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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear colleagues,

| would like to congratulate the co-chairs and pars of the REDD-plus Partnership for their
achievements to date, and thank the governmengmdin] for hosting this high level meeting on the
margins of CBD COP 10, thereby demonstrating thatcan only solve the biodiversity crisis if we also
address climate change including that associatéfu adaforestation and forest degradation, and eguall
that we need to safeguard forests and other eemsygdb successfully address the climate crisis.

The workplan of the REDD-plus Partnership for 20&fers to a workshop on the biodiversity
benefits of REDD-plus. | am pleased to report ® Bartnership that the CBD Secretariat and the UN
REDD Programme, with the financial support of Gemgparganized a global expert workshop on REDD
Biodiversity Benefits in Nairobi, Kenya, from 20-&&ptember 2010.

Participants exchanged national views and expeg®mn integrating biodiversity aspects into
REDD-plus pilot and demonstration efforts. The vabrdp report has been made available on the
UNFCCC REDD web platform, as well as to CBD COP. 1Gvould like to highlight some of the key
conclusions:

» Firstly, if REDD-plus is successful, it will haveagsificant and unprecedented benefits for
biodiversity. For those of us participating at tbtBD COP, we should be clear: we need REDD-
plus to work and we support our colleagues in thedforts to reach agreement under the
UNFCCC.

« Secondly, both protection of biodiversity and til ind effective participation of indigenous
peoples and local communities are necessary forstiteess of REDD-plus. The permanent

! Document UNEP/CBD/COP/10/INF/20, “Outcomes of @iebal Expert Workshop on Biodiversity Benefits of
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Foresgfr@&aation in Developing Countries”, available at
www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=COP-10
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storage of carbon depends on well-functioning asilient forest ecosystems, and on indigenous
and local community participation and ownership.

« Thirdly, safeguards, if designed and implementga@griately, can enhance the potential benefits
of REDD-plus.

| am pleased to attach the co-chairs summary tostatement, which | have also submitted to the
REDD-plus Partnership Secretariat together withftifiereport, and | would invite you to take notktbe
report on the CBD website and the UNFCCC REDD Wekfétm.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you are aware, COP Xpéected to adopt a new biodiversity strategy for
the international community for 2011 — 2020. Therent draft of this Strategic Plan includes targais
forests which could further support reducing deftatton and forest degradation by 2020.

The CBD Secretariat stands ready to further comard provide relevant information on forest
biodiversity that could assist the work of the REPIDs Partnership, without wishing to prejudge the
ongoing negotiations under our sister Conventitre UNFCCC, but rather with a view to further
supporting the negotiations, and to ensuring thgtewentual policy framework will be of mutual béhe
to the objectives of both Conventions, as calledrfdCBD Decisions IX/5.

| thank you for your attention.



ANNEX

GLOBAL EXPERT WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY BENEFITS OREDUCING EMISSIONS
FROM DEFORESTATION AND FOREST DEGRADATION IN DEVELRING COUNTRIES

NAIROBI, 20-23 SEPTEMBER 2010
CO-CHAIRSSUMMARY

(FULL REPORT AVAILABLE AT WWW.CBD.INT)

1. If REDD-plus’ is successful at reducing deforestation and fodesfradation, and promoting
forest conservation, it will have significant angprecedented benefits for biodiversity.

2. A well designed REDD-plus mechanism also has therial to deliver significant benefits to
indigenous peoples and local communities.

3. Both biodiversity and the full and effective paipiation of indigenous peoples and local
communities are necessary for the success of RHD®-phe permanent storage of carbon depends on
well-functioning and resilient forest ecosystems] an indigenous and local community participatoi
ownership.

4, Multiple benefits of REDD-plus, such as biodiveydienefits and benefits for indigenous peoples
and local communities, are already being realireghany countries that are taking REDD-plus acteiti
forward, e.g. through mapping exercises and thralsgteloping integrated REDD-plus national plans.

5. At this stage, the biggest risk to biodiversitylandigenous peoples and local communities from
REDD-plus is that a well-designed REDD-plus mechianiis not agreed upon and successfully
implemented.

6. Other specific risks for biodiversity identified blye meeting include:

(a) The conversion of natural forests to plantationd ather land uses of low biodiversity
value and low resilience; and the introduction mivging of biofuel crops;

(b) Displacement of deforestation and forest degraddticareas of lower carbon value and
high biodiversity value;

(© Increased pressure on non-forest ecosystems vgthihodiversity value;
(d) Afforestation in areas of high biodiversity value.

7. Other specific risks of REDD-plus for indigenouspkes and local communities include:
(@) The loss of traditional territories and restrictmfiland and natural resource rights;

2 In this report, REDD-plus refers to reducing emaiss from deforestation and forest degradation thedrole of conservation,
sustainable management of forests and enhancerhéest carbon stocks in developing countries.n&gotiations under the
UNFCCC are ongoing, acronyms within the co-chaimmary are used for the purpose of shortening kg without any

attempt to pre-empt or pre-judge ongoing or futoegotiations under the United Nations Frameworkv@ation on Climate

Change (UNFCCC). The Plurinational State of Bolieigressed its reservation to the use of the aardREDD-plus in the co-
chairs summary and refers to this mechanism assfaelated activities’, considering that a) foseste not only important for
emission reduction but they also have other matinefits as expressed in the co-chairs’ summadybd in accordance with
CBD decision IX/5 the mandate for this workshopersfto reducing emissions from deforestation amdstodegradation in
developing countries.



(b) Lack of tangible livelihood benefits to indigenquesoples and local communities and lack
of equitable benefit sharing;

(© Exclusion from designing and implementation of giels and measures;
(d) Loss of traditional ecological knowledge.

8. Safeguards, if designed and implemented approfy;jatéll reduce the risks and enhance the
potential benefits of REDD-plus, for example by wngy that conversion of natural forests is avojded
and ensuring full and effective participation ofligenous peoples and local communities based on the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indiges Peoples, in particular the principle of fregomp

and informed consent.

9. Action for multiple benefits needs to be takeneatesal levels. National governments play the key
role in ensuring multiple benefits through the iempkentation of REDD-plus. National plans and nationa
approaches benefit from the integration of climetange, biodiversity, and development objectivas an
strategies. This requires effective cross-sectmwaldination and harmonization of relevant policesi
laws (agriculture, energy, environment, foresteghiersity, and others), and integrated land uaarphg

at the national scale.

10. Successful implementation of REDD-plus is dependamttransparent and effective national
governance structures.

11. The CBD can support the implementation of REDD-ghusugh its programmes of work and its
biodiversity monitoring efforts, including by:

(a) Encouraging the Parties to maximize the benefitsbfodiversity, for example through
prioritizing the conservation of natural forests;

(b) Supporting the work of the UNFCCC to operationaiaéeguards
(© Developing a framework for monitoring the impactfk&DD-plus on biodiversity.

12. Capacity building efforts across all levels founadedcomprehensive national self-capacity needs
assessments, as well as information sharing, adegein order to achieve multiple benefits of REDD-
plus, including through coordinated efforts of thembers of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests
other relevant organizations.

13. Identifying and realizing multiple benefits candgported through the application of:

(a) Spatially explicit tools, such as maps and ecolmggap analyses, to identify synergies
and tradeoffs among climate change, biodiversitg, ocial issues;

(b) The results of the The Economics of Ecosystems$Baodiversity (TEEB) process;
(©) Social and environmental standards for REDD-plus;

(d) The recommendations of the CBD second Ad Hoc TeehnExpert Group on
Biodiversity and Climate Chande.

14. Key research and development needs in the cont&EDD-plus multiple benefits include:

(a) Analysis of key drivers of biodiversity loss duedeforestation and forest degradation at
the national and local level;

(b) The conditions for effective and equitable disttibn mechanisms;

% Without prejudging ongoing or future negotiations.
* CBD Technical Series 4Connecting Biodiversity and Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, available at
www.cbd.int/ts



(© Criteria and indicators for monitoring multiple legits and safeguards;
(d) Spatially explicit support tools/maps, includingdrmation on ecosystem services;

(e) Socio-economic analyses of implementing REDD-plossidering the full value of
forests and multiple benefits, recognizing thatéhare intrinsic values that cannot be monetarized;

()] Reviewing and improving national biodiversity strategiesagithn plans (NBSAPS) to
reflect climate change issues;
(9) Further collaborative work on the definitions on forests famest types.

15. The workshop participants requested the Secretari@iake the workshop results available to the
national focal points for the Convention on Biolki Diversity and the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change. To further advaneerdisults of this meeting, the experts recommended
that the CBD could explore possibilities for a teical workshop organized jointly by the CBD and

UNFCCC Secretariat on how the CBD can support RE3- safeguards, without prejudice to the
negotiations.



