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CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY WELCOMES GEF
FUNDING TO SUPPORT COUNTRIESIMPLEMENT THE CBD
PROGRAMME OF WORK ON PROTECTED AREAS

Paris — 12 July 2007 The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) welcomed the ambitious project labed yesterday by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) specifically dgsed to help countries —
particularly least developed countries and smddinid developing States, who
will receive at least 50 per cent of the projeftisding — carry out their critical
work on protected areas.

Backed by US$ 9.4 million in GEF funding plus coéncing, the project entitled
“Supporting Country Action on the CBD Programme Wbrk on Protected
Areas” was developed in response to a requesttinenConference of the Parties
to the Convention and will help support countryvdri action towards
implementing the CBD programme of work on protectgdas, the ultimate
objective of which is to establish comprehensiwl@gically representative and
effectively managed national and regional systehpsatected areas.

Thanking Ms. Monique Barbut, the GEF Chief Exeocati¥fficer and
Chairperson, for her support, Mr. Ahmed DjoghlakeEutive Secretary of the
Convention, said: “This represents the first tithat the GEF has funded a
project specifically targeting an entire programneé work under the
Convention.”

“With climate change a fact, this important projeudll greatly assist in the
effective implementation of the Convention’s pragrae of work on protected
areas and thus be a critical step in sustainindutiuee well-being of our planet,”
said Mr. Djoghlaf. “The importance of protected agecannot be overstated as
they play a key role in the conservation and soatde use of biodiversity, as
well as in adapting to climate change. They ase alkey element in individual
country strategies to implement the Conventioncesim well designed and
managed protected system complements other measairesd at the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversitigide protected areas. The
Convention itself is the best and most comprehensgigtrument to mobilize
action to prevent biodiversity loss, meet the 2Qdi6diversity target and
contribute to the implementation of the Millenniidavelopment Goals.”

To be implemented by the United Nations Developniaogramme (UNDP) in
collaboration with the Convention Secretariat, greject’s funding will allow
approximately 35 grants of up to US$ 250,000 eacthe made available to
countries. Applications will be vetted by an Imational Technical Review
Committee, comprising representatives from the @atien Secretariat, GEF,
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),itddn Nations
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Environment Programme (UNEP), as well as regioeptasentatives from the
IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas, and magonal NGOs including
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), The Naturen€ervancy, and the
Wildlife Conservation Society.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

The Convention on Biological Diversity is one oktmost broadly subscribed
international environmental treaties in the wor@pened for signature at the
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, it curngtiths 190 Parties—189 States
and the European Community—who have committed tkems to its three
main goals: the conservation of biodiversity, sistale use of its components
and the equitable sharing of the benefits arisnognfthe utilization of genetic
resources. The headquarters of the SecretaridteofCbnvention is located in
Montreal. For additional information, please cohtdarie Aminata Khan at
+1 514 287 8701; emailnarie.khan@cbd.int



