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    ……………………………….. 
 

We all deserve dignity, regardless of our social, cultural or economic standing. Unfortunately, those who 

live in poverty are often denied dignity and denied the effort to help pull them out of the poverty cycle.   

 

For those currently living in poverty, the impact of environmental degradation is devastating. Often, they 

don’t have anything else to fall back on. In fact, vulnerable populations including the poor, marginalized, 

women, and children will likely suffer first as they depend on biodiversity and associated ecosystem 

services for their very survival. The current rate of biodiversity loss can have grave consequences and hinder 

efforts to meet the Sustainable Development Goals, specifically those related to poverty, hunger and health.  

 

The underlying causes of biodiversity loss, climate change and negative health outcomes include change in 

land-use and habitat, overharvesting, deforestation, unsustainable agricultural and water management 

practices, climate change, invasive alien species, trade, and more. The overwhelming consequences of 

climate change and biodiversity loss are responsible for the destruction of innumerable homes, crops, and 

livelihoods.  

 

The connection between poverty and biodiversity is not new. What is new, is the renewed sense of hope 

brought with the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework – hope for a 

sustainable future that will help move us towards eradicating poverty.  

 

The purpose of the Framework is to halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity and put nature on a path to 

recovery by 2030 for the benefit of people and the planet.  

 

In its Target 14, the Framework aims to ensure the full integration of biodiversity and its multiple values 

into policies, regulations, planning and development processes, poverty eradication strategies, strategic 

environmental assessments, and environmental impact assessments. 

 

Achieving the goals and targets of the Framework requires transformative change. This change must be just, 

create jobs, support livelihoods, and protect the rights of people, including indigenous peoples and local 

communities, women, and youth. 

 

The entire Framework is based on a human-rights approach because without biodiversity, there is no future 

for people here on Earth. That is why we must urgently move the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework from agreement to action – for the future of both people and planet. Together we can move 

towards a world of dignity, living in harmony with nature. 

http://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets/14/

