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Blueprint Agreed in Panama for Next Year’s Global Review of 

Collective Progress towards Halting and Reversing Biodiversity 

Loss 

 
Many parties also highlight closer cooperation among climate, 

biodiversity, and desertification treaties since “interdependent crises 
demand unified solutions.” 

 

Panama City--Montreal – A meeting to shape the first global review of 
collective progress towards implementing the Kunming–Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) closed with agreement that the review 
must remain “facilitative, not punitive,” after detailed discussions over how to 
reflect fairly the myriad information sources and viewpoints. 

Addressing the 27th Meeting of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific Technical 
and Technological Advice of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(SBSTTA-27) on October 20th, host country Environment Minister Juan 
Carlos Navarro called for “science-based decisions that deliver concrete 
results for people and life on Earth,” and highlighted Panama’s commitment 
to be a champion of linking policy ambition to measurable outcomes. 

SBSTTA provides science-based guidance to support implementation of the 
Convention. With representatives from all Parties, SBSTTA assesses the 
status of the world’s biodiversity, reviews progress on conservation and 
sustainable use, and advises the Conference of the Parties (COP) on policy 
options.  



The meeting’s 800 delegates quickly focussed on a large, complex agenda, 
including the outline of the first global progress report on the KMGBF’s 23 
targets for 2030, which were unanimously agreed by CBD’s 196 Parties in 
2022.  

The global review of the collective progress is scheduled for discussion at 
COP17 in Armenia next year (KMGBF’s mid-point mark). 

Parties also advanced their discussions on a range of other subjects, 
including the links between biodiversity and climate change; invasive alien 
species; biodiversity and health; risk assessment of living modified 
organisms; assessments provided by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES); and strategic 
review of the work programmes of the CBD. 

The results of these discussions, some bracketed, will be taken up at COP17 
and COP/MOP12 in Yerevan. 

But the meeting achieved an important outcome, which was agreeing on the 
scope of the 2026 global review of the KMGBF, being guided by a group of 
experts nominated by Parties and Organizations. 

 

After summarizing the status of, and trends in, biodiversity, the report will: 

• Assess how countries are developing and implementing biodiversity 
plans, targets, and reports, including coordination, support, 
inclusiveness, and regional representation. 

• Measure collective progress toward the 23 global targets, comparing 
national and global goals, highlighting successes, challenges, and 
contributions from non-government actors. 

• Evaluate progress toward the KMGBF’s four overarching goals, 
linking to related targets, summarizing data and indicators, and 
presenting science-based, non-binding options to address 
challenges. 

• Examine the means of implementation needed, identifying gaps and 
special challenges faced by developing countries and by indigenous 
peoples and local communities, women, youth and other 
stakeholders. 



• Review global cooperation, showing how multilateral agreements and 
international organizations contribute to advancing the Framework’s 
goals. 

• Summarize overall progress, gaps, and next steps toward achieving 
the Framework’s long-term vision for nature. 

Says CBD Executive Secretary Astrid Schomaker: “This review is a vital 
checkpoint for the world’s commitment to nature. It allows us to see, with 
evidence and transparency, how far we’ve come in implementing the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework—and where we must 
accelerate. It’s not just about measuring progress; it’s about building 
momentum, accountability, and trust among all actors working to secure a 
thriving planet for future generations.” 

She expressed some concerns with the rate of progress at the meeting, 
however, saying that “We’re running out of time in our efforts to halt and 
reverse the world’s biodiversity loss. We must speed up our efforts and move 
towards taking action.” 

Speaking as Chair of the SBSTTA-27 Meeting, Jean Bruno Mikissa of 
Gabon, had this to say: “I would like to commend the Parties for their 
perseverance through difficult discussions. Among the Parties, a majority 
were willing to find compromise despite the differences in viewpoints.”  

Throughout the week-long meetings, Parties warned that limited travel 
funding and digital access are undermining developing countries’ ability to 
participate on an equal footing. 

Says Schomaker: “Limited funding means many developing countries arrive 
at the discussion table late, in insufficient numbers or not at all. All of 
humanity’s voices must be fully heard as we implement the Global 
Biodiversity Framework, and I urge our donors to help us ensure that we can 
have all representatives in the room with us for this vital discussion.” 

* * * * * 

 
Second CBD meeting, SB8J 1, to open Monday 

Historic milestone for indigenous peoples and local communities 

From Monday 27 Oct. 27 to Thursday 30 Oct, the new Subsidiary Body  on 
Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the Convention (SB8J 1) will meet in 



Panama for the first time, marking a historic milestone for indigenous peoples 
and local communities as custodians of biodiversity and key actors in the 
endeavour to address the loss of biodiversity. 

Opening day news conference: 27 Oct. 9:30 am Panama time (10:30 
am US EDT / 4:30 pm CEST). To join the interactive Zoom feed, please 
register here: https://bit.ly/3IWhL2T 

 
UN Web TV Broadcasts (English: webtv.un.org/en; Spanish: 
webtv.un.org/es); French: webtv.un.org/fr; Chinese: webtv.un.org/zh; 
Russian: webtv.un.org/ru; Arabic: webtv.un.org/ar. 
 
Onsite media accreditation: www.cbd.int/participation/panama-
2025/media/checklist  
 
Full information and documents: www.cbd.int/conferences/panama-2025 
(Click grey boxes along the top to view official documents for different 
events in Panama, including for media). 
 
Earth Negotiations Bulletin daily updates: https://enb.iisd.org/cbd-
subsidiary-body-scientific-technical-technological-advice-sbstta27-sb8j1 

* * * * * 

Contacts: 

• Lis Mullin Bernhardt, CBD Head of Communications and 
Awareness, lis.bernhardt@un.org,  

• Franca D’Amico, Programme Assistant, franca.damico@un.org  

• Terry Collins, terrycollins1@gmail.com 
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