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Biodiversity – Life on Earth in Crisis   



Hothouse Earth?



• The Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011–2020

• 20 Targets (Aichi)

• The UN Decade on 

Biodiversity 2011–2020

Existing Measures Have Failed to Stem the Crisis



Biodiversity: The Foundation for Life and Sustainable Development



Biodiversity & Climate Change: Mutually-Reinforcing 

Crises and Solutions



2020 Super-Year: A Transformative Agenda

A New Global Biodiversity Framework at CBD COP15 in Kunming, China



Bending the Curve by 2030: Pathways for Action



- Science-based

- Aligned to global agendas (SDGs, Paris Agreement, Oceans Agenda, 

Food security, Health, Human rights, etc.)

- Transformation and transition at systems level (economy and society)

- Ambitious, Achievable, and Measurable

- Building on the existing framework — no backsliding

- Accountability and Whole-of-government implementation mechanisms

- Synergies and integration with the other biodiversity and Rio Conventions 

- Multi-stakeholder engagement: private sector, civil society, sub-national 

governments, academia, indigenous peoples and local communities, 

women, and youth

- Responding to citizens call

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity: A Comprehensive Policy 

Framework for Action



Road to Kunming, China 2020: CBD COP15 Process



Road to China 2020: CBD Secretariat Workplan



Road to China 2020: Political and High-Level Engagement

 World Economic Forum, Davos, first CBD presence (Jan 2018)

 G20 Environmental Ministerial Latin America, Argentina (Jun 2018)

 HLPF on SDG 15 (Jul 2018)

 UN CBD COP14 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt (Nov 2018)

 World Economic Forum, Davos, nature in top focus (Jan 2019)

 Nature Champions Summit, Canada, PM Justin Trudeau (Apr 2019)

 G7 Declaration, France, President Macron (May 2019)

 IPBES Global Assessment (May 2019)

 G20 Political Declaration on Biodiversity (China, France, UN SG, Jun 2019)

 UN SG Climate Summit: Nature-Based Solutions, NY (Sep 2019)

 UNFCCC COP25, Chile, integrated focus on climate&biodiversity (Dec’19)

 IUCN Congress (Jun 2020)

 UN Ocean Conference (Jun 2020)

 UN Nature Summit — 75th Anniversary UN (Sep 2020)

 UN CBD COP15 in Kunming, China (Oct 2020)



EU Leadership towards 2020 and beyond 

 Raising the political profile of biodiversity at the global, national, and 

regional levels: already significant impacts from G7 and G20

 National commitments, actions, and achievements

 EU Action Plan

 Valuable scientific, economic, and political convenings and studies: 

Planetary Boundaries, Economic value of biodiversity and cost of 

inaction, etc.

 The Sharm El-Sheikh to Kunming Action Agenda for Nature and People

 Need EU support for an ambitious agenda for biodiversity, integrated 

with climate change, development, oceans, green and circular 

economy  and all the other transformative processes necessary to 

stabilize the Earth systems disruption and achieve Biosphere resilience



The European Moment

 The people of Europe have spoken at the ballet box and in the 

streets

 Newly-elected EU Parliament has greatest environmental 

representation in its history: biodiversity, climate change among its 

top priorities

 European youth are inspiring national and global movements 

 The Biodiversity Agenda offers EU Environment Ministers chance to 

lead nationally, within the European family, and globally

 Opportunities for your citizens, businesses, civil societies, and 

governments

 Monetary Cost of Inaction estimated at 10–30 trillion on ecosystem 

services and land degradation together  (OECD 2019)



Take away

 Biodiversity crisis is real and severe; Biodiversity loss is not an 

environmental problem, it is fundamentally an economic problem 

 Cost of inaction to nature, people and economy is very high

 Solutions do exist but they cannot come from environment alone; 

time is running out

 Need for bold, innovative and holistic approaches

 Proper communication and narrative change is essential – what is at 

stake is not us humans saving nature, but the survival of our species

 Political will and leadership is what is missing most in the equation

 Europe is a recognized leader in global environment 

COUNTING ON YOU!


