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Statement by the executive Secretary

mr. ahmed djoghlaf

on the occasion of the 
FOURTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
to be held at the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Rome
30 March - 3 April 2009

Dear Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The scale of human activities such as international trade, tourism, civil and military transportation and aquaculture/mariculture are constantly increasing around the world. This contributes to invasions of alien species including plant pests, a phenomenon cumulatively considered to be a serious factor in the global loss of wild fauna and flora, as well as in the loss of agricultural and forestry production. 
The cost that the world pays for the loss of biodiversity is estimated to be 1.4 trillion dollars globally, equal to five percent of the global gross domestic product.  Moreover, this estimate increases when one takes into account the cost of the eradication of invasive alien species and mitigation of their impacts on agricultural species as well as endemic species. Clearly, the risks of invasive alien species are substantial. 
In an effort to achieve the goals of the on-going work on invasive alien species, the IPPC and the CBD have been working together since the seventh Conference of the Parties to the CBD in 2004 to develop mechanisms to address the threats posed by invasive alien species.  At COP 8 in 2006, the CBD was mandated to work in this critical area by consulting with relevant international bodies and instruments, such as the IPPC, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the World Trade Organization (WTO) regarding whether and how to address the lack of international standards covering invasive alien species, in particular animals, that are not pests of plants under the IPPC.

To follow-up on this, the Secretariats of the IPPC and CBD met during the 13th meeting of the CBD’s scientific body in 2008 to renew a joint programme of work in order to assist prevention, detection and eradication of invasive alien species at national, regional and global levels. I gratefully note that the Secretariat of the IPPC has provided us with access to their National Plant Protection Organisations, enabling the CBD to address the threats of IAS and to interact with as many experts as possible. Indeed, many of the CBD’s efforts are dramatically strengthened by co-operation in the jointly-organized programme of work with the IPPC.

The on-going work on alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species was reviewed in-depth at the ninth meeting of the COP held last year in Bonn, Germany.  The decision IX/4 invited the IPPC to continue efforts to expand, within its mandate, its actual coverage of invasive alien species that impact on biodiversity, including in aquatic environments.  
In addition, an inter-agencies invasive alien species liaison group has been established to fill the gaps and inconsistencies of the international regulatory framework and to continue the collaboration. The liaison group closely links United Nations organizations with experts to facilitate the exchange of information.
I would also note that our cooperation with the IPPC extends beyond invasive alien species to include living modified organisms and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The Parties to the Biosafety Protocol have called for further cooperation with IPPC and we look forward to strengthening our relationship in this area. 
The world faces the threat of climate change. Atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration has increased 35% since pre-industrial times and continues to increase dramatically.  Climate change will likely have complex effects on the invasive potential of plants and may entail a dramatic re-organization of the communities of flora and fauna in the forests. Climate change is therefore likely to affect range expansion and contraction of insects, including plant pests, and may trigger complex patterns in the spread of plant pests and other alien species. The collaboration between the IPPC, together with other organizations, and the CBD may continue to take the complex influence of climate change into consideration for its joint efforts to address the threats from invasive alien species.
We are less than 300 days from the 1st of January 2010. The 2010 Target of the CBD, “a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss”, has been a difficult challenge. The 2010 Target includes the goal of “controlling threats from invasive alien species” and this goal is, unfortunately, no exception to the challenge. In addition, the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation under the CBD set in its target 10 to achieve; management plans in place for at least 100 major alien species that threaten plants, plant communities and associated habitats and ecosystems. To achieve or approach these goal and target by 2010, the spread of invasive alien species must be mitigated with the strong commitment of the international community. And yet, as global travel and trade expand, so does the threat of invasive alien species.
The United Nations proclaimed May 22 as The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) to increase understanding and awareness of biodiversity issues. This year, in 2009, we will focus on the theme of invasive alien species. In preparation for the international celebration, the inter-agencies invasive alien species liaison group, mentioned earlier, has contributed to developing materials to increase public awareness on invasive alien species. I thank the Secretariat of the IPPC and other organizations for their efforts in the preparations of the materials, and I take this opportunity to further encourage the celebration of the upcoming International Day for Biological Diversity 2009 through the plant protection organizations and other organizations.
I look forward to the continued partnership between our two conventions and wish you a fruitful meeting.  

Thank you for your attention.
[image: image1]
	
	[image: image4.png]Welcome o COP 9 - Mozilla Firefox.
[l Fie Edt vew Hstory pookmaks Tooks e

@-»-@ {55 [ hitpiom cod intfcopj »)

P ceting starad [ Latest Headines

Home | Decisions | Mestings | Countries | CHM | BCH  Sign Up for an Account | Sign In

L F COP 9 MOP 4 Bonn Germany 2008

Adobe Convention on
backat Biological Diversity

| The convention | The protocol | progrommes | echonms | wormoton | secretar:

copo

Home > Informstion > Meatings > COP 5

ative Meeting Information

Frodut About cop Welcome to COP 9
s e
The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 9) will be held at Maritim

Agenda
Hotel Bonn, in Bonn, Germany, from 13 to 30 Hay 2008.

Documents
= ©0P 3 will include  high-level ministerial ssament organized by the host country in
consultation with the Secretariat and the Bureau. The high-level seament wil take place

bl fatEpars from 28 to 30 May 2008 at the World Conference Center Bonn,

Heeting Venue ONE NATURE - ONEWORLD - OUR FUTURE
COP 3 will alsa coincide with the International Biodiversity Day, on 22 May 2008, The COP9 MOP 4 Bann Germany 2008
Conference of the Parties will be invited to hold & special plenary session to celebrate this

Parallel Events event. COP 3 Pags on German
Gavernment's website

€OP 3 Background on
German Government's

4 Global strategy far plant conservation website

About Bonn 5

Internatons Dayfor Blogical - B
e ey Issues for in-depth consideration

EoonD  agricultural biodiversity

Sl Cas  Tnvasive slien species German Country Profile
Forest biodiversity including NBSAP
Incentive measures Theme song: zum Anhren
Poster Session (Internal) Eroeystem apmranch o oot of " (i German

Side Events

Copacity Bulding Workshops

Other Events Progress in the implementation of the strategic plan and progress towards the 2010 target
e and relevant millennium development Press Coverage
T + Financial Resaurces and the Financial Mechanism e

CHMHIAC (Interna) Other substantive issuss covering the various programme sreas of the Convention wil als * O (S2rman)

be discussed. For more information, please see the Annotated Agenda. Major Links

Partner Iniiatives
Allnce fo Nature Naturalanz.de
£l What's New

5 February 2008

There will be an international NGO farum inform the public about impartant COP 9 maters,

majar obstacles and pragress that needs to be achieved at COP 9. The 100-days-to-COP-0

Farum will be held in Berlin from & to 3 February 2008, Please cansult the fyer and the

website (in English and German).

BIMLIN Lectures on bodiversity

it jmecisserver emimusic de{Assets/FLYjemiplayer swiFie=ttpjmediserver cmimusic defAssets/5611/76032.fiv

ERTIFI






	[image: image5.emf]
	United Nations 

Environment Programme
	413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800

Montreal, QC H2Y 1N9, Canada
	Tel : +1 514 288 2220

Fax : +1 514 288 6588
	http://www.cbd.int
secretariat@cbd.int



[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.emf]