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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations’  

views on the preparation, scope and content of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework 

 

On process 

 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) welcomes the 

proposals for a comprehensive, knowledge based, inclusive, participatory, transparent, iterative 

and catalytic consultation process for the preparation of the post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework.  

 

 We welcome the proposal that the preparation of the post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework be participative, including the participation of farmers, pastoralists, fisherfolk and 

foresters. The commitment of stakeholders and partner organizations to the implementation of 

the framework and their willingness to contribute to the reporting on relevant indicators will 

largely depend on the extent to which the new framework will be perceived as a joint agenda 

and to which stakeholders and partner organizations have been involved in the preparation of 

this agenda.  

 

 FAO stands ready to support and contribute to the development of the post-2020 

framework and to consider ways and means to ensure participation of its constituency in this 

process. Possible pathways for awareness raising, information sharing and providing updates 

on progress, including to national focal points, and consultation may include: the FAO 

technical committees and other relevant bodies (such as the Commission on Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture, FAO Regional Conferences, FAO Conference); the instruments, 

including the FAO hosted Biodiversity Liaison Group members; the partnerships such as 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests, the Collaborative Partnership on Wildlife and the 

Mountain Partnership as well as involvement of the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform. 

Targeted regular bilateral meetings between the Secretariats would enhance the development, 

delivery and monitoring of the CBD’s post-2020 framework. 

 

 FAO welcomes the possibility of convening a high-level event on biodiversity at the 

United Nations General Assembly and considers that the crucial linkages between biodiversity 

and agricultural sectors and food systems be an important element of the event. 
 

On scope and content of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework  

 

 The 2050 Vision – “Living in Harmony with Nature, whereby by 2050, biodiversity is 

valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a 

healthy planet and delivering benefits essential for all people” remains relevant and should be 

considered in any follow-up to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
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 It is key for FAO that the framework is aligned with other relevant international 

processes and other relevant strategies and plans adopted by the international community, in 

particular the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs, and makes use of 

synergies both in terms of implementation and reporting on progress. Many of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) are dependent on biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. We support 

the improved integration of biodiversity in other global social and economic goals and the 

reference to food security which is a crucial element for biodiversity mainstreaming across 

agricultural sectors, and suggest to include also nutrition and health.  

 

 We agree that the plan for the development of the post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework, including any supplementary tools for the implementation of the Protocols, should 

build upon the achievements of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, but that 

implementation be strongly enhanced, and note that biodiversity mainstreaming will be crucial 

in that respect. 

 

 Reporting on FAO agreements is available through the SDG and other reporting 

processes such as forest resources assessment, the State of Fisheries and Aquaculture, or the 

Commission on Genetic Resources’ State of the World reports. FAO has also developed a 

range of tools for biodiversity monitoring and continues to develop new ones. FAO is the UN 

custodian agency for more than 20 SDG indicators, including biodiversity relevant ones under 

SDG 2, 14 and 15. FAO is further committed to continue its contribution to the Biodiversity 

Indicators Partnership. Regarding the consideration of the conservation and sustainable use of 

pollinators in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, FAO stands ready to collaborate 

with the CBD. 

 

 We agree with the strong emphasis on a science-based post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework, and that assessments and reports on the status of biodiversity and natural resources 

from FAO be considered (e.g. State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture, 

Forest Resources Assessment 2020, soil biodiversity). 


