PRESS RELEASE
Latin America and Caribbean nations declare support for biodiversity mainstreaming efforts under
Convention on Biological Diversity
Montreal 7 April 2016 – In anticipation of the discussions to take place at the thirteenth meeting of the
Conference of Parties (COP 13) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) later this year, Latin
American and Caribbean Ministers of Environment have adopted a decision to enhance implementation of
the Convention and its Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. In particular, the decision supports
actions to mainstream biodiversity into productive sectors, and to implement regional and sub-regional
plans to support implementation efforts.
“This is a very positive decision and shows that the region is prepared to move forward on key
mainstreaming issues for biodiversity,” said Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. “Momentum towards a successful COP 13 has now been clearly
established.” COP 13 will take place in Cancun, Mexico, in December 2016.
In the decision, taken at the 20th Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean
in Cartagena, Colombia, ministers agreed to promote, at COP 13, the adoption of decisions in support of
holistic and integrated approaches towards mainstreaming biodiversity, including the strengthening of
legal and institutional frameworks, and to link this with communication strategies targeted at relevant
sectors.
Ministers recognized the importance of the restoration agenda in agreeing to build support for a decision
at COP 13 that would provide financing for ecological restoration of degraded ecosystems and their
ecosystem functions, taking into account issues of connectivity with protected areas.
Ministers also agreed to develop a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity to help build
national capacities for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in addition to
the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity. The programme will focus on a number of strategic sectors,
including: agriculture and cattle raising, forestry, mining, exploitation of hydrocarbons, energy, fisheries
and tourism sectors, and would include measures to encourage active participation of other actors,
including local governments, the private sector, indigenous peoples and local communities, civil society
and social movements.
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There was agreement to support ongoing work on the elaboration of a Caribbean Biodiversity Strategy for
Small Island Developing States, as an important means of enhancing the implementation of the
Convention in the Caribbean Basin.
The Convention’s protocols were also of interest to the Ministers, who agreed to promote the adoption and
implementation, in the region, of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing and of the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and
Redress to the Cartagena Protocol.
Note to editors
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
Opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and entering into force in
December 1993, the Convention on Biological Diversity is an international treaty for the conservation of
biodiversity, the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and the equitable sharing of the
benefits derived from the use of genetic resources. With 196 Parties up to now, the Convention has near
universal participation among countries. The Convention seeks to address all threats to biodiversity and
ecosystem services, including threats from climate change, through scientific assessments, the
development of tools, incentives and processes, the transfer of technologies and good practices and the full
and active involvement of relevant stakeholders including indigenous and local communities, youth,
NGOs, women and the business community. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Nagoya
Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing are supplementary agreements to the Convention. The Cartagena
Protocol, which entered into force on 11 September 2003, seeks to protect biological diversity from the
potential risks posed by living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology. To date, 170
Parties have ratified the Cartagena Protocol. The Nagoya Protocol aims at sharing the benefits arising
from the utilization of genetic resources in a fair and equitable way, including by appropriate access to
genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies. It entered into force on 12 October
2014 and to date has been ratified by 73 Parties. For more information visit: www.cbd.int. For additional
information, please contact: David Ainsworth on +1 514 287 7025 or at david.ainsworth@cbd.int; or
Johan Hedlund on +1 514 287 6670 or at johan.hedlund@cbd.int.

