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Communiqué
The beauty and variety of life on Earth captured in postage stamps

Montreal, 12 July 2010 – The Syrian Arab Republic recently issued two commemorative stamps celebrating the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB), thus becoming the twelfth country to mark the IYB through the issuance of a stamp.

The 12 countries that have issued and registered their IYB commemorative stamps with the Secretariat represent Europe, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and South-East Asia.
The United Nations offices at Geneva and Vienna have also issued stamps, and the United Nations Postal Administration in New York is planning a commemorative issue.
“I want to pay tribute to the countries that have made the effort to design and issue beautiful stamps as a way of reminding people of the importance and irreplaceable nature of the biodiversity of our world,” said Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary to the Convention on Biological Diversity. “Young people and adults alike can enjoy and take pleasure in these stamps, which will become permanent and memorable collector’s items.”  
“I call upon all other countries that have not yet done so, to issue their own mementoes of the International Year and its goals.”

To date, the countries that have issued stamps commemorating the 2010 IYB are:  

· Belarus

· Hungary

· India

· Indonesia

· Malaysia

· Portugal

· Singapore

· South Africa

· Switzerland

· Syrian Arab Republic
· Trinidad and Tobago

· United Kingdom
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	2. SOUTH AFRICA
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	3. UNITED KINGDOM
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	4. SWITZERLAND
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	5. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
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Mint Stamps
Presented s a block of ten Special Stamps featuring superb
natural portrais, these pristine stamps represent the fourth
part of our contining Action for Species series.

Price £4.10 Code AS571

Never miss a Stamp issue

First Day Cover
Featuring all ten Special Stamps, this delightful Frst Day Cover includes a filer
card written by naturalist Pat Morris and s available with a choice of either the
standard Tallents House postmark or a Batts Corner, Farnham postmark, chosen
for its apt associations.

Price Inland £5.29 Price Overseas £4.51 Code AF327
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	6. BELARUS
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	7. UNITED NATIONS (VIENNA)
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peCTar 7
enlightenment actions and educational seminars, photo and books exhibitions, ecology conferences, forums, corpetitions and festivals,
demanstration of documentaries and social video clips on this subject

o

Souvenir sheet No. 76

Contacts & stamps ordering
Sets of stamps

Our partners

RUSSIAN version

No. 824 No. 825 No. 826 L
Recommended) Animal and International Year Expanse of water

vegetable world of Biodiversity and ts inhabitants

300 BYR 2400 BYR 300 BYR

Colour of the postmark — black.

Special postmark and FDC designed by M
Plikotny e oneaty

A special cancellation on FDC will be carried out at the Main Post Office in
Minsk on the souwverir sheet issuing day.

«#08 (375) 09.04.2010 | Postage stamps of 2010 | # 10 (377) 09.04.2010 »

You can also apen a PDF formated version of this newsletter or download a PDF zip-compressed file for a later off-ine view.
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	8. UNITED NATIONS (GENEVA)
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FAUNA OF HUNGARY IV - 2010 YEAR m
OF BIODIVERSITY

) Stamps
Date of issue: 7 May 2010
CONTACTS FOR PHILATELISTS

» Cantact
* Filaposta

Biodiversity means the abundantvariety o fz on earth, which IS the result of natural processes formed by evolution over Several
billion years. The events ofthe year seekto draw attention to the pollution of the envirantent destroying species and the need for
sustainable development

T hearded ins is 3 herbaceous perennial and a spesially protected species of plant in Hungary. s found n dry meadows, on
ocky grassy slopes and occasionally n scrubby fatland. |t grows 1010 30 cmtal. s leaves oradually widen, arching outwards, L
The surface of s staight,cyligrical stern is Smooth and green. s flowers bloorming in April and May are violet biue or purplish

ed. 0 The European sousikis a ground squirtel of a genus belonging to the Marmotini sub-farmily. There are two species in

Europe, the European sousiik and the spotted sousik Itis a protected animal in Hungary. it eats plants, mainy grasses and

Seeds buttalso robs birds' nests. It ves n colonies and hibemates. 0 The biue it s a tiny, wellknown and popular bird ofthe tit

familyin the passerine order. It s essenially a Eurapean hird. s its name from ts blue crown, wings and outer tail. Alough it

is quite common in the Carpathian Basin, tis protected in Hungary. O The golden egg bug usually occurs in Mediterranean

countries. twas only discovered in Hungary a fewyears ago. s appearance makes it e of e most bizarre species of bug as it

is covered in huge Spikes. s unusual sharacteristc is thatwhen danger threatens ts whole body starts to shake, resembiing a

piece of dried leaf futering i the wind. tis a protected insect The Hungarian meadow viper only occurs In Hungary and s an

extrernel rare poisonous sniake sut-species, the most endangered species in the Carpathian Basin. s spesially protected. It

usetto be found rom Austa to Bulgaria but foday it oy occurs in Hungary. The hase colour ofthe Sub-species is oreyish or

yellowy brown with a dark brown zigzag patterm uniing along ts back (Source: hu wikipedia org; Tamés Vasrheli's desuription)

In the design ofthe Selvage area of the numbered souvenir sheet and the stamp there is a graphic composition evoking the

immense variety of flora and fauna. The man molifis the bearded is. In the designs ofthe Setin order of ascending value the

European souslik,the golden eqg bug,the bius it and the Hungarian meadowviper are shown featuring motifs refering o their

natural habitat and their environment in the background. The graphic composition o the fst day cover is decorated with butierfies.

An emblematic design referring to biodiversity s featured n the special postmark.
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	9. MALAYSIA
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For Immediate Release

Take a closer look at the most commonly found trees in Singapore through the
“Know 10 Trees” stamp issue

Date of Issue: 26 May 2010






	10. HUNGARY
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: & commemorative postage
stamp on

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY

Denomination  INR 20.00

05th June 2010:
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stamp on

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY

Denomination  INR 05.00
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19th May 2010: A commenmarative postage
stamp on

C V RAMAN PILLAT

Denomination  INR 05.00
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	11. SINGAPORE
	

	12. INDIA
	

	13. SYRIA
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	14. HONG KONG
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	Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme

413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel : +1 514 288 2220,   Fax : +1 514 288 6588

secretariat@cbd.int     www.cbd.int
	  [image: image6.png]



