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Science body of the United Nations biodiversity treaty closes
meeting in Nairobi with recommendations on oceans, synthetic
biology, health and the monitoring of biodiversity

Nairobi, 18 May 2024—The 26th session of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-26) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) came
to a close late Saturday in Nairobi, Kenya with recommendations that, among other, address
biodiversity in the oceans, provide guidance on modern biotechnology, compile scientific tools and
guidance to support the implementation of the Framework, coordinate actions related to global
health and outline the framework of indicators that will monitor progress on The Biodiversity Plan.

Delegates to the six-day meeting, representing the 196 contracting Parties to the CBD worked
solidly over the last six days on issues that will be advanced to the upcoming 16" meeting of the
Conference of the Parties, or COP 16, to be held in Cali, Colombia from 21 October to 1 November
2024.

Senka Barudanovic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chair of the SBSTTA Bureau, said: “I
sincerely congratulate delegates for their hard work in the spirit of compromise that allowed us to
to provide COP 16 with a key opportunity to strengthen the scientific and technical base to fully
implement The Biodiversity Plan and monitoring its progress.”

“The work we have completed here sets the stage for significant COP 16 decisions on EBSAs,
risk assessment, and the monitoring framework for The Biodiversity Plan. The proposed Global
Plan of Action on Health will also highlight the environmental dimensions of human, animal and
plant health.”

SBSTTA-26 discussed the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework. The monitoring framework was adopted at COP15 and this work will
inform how the monitoring framework is used by countries in their national reporting. This will
provide a basis for robust and consistent tracking of national, regional and global progress.
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Regarding agenda items related to biosafety and biotechnology, the Parties recommended
new voluntary guidance on the risk assessment on engineered gene drives, which will strengthen
transparency and scientific rigour in the process and continue the important work on the detection
and identification of living modified organisms. For the issue of synthetic biology, further
discussions are needed on the possibility of continuing horizon scanning — the systematic detection
of early signs of potentially important developments — for synthetic biology. There was agreement
on the strong need for capacity-building and development, technology transfer and knowledge-
sharing, especially for addressing inequity that affects the participation of developing countries.

Marine and coastal biodiversity was also a key item, with Parties making significant progress
that will set the stage for COP 16 to hopefully set the future for describing ecologically or
biologically significant marine areas (EBSASs). If agreed at COP 16, this would come at critical
time when EBSAs are most needed, as it can play a key role in supporting work under the new
international agreement on Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction.

A proposed Global Plan of Action on Biodiversity and Health connects a variety of actors
and their expertise to act on biodiversity and health. Through actions on pollution, species
management, mainstreaming and access and benefit sharing, the Global Plan of Action mobilises
The Biodiversity Plan as a framework for activities.

“This meeting showed the willingness of Parties to the CBD to reach consensus on the
important scientific foundations of our work to achieve The Biodiversity Plan.” said David Cooper,
Acting Executive Secretary of the CBD. “The discussions have wide-reaching implications on
biosafety, biotechnology, biodiversity in our oceans, and new global work on health of people,
plants and animals.”

The documents of the meeting are available here
Archived webcasts of the meeting are available here

About the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Opened for signature in 1992 at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and entering into force
in December 1993, the CBD is an international treaty for the conservation of biodiversity, the
sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and the equitable sharing of the benefits derived
from the use of genetic resources.

With 196 Parties, the CBD has near universal participation among countries. The CBD seeks
to address all threats to biodiversity and ecosystem services, including threats from climate change,
through scientific assessments, the development of tools, incentives and processes, the transfer of
technologies and good practices and the full and active involvement of relevant stakeholders
including indigenous peoples and local communities, youth, women, NGOs, sub-national actors,
and the business community.

The Nagoya Protocol entered into force 12 October 2014. It provides a transparent legal
framework for the effective implementation of one of the three objectives of the CBD: the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. The Nagoya Protocol
also covers traditional knowledge (TK) associated with genetic resources. More information on the


https://www.cbd.int/conferences/nairobi-2024/sbstta-26/documents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBJMzkr5zo4&list=PLjpSs1uejVAnLvv03BvFI1d79RtEmeMMp

Nagoya Protocol and traditional knowledge can be found on the Traditional Knowledge programme
of work webpage. (Link)

The Cartagena Protocol, entered into force 11 September 2003. is an international agreement
which aims to ensure the safe handling, transport and use of living modified organisms (LMOs)
resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on biological diversity, taking
also into account risks to human health.
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