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Foreword
Biological diversity - the variability among living things and the ecosystems that
support them - is the foundation upon which human civilizations have been built.
Sustaining that biodiversity, in the face of considerable threats from human activ-
ities, constitutes one of the greatest challenges of the modern era. The importance
of this challenge was universally acknowledged at the Earth Summit held in Rio
de Janeiro in 1992. The Convention on Biological Diversity arose from this sum-
mit and entered into force in the next year. There are now 188 Parties to this
international legally binding treaty, reflecting a virtually universal participation.

The objectives of the Convention are the conservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the ben-
efits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. The Convention sets out
broad commitments by Governments to take action at the national level for the
attainment of its three objectives. In particular, the Convention recognizes that
both access to and transfer of technology among contracting Parties are essential
elements for the attainment of these objectives, and therefore provides that each
Contracting Party facilitates access for and transfer to other Contracting Parties
of relevant technologies, including modern biotechnologies. Parties shall also
develop methods of technical and scientific cooperation for the development and
use of these technologies. As an important means to meet the third objective of
the Convention - the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the uti-
lization of genetic resources - Parties shall moreover provide access to the results
and benefits arising from modern biotechnologies to, and ensure participation in
biotechnological research by, Parties that provide the genetic resources for such
research.

The provisions of the CBD on technology transfer reflect the consensus of the
international community, laid down in key international policy documents such
as the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD), that the development, transfer, adaptation and diffusion
of technology, in particular environmentally sound technology and the environ-
mentally sound application of biotechnology, and the building of related capaci-
ty is crucial for achieving sustainable development. Implementation of these pro-
visions will require partnerships and the establishment of collaborative networks
among Governments, international and non-governmental organizations, the pri-
vate sector, academic and research as well as funding institutions, building on the
numerous activities already ongoing on technology transfer and cooperation.
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Since its entry into force, the Parties have translated the Convention into a series
of programmes of work. Each programme of work establishes a vision for, and
basic principles to guide, future work, identifies goals, objectives and activities,
determines potential outputs and suggests a timetable and means for achieving
these outputs. The programmes of work are adopted by the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention, the Convention's governing body, which meets every
two years. They represent far-reaching decisions, which are negotiated and
agreed upon by consensus of all participating Parties. In preparation for the meet-
ings of the Conference of the Parties, experts from all parts of the globe, includ-
ing representatives from other United Nations bodies, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, indigenous and local communities and the pri-
vate sector, contribute to drafting a text, which is subsequently discussed and
amended by meetings of bodies mandated to provide recommendations to the
Conference of the Parties.

The programme of work on programme of work on technology transfer and sci-
entific and technological cooperation was adopted by the seventh meeting of the
Conference of the Parties in February 2004 after intense preparatory discussions
and consultations at the Convention's Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice and the Forth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity.
The programme of work provides concrete guidance on activities needed and a
framework for partnership and collaboration, on four key elements: on the con-
duct of technology assessments, on the strengthening of information systems at
national, regional and international levels, on the establishment of enabling envi-
ronments for technology transfer both in providing and in receiving countries,
and on capacity building. The timelines of the programme of work are set out in
a way to support achievement of the target of the Convention to significantly
reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010.

I urge you to use this document and to bring it to the attention of your colleagues
and collaborators. Please also share with us your experiences and any sugges-
tions you may have to improve our collective efforts.

Ahmed Djoghlaf
Executive Secretary

Programme of Work on technology transfer and technological and scientific cooperation
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Programme of Work on
technology transfer and technological

and scientific cooperation 

1. The purpose of this programme of work is to develop meaningful and
effective action to enhance the implementation of Articles 16 to 19 as well
as related provisions of the Convention by promoting and facilitating the
transfer of and access to technologies from developed to developing
countries, including the least developed among them and small island
developing States, as well as to countries with economies in transition, as
well as among developing countries and other Parties, necessary to ensure
implementation of the three objectives of the Convention, and in support
of the target to achieve a significant reduction of the current rate of bio-
diversity loss at the global, regional and national level by 2010.
Implementation of this programme of work shall also contribute to the
attainment of the Millennium Development Goals to ensure environmen-
tal sustainability and to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by 2015,
and shall fully take into account specific national circumstances and con-
straints such as remoteness or vulnerability. 

2. The successful transfer of technology and technology cooperation requires
a country-driven, flexible and integrated approach at international, region-
al as well as national and sectoral levels, based on partnership and cooper-
ation among inter alia the private sector, Governments, indigenous and
local communities, bilateral and multilateral institutions, funding institu-
tions, non-Governmental organizations and academic and research institu-
tions, to enhance activities on technology assessments, on information sys-
tems, on creating enabling environments and on capacity-building. 

3. Implementation of the activities spelt out in this programme of work, and
the indicated timelines, shall not delay the immediate transfer of technolo-
gies, in accordance with Articles 16 to 19 of the Convention, in those cases
where technology needs and opportunities for the transfer of environmen-
tally sound technologies are already identified and the enabling environ-
ment supports their successful transfer, diffusion and adaptation. 
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4. In implementing this programme of work, the various actors enumerated
above are invited to take into account the following strategic considera-
tions: 

(a) In the light of largely varying socio-economic and cultural conditions
among countries, technology transfer, and in particular the assessment
of technology needs and of the related needs for the building or
enhancement of capacity, is necessarily a country-driven and flexible
process; 

(b) Implementation of the programme of work should promote and facil-
itate the transfer of technology and cooperation among all countries,
with special emphasis among developed and developing countries as
well as countries with economies in transition consistent with Articles
16 to 19 of the Convention; 

(c) The participation, approval and involvement of indigenous and local
communities and all relevant stakeholders is key for the successful
transfer and diffusion of technology for conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity; 

(d) Mechanisms for ensuring that technology transfer and cooperation
fully respect the rights of indigenous and local communities need to
be taken into account in the implementation of the programme of
work; 

(e) Consideration should be given to identifying and facilitating the use
of local solutions to local issues, as the most innovative solutions are
often developed locally, but remain unknown to a wider community
of potential users; 

(f) The strengthening of national, regional and international information
systems including through the development and use of common for-
mats, standards and protocols, providing, inter alia, access to infor-
mation on existing technologies for the purposes of the Convention,
and the improvement of the Convention clearing-house mechanism as
a central gateway to such information systems, are crucial for the
implementation of Articles 16 to 19 of the Convention; 

(g) The development of innovative partnerships, involving Governmental
agencies, public and private research institutions, the private sector,
and national and local stakeholders, is a tool that facilitates enabling
environments that are conducive to the successful cooperation and
transfer of technologies; 
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(h) In light of the numerous ongoing activities on technology transfer and
technology cooperation under existing programmes and initiatives,
particular attention should be given to the establishment of synergies
with such programmes and initiatives, in order to avoid the duplica-
tion of work; 

(i) Building or enhancing human and institutional capacity at all levels,
in particular in developing countries, least developed countries and
small island developing States, as well as in countries with economies
in transition, is of paramount importance to implement the present
programme of work. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 1:
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENTS

Technology assessment is a set of country-driven activities which involve rele-
vant stakeholders in a consultative process to identify and determine the needs of
Parties in response to national priorities and policies, particularly developing
countries, least developed countries and small island developing States, as well
as countries with economies in transition, with regard to the cooperation and
transfer of technology for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, or
technology that makes use of genetic resources and do not cause significant dam-
age to the environment, and with regard to building or enhancement of scientif-
ic, legal and administrative capacity, and training. Furthermore, assessments
should also identify, as appropriate, the potential benefits, costs and risks of such
technologies, with a view to ensuring that transferred technologies are economi-
cally viable, socially acceptable and environmentally friendly. Any international
cooperation in this field should be on mutually agreed terms. 

Objective:  Technology needs, the potential benefits costs and
risks of such technologies, and the related capacity-building
needs of Parties are identified in response to national priori-

ties and policies 

Operational target 1.1: 

Technology needs assessments are conducted as appropriate, with the participa-
tion of stakeholders, in accordance with the activities foreseen in the thematic
and cross-cutting work programmes under the Convention and in line with
national priorities as set out, inter alia, in the national biodiversity strategy and
action plan. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 1:TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENTS 
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Activities 

1.1.1 Preparation, in accordance with the activities foreseen in the thematic and
cross-cutting work programmes under the Convention and in line with
national priorities, of technology assessments addressing: 

(a) Technology needs, opportunities and barriers in relevant sectors; 

(b) Related needs in the building of capacity. 

Operational target 1.2: 

Impact and risk assessments are conducted, as appropriate, with the participation
of stakeholders and, if needed and requested, with international cooperation. 

Activities 

1.2.1 Preparation, as appropriate, of transparent impact assessments and risk
analysis of the potential benefits, risks and associated costs with the intro-
duction of technologies, including new technologies, whose risks and
benefits are not yet determined. 

1.2.2. Dissemination of assessments and related experiences at national and
international levels. 

Main actors: Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, in col-
laboration with relevant national and international stake-
holders and with support from GEF and from relevant
international funding organizations, as appropriate 

Timeline for implementation: ongoing. 

Operational target 1.3:  

Information on methodologies for the assessment of technology needs are wide-
ly available to Parties through the clearing house mechanism and other means as
appropriate. 

Activities: 

1.3.1 Collect information on technology needs assessment methodologies,
analyse their  applicability and adaptation needs for technologies that are
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make
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use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the envi-
ronment, and disseminate this information through the clearing-house
mechanism or other means, as appropriate. 

Main actors:the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
in collaboration with relevant organizations and with input
by Parties and Governments. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 2:
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

The development or strengthening of national, regional and international systems
for the gathering and dissemination of relevant information on technology trans-
fer and cooperation and technical and scientific cooperation, including the estab-
lishment of effective networks of electronic databases of relevant technology, has
been recognized as a tool that facilitates the transfer of technology for the con-
servation and sustainable use of biodiversity and of technology that makes use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment, as
well as a tool that promotes and facilitates scientific and technical cooperation.
Activities under this programme element should build on existing initiatives and
programmes with a view to maximizing synergy and avoiding the duplication of
work, and should ensure accessibility of such systems for indigenous and local
communities and all relevant stakeholders. At the international level, these sys-
tems, using the clearing-house mechanism, would provide, inter alia, information
on the availability of relevant technologies, including their technical parameters,
economic and social aspects, data on patents (owners and date of expiration),
models of contracts and associated legislation; the identified technology needs of
Parties, as well as case-studies and best-practices on measures and mechanisms
to create enabling environments for technology transfer and technology cooper-
ation. 

Objective:  National, regional and international information
systems for technology transfer and cooperation provide com-

prehensive information of relevance to foster technology
transfer and technology cooperation 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 2: INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
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Operational target 2.1:

The clearing-house mechanism is a central mechanism for the exchange of infor-
mation on and facilitation of technology transfer and technical and scientific
cooperation relevant for the Convention on Biological Diversity, providing
access to information on national technology needs, available relevant propri-
etary technologies and technologies in the public domain, including access to
databases of existing technologies, and information on best-practices to create
enabling environments for technology transfer and technology cooperation. 

Activities

2.1.1 Develop provisional web pages and print media that provide access to
information on relevant initiatives and databases for the transfer of tech-
nology and for technology cooperation. 

Main actor: the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
in collaboration with relevant organizations and initia-
tives. 

Timeframe for implementation: post seventh meeting of the Conference
of the Parties. 

2.1.2 Development of proposals to enhance the clearing-house mechanism,
including its national nodes, particularly those in developing countries, as
a key mechanism for exchange of information on technologies and as a
core element in its role to promote and facilitate scientific and technical
cooperation, for facilitating and promoting technology transfer and coop-
eration and for the promotion of technical and scientific cooperation rel-
evant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make use
of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environ-
ment. 

2.1.3 Development of advice and guidance on the use of new information
exchange formats, protocols and standards to enable interoperability
among relevant existing systems of national and international information
exchange, including technology and patent databases. 

Main actor:  the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
in collaboration with Parties, the informal advisory com-
mittee of the clearing house mechanism and relevant
organizations and initiatives, with support from relevant
international funding organizations as appropriate.
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Timeframe for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties.

2.1.4 Implementation of proposals for enhancing the clearing-house mecha-
nism as a central mechanism for exchange of information on technolo-
gies, as a core element in its role to promote and facilitate scientific and
technical cooperation, for facilitating and promoting technology transfer
and for the promotion of technical and scientific cooperation as adopted
by the Conference of the Parties, in full synergy with similar initiatives
and mechanisms of other Conventions and international organizations. 

Main actor: the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
in collaboration with the informal advisory committee of
the clearing-house mechanism, Parties and relevant
organizations and initiatives with support from relevant
international funding organizations, as appropriate. This
arrangement may be reviewed after a reasonable trial
period. 

Timeframe for implementation: the ninth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, then ongoing. 

Operational target 2.2:

Opportunities to establish or strengthen national information systems for tech-
nology transfer and technology cooperation are identified, with consultation of
and input from indigenous and local communities and all relevant stakeholders. 

Activities:

2.2.1 Compilation and synthesis of information on national and regional infor-
mation systems for technology transfer and cooperation, including the
identification of best-practices and of needs for further improvements, in
particular in regard to the accessibility of such systems for indigenous and
local communities and all relevant stakeholders as well as information on
capacity and human resources available and needed. 

Main actor:  the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
with input from Parties and in cooperation with relevant
organizations as appropriate, and with support from rele-
vant international funding organizations as appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation:  the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, then ongoing. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 2: INFORMATION SYSTEMS 



2.2.2. Develop or strengthen national information systems of technology trans-
fer and technology cooperation. 

Main actors: Parties in cooperation with the Secretariat and relevant
organizations as appropriate, and with support from GEF
and from relevant international funding organizations as
appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties. 

Operational target 2.3: 

National information systems for technology transfer and technology coopera-
tion, especially those functioning through national clearing-house mechanisms,
are established or strengthened, are effectively linked to international informa-
tion systems and contribute effectively to technology transfer, diffusion and
adaptation and to the exchange of technologies, including south-south technolo-
gy transfer. 

Activities: 

2.3.1 Development or improvement of national systems of information
exchange on technology transfer and technology cooperation, in consul-
tation with indigenous and local communities and all relevant stakehold-
ers, with a view to fostering dialogue between technology holders and
prospective users through, inter alia, the application of ways and means
to ensure: 

(a)  Effective linkages with existing national, regional and international
information systems; 

(b)  Accessibility and adaptability of such systems by indigenous and local
communities and all relevant stakeholders; 

(c)  Information on local needs for adaptation, and related capacity, to be
effectively channelled into national systems. 

Main actors: Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, in con-
sultation with indigenous and local communities and all
relevant national stakeholders, with support by relevant
organizations and well as with support from GEF and
from relevant international funding organizations as
appropriate. 
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Timeline for implementation: the ninth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties. 

Operational target 2.4:

Promote the development of regional and international information systems to
facilitate technology transfer and technological cooperation. 

Activities: 

2.4.1. Initiate and conduct consultations among relevant organizations, indige-
nous and local communities and all relevant stakeholders with a view to
identifying options to further regional and international cooperation in the
development or improvement of information systems on technology
transfer and technology cooperation. 

Main actors: Relevant organizations, indigenous and local communities
and all relevant stakeholders with support by national,
regional and international donors, and by national
Governments with support from relevant international
funding organizations as appropriate. 

2.4.2. Compilation and synthesis of information on regional and international
information systems, including best-practices and opportunities for fur-
ther development and make this information available through the clear-
ing-house mechanism and other means, as appropriate. 

Main actor:  the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
with input from Parties and in cooperation with relevant
organizations, as appropriate, with support from relevant
international funding organizations, as appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, then ongoing. 

2.4.3 Identify and implement measures to develop or strengthen appropriate
information systems of technology transfer and technology cooperation,
including at the local level. 

Main actor:  Parties in cooperation with the Secretariat of the
Convention, relevant organizations, as appropriate, and
with support from GEF as well as from relevant interna-
tional funding organizations, as appropriate. 
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Timeline for implementation: ongoing. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 3:
CREATING ENABLING ENVIRONMENTS 

Creating enabling environments refers to activities of Governments at national
and international levels that aim to create an institutional, administrative, leg-
islative and policy environment conducive to private and public sector technolo-
gy transfer and to the adaptation of transferred technology, and that aim to
remove technical, legislative and administrative barriers to technology transfer
and technology adaptation, inconsistent with international law.  Multi-faceted
enabling environments in both developed and developing countries are a neces-
sary tool to promote and facilitate the successful and sustainable transfer of tech-
nologies for the purpose of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  Such
Government activities may, inter alia, focus on: national institutions for research
and technology innovation; legal and institutional underpinnings of technology
markets both at national and international levels; and legislative institutions that
introduce codes and standards, reduce environmental risk and protect intellectu-
al property rights. 

Objective:  To identify and put in place institutional, administra-
tive, legislative and policy frameworks conducive to private

and public sector technology transfer and cooperation, taking
also into account existing work of relevant international

organizations and initiatives. 

Operational target 3.1: 

Development of guidance and advice for the application of options on measures
and mechanisms to facilitate access to and transfer of technologies in the public
domain and to proprietary technologies of relevance for the Convention on
Biological Diversity, and to foster technology cooperation. 

Activities: 

3.1.1 Preparation of technical studies that further explore and analyse the role of
intellectual property rights in technology transfer in the context of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and identify potential options to
increase synergy and overcome barriers to technology transfer and cooper-
ation, consistent with paragraph 44 of the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation. The benefits as well as the costs of intellectual property

12
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rights should be fully taken into account. 

Main actors: Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
WIPO, UNCTAD and other relevant organizations. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties. 

3.1.2 Compilation and synthesis of information, including case studies, and
preparation of guidance on institutional, administrative, legislative and pol-
icy frameworks that facilitate access to, adaptation and adaptation of tech-
nologies in the public domain and to proprietary technologies, especially by
developing countries and countries with economies in transition, and, in
particular, on measures and mechanisms that: 

(a) Foster an enabling environment in developing and developed coun-
tries for cooperation as well as the transfer, adaptation and diffusion
of relevant technologies in accordance with the needs and priorities
identified by countries; 

(b) Present obstacles that impede transfers of relevant technologies from
developed countries; 

(c) Provide, in accordance with existing international obligations, incen-
tives to private-sector actors as well as public research institutions in
developed country Parties, to encourage cooperation and transfer of
technologies to developing countries, through, e.g., technology trans-
fer programmes or joint-ventures; 

(d) Promote and advance priority access for Parties to the results and ben-
efits arising from technologies based upon genetic resources provided
by those Parties, in accordance with Article 19, paragraph 2 of the
Convention, and to promote the effective participation in related tech-
nological research by those Parties; 

(e) Promote innovative approaches and means of technology transfer and
cooperation such as Type 2 partnerships, in accordance with the out-
come of the World Summiton Sustainable Development, or transfers
among actors, involving in particular the private sector and civil soci-
ety organizations. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 3: CREATING ENABLING ENVIRONMENTS 



Main actor: the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
assisted by the group of experts on technology transfer and
cooperation and based on input from Parties and relevant
international organizations. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, then ongoing. 

Operational target 3.2:  

Development and implementation of national institutional, administrative, leg-
islative and policy frameworks to facilitate cooperation, as well as access to and
adaptation  of technologies in the public domain and to proprietary technologies
of relevance for the Convention on Biological Diversity, and to foster technical
and scientific cooperation, consistent with national priorities and existing inter-
national obligations. 

Main actors: national Governments in collaboration with indigenous
and local communities and all relevant stakeholders, with
support of relevant international organizations as well as
with support from GEF, from relevant international fund-
ing organizations and the Secretariat as appropriate. 

Activities: 

Phase I (preparatory phase): 

3.2.1 Identification of relevant stakeholders and sources on information; 

3.2.2 Design and implement mechanisms for effective involvement and partic-
ipation of indigenous and local communities and all relevant stakehold-
ers; 

3.2.3 As appropriate, review, in collaboration with indigenous and local com-
munities and all relevant stakeholders, existing policies and programmes
and identify possible impediments to the transfer of technology of rele-
vance for the Convention on Biological Diversity, capacity-building
needs and priority areas for policy action.  The study should also identify
the necessary steps, if any, to improve accordingly national biodiversity
strategy and action plans, national research and technology strategies and
other policy planning tools; 

3.2.4 Identify and support community-based opportunities and initiatives for
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the development of sustainable livelihood technologies for local applica-
tion and facilitate the pursuit of those opportunities at the local commu-
nity level. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, with further reviews, as appropriate. 

Phase II

Consistent with relevant international obligations and national priorities, and in
synergy with activities foreseen under the programme areas and cross-cutting
issues of the Convention: 

3.2.5 Implementation of institutional, administrative, legislative and policy
measures and mechanisms to foster an enabling environment in develop-
ing countries and countries with economies in transition that would facil-
itate access to and adaptation of relevant technologies, and that would
provide cooperation among developed and developing countries and
countries with economies in transition; 

3.2.6 Adoption of legal and regulatory frameworks where appropriate and pro-
vision of incentives to private-sector actors as well as public research
institutions in developed country Parties, with a view to encourage the
transfer of technologies to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition; 

3.2.7 Encourage and facilitate community-to-community sharing and transfer-
ring of knowledge and technologies through such means as community
personnel exchanges, workshops and publications; 

3.2.8 Promotion and advancement of priority access for Parties to the results
and benefits arising from technologies based upon genetic resources pro-
vided by those Parties, in accordance with Article 19, paragraph 2, of the
Convention, and to promote the effective participation in related techno-
logical research by those Parties; 

3.2.9 Encouragement of scientific and technical research, including joint
research programmes with associated jointly held patents or other protec-
tion of intellectual property rights as well as other mechanisms to facili-
tate transfer of technologies that make use of genetic resources and do not
cause significant damage to the environment; 

3.2.10 Promotion of cooperation and technology transfer through innovative

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 3: CREATING ENABLING ENVIRONMENTS 



approaches such as Type-2 partnerships or transfers among actors, involv-
ing in particular the private sector and civil-society organizations; 

3.2.11 Strengthening of national research institutions for the adaptation and fur-
ther development of imported technologies, including through academic
training, consistent with their transfer agreement and international law, as
well as the development and use of environmentally sound technologies; 

3.2.12 Dissemination of related experiences at national and international levels. 

Timeline for implementation: the ninth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties, then ongoing review as appropriate. 

PROGRAMME ELEMENT 4:
CAPACITY-BUILDING AND ENHANCEMENT

The building or enhancement of technical, scientific, institutional and adminis-
trative capacity is an issue of cross-cutting importance for the effective and time-
ly conduct of technology assessments, for the building and strengthening of
national or regional technology information systems and for the creation of
enabling environments for technology transfer and cooperation. Activities under
this programme element should build on existing initiatives and programmes, for
instance, under other conventions and international agreements, with a view to
maximize synergies and avoid the duplication of work. The long-term benefits
arising from technology transfer should be understood as investments by relevant
institutions and initiatives. 

Objective:  Technical, scientific, institutional and administrative
capacity is adequate for the effective cooperation, transfer,
diffusion and adaptation of technology as well as technical

and scientific cooperation. 

Operational target 4.1: 

Technical, scientific, institutional and administrative capacity is adequate for the
effective and timely conduct of national technology assessments 

Activities 
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4.1.1  Financial and technical support and training is provided by relevant inter-
national, regional and national organizations and initiatives as appropri-
ate for the building or enhancement of capacity for the effective and time-
ly conduct of national technology assessments; 

Main actors: International, regional and national organizations and
funds, as appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation: ongoing, starting at the seventh meeting of
the Conference of the Parties. 

Operational target 4.2: 

Technical, scientific, institutional and administrative capacity is adequate for the
development or strengthening and effective operation of national, regional and
international information systems for technology transfer and technology coop-
eration of relevance for the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Activities 

4.2.1 Assessment of capacity-building needs and opportunities for the develop-
ment or strengthening and effective operation of national information sys-
tems for technology transfer and technology cooperation, including risk
analysis and impact assessment. 

Main actors: Developing country Parties, including least developed
countries and small island developing States, and Parties
with economies in transition, in collaboration with indige-
nous and local communities and all relevant stakeholders
and with support of relevant international organization as
appropriate as well as with support from GEF and rele-
vant international funding organizations. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties. 

4.2.2 Financial and technical support as well as training is provided to improve
the capacity of national systems of information gathering and dissemination
with regard to needs and opportunities for technology transfer, in particular
with regard to capacity for the effective application and use of electronic
information technologies, in full synergy with existing initiatives and pro-
grammes. 

17
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Main actors: GEF, international, regional and national organizations
and funds as appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation: ongoing, starting at the eighth meeting of
the Conference of the Parties. 

Operational target 4.3:

Technical, scientific, institutional and administrative capacity is adequate for the
review of national policies and programmes and the identification of barriers for
the transfer of technology of relevance for the Convention on Biological
Diversity, capacity-building needs and priority areas for policy action. 

Activities 

4.3.1 Financial and technical support and training is provided by relevant inter-
national, regional and national organizations and initiatives as appropriate
for the building or enhancement of capacity for the review of existing poli-
cies and programmes and the identification of possible impediments to
cooperation and the transfer of technology of relevance for the Convention
on Biological Diversity, of capacity-building needs and priority areas for
policy action. 

Main actors Developing country Parties, including least developed
countries and small island developing States, and Parties
with economies in transition, in collaboration with indige-
nous and local communities and all relevant stakeholders
and with support of relevant international organizations,
as appropriate, as well as with support from GEF and
from relevant international funding organizations. 

Timeline for implementation: the eighth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties, then ongoing. 

Operational target 4.4:  

Technical, scientific, institutional and administrative capacity is adequate for the
implementation of measures and mechanisms that create an environment con-
ducive to private and public sector technology transfer and cooperation, and to
the adaptation of transferred technology. 



Activities 

4.4.1 Based on needs and priorities identified by countries, financial and techni-
cal support and training is provided by relevant international, regional and
national organizations and initiatives as appropriate to foster enabling envi-
ronments for technology transfer and cooperation, and in particular with
regard to: 

(a Building policy, legal, judicial and administrative capacity; 

(b) Facilitating access to relevant proprietary technologies, consistent
with Article 16.2; 

(c) Providing other financial and non-financial incentives for the diffu-
sion of relevant technologies; 

(d) Building capacities of, and empowering indigenous and local com-
munities and all relevant stakeholders with respect to access to and
use of relevant technologies, including strengthening of decision-
making skills; 

(e) Providing financial and technical support and training to improve the
capacity of developing countries and countries with economies in
transition national research institutions for the development of tech-
nologies as well as for adaptation, diffusion and the further develop-
ment of imported technologies consistent with their transfer agree-
ment and international law including through fellowships and interna-
tional exchange programmes; 

(f) Supporting the development and operation of regional or internation-
al initiatives to assist technology transfer and cooperation as well as
scientific and technical cooperation, particularly those initiatives
designed to facilitate South-South cooperation and South-South joint
development of new technologies, as well as such cooperation among
countries with economies in transition, and cooperation between the
South and countries with economies in transition. 

Main actors: GEF, international, regional and national organizations
and funds, as appropriate. 

Timeline for implementation: ongoing, starting at the seventh meeting of
the Conference of the Parties
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