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As Global Promises for Nature Reach Halftime
Checkpoint, UN Biodiversity Conference Opens in
Armenia

2026 UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 17, CP-MOP 12, and NP-MOP 6)
19 — 30 October 2026 | Yerevan, Armenia

Full conference information

Opening press conference: 19 October, 6:15 p.m. Yerevan time (check all local times here).
Journalists can register here to participate online

Yerevan, Armenia, 19 October 2026 — With a new UN report showing where the world stands in
delivering on its commitments to address biodiversity loss, and four years remaining to achieve
the 2030 targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF),
representatives of governments, indigenous peoples and local communities and stakeholders are
gathering in Yerevan for the 2026 UN Biodiversity Conference.

Yerevan marks the halfway point between the Framework’s historic adoption in 2022 and the
2030 deadline for meeting its ambitious set of interconnected targets. The new global report on
collective progress, State of Biodiversity Action, reveals strong engagement with the Framework:
nearly 90 per cent of Parties have set national targets, more than 70 per cent have submitted
national reports and action is underway across all 23 targets. However, implementation remains
insufficient, with fewer than half of national targets assessed by Parties as on track.

The need for accelerating implementation will run across the 2026 UN Biodiversity Conference
consisting of the 17 meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (COP 17) and meetings of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the
Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing (MOPs 12 and 6, respectively). Priorities
include assessing collective progress and strengthening support for implementation, advancing
science and policy guidance, addressing the financial and economic conditions shaping
biodiversity outcomes, strengthening biosafety and advancing the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from the use of genetic resources.
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At COP 17, Parties will undertake the first global review of collective progress alongside
decisions on protecting biodiversity and its sustainable use and addressing the drivers of
biodiversity loss. Enabling faster action through mobilizing finance, capacity-building and
cooperation constitutes another focus of work, in addition to work undertaken to strengthen the
role and participation of indigenous peoples and local communities.

CP-MOP 12 will focus on strengthening the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol, including
through updating guidance on risk assessment and management, and stronger capacities for
informed biosafety decision-making. NP-MOP 6 will advance implementation of the Nagoya
Protocol on access and benefit-sharing, with work on monitoring, capacity support and
cooperation, as well as institutional effectiveness. Together, the outcomes of the three meetings
will advance the objectives of the Convention and its Protocols and help accelerate action to halt
and reverse biodiversity loss through 2030 and beyond.

Beyond the formal negotiations, the conference will bring together actors from across society
working to advance biodiversity action. Through high-level gatherings and initiatives,
stakeholders from across sectors, including science, finance, business, cities, indigenous peoples
and local communities, and youth will come together to share ideas and advance solutions. These
exchanges will help strengthen partnerships and mobilise the whole-of-society action needed to
deliver on global biodiversity commitments.

“Four years ago, we agreed an ambitious global agreement for nature. In Yerevan, halfway
between the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and 2030, we
must renew our collective commitment and focus on its delivery,” said H.E. Mr. Hambardzum
Matevosyan, COP 17 President and Minister of Environment of the Republic of Armenia. “We
welcome the world to Armenia for the 2026 UN Biodiversity Conference. As incoming COP17
President, I am confident that through inclusive and constructive cooperation, Parties can work
together, find common ground and deliver for nature for people around the world.”

“Yerevan is about accelerating action to protect nature,” said Astrid Schomaker, Executive
Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity. “Protecting biodiversity is not separate
from protecting our economies. Our food, water, health and livelihoods all depend on healthy
ecosystems. In 2022, the world agreed on a plan to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. Four years
on, we know where we are, where the gaps are, and that we are not moving fast enough. Yerevan
must mark a turning point in our journey to 2030, putting us on a faster path to meeting the
biodiversity targets and achieving our vision of living in harmony with nature.”

Notes to Editors

The 2026 UN Biodiversity Conference (19-30 October, Yerevan) includes the 17th meeting of
the Conference of the Parties (COP 17) to the Convention on Biological Diversity and meetings
of the Parties to the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols (CP-MOP 12 and NP-MOP 6).

State of Biodiversity Action Report in full: https://www.cbd.int/globalreview/report2026
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Summary and key messages: https://www.cbd.int/global-report/global-report-2026-
summary.pdf

New: an informal WhatsApp channel to help provide all media following the conference with an
additional source of quick information. Click here or scan the QR code below to join.

COP 17 CBD Official
Joumalists List

COP 17 in-person media registration here.
Incoming onsite journalists: kindly advise arrival date here.
For additional information, please contact:

Lis Mullin Bernhardt, Head of Communications at CBD and Franca D’ Amico, Programme
Assistant for Communications: MEA-CBD-Media@un.org

Official information and documents:

Main conference page

Conference media page

Live streaming: key sessions and briefings will be streamed at UN Web TV.

About the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) http://www.cbd.int

Follow updates on:
o LinkedIn
e Facebook
o X /Twitter

e  YouTube
o Bluesky
V/ \\\) 7 Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
\‘// \ Q !5 ',} 413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800
Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada
\k"t& V/ | environment . P o - Vot
\\¢ 25 bl Tol: 415142882220 |  secrstarist@ebilnt ansnagiren | COP1/


http://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/global-report/global-report-2026-summary.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/global-report/global-report-2026-summary.pdf
https://u15026863.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.RBLxKv9JCVpWSwk73BC-2FBzeN2VF6NvtHPZLkul5QVgTu57-2BsJK5qHQcrWW6IzKyQQBHdIOrM-2FT0kk5Hsp1o-2B-2FpEgjmrF1x4ut9nXYc2OS9c-3D9m_A_5sO3zeMkS-2FzxAUEMxQ20Gf47lrSPSzEeUM-2FmVt5XMM0G0loUkltlEwa1dsRWMIoyv2QEjmAKEX7q6-2BJ3LxZ-2BeNfY-2Fr7LAsOkFQ1ucQ0G-2FKCEYLUUed-2F9jaAPI54IaDXGqO6qaSACdEAbrMZtr9xGXzc12V9sPexOXMqL-2FvSrogiM0Sr11jXWkM-2Fmwh9o9B26vfuHpTl579Jqj7yQksYPvUU67d0-2FAUZp6ZGj4BshAA9zvF9DcTAMBwFv6v8W2A1vsQ83b-2BklAbwZdR4Dbc17QE-2BLcl-2FjZcZUo6nxvw3NtMIByPoR0Q1UREZtomQkhZoNiXbLL1vMn1Rk9SjbxZgqv-2BB7xiUkLG7Izjd8343wKQD0VkDqO7m-2BBkWoYO75isv0
https://www.cbd.int/participation/2026/media/checklist
https://bit.ly/4BwvAeX
mailto:MEA-CBD-Media@un.org
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2026
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2026/media
https://webtv.un.org/en
http://www.cbd.int/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/unbiodiversity
https://www.facebook.com/UNBiodiversity/
https://x.com/UNBiodiversity?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/@chmcbd
https://bsky.app/profile/unbiodiversity.bsky.social

