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REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Ref. No. 18570/115/21 31 October 2008

Sir,

Submission of Views on Ways to Integrate Biodiversity Considerations
in Climate-Change Related Activities

I have the honour to refer tc your e-mail dated 21 August 2008
and to attach herewith the views on ways to integrate biodiversity
considerations in Climate Change Related Activities.

Please accept, Sir, the agsurances of my highest consideration.

- .
N. Gunesh (Mia)
Jor Secretary for Foreign Affuirs

Executive Becretary
Convention on Biclogical Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme : 65496
413 Saint-Jacques Street
Suite BOO
Montreal
Quebhec H2Y 1NO
Canada
AL
AL

Government Centre, Port Louis - Tel. : 230 .......... Fax :(230) 208 8087. {230) 212 6764 Email - tfali mail gov.mu
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1. Integrating Biodiversity In Climate Change Mitigation

@

Tempiate for the submission of views by Pardes on the integration of
hlodlvorslg conslderations In climate change related activities

| sitigation Approach | Bescription of Activity « | Potential Benafits ’ Disadvantages/Chalieng ss
Land use, Land Usg Reafforestation (10% of |- Carbor sequestration - 8xposed {a natural
Changs and Foresty | nalive 8pecies) - Soll & water conservation | calg ritles !
i | -_shod of resources
 Raducing emisstons | - Enforcement - Less deforestation - Shortage of Iabour and A{
from dsiotestation and | - Firg control - 188 soll erasion staff : |
 forest degradation - Past control [
Erner(spmi@) Providing Incentlves to l Larger axtent of ferest cover | - unvilingriess te invest in J
l private secior to eafigrag! | long term sector

* Description of the activity that can be undertaken
change mitigation inclugd

considerations in climate
available,

2. Integrating Blodlivarsity in Climate Change Adaptation

to enhance the integeation of biodiversity
ing examples of implementation where

Lunp!-t!on Approach , D.:: :::::;T_ a Banefits of Intagration ‘ ﬂl--dv-nhn-a!t;hallcnges
Protectag - Rehabilitation of - Healthy Biodiversity - Shortage of ataff and '
ereas/conservation Nsture Reserves and - Protectig native remnant forest | Jabour

| other areas rich in and wild life - Insufficlant funds
biodiversity
Ecosystem restoratlon T - Weeding of alien - Enhance natural regenemtion |1 - Insufficient of funds
Invasive species l
Forestry, fishery, Justainable Foregi - Agro Industry - shortage of staff "]
agricuiturs or watar Management - Water shed management

__sector plenning
Intrastructure - Tree Seed Centre - Ensbre rehabilltation of - More Nature Walk should
development/upgrading | - Greenhouse Unit tdegraded forest areas be created

- insuffisient funds for their
maragement
Altsimetive llvelihoods | - Nalure walks created | - Recragtional ang Leisure - Shortage of staff and
‘ capacily building
h:ar {spacify) | - Awarsness program | - Sensttlze paople of - Shortage of staff ang
| | conservatlon issues capacity bujlding 1

* Deseription of the activity that can be
considerations in climate
available,

W - Bo 3009 .« ronplase

change adaptation including specific exa

undertaken t¢ enhance

the integration of biodiversity
mples of implementation where



3. Integrating Bipdlversity in Climats Change Policles and Planning

Description of how blodiversity considerations can ba integrated info national end
regional climate change policles and plenning including: buliding an snabling
environmeni, involving stekeholders, evolding additfonal cast and reporting burdens,
stc.

Integrating blodiverslty consideratiors into climate change palicies Is to add the
component of Biodiversity Impact Assessment {BIA). The BAI can be a powerfu! fool
for the assessment of project-based climate-related ativities and should provide
practical guidance on blodiversity aspects to be Included into the differant steps,

Nalive and endemic plants should be given priority In afforestation / reafforestation
projects. Climate change and conservation of Biodiverslty policies and planning sheuld

ke harmonized and streamlined,

The use of native/andemic plant species in afforestation / reafforestation programme
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) is a pawarful 108! for the assegsment of project-
based climate-ralated activities. To provided practical guidance on biodiversity aspects

to be included Into the different steps in EIA.
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[. Integrating Biodiversity in Climate Change Mitigation

[ Mitigation Approach [' Descriptlon of Activity { Potentlal Benefits | Disadvantages/Challenges
. ’ Land Use Land Use * Forestreplantations | [ncrease in . Progress ~sjow
] Change and Foresiry *  Delayed harvesting | ForesvGreen cover increase creation of pasturs
1 ¢ Noharvesting *  Increased carbon for ruminant farming
’ » Land under sugar ‘ Sequestration, water productions (CH4'
cane to be converted to | consarvation production), urbanization,
, L Apro-Forestry J
|
Reducing emissions * Alternative energy use | » Reduction mGHG | Poverty and use of |
Jiom deforestation and . .
forest degradation * Restoration of forest « [mprovement of akernative energy
* Prevention of soit | Forest cover and
eroston increase in carbon f
* Control of ruminant | Sequestration. |
animals numbers
in forest areag '
* Prevention af buming '
and fire hazards, ‘
’ etc. ‘
Other (specify)
[

“Description of the activity that be undertaken to enhance the integration of biodiversity
consideration in climate change mitigation including examples of implementation where
available
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2. Integration Biodiversity in Climate Change Adaptation

Description of Activity

’faptation Approach

Protected areas / .
conservalion

Inerease in area

under rotection

| = Reduction of

‘ ‘ Invasive species
* Planting of trees
) which will nat

be harvested

I ' (endemic)
' ¢ Reduction of

animals (ruminants) in

protected arcas

] Benefits of Integration |

Disad\‘rantages/Cha.llenges

* Increase area of
petrmanent
forest

* Increase carbog

Sequestration &

WaIEer conservation,

& prevention of soi)

erosion

Scarcity of land and

|
l] .
pressure of residentiai

industrial development,

New legislation ta o
Encourage long term ‘
Mahagement of potential '
f protected areas.
| |
|

IL

I

| Ecosysiem resioration

|

’ Nature reserves

*  (Creation of

—_—

new/additional

Protected arca nerwork,

*  Protection of
‘ Wetlangs

* Conrtrol of

| Invasive species

Delaying logging

| * ™ Improvement of
Eco-system Services

*  Water

’ Leisure/Nature Park:
® improvement of
water quality in

,‘ rivers

|

®  Population increase

*  Industrigl

|
|
|
|

Development '

* Increase agricultyral
Production & concsrn
| about foog security.

¢  Tourism development

| ‘
|

 —

|

» |



|
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Ferestry, fiskery, * Replanting of *  Conservation of |« Increase S
agriculture or woter
sector planting Forest €C0-systema mechanization ang

* Conteol Fishing * Biodiversity use of fossil fiey |
*  Agriculture: *  water pressure to produce
--Use of ancient / ’ more  food using
toletant varieties, , ' industrial
' endemic plants, e ‘ techniques.
K e Water: ‘ *  Increase demand for {
‘.:“..- - wise and ecanamis l H;0
b .

g use of HyH

- irrigation use of ’

varieties adapted to
‘ climate extremes | ' o

I

Infrastruciure ‘o Avoid developing Lo Protected areas * Scarcity of Jand angd ’

|

deve(opmem/rgagmdmg ) } . .
| areas rich in maintained/enciched, | pressure of development,
biodiversity and | conservation of | |
endemic biodiversity

fauna/fliora (eg. | » Sustainable yse (
Ferney valle_v)l

|

[ Environmen; | ’ 'l

Impaet :
| Assessement / | }

' ’ for any J ? P
‘ development II ‘
and :
conservation of ‘
native
plants/animals. H
*  Use of.endemic
Plants in  landscaping |
and upgrading

( ¢ Preservation of /

wetland areqg, |
_ | J_N




- 013661 F.
J1 Oct 2008 14:13 OPEN REGISTRY 2

Alternative livellhoods | o Conversion of { = Conservation of | e Progress slow
fisherman to sensitive zones *  Political witlingness 1o
alternative kind of preévent depletion of take unpopu lar
livelihoods _ fish stock & decision.

*  Voluntary sustainable fishing, *  Public pressure/outcry |
abandonment of | regeneration of corals | '

fishing licenses/lease ®* Reduction is
etc. GHG (CHN)

*  Prohibition of sand ' ’

collection from

the sea,

* Ruminant farming : ‘
to other non
' ‘ CH4 producing 1
animals, .

i

| —
Other (specify) ‘
j

| i |

—

*Description of the activity that can be undertaken to enhance the integration of biodivmsity
considerations in climage change adaptation including specific examples of implementation
where available



2013661

STRY
31 Oet 2008 14:13 OPEN REGI

*  Main effects of climate change:

»  Based on the majn effects of climare change affecting smaf island like Maurjtiyg
d (mainly in¢rease in temperature, heavy rainfalj & flooding , severe cyclones, and
drought, sea leve! rise, ete) national and regional policies should focus more on
legislation, creation of fund, providing incentive, Protecting biodiversi[y (plant
and animals) | training of People so that the following can be implemens
successfufly:

extreme climatic condition
*  Congervation of wetlands (prevani flood) -

*  Conseravation of endangered species which are prone to extinction (flgra and fauna).

He ;
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- 2. Integrating Biotdiversity in Climate Change Adaptation- Republic of Mauriting

It is important to know that better management of natura! resources improves a country’s
ability to adapt to climate change. The main problems encountered with respect 1o climate
change in the marine ecosysterns is the loss of habitats due to natural calamities like tida!
waves, cyclones and coral bieaching due to rise in sea surface temperature. Man made
problems can further sggravate the adaptation mechanism of an island state to climate change.

ADAPTATION | DESCRIPTION OF BENEFITS QF i DISADYANTAGES/
APROACH ACTIVITY INTEGRATION CHALLENGES
Pratected areas/ | Establishment of more | Sustainable development | Commercial coasta!
Conservation MPAs of available marine development vs.
resources to safeguard conservation
hiodiversity
Ecosysiem (i) Regular monitoring | Data collected forms a (i) Rehabilitation of the
restoration of available resoucces | databasc against which degraded corals
including water quality | ecosystem changes cen be
¢g. Coral reefs, sea compared
grass beds, fish &
invertebrate abundance
! and diversity. -
(i) Study on coral Scientific data on status (i1} Use of farmed corals
bleaching of corals during and aftsr | to rehabilitate denuded
bleaching and their coral reef areas
edaptation

(iii) Coral farming both | Prevent loss of
ocean and land based bicdiversity of coral

species
(Iv) Monitoring of Prevent soil erosion ang (iii) Reduction of
mangroves and their provide nursery grounds | Mengrove cover due to
propagation for marine species coastal development

3. Integrating Blodiversity in Climate Change Policies and Planning

» Use of sustainable fishing practices ( net buy back policy);

* Create awareness amongst all stakeholders on the importance of sustainable use of
available resources and climate change issues

> Swudles on decp-sea migrating fish stocks.
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