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Representatives of the Selous-Niassa Wildlife @orri
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour to have been invited to address dihterse audience for the celebration of on-tluengd
achievements on sustainable use and conservatiobiabbgical diversity. Unfortunately, due to my
commitments to the current Conference of the Pattiehe Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)xannot
be with you this evening. Nevertheless, | wiskexpress my enthusiasm and support for the workonigt of
the recipients of the 2008 CIC Markhor Award, bigbahat of the International Council for Game aMidlife
Conservation (CIC) itself.

Global biodiversity has both tremendous intringid anstrumental value for which substitutes caressily
be found, if at all. The annual world fish catsheistimated to be worth US$58 billion. The Unil¢ations
Food and Agriculture Organization estimates thaeast 40 per cent of our global economy is basethe use
of biological resources. In low-income countriesfural capital constitutes about 26 per cent efrttotal
wealth. Worldwide, forests provide an estimategi Hillion people with everyday needs such as fabetlter,
energy, and recreation, while an estimated 300anifbeople, most of them poor, depend substantiadlforest
biodiversity, including non-wood forest productsy ftheir subsistence and survival, including arourad
million people belonging to indigenous groups.

Consider also the role of biodiversity in cultudiVersity. Nature shapes each one of its denizels.
provides opportunities for observation and educatrecreation and enjoyment. In certain commusiittbe
environment underpins the very structure of soeédtions. However, as species disappear so tosodal
traditions and ecological knowledge. Indeed, tHogeg in the Selous-Niassa Wildlife Corridor ctell us first-
hand about the multi-faceted value of nature iir thees.

And yet, our use of these natural resources hasedamore damage in the last fifty years than innthele
of human history. We cannot afford to continuglda destructive path.

The sustainable use of renewable biological ressuis one of best ways to ensure the continued
conservation of biological diversity. Nature pres and sustains our very existence, and unlesslve the
benefits we derive from the use of biological rases, we risk loosing them entirely — intrinsicua|l cultural
value. Indeed, the lessons derived from expergrufesustainable usage can be applied to all ecicnom
activities, including agriculture and livestock ragement, forestry, fisheries, and yes, even humtimthhunting
tourism.

As populations expand and begin to encroach orradatabitats, increasing occurrences of human-ifgld|
conflict, achieving sustainability becomes more amafe challenging but at the same time increasingéyf if
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we are to ensure that our use today does not conigedhe use of those resources tomorrow. Toethis the
Addis Ababa Principals & Guidelines for the Susahbile Use of Biodiversity were established and astb by
the Convention on Biological Diversity in 2004. el'aise and application of these principals and ¢jneehelps
us move closer to the goal of sustainability byvmlimg guidance for the development of practicalicators for
the monitoring of sustainable use.

The CBD Secretariat is heartened and welcomesftbeseof organizations like the International Cailn
for Game and Wildlife Conservation to work towarcarying out the objectives of the Convention and
supporting the goals of sustainable development.

The CICMarkhor Award for Outstanding Conservation Performance Through SQustainable Use is a unique
award, in that it recognizes and celebrates thartefbf personalities, institutions and conservapoojects who
and which link the conservation of biodiversity amgman livelihoods through the application of thimg@ples
of sustainable use including hunting.

Furthermore, the award is very special as it sstsaastandard the successful work of the Torghar
Conservation Project in Pakistan. The designisfgioject was based on the principles of sustéenake, local
tribal involvement and conservation biology. P@bwains of theSulaiman Markhor -- the beautiful animal
featured on the programme cover this evening -eliasreased, after more than 20 years, from aatievel to
healthy and stable populations thanks to sustasralohting tourism and community conservation esfort

A key to achieving long-lasting change, and onghef most important activities of the CBD, is tosei
awareness of the significance and feasibility aftaimable use on the global scale. The CIC Markward
helps achieve this by recognizing projects and canities who have brought into the centre of thetivities
the Addis Ababa principles.

Following in the footsteps of the Torghar projebt local communities and conservation bodies ofreon
Tanzania and Northern Mozambique have been workiggther and across boundaries to conserve their
biodiversity, and thus ensure their livelihoods regognizing that the use of resources is the ordy o
conserve those resources for future generatiomss does not only safeguard biodiversity, butnesgthens at
the same time peace and stability in a once troupéet of the world. Indeed, as Professor Waniathai
noted during her acceptance of the 2002 Nobel P&am®=, “There can be no peace without equitable
development and there can be no development witeostainable management of the environment in a
democratic and peaceful space. | hope that thige pill help many people see the link between peac
development and environment.”

Therefore, we have come together on this occasiore¢ognize the hard work and efforts of the many
people who inhabit one of Africa’s last, great wildesses in the Selous-Niassa area. What isrioshé
country in this region is lost to the world. Thuesach country has a vested interest in reducing &is
biodiversity. But more than this, and in the gpwof international cooperation, governmental and-no
governmental organisations should reach out tstEs8ISe countries least capable of adapting tanbacts of
climate change. The CIC is a leader in supportitig type of cooperation and this year's award wisrgre
proof that it is possible for humans to live inmany with nature.

As the theme of COP 9 highlights, we truly are QOwature, One World, One Future. Indeed, the
communities of Tanzania, Mozambique and Pakistae hespired us all by living up to this motto.

Congratulations to all of you for your commitmentdaachievements, and | wish you continued success.



