that the full range of technologies, ranging from traditional to modern technologies, is made widely available in order to address the challenges associated with the implementation of the three objectives of the Convention.  Much scientific and technological cooperation, including the transfer of technologies, is already being undertaken, in particular on a smaller scale. The present strategy aims to increase the visibility of such cooperation, and to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation under the Convention.


IX/15.
Follow-up to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
	2.
Invites Parties, other Governments, relevant organizations, stakeholders and indigenous and local communities, when designing integrated local, national or subglobal assessments, to consider,  taking into account, where appropriate:

(b) The principles, conceptual framework and results of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, including the services provided by ecosystems, as a contribution to the Millennium Development Goals;


IX/16.
Biodiversity and climate change


	D. Summary of the findings of the global Assessment on Peatlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change


5.
Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, and subject to available resources, to conduct an analysis of the potential of incentive measures and funding mechanisms under climate-change adaptation and mitigation in supporting biodiversity conservation and sustainable use in wetlands as well as in supporting local livelihoods and contributing to poverty eradication and further requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways to engage with those national and international research centres (e.g. CGIAR centres) addressing climate‑change adaptation and mitigation in relation to wetlands biodiversity;   

Annex II

INDICATIVE LIST OF ACTIVITIES BY PARTIES TO PROMOTE SYNERGIES AMONG THE RIO CONVENTIONS

Collaboration amongst national focal points

1. Establish a national coordinating committee for implementation of the three Rio conventions including, as appropriate, mainstreaming into sustainable development strategies, the Millennium Development Goals and other relevant sectors and strategies.


IX/17.
Biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands


	The Conference of the Parties 

16. 
Recognizing the high rate of poverty within dry and sub-humid lands and considering that activities to improve livelihoods in dry and sub-humid lands therefore combine several Millennium Development Goals, especially goal 1 (“Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger”) and 7 (“Ensuring environmental sustainability”), requests the Executive Secretary to further develop the activities contained in paragraphs 29 and 30 of his progress Report and Consideration of Proposals for Future Action (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/19), particularly activities related to economic valuation and payments for ecosystem services for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and technological Advice prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, stressing that combating biodiversity loss in those areas requires holistic approach taking into account inter alia the livelihoods of local people and adaptation to climate change; 


IX/18.
Protected areas
	A. Review of implementation of the programme of work on protected areas

4.
Invites Parties to: 

(a)
Promote the application of appropriate tools and policy measures including, as appropriate, integrated spatial planning in order to better integrate protected areas into broader land and seascapes and relevant sectors and plans, including aiming at poverty eradication;

19.
Encourages Parties to ensure that conservation and development activities in the context of protected areas contribute to the eradication of poverty and sustainable development and ensure that benefits arising from the establishment and management of protected areas  are fairly and equitably shared in accordance with national legislations and circumstances, and do so with the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities and where applicable taking into account indigenous and local communities’ own management systems and customary use;


22.
Requests the Executive Secretary, encourages Parties and invites relevant organizations to increase public awareness and develop communication activities on the role and the importance of the benefits of protected areas in overall sustainable development and poverty eradication as a way to sustain human well-being; 
B. Options for mobilizing, as a matter of urgency, through different mechanisms adequate and timely financial resources for the implementation of the programme of work

3.
Invites Parties to: 

(d)
Promote the valuation of ecosystem goods and services provided by protected areas, especially the socio-economic costs and benefits to indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders, to achieve a better integration of conservation and development processes and to facilitate the contribution of protected areas to the eradication of poverty and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, to mobilize increased funding for protected areas;


(e) 
Mainstream and integrate protected-area planning and management within the development agendas of both donors and developing countries by exploring the full potential of both public‑ and private‑sector financing mechanisms which could achieve the Millennium Development Goals; 
7.
Requests the Executive Secretary to:

(c) 
Compile information assessing the socio-economic values of protected areas, focusing in particular on the contribution to poverty eradication and achievement of the MDGs, based on the submission from Parties and other Governments as well as from indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders; 


IX/21.
Island biodiversity


	
The Conference of the Parties
6.
Stresses that the management and eradication of invasive alien species, climate-change adaptation and mitigation activities, establishment and management of marine protected areas, capacity‑building, access to, and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, and poverty alleviation require particular efforts in the implementation of the programme of work;


IX/25.
South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development


	The Conference of the Parties,

Emphasizing that South-South cooperation is important for development in the context of the Millennium Development Goals, the World Summit on Sustainable Development, and the 2005 World Summit Outcomes as a complement to, and supported by, North-South cooperation, and that triangular Cooperation mechanisms are often of particular effectiveness,
1. Notes the initiative of developing countries to prepare, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant organizations, programmes and agencies, such as the United Nations Development Programme, and subject to the availability of funding, a multi-year plan of action on biodiversity for development, based on the framework for South-South cooperation on biodiversity as reported in document UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/11;  
2. Encourages developing country Parties to engage in South-South Cooperation on the issue of biodiversity, complemented and, supported by North-South cooperation, and to incorporate biodiversity concerns in regional and subregional cooperation agreements and associated activities;

3. Encourages Parties to establish, as appropriate, multi-stakeholder collaborative partnerships between Parties and other countries at subregional and regional levels to address biodiversity concerns at regional, subregional, national and subnational levels;

4. Invites Parties and other Governments, regional and international organizations to support the organization of a South-South cooperation forum on biodiversity for development at the margins of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan;


IX/31.
Financial mechanism


	
C.
Additional guidance to the financial mechanism

4.
Decides to provide the following additional guidance to the Global Environment Facility in the provision of financial resources, in accordance with Article 20 and Article 21, paragraph 1 of the Convention and in conformity with decisions I/2, II/6, III/5, IV/13, V/13, VI/17, VII/20 and VIII/18 of the Conference of the Parties.  In this regard, the Global Environment Facility should provide financial resources to developing country Parties, taking into account the special needs of the least developed countries and the small island developing States amongst them, for country-driven activities and programmes, consistent with national priorities and objectives and in accordance with the mandate of the Global Environment Facility, recognizing that economic and social development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries, and taking fully into consideration all relevant decisions from the Conference of the Parties;


�/	One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision (see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324).


�/	For example, those that have been developed through the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the UN Poverty and Environment Initiative,
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