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Information on the preparation of the report
Box I.
Please provide information on the preparation of this report, including information on stakeholders
involved and material used as a basis for the report.
The National Report Coordination Team of The Bahamas Environment, Science and
Technology (BEST) Commission undertook the preparation of this Report. Members of the
NRC Team are:
Dr. Maurice Isaacs, Department of Agriculture, Chairperson
Mrs. Stacey Moultrie, BEST Commission, Technical Secretary
Dr. Kenneth Richardson, Department of Agriculture
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Mr. Deon Stewart, BEST Commission
Mrs. Eleanor Philips, Country Program Director, The Nature Conservancy
Dr. John Hammerton, Consultant
Mrs. Lynn Gape, Director of Education and Communications, The Bahamas National Trust
These individuals are also represented on the National Biodiversity Subcommittee of the BEST
Commission.
Contributors included:
Mr. Eric Carey, Director of Parks and Science, The Bahamas National Trust
Ms. Casuarina McKinney, Bahamas Reef Environment and Education Foundation
Mr. John Bowleg, Hydrologist, Water and Sewerage Corporation
Ms. Sharrah Moss
Dr. Kathleen Sullivan-Sealy, Dean of Pure and Applied Sciences, College of The Bahamas
Ms. Nicholette Bethel, Director, Department of Culture
Mr. Stan Smith, Department of Agriculture
Mrs. Rochelle Newbold, Assistant Geologist, BEST Commission
Mr. Michael Braynen, Director, Department of Fisheries
Mrs. Beverly Taylor, Deputy Director for Science and Technology, Ministry of Education
Dr. Keith Tinker, Director, Antiquities, Monuments and Museums Corporation
Mr. Charles Zonicle, Department of Physical Planning
Mrs. Nakira Wilchcombe, SCO, BEST Commission
Mrs. Maria Hield, BEST Commission
Ms. Christy Young, BEST Commission
Ms. Carolann Albury, Bahamas National GIS Centre
Ms. Danielle Hanek, Bahamas National GIS Centre
Mr. Dwayne Curtis, Chief Public Analyst, Ministry of Health and Environment
Ms. Loann Miller, Department of Environmental Health Services
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B. PRIORITY SETTING, TARGETS AND OBSTACLES
Box II.
Please provide an overview of the status and trends of various components of biological diversity in
your country based on the information and data available.
Priority setting:
•

Development of a National Invasive Species Strategy (see below zzz)

•

Development of a National Biosecurity Policy and Strategy (see below yyy) and the
preliminary drafting of the necessary legislation.

•

Development and completion of the Bahamas National Clearing House Mechanism and
Website. This was launched on June 6, 2005

Targets:
There are no clearly defined targets, largely due to a lack of qualified scientific staff.
Obstacles:
1. The overriding obstacle to full implementation of the Convention is a lack of
personnel, both at the scientific staff level, and at the support staff level. The current
staff is qualified, but their numbers are too small to deal with the myriad issues
related to the Convention in addition to all other environmental issues they must
address.
2. The Technical Secretary of the National Biodiversity Subcommittee has other duties
assigned to her, in addition to biodiversity.
3. The Subcommittee comprises representatives of the agencies, government and nongovernment, not necessarily involved with biodiversity as a part of their substantive
duties; the duties attached to their substantive posts must take first call on their time.
4. There is an undetermined number of biology graduates in The Bahamas, but no fulltime biologists working on biodiversity in The Bahamas; thus consultants must be
hired from time to time, which is not an effective way of building capacity.
5. Members of the Subcommittee are externally funded to attend overseas meetings,
regional and international, on biodiversity and biotechnology topics, yet on their
return they have little or no opportunity to apply or communicate what has been
learnt, and there is little impact at the national level.
6. Lack of enacting forestry legislation that compliments existing legislation.
7. Lack of a framework for intra and inter-agency communication, hampers the sharing
of information and expertise. Specifically, an unreliable and inconsistent wide area
network linking all sectors.
8. The majority of biodiversity related studies in The Bahamas are undertaken by visiting
scientists, including students, and while the research permit normally requires
attachment of a Bahamian student, these students cannot be sure of obtaining
employment in The Bahamas relating to biodiversity. Traditionally students in the
science field pursue careers in the medical field.
Employment opportunities in
research would stimulate more interest in the area of natural sciences.
9. Surveillance and monitoring of ecosystems and biodiversity, are haphazard and do not
necessarily reflect national priorities.
10. The archipelagic nature of The Bahamas, with ninety-five percent of the country
territory being marine, with indefensible boundaries, makes implementation of
international agreements and enforcement of national legislation difficult.
11. Multiplication of networks and infrastructure within the islands is also a challenge.
Inter-island transportation and communication to remote islands is either costly,
unreliable or nonexistent for enforcement purposes.
12. Weather is also an obstacle to transportation, monitoring and the establishment of
infrastructure in these areas.
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13. Poaching and the smuggling of endangered
unpopulated cays and islands is a challenge.

fauna

and

flora

including

from

14. The damage to biodiversity due to the movement of illegal immigrants through The
Bahamas is a constraint.
15. Public education and awareness is complicated by a lack of local media presence in
many islands, while there is significant international media influence via satellite and
the internet.
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Priority Setting
1. Please indicate, by marking an "X" in the appropriate column below, the level of priority your
country accords to the implementation of various articles, provisions and relevant programmes of the
work of the Convention.
Article/Provision/Programme of Work

a) Article 5 – Cooperation
b)

Article 6 - General measures for conservation and sustainable
use

c)

Article 7 - Identification and monitoring

Level of Priority
High

Medium
X
X
X

d) Article 8 – In-situ conservation

X

e) Article 8(h) - Alien species

X

f)

Low

Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions

X

g) Article 9 – Ex-situ conservation

X

h) Article 10 – Sustainable use of components of biological diversity

X

i)

Article 11 - Incentive measures

X

j)

Article 12 - Research and training

X

k) Article 13 - Public education and awareness

X

l)

X

Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse impacts

m) Article 15 - Access to genetic resources

X

n) Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology

X

o) Article 17 - Exchange of information

X

p) Article 18 – Scientific and technical cooperation

X

q)

Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its
benefits

X

r)

Article 20 - Financial resources

X

s)

Article 21 - Financial mechanism

t)

Agricultural biodiversity

X
X
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u) Forest biodiversity

X

v) Inland water biodiversity

X

w) Marine and coastal biodiversity

X

x) Dryland and subhumid land biodiversity

X

y) Mountain biodiversity

n/a

Challenges and Obstacles to Implementation
2. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in
implementing the provisions of the Articles of the Convention (5, 6,7, 8, 8h, 8j, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14,
15,16, 17, 18, 19 and 20)
3 = High Challenge

1 = Low Challenge

2 = Medium Challenge

0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome
N/A = Not applicable

Articles

Challenges
5

6

7

8

8h

8j

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

a) Lack of
political will
and support

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

b) Limited
public
participation
and
stakeholder
involvement

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

c) Lack of
mainstreaming
and
integration of
biodiversity
issues into
other sectors

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

d) Lack of
precautionary
and proactive
measures

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

e) Inadequate
capacity to
act, caused by
institutional
weakness

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

f) Lack of
transfer of
technology
and expertise

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

g) Loss of

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3
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traditional
knowledge
h) Lack of
adequate
scientific
research
capacities to
support all the
objectives

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

i) Lack of
accessible
knowledge and
information

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

j) Lack of
public
education and
awareness at
all levels

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

k) Existing
scientific and
traditional
knowledge not
fully utilized

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

l) Loss of
biodiversity
and the
corresponding
goods and
services it
provides not
properly
understood
and
documented

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

m) Lack of
financial,
human,
technical
resources

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

n) Lack of
economic
incentive
measures

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

o) Lack of
benefit-sharing

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

p) Lack of
synergies at
national and
international
levels

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

q) Lack of
horizontal
cooperation
among
stakeholders

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

r) Lack of
effective
partnerships

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

s) Lack of
engagement of
scientific

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3
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community
t) Lack of
appropriate
policies and
laws

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

u) Poverty

n/a

3

1

3

3

3

1

2

3

2

3

1

1

3

2

n/
a

n/
a

n/
a

v) Population
pressure

1

2

1

2

3

2

1

2

1

2

3

2

1

2

2

n/
a

n/
a

n/
a

w) Unsustaina
ble
consumption
and production
patterns

n/a

3

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

2

2

2

3

3

x) Lack of
capacities for
local
communities

n/a

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

y) Lack of
knowledge and
practice of
ecosystembased
approaches to
management

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

z) Weak law
enforcement
capacity

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

aa) Natural
disasters and
environmental
change

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

1

3

3

3

3

3

n/
a

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

bb) Others
Population
distribution

2010 Target
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VII/30, annex II, decided to establish a
provisional framework for goals and targets in order to clarify the 2010 global target
adopted by decision VI/26, help assess the progress towards the target, and promote
coherence among the programmes of work of the Convention. Parties and Governments are
invited to develop their own targets with this flexible framework. Please provide relevant
information by responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.
Box III.

Goal 1

Promote the conservation of the biological diversity of ecosystems,
habitats and biomes.

Target 1.1

At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions
effectively conserved

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established
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Please provide details below.
The government has an agreement which states that it will work towards conserving at least 10% of
every major habitat. There have been workshops, discussions and reports dedicated to working
towards some target, but there is no government policy which supports a target. The Bahamas
National Trust has also outline some targets, but no definitive targets have been set by the
organization.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

d) Dry and subhumid land

e) Forest

Details

System of MPA’s proposed under The Department of
Fisheries Initiative.
There are Marine and Coastal
Protected areas already in existence under The
Bahamas National Trust’s (BNT) System of Protected
Areas. BNT has proposed new parks in addition to the
existing ones.

X

X

X

The Abaco National Park protects primarily pine forests.
While the Lucayan National Park protects coppice, pine
and mangrove. The Inagua National Park protects both
pine and mangrove forests.
A number of wild bird reserves exist, under the Wild bird
Protection Act, throughout the archipelago, but are in
need of management and increased protection .

f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.
The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, completed and submitted to UNEP in 1999, is
currently undergoing revision to incorporate targets consistent with those set by the Convention.
The Biodiversity Country Study, completed in 1995, is also in need of revision as additional material
on the distribution of plant and animal species in The Bahamas has become available and will
continue to become available.
Bahamas National Trust Parks and Protected Areas account for ≈ 1% of habitat types but more work
needed to do a complete inventory on % of each habitat type.
IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.
A Gap Assessment is being completed by The Nature Conservancy on the status of habitats in
Bahamas.
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V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
There is a lack of suitably qualified scientific staff and insufficient government funding for both
general work (such as routine monitoring and surveillance) and for specific projects. In addition,
a lack of political will is also a challenge in the implementation of this target.
VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box IV.

Target 1.2

Areas of particular importance to biodiversity protected

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No
b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

X

Please provide details below.
National Parks and Protected Areas have been established. These include the Abaco National Parks
which protect areas of particular importance, such as blue holes, pine forests and the marine
environment.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

a) Agricultural
b) Inland water

X

c)

X

Marine and coastal

No

Details

X

Some plans have been identified, but have not been
implemented.
Much of our water resources are ground water.

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

N/A

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No
b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

X

Please provide details below.
Conservation Area Plans being developed by The Nature Conservancy as a natural resource database
for Andros, as well as the updates of the Gap Assessment of The Bahamas Archipelago.
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IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.
Bahamas has committed to conserving 20% of the productive marine habitat through the
development of the network of MPA and expansion of national parks on Andros.
V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
Lack of capacity and funding to establish a national target.
VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box V.

Goal 2

Promote the conservation of species diversity

Target 2.1

Restore, maintain, or reduce the decline of populations of species of
selected taxonomic groups

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No
b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

X

Please provide details below.
The Conservation and Protection of the Physical Landscape Act, Species Order of 1997 under the
Physical Landscape of The Bahamas Act 1997, list 11 plant species that are protected, namely;
Guapira discolor, Pera bumeliifolia, Caesalpinia vesicaria, Gochnatia illicifolia, Pinus caribaea var.
bahamensis, Lysiloma sabicu, Guaicum sanctum, Swietenia mahogoni, Rauvolfia nitida, Juniperus
bermudiana and Ceiba pentandra. Indications are that the Order is not being rigorously enforced.
Restoration of creek and wetland systems – primarily focused on Andros, but other areas across the
country have been identified, including Abaco and New Providence.
Wetland Care Bahamas Limited is doing restoration of nursery systems to maintain the viability of
marine species.
Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area Management project – restoration of coastal and watershed
areas on Andros and Exuma.
Fisheries Resources Jurisdiction and Conservation Act
Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

Details

15

c)

Marine and coastal

X

NISP Agreement

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No
b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

X

Please provide details below.
Protection of species through the CITES Act, Nassau Grouper, protection during the spawning season.
IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
Lack of capacity and resources to monitor status of species.
VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box VI.

Target 2.2

Status of threatened species improved

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.
Lack of capacity and resources to monitor the status of threatened species.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work
a) Agricultural

Yes

No

Details

X
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b) Inland water

c)

X

Marine and coastal

National Implementation Support Partnership Agreement
to help to implement and advance commitments under
the CBD. Signatories to this agreement are The BEST
Commission, Bahamas National Trust and The Nature
Conservancy.

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box VII.

Goal 3

Promote the conservation of genetic diversity

Target 3.1

Genetic diversity of crops, livestock, and of harvested species of trees,
fish and wildlife and other valuable species conserved, and associated
indigenous and local knowledge maintained

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
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Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box VIII.

Goal 4

Promote sustainable use and consumption.

Target 4.1

Biodiversity-based products derived from sources that are
sustainably managed, and production areas managed consistent with
the conservation of biodiversity

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
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Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

MPA network being established by Department of Fisheries
in conjunction with BREEF and The Nature Conservancy
is to conserve marine resources (including important
fish and invertebrate species) and promote sustainable
use of marine and coastal products.

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Details

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box IX.

Target 4.2

Unsustainable consumption, of biological resources, or that impacts
upon biodiversity, reduced

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
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established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box X.

Target 4.3

No species of wild flora or fauna endangered by international trade

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No
b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

X

Please provide details below.
Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act against international trade of endangered species has been
enacted and is currently being implemented. However, smuggling of species still occurs and it is
difficult to monitor status and enforce laws.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
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Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XI.

Goal 5

Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and
unsustainable water use, reduced.

Target 5.1

Rate of loss and degradation of natural habitats decreased

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.
While there is no national target, there is an Environmental Impact Assessment process for new
developments that includes as one of its goals to decrease rate of loss and damage to natural
habitats. During this process, developers are mandated or encouraged to protect and/or restore
sensitive habitats, minimize their impact on neighbouring natural habitats and to limit or eliminate
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their pressure on resources, especially groundwater resources.
There is a problem of indiscriminate land clearing for housing and there is no management of forests
outside of the national parks system; the forests are where most water resources are naturally
occurring.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
Loss of habitats due to development for housing, industry and tourism. Loss due to agricultural
development is probably less significant. Land for agricultural development is charged at a lower
rental if undisturbed areas are left and if undisturbed barriers are left adjacent to wetlands and
in coastal areas.
VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XII.

Goal 6

Control threats from invasive alien species.

Target 6.1

Pathways for major potential alien invasive species controlled

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
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a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.
A National Invasive Species (Policy and) Strategy (NISS) had been developed by a consultative
process with stakeholders, and with financial assistance from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
of the United Kingdom. This was approved by Cabinet on October 28, 2003. It includes a suggested
Code of Conduct for various categories of stakeholders, and recommends five plant species and two
animal species for eradication, and sixteen plant species and six animal species for control and
management.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.
Projects are planned for ”No Invasives Day” that will involve landscapers and other stakeholders,
community groups, garden clubs, and the Roads and Parks Division of the Department of
Environmental Health Services, for the gradual eradication of individual species, including
Mucuna pruriens, Schinus terebinthifoliusx, Melaleuca quinquefolia, and small casuarinas. It is
hoped to include animal invasives, with the participation of the Animal Control Unit of The
Department of Agriculture, and the Vector Control Unit of the Department of Environmental
Health Services. Basic training in plant recognition is planned.
V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

It is planned to monitor progress, recognizing that eradication and control will require time and the
inclusion of local communities wherever possible.
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XIII.

Target 6.2

Management plans in place for major alien species that threaten
ecosystems, habitats or species

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.
Management plans are in the process of being developed for the species of plants and animals to be
eradicated or controlled that have been listed. So far a plan for Mucuna pruriens has been drafted.
Management plans are in the process of being developed for one of 25 national parks. No forestry
protection act is in existence.
II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.
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V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XIV.

Goal 7

Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change, and pollution.

Target 7.1

Maintain and enhance resilience of the components of biodiversity to
adapt to climate change

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.
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IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XV.

Target 7.2

Reduce pollution and its impacts on biodiversity

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.
No plan in place.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X
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b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
An Adaptation to Climate Change Policy has been drafted by the National Climate Change Committee,
but has yet to go to Cabinet for approval. The policy includes clauses that address pollution, but
legislation will be required, and the capacity to monitor and enforce such legislation, must be in
place.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.
There is a definite need to establish a National Recycling Program or at least sorting of solid waste so
as to reduce the demand for space at landfills.
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Box XVI.

Goal 8

Maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services and
support livelihoods.

Target 8.1

Capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services maintained

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.
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VII)

Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XVII.

Target 8.2

Biological resources that support sustainable livelihoods, local food
security and health care, especially of poor people maintained

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.
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V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XVIII.

Goal 9

Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigenous and local communities.

Target 9.1

Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and practices

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
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c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XIX.

Target 9.2

Protect the rights of indigenous and local communities over their
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, including their
rights to benefit sharing

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

Details
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f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.
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Box XX.

Goal 10

Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the
use of genetic resources.

Target 10.1

All transfers of genetic resources are in line with the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture and other applicable agreements

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.
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VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XXI.

Target 10.2

Benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic
resources shared with the countries providing such resources

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

Details

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.
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IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XXII.

Goal 11

Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and
technological capacity to implement the Convention.

Target 11.1

New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing
country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their
commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work

Yes

No

a) Agricultural

X

b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

Details
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f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

Box XXIII.

Target 11.2

Technology is transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for
the effective implementation of their commitments under the
Convention, in accordance with its Article 20, paragraph 4

I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?
a) No

X

b) Yes, the same as the global target
c)

Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Please provide details below.

II) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).
Programme of work
a) Agricultural

Yes

No

Details

X
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b) Inland water

X

c)

Marine and coastal

X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X

e) Forest

X

f)

Mountain

n/a

III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?
a) No

X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
c)

Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Please provide details below.

IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

V)

Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

VII) Please provide any other relevant information.
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Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC)
The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI/9, annex, adopted the Global Strategy for
Plant Conservation. Parties and Governments are invited to develop their own targets with
this flexible framework. The Conference of the Parties considered the Strategy as a pilot
approach for the use of outcome oriented targets under the Convention. In decision
VII/10, the Conference of the Parties decided to integrate the targets into the reporting
framework for the Third National Reports.
Please provide relevant information by
responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.
Box XXIV.
Target 1. A widely accessible working list of known plant species, as a step towards a
complete world flora.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify
The book “Flora of The Bahamas” by Corell and Corell gives a working list of known plant species.
However, copies of the book or localized updates are not widely accessible.
There is a National Herbarium which houses a limited number of specimens of Bahamian flora.
II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a)

Yes

b)

No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXV.
Target 2. A preliminary assessment of the conservation status of all known plant species,
at national, regional and international levels.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXVI.
Target 3. Development of models with protocols for plant conservation and sustainable
use, based on research and practical experience.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXVII.
Target 4. At least ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions effectively
conserved.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXVIII.
Target 5. Protection of fifty percent of the most important areas for plant diversity
assured.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXIX.
Target 6. At least thirty percent of production lands managed consistent with the
conservation of plant diversity.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXX.
Target 7. Sixty percent of the world’s threatened species conserved In-situ.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXI.
Target 8. Sixty percent of threatened plant species in accessible Ex-situ collections,
preferably in the country of origin, and 10 percent of them included in recovery and
restoration programmes.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information

45

Box XXXII.
Target 9. Seventy percent of the genetic diversity of crops and other major socioeconomically valuable plant species conserved, and associated indigenous and local
knowledge maintained.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXIII.
Target 10. Management plans in place for at least 100 major alien species that threaten
plants, plant communities and associated habitats and ecosystems.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXIV.
Target 11. No species of wild flora endangered by international trade.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes

X

b) No
Please specify
By enacting the Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act The Bahamas aims to protect all flora
endangered by international trade.
II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)
The Bahamas has enacted and is seeking to implement legislation regarding the international
trade of flora.
V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target
Lack of capacity, smuggling of species, lack of training of key personnel at ports of entry and
inadequate border control. Lack of funding and expertise are also major constraints to achieving
progress towards the target.
VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXV.
Target 12. Thirty percent of plant-based products derived from sources that are
sustainably managed.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXVI.
Target 13. The decline of plant resources, and associated indigenous and local knowledge,
innovations and practices that support sustainable livelihoods, local food security and
health care, halted.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a)

Yes

b)

No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXVII.
Target 14. The importance of plant diversity and the need for its conservation incorporated
into communication, educational and public-awareness programmes.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXVIII.
Target 15. The number of trained people working with appropriate facilities in plant
conservation increased, according to national needs, to achieve the targets of this
Strategy.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify
The overriding obstacle to full implementation of the Convention is a lack of qualified personnel,
both at the scientific staff level, and at the support staff level.
II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards
the target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XXXIX.
Target 16. Networks for plant conservation activities established or strengthened at
national, regional and international levels.
I)

Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify
Please refer to Obstacles, in Section B, Box II.

II)

Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?
a) Yes
b) No

X

Please specify

III) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

V)

Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

VII) Any other relevant information
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Box XL.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Ecosystem Approach
The ecosystem approach is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and
living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way.
Application of the ecosystem approach will help to reach a balance of the three objectives
of the Convention. At its second meeting, the Conference of the Parties has affirmed that
the ecosystem approach is the primary framework for action under the Convention
(decision II/8).
The Conference of the Parties, at its fifth meeting, endorsed the
description of the ecosystem approach and operational guidance and recommended the
application of the principles and other guidance on the ecosystem approach. The seventh
meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the priority at this time should be
facilitating implementation of the ecosystem approach. Please provide relevant information
by responding to the following questions.
1

3. ◊
Is your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the principles and
guidance contained in the annex to decision V/6? (decision V/6)
a) No
b) No, but application is under consideration
c) Yes, some aspects are being applied

X

d) Yes, substantially implemented
4. ◊ Is your country developing practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for national
policies and legislation and for implementation activities, with adaptation to local, national, and
regional conditions? (decision V/6)
a) No
b) No, but development is under consideration
c) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying some
principles of the ecosystem approach

X

d) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying most
principles of the ecosystem approach

1

Please note that all the questions marked with ◊ have been previously covered in the second national reports and
some thematic reports.
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5. Is your country strengthening capacities for the application of the ecosystem approach, and
providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to apply the ecosystem approach?
(decision V/6)
a) No
b) Yes, within the country

X

c) Yes, including providing support to other Parties

6. ◊ Has your country promoted regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across
national borders? (decision V/6)
a) No

X

b) Yes, informal cooperation (please provide details below)
c) Yes, formal cooperation (please provide details below)
Further comments on regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across national
borders.

7. Is your country facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach? (decisions
VI/12 and VII/11)
a) No
b) No, some programmes are under development

X

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details
below)
d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)
Further comments on facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach.
BirdLife: Important Bird Areas Programme focusing on identifying important areas for birds,
developing research and monitoring programmes in those areas.

and

Through NGOs some capacity and technology transfer is taking place at priority sites for conservation
as well as the development of a Gap Assessment which should guide future decisions.

8. Is your country creating an enabling environment for the implementation of the ecosystem
approach, including through development of appropriate institutional frameworks? (decision VII/11)
a) No
b) No, but relevant policies and programmes are under development
c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide details
below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please
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provide details below)
Further comments on the creation of an enabling environment for the implementation of the
ecosystem approach.
Through development of Marine Protected Areas, under the Department of Fisheries Initiative and
their plans for expansion of their Marine Reserve Network.
BNT is currently in the process of developing management plans for national park system.
Establishment of TNC Country Program and in-country presence has encouraged the further
development of national initiatives as it relates to prioritization of areas for conservation and
protected areas management.
An integrated planning process is crucial to the implementation of the ecosystem approach involving
all relevant government and nongovernmental agencies managing all protected areas.

C. ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION
Article 5 – Cooperation
9. ◊ Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national
jurisdiction for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?
a) No
b) Yes, bilateral cooperation (please give details below)

X

c)

X

Yes, multilateral cooperation (please give details below)

d) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation (please give details
below)

X

e) Yes, other forms of cooperation (please give details below)
Further comments on cooperation with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
Cooperation includes working with Parties, Non-governmental organizations, interested scientists
such as:
BirdLife Regional Important Bird Areas Programme
Bilateral Cooperation with the US Fish and Wildlife on monitoring iguana trade and the Kirtland’s
Warbler
Regional programme on the West Indian Whistling Duck through the Society for the Conservation
and Study of Caribbean Birds
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism
Through CITES, FAO, and other international and regional agreements. For example, the Conch
programme

10. Is your country working with other Parties to develop regional, subregional or bioregional
mechanisms and networks to support implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 A)
a) No
b) No, but consultations are under way
c)

Yes, some mechanisms and networks have been established (please
provide details below)

X
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d) Yes, existing mechanisms have been strengthened (please provide
details below)
Further comments on development of regional, subregional or bioregional mechanisms and networks
to support implementation of the Convention.
RAMSAR – BirdLife Partnership with BNT-Caribbean Regional Programme
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN)
Through CITES, FAO, and other international and regional agreements, eg. Programs for conch
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11. Is your country taking steps to harmonize national policies and programmes, with a view to
optimizing policy coherence, synergies and efficiency in the implementation of various multilateral
environment agreements (MEAs) and relevant regional initiatives at the national level? (decision
VI/20)
a) No
b) No, but steps are under consideration
c) Yes, some steps are being taken (please specify below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive steps are being taken (please specify below)
Further comments on the harmonization of policies and programmes at the national level.
National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA) which identifies what policies are needed and
synergies with the Rio Conventions.
Draft National Environment Policy and Draft National Environmental Management and Action Plan
address the synergies between the Conventions identified in the NCSA process.
The Sustainable Development Unit of The Ministry of Tourism facilitates marinas in The Bahamas
participating in The Blue Flag Programme.
Fisheries Conch Programme integrates FAO Regional Fisheries Mechanism, CITES and local efforts.
CITES Committee allows the awareness and harmonization on issues related to implementation
among agencies.
Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act codifies the implementation of CITES among various agencies
and the public.

Box XLI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 6 - General measures for conservation and sustainable use
12. Has your country put in place effective national strategies, plans and programmes to provide a
national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention? (Goal 3.1 of the
Strategic Plan)
a) No
b) No, but relevant strategies, plans and programmes are under
development
c) Yes, some strategies, plans and programmes are in place (please
provide details below)

x

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, plans and programmes are in place
(please provide details below)
Further comments on the strategies, plans and programmes for implementing the three objectives of
the Convention.
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) was completed in 1997 and is currently due
to be revised. Have also completed a National Invasive Species Strategy which has been formally
adopted. Have drafted National Biosecurity Strategy, National Environmental Policy and National
Environmental Management and Action Plan but these have not yet been formally adopted.

13. ◊ Has your country set measurable targets within its national strategies and action plans?
(decisions II/7 and III/9)
a)

No

b)

No, measurable targets are still in early stages of development

c)

No, but measurable targets are in advanced stages of development

d)

Yes, relevant targets are in place (please provide details below)

e)

Yes, reports on implementation of relevant targets available (please
provide details below)

x

Further comments on targets set within national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

14. Has your country identified priority actions in its national biodiversity strategy and action plan?
(decision VI/27 A)
a) No
b) No, but priority actions are being identified
c) Yes, priority actions identified (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on priority actions identified in the national biodiversity strategy and action plan.
The National Strategy and Action Plan (1999) is under revision and will incorporate the targets of the
Convention
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15. Has your country integrated the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as
benefit sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision
VI/27 A)
a) No

X

b) Yes, in some sectors (please provide details below)
c)

Yes, in major sectors (please provide details below)

d) Yes, in all sectors (please provide details below)
Further information on integration of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and
benefit-sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies.

16. Are migratory species and their habitats addressed by your country’s national biodiversity
strategy or action plan (NBSAP)? (decision VI/20)
a) Yes

X

b) No
I)

If YES, please briefly describe the extent to which it addresses
(a) Conservation, sustainable use and/or
restoration of migratory species
(b) Conservation, sustainable use and/or
restoration of migratory species’
habitats, including protected areas

Forests used by migratory species – Kirtland’s
Warbler

(c) Minimizing or eliminating barriers or
obstacles to migration

(d) Research and monitoring for migratory
species

Kirtland’s Warbler, Bahamas Marine Mammal
Survey, Marine Turtles monitoring programmes,
Christmas Bird Count and other bird monitoring
activities,
Marine
Mammal
Monitoring
and
Stranding Network

(e) Transboundary movement
II) If NO, please briefly indicate below
(a) The extent to which your country
addresses
migratory
species
at
national level
(b) Cooperation with other Range States
since 2000
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Biodiversity and Climate Change
17. Has your country implemented projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use? (decision VII/15)
a) No
b) No, but some projects or programs are under development

X

c) Yes, some projects have been implemented (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.
The National Climate Change Committee has drafted An Adaptation to Climate Change Policy which
addresses issues of biodiversity.
Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Global Climate Change (CPACC), where coral reef monitoring,
sea level rise and production of a vulnerability and adaptation report.

18. Has your country facilitated coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and
adaptation projects are in line with commitments made under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification?
(decision VII/15)
a) No
b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development

X

c) Yes, relevant mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)
Further comments on the coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and adaptation
projects are in line with commitments made under the UNFCCC and the UNCCD.
The National Climate Change Committee has drafted An Adaptation to Climate Change Policy which
addresses issues of biodiversity.
Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Global Climate Change (CPACC), where coral reef monitoring,
sea level rise and production of a vulnerability and adaptation report.
In line with the UNCCD a National Action Plan to Combat Land Degradation is being drafted.
Box XLII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

61

Article 7 - Identification and monitoring
19. ◊ On Article 7(a), does your country have an ongoing programme to identify components of
biological diversity at the genetic, species, ecosystem level?
a) No
b) Yes, selected/partial programmes at the genetic, species and/or
ecosystem level only (please specify and provide details below)
c)

X

Yes, complete programmes at ecosystem level and selected/partial
inventories at the genetic and/or species level (please specify and
provide details below)

Further comments on ongoing programmes to identify components of biodiversity at the genetic,
species and ecosystem level.
Department of Fisheries has monitoring programmes for commercially important species.
Through partnerships with individuals, universities and organizations doing research along with the
field stations in San Salvador, Lee Stocking Island, Andros and Bimini.
The Bahamas Marine Mammal Survey on Abaco, which surveys and identifies marine mammals.
Birds and Reptiles are being surveyed and identified by various individuals and research scientists.

20. ◊ On Article 7(b), which components of biological diversity identified in accordance with Annex I
of the Convention, have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes?
a) at ecosystem level (please provide percentage based on area covered)

X

b) at species level (please provide number of species per taxonomic
group and percentage of total known number of species in each
group)

X

c) at genetic level (please indicate number and focus of monitoring
programmes )
Further comments on ongoing monitoring programmes at the genetic, species and ecosystem level.
Some reef monitoring at the ecosystem level is ongoing and systematic, however percentage based
on area covered is not known at this time.
Department of Fisheries has monitoring programmes for commercially important species.

21. ◊ On Article 7(c), does your country have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes on any
of the following key threats to biodiversity?
a) No
b) Yes, invasive alien species (please provide details below)
c)

Yes, climate change (please provide details below)

d) Yes, pollution/eutrophication (please provide details below)

X
X

e) Yes, land use change/land degradation (please provide details below)
f)

Yes, overexploitation or unsustainable use (please provide details
below)

X

Further comments on monitoring programmes on key threats to biodiversity.
b) There is no systematic monitoring programme of alien plant or animal species:
monitoring relies on anecdotal reports from informed citizens and visiting scientists.
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Such coverage is less complete for the less developed and more sparsely populated
Southern islands. Some information is available for specific sites from Environmental
Impact Assessments.
c)

There is monitoring of sea level rise at three locations in The Bahamas: in New
Providence, Lee Stocking Island in The Exuma Cays, and at Inagua. These locations
report via satellite link in real time.

d) There is routine monitoring of water quality off certain beaches in New Providence and
Grand Bahama, to a limited extent. Eutrophication is known to occur in certain inland
waters in New Providence, but is not fully documented or routinely monitored.
Aspects of invasive alien species, climate change and overexploitation or unsustainable use are
monitored by The Department of Fisheries, and Diseases and Animal Control Unit of The Department
of Agriculture.

22. ◊ On Article 7 (d), does your country have a mechanism to maintain and organize data derived
from inventories and monitoring programmes and coordinate information collection and management
at the national level?
a) No
b) No, but some mechanisms or systems are being considered
c)

Yes, some mechanisms or systems are being established

X

d) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are in place (please provide details
below)
e) Yes, a relatively complete system is in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the coordination of data and information collection and management.
The Herbarium and Insect Collection maintain and organize data collected in these areas. Formation
of Bio-data files, that would organize and maintain inventories of all species collected by The
Department of Agriculture.
Capacity building, in the form of human resources and infrastructure, is required.

23. ◊ Does your country use indicators for national-level monitoring of biodiversity? (decision
III/10)
a) No

X

b) No, but identification of potential indicators is under way (please
describe)
c) Yes, some indicators identified and in use (please describe and, if
available, provide website address, where data are summarized and
presented)
d) Yes, a relatively complete set of indicators identified and in use
(please describe and, if available, provide website address, where
data are summarized and presented
Further comments on the indicators identified and in use.

Box XLIII.
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Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Decisions on Taxonomy
24. ◊ Has your country developed a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision
IV/1? (decision IV/1)
a) No
b) No, but a plan is under development

X

c) Yes, a plan is in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, reports on implementation available (please provide details
below)
Further information on a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision IV/1.
There is a Report on Taxonomy Needs, produced by CABI under a Biodiversity Enabling Activities
project funded by GEF, which is awaiting action.

25. ◊ Is your country investing on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections? (decision IV/1)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on investment on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections.

26. ◊ Does your country provide training programmes in taxonomy and work to increase its capacity
of taxonomic research? (decision IV/1)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on training programmes in taxonomy and efforts to increase the capacity of
taxonomic research.
There are presently only very sporadic and very specific short courses, as for example of mealy bugs
when the pink hibiscus mealy bug had very recently been identified in New Providence. These are
not intended to increase taxonomic capacity per se.
Preliminary discussions have occurred with the College of The Bahamas to provide training courses in
this area for technical and field officers as well as the general public. Taxonomy is incorporated into
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curriculum at primary and secondary school levels for science and biology students.
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27. ◊ Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biological diversity
inventories and taxonomic activities are financially and administratively stable? (decision IV/1)
a) No

X

b) No, but steps are being considered
c) Yes, for some institutions
d) Yes, for all major institutions

28.∗ 2 Is your country collaborating with the existing regional, subregional and global initiatives,
partnerships and institutions in carrying out the programme of work, including assessing regional
taxonomic needs and identifying regional-level priorities? (decision VI/8)
a) No
b) No, but collaborative programmes are under development
c) Yes, some collaborative programmes are being implemented (please
provide details about collaborative programmes, including results of
regional needs assessments)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive collaborative programmes are being implemented
(please provide details about collaborative programmes, including
results of regional needs assessment and priority identification)
Further information on the collaboration your country is carrying out to implement the programme of
work for the GTI, including regional needs assessment and priority identification.
Work has been done with CABI to assess Taxonomic Needs in The Bahamas.

29. ∗ Has your country made an assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities at the national level
for the implementation of the Convention? (annex to decision VI/8)
a) No
b) Yes, basic assessment made (please provide below a list of needs and
capacities identified)

X

c) Yes, thorough assessment made (please provide below a list of needs
and capacities identified)
Further comments on national assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities.
Under the Biodiversity Enabling Activities project, a Needs Assessment for Capacity Building and
Institutional Strengthening in Taxonomic Research and Development in The Bahamas, was
undertaken by CABI Bioscience (Cheeseman and Kairo, 2004). This report recognized that there
were few, if any, individuals in The Bahamas who would describe themselves as taxonomists, but
there is a fragile network of institutions whose work involves elements of taxonomy, of individuals

2

∗

The questions marked with
in this section on Taxonomy are similar to some questions contained in the format
for a report on the implementation of the programme of work on the Global Taxonomy Initiative. Those countries
that have submitted such a report do not need to answer these questions unless they have updated information to
provide.
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who have some taxonomic knowledge of particular taxa, and of institutions involved in education and
awareness of biodiversity issues. A Biodiversity Information Management System is lacking, though
a Clearing House Mechanism was recently inaugurated, and the BEST Commission Website is also a
source of information. Some Bahamian data is also available through the GBIF Portal.
Recommendations from the Taxonomic Needs Assessment report include:
•

Involvement of The Bahamas
programmes, and networks.

in

regional

and

global

taxonomic

capacity

building

•

At the policy level, a renewed commitment to the objective and recommendations of the
Bahamas Biodiversity Country Study, and the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan,
and recognition of taxonomy in achieving these objectives and recommendation. (for
example in issuing CITES and import permits).

•

Also at the policy level, these must be commitment to public awareness and inclusion of
biodiversity in the schools’ curricula.

•

Building on existing capacity especially the development and maintenance of a biodiversity
information system, eventually linking to a Geographic Information System (GIS).

•

Development of taxonomic aides, especially user-friendly well-illustrated field guide, and
electronic identification keys to be used by layperson and schools.

•

Strengthening of existing networks within The Bahamas, informal and semi-formal,
institutional and non-institutional need to be strengthened, and the formation of a National
Biodiversity Forum is suggested.

Most of these recommendations have yet to be implemented, but some taxonomic information is
regularly accessed online from Species 2000, the Missouri Botanic Gardens, Fairchild Tropical
Gardens, and others. Some of these recommendations can be readily implemented, but a lack of
suitably qualified staff remains a constraint for the immediate future.

30. ∗ Is your country working on regional or global capacity building to support access to, and
generation of, taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties? (annex to decision VI/8)
a) No

X

b) Yes, relevant programmes are under development
c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please
provide details below)
d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please
provide details below)
Further comments on regional or global capacity-building to support access to, and generation of,
taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties.

31. ∗ Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the programmes of
work under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8? (annex to decision VI/8)
a) No

X

b) Yes, for forest biodiversity (please provide details below)
c) Yes, for marine and coastal biodiversity (please provide details below)
d) Yes, for dry and sub-humid lands (please provide details below)
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e) Yes, for inland waters biodiversity (please provide details below)
f) Yes, for mountain biodiversity (please provide details below)
g) Yes, for protected areas (please provide details below)
h) Yes, for agricultural biodiversity (please provide details below)
i)

Yes, for island biodiversity (please provide details below)

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the
programmes of work under the Convention.
Through CITES and association with research institutions and individuals, and also for the import of
animal and plant species.
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32. ∗ Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-cutting
issues under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8?
a) No
b) Yes, for access and benefit-sharing (please provide details below)
c) Yes, for Article 8(j) (please provide details below)
d) Yes, for the ecosystem approach (please provide details below)
e) Yes, for impact assessment, monitoring and indicators (please provide
details below)

X

f) Yes, for invasive alien species (please provide details below)

X

g) Yes, for others (please provide details below)
Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the crosscutting issues under the Convention.
Through international agreements such as CITES and association with research agencies, field
stations, universities and individuals.

Article 8 - In-situ conservation
[excluding paragraphs (a) to (e), (h) and (j)]
33. ◊ On Article 8(i), has your country endeavoured to provide the conditions needed for
compatibility between present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of
its components?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are being identified
c) Yes, some measures undertaken (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures undertaken (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the measures taken to provide the conditions needed for compatibility between
present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components.
National system of parks and protected areas – protecting 700,000 acres of land and sea. The
ECLSP is serving as a catalyst and example of the need for marine protected areas and science
supports that it is acting as a replenishment area for major fisheries resources. The BNT has
identified and presented to government 52 areas (1982) that needed to be added to the protected
areas system.
Through measures such as the development of strategies and action plans. Development of the
Wildlife Conservation and Trade Committee and subcommittees including those for Climate Change,
Biodiversity, etc…with representatives from a number of government and NGO agencies.
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34. ◊ On Article 8(k), has your country developed or maintained the necessary legislation and/or
other regulatory provisions for the protection of threatened species and populations?
a) No
b) No, but legislation is being developed
c) Yes, legislation or other measures are in place (please provide details
below)

X

Further information on the legislation and/or regulations for the protection of threatened species and
populations.
Fisheries Resources (Conservation and Jurisdiction), Wildbird Protection Act, Agriculture and Fisheries
Act, Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act, Wild Animals Protection Act, Conservation of The Physical
Landscape of The Bahamas Act, Clifton Heritage Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Bahamas
National Trust Act.

35. ◊ On Article 8(l), does your country regulate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, but relevant processes and categories of activities being identified
c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)
Further comments on the regulation or management of the processes and categories of activities
identified by Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biodiversity.
The EIA process, where certain activities (e.g. dredging, building of coastal hard structures) may
have negative impacts, tries to ensure coastal development doesn’t destroy habitats used by marine
turtles or fish species.
Poaching, under the Wildbirds Protection Act, the Wild Animal Protection Act, and the Fisheries Act
Hunting, under the Wild Animal Protection Act, however there is no provision under the Act for the
hunting of animals, other than birds.
Reserve has been created for the Wild Horses of Abaco
Illegal dumping is addressed by legislation, but not specifically to protect any particular species.
Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Fisheries Resources (Conservation and Jurisdiction) Act
regulates activities regarding marine species.
Restoration of coastal native vegetation after hurricanes
Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act regulates possession, import and trade of all species listed in the
schedules of the Act.
The lack of enforcement of regulations impedes attempts to mitigate the adverse effects of processes
and activities identified in Article 7 on biodiversity.

Box XLIV.
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Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation
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Programme of Work on Protected Areas (Article 8 (a) to (e))
36. Has your country established suitable time bound and measurable national-level protected areas
targets and indicators? (decision VII/28)
a) No (please specify reasons)
b) No, but relevant work is under way
c)

Yes, some targets and indicators established (please provide details
below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive targets and indicators established (please provide
details below)
Further comments on targets and indicators for protected areas.
In accordance with the NISP agreement we have committed to the creation of a representative and
effectively managed network of protected areas that are sustainably financed, by 2010 on land and
2012 in the marine environment. The goal is to protect 10% on land and in the marine environment.

37. Has your country taken action to establish or expand protected areas in any large or relatively
unfragmented natural area or areas under high threat, including securing threatened species?
(decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c)

Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on actions taken to establish or expand protected areas.
In 2002 the government of The Bahamas doubled the national park system, the total number of
protected sites is 25. The Bahamas National Trust continues to work with Non-governmental
Organizations and local communities to identify areas of high biodiversity. The Nature Conservancy,
along with The Bahamas National Trust and other agencies, are collaborating to complete the Gap
Assessment which would guide the expansion of protected areas in our country.

38. Has your country taken any action to address the under representation of marine and inland
water ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas? (decision VII/28)
a) No
b) Not applicable
c)

No, but relevant actions are being considered

d) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below)
e) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on actions taken to address the under representation of marine and inland water
ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas.
In 2002 two inland wetland areas on New Providence – Bonefish Pond and Harold and Wilson’s Pond
were placed under protection. The seabed, down to the 10 fathom depth was protected around Little
Inagua. On Andros, 2 areas of the Andros Barrier reef were protected and a huge expanse of the
North Bight mangrove and wetland became part of the National Park System, the total area on
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Andros was 286,080 acres.
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39. Has your country identified and implemented practical steps for improving the integration of
protected areas into broader land and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures?
(decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but some programmes are under development

X

c) Yes, some steps identified and implemented (please provide details
below)
d) Yes, many steps identified and implemented (please provide details
below)
Further comments on practical steps for improving integration of protected areas into broader land
and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures.
Several agencies are involved or concerned with protected areas:
The Department of Agriculture (Wild Bird Reserves),
The Department of Fisheries (investigating Marine ‘No-Take’ Zones and Marine Protected Areas),
Draft Forestry Act would establish “Conservation Forests” but has not yet been enacted, and
The Bahamas National Trust (system of National Parks).

40. Is your country applying environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans for
evaluating effects on protected areas? (decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but relevant EIA guidelines are under development
c) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to some projects or plans (please
provide details below)

X

d) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to all relevant projects or plans (please
provide details below)
Further comments on application of environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans
for evaluating effects on protected areas.
The Bahamas Environment Science and Technology (BEST) Commission has developed guidelines for
EIAs for new developments, including sector specific guidelines for housing, aquaculture, and ports
and marinas. The BEST Commission has drafted a National Environmental Policy which is under
review and will be circulated for public consultation in the near future. However, The Bahamas
Government’s priority to foster foreign investment leads to the need for enhanced monitoring
capacity once firm EIA Guidelines are in place.

41. Has your country identified legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede effective
establishment and management of protected areas? (decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but relevant work is under way
c)

Yes, some gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below))

X

d) Yes, many gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below)

74

Further comments on identification of legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede
effective establishment and management of protected areas.
The Bahamas has many agencies that share the responsibility for national resource management.
Incentives to develop partnerships for information acquisition and management have been
undertaken but largely in an ad hoc manner. There is a great need for resource monitoring and to fill
in widening gaps of knowledge.
The Bahamas Environment Science and Technology (BEST)
Commission sub-committees bring together ‘experts’ from relevant agencies but the BEST
Commission itself needs to be strengthened and become a department with statutory authority. The
sub-committees are: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Science and Technology, Wetlands.
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42. Has your country undertaken national protected-area capacity needs assessments and
established capacity building programmes? (decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but assessments are under way
c)

Yes, a basic assessment undertaken
established (please provide details below)

and

some

programmes

X

d) Yes, a thorough assessment undertaken and comprehensive
programmes established (please provide details below)
Further comments on protected-area capacity needs assessment and establishment of capacity
building programmes.
The National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA), which includes protected area needs, was
undertaken by the Bahamas Environment Science and Technology (BEST) Commission, and prepared
in conjunction with SENES Consultants Ltd. The draft report is currently under review for final
submission to UNEP scheduled for September 2005.

43. Is your country implementing country-level sustainable financing plans that support national
systems of protected areas? (decision VII/28)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant plan is under development
c) Yes, relevant plan is in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, relevant plan is being implemented (please provide details below)
Further comments on implementation of country-level sustainable financing plans that support
national systems of protected areas.
There are no sustainable financing plans that support the national systems of protected areas.
However, National Parks are under the management of The Bahamas National Trust, which is a quasi
Non-Governmental Organization established by The Bahamas National Trust Act, and receives
$50,000 annually from Government and raises the rest of its budget through grants, membership
fees and private donations.

44. Is your country implementing appropriate methods, standards, criteria and indicators for
evaluating the effectiveness of protected areas management and governance? (decision VII/28)
a) No
b) No, but relevant methods, standards, criteria and indicators are under
development
c) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria
developed and in use (please provide details below)

and

indicators

X

d) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators
developed and in use and some international methods, standards,
criteria and indicators in use (please provide details below)
Further comments on methods, standards, criteria and indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of
protected areas management and governance.
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The Bahamas National Trust has embarked upon the creation of a template for management plans
for the National Parks and Protected Area System. The process has been supported by The Bacardi
Family Foundation and The Nature Conservancy Bahamas Country Program.
Box XLV.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 8(h) - Alien species
45. Has your country identified alien species introduced into its territory and established a system
for tracking the introduction of alien species?
a) No
b) Yes, some alien species identified but a tracking system not yet
established

X

c) Yes, some alien species identified and tracking system in place
d) Yes, alien species of major concern identified and tracking system in
place

46. ◊ Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the
introduction of these alien species?
a) No
b) Yes, but only for some alien species of concern (please provide details
below)

X

c) Yes, for most alien species (please provide details below)
Further information on the assessment of the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the
introduction of these alien species.
Casuarina equsetifolia is perceived as a serious threat to coastal habitats, where it facilitates beach
erosion and may prevent turtles from nesting. In terrestrial habitats it suppresses native vegetation,
often leading to pure stands of C. equisetifolia.
Scaevola taccada has supplanted S. plumieri in many coastal habitats, but continues to be used as a
landscaping plant.
Mucuna pruriens is invading many vacant or only partly developed lots in New Providence (it has not
yet been reported from other islands), suppressing other plant species and posing a health hazard.
Melaleuca quinquenervia poses a threat to wetlands including well-fields, suppressing native species
and tending to form dense thickets.
Schinus terebinthtfolius is a serious problem in most of the islands, tending to spread readily to
disturbed sites and waste places, forming dense pure stand thickets.
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Bird species: Shiny Cowbird (Molotharus bonariensis) poses a risk to other birds nest.
Racoon (Procyon lotor), poses a threat to The Bahama Parrot on Abaco and is a crop pest in
Eleuthera.
Feral pigs (Sus scrofa) on Andros are agricultural pests, and pose threats to human and animal
health.
Feral goats on Green Cay, are threatening the natural habitats and are seriously threatening the
existence of the White Crown Pigeon (Columba leucocephala). This will have a significant impact on
the economy of South Andros due to diminished population of the White Crown Pigeon as well as
significantly impact the ecology of the islands.
Corn Snake (Elaphe guttata guttata) is an alien snake species that may pose threats to the natural
ecosystem.
Monitoring of all invasive species to be implemented in National Parks and Protected Areas.
The BEST Commission Biodiversity Subcommittee is implementing in October 2005 a “No-invasive
Day” to create public awareness of the issue. A special public meeting will be held to assist in
informing the public about this issue.
Risks are being assessed for the threat of feral cats to the Bahama Parrot, in Abaco.
Risks are also being assessed for the threat of roaming dogs to tourism, agriculture and other
animals, in all islands.
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47. ◊ Has your country undertaken measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate,
those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under consideration
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien
species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species.
There is a permitting system for imports of plants and animals, but this has not proved foolproof and
needs strengthening. Environmental Impact Assessments for major developments require a list of
proposed plants for landscaping either from local nurseries or by importation, which is normally done
by local landscapers. The latter require permits, but this is not foolproof. It is intended to discuss
imports with landscapers and nurseries, and to improve the permitting process. Hitch hikers on
shipping containers are recognized as a pathway but there is no surveillance at either Nassau or at
the Freeport Container Port, and indeed it is difficult to see how this could be implemented. A study
of cruise ships garbage disposal at the Prince George Dock in Nassau, into compressors and
dumpsters, concluded that, though dumping at the landfill could expose cruise ships garbage to
scavengers, the risk of introducing a pest or disease was slight, given the quality of produce
purchased by the cruise line companies.
There are other pathways for the introduction of alien species, including garbage from commercial
and private airplanes at the major ports of entry. The use of marinas for garbage disposal also poses
a threat for the introduction of alien species.
Migratory species may introduce ectoparasites and diseases.
Prohibition of import for some species such as monkeys, exotic snakes and iguanas. Control of
raccoons.

48. ◊ In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country developed, or involved itself in,
mechanisms for international cooperation, including the exchange of best practices? (decision V/8)
a) No
b) Yes, bilateral cooperation
c) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation

X

d) Yes, multilateral cooperation

49. ◊ Is your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species? (decision V/8)
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on the use of the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical
approaches in work on alien invasive species.
The precautionary approach is used in regards to the import of exotic species.
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50. Has your country identified national needs and priorities for the implementation of the Guiding
Principles? (decision VI/23)
a) No

X

b) No, but needs and priorities are being identified
c) Yes, national needs and priorities have been identified (please provide
below a list of needs and priorities identified)
Further comments on the identification of national needs and priorities for the implementation of the
Guiding Principles.

51. Has your country created mechanisms to coordinate national programmes for applying the
Guiding Principles? (decision VI/23)
a) No

X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development
c)

Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on the mechanisms created to coordinate national programmes for implementing
the Guiding Principles.

52. Has your country reviewed relevant policies, legislation and institutions in the light of the Guiding
Principles, and adjusted or developed policies, legislation and institutions? (decision VI/23)
a) No
b) No, but review under way

X

c) Yes, review completed and adjustment proposed (please provide
details below)
d) Yes, adjustment and development ongoing
e) Yes, some adjustments and development completed (please provide
details below)
Further information on the review, adjustment or development of policies, legislation and institutions
in light of the Guiding Principles.
A National Invasive Species Strategy has been approved by Cabinet, and legislation for a Biosecurity
Act, that will encompass Living Modified Organisms as well as invasive alien species, is currently
being drafted.
In addition an Act to Implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) with a view to the Protection of Wild Species from Harm through
Unsustainable Exploitation, came into force on October 31, 2004. As the title suggests its purview is
much wider than enabling CITES.
Also, the Agriculture and Fisheries Act empowers the Minister to make rules to define protected
areas, and to conserve, uproot or destroy any specified kind of plant. Unfortunately no such rules
have ever been promulgated.
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53. Is your country enhancing cooperation between various sectors in order to improve prevention,
early detection, eradication and/or control of invasive alien species? (decision VI/23)
a) No
b) No, but potential coordination mechanisms are under consideration
c)

X

Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on cooperation between various sectors.
It is intended to foster closer cooperation with nurseries and landscapers, and representative of these
groups have participated in consultations in drafting the National Invasive Species Strategy.

54. Is your country collaborating with trading partners and neighboring countries to address threats
of invasive alien species to biodiversity in ecosystems that cross international boundaries? (decision
VI/23)
a) No
b) Yes, relevant collaborative programmes are under development
c)

X

Yes, relevant programmes are in place (please specify below the
measures taken for this purpose)

Further comments on collaboration with trading partners and neighboring countries.
There is an ongoing cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), through its International Service (IS) and with the
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The former Inspection Service of APHIS
for baggage and goods destined for the United States and based at the pre-clearance facilities at
Nassau and Freeport International Airports, is now undertaken by Customs and Border Control within
the Transportation Security Administration, which is part of the Department of Homeland Security,
created in repose to the events of September 11, 2001. Personnel from Customs and Border Control
continue to cooperate with the Bahamas Department of Agriculture in surveillance by trapping for
insect pests, especially of exotic fruit flies.
The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), under a Regional Project for
Strengthening Agricultural Quarantine Systems (SAQS), drafted and Emergency Action Plan for
Exotic Plants, Pests and Diseases, for the Government of The Bahamas. This was based on a model
developed by IICA-St. Lucia, and was adapted to specific country needs. The Bahamian draft
document does not however address pest plants (invasive alien plant species). It proposes the
creation of a National Emergency Plant Pest and Disease Committee, and assigns overall
responsibility for mobilization of agencies and execution of the action plan to a Task Force. A
comparable Emergency Action Plan for animal pests and diseases has also been drafted.
Unfortunately, neither of the Action Plans has gone to Cabinet for approval, and consequently they
are not yet in the public domain. Both Action Plans were produced by a consultative process with
representatives of all the agencies involved.

55. Is your country developing capacity to use risk assessment to address threats of invasive alien
species to biodiversity and incorporate such methodologies in environmental impact assessment
(EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA)? (decision VI/23)
a) No

X

b) No, but programmes for this purpose are under development
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c)

Yes, some activities for developing capacity in this field are being
undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive activities are being undertaken (please provide
details below)
Further information on capacity development to address threats of invasive alien species.
The capacity to handle risks assessments needs to be developed using models such as The Western
Australian Weed Risk Assessment, widely used in the South Pacific, and other models.

56. Has your country developed financial measures and other policies and tools to promote activities
to reduce the threats of invasive species? (decision VI/23)
a) No
b) No, but relevant measures and policies are under development
c) Yes, some measures, policies and tools are in place (please provide
details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures and tools are in place (please provide
details below)
Further comments on the development of financial measures and other policies and tools for the
promotion of activities to reduce the threats of invasive species.
The recently enacted Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act provides the mechanism for funding
through the establishment of a special fund which can be used, however it needs to be put in place.

Box XLVI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions
GURTS
57. Has your country created and developed capacity-building programmes to involve and enable
smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and other relevant stakeholders to effectively
participate in decision-making processes related to genetic use restriction technologies?
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)
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d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on capacity-building programmes to involve and enable smallholder farmers,
indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders to effectively participate in
decision-making processes related to GURTs.

Status and Trends
58. Has your country supported indigenous and local communities in undertaking field studies to
determine the status, trends and threats related to the knowledge, innovations and practices of
indigenous and local communities? (decision VII/16)
a) No

X

b) No, but support to relevant studies is being considered
c)

Yes (please provide information on the studies undertaken)

Further information on the studies undertaken to determine the status, trends and threats related to
the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, and priority actions
identified.

Akwé:Kon Guidelines
59. Has your country initiated a legal and institutional review of matters related to cultural,
environmental and social impact assessment, with a view to incorporating the Akwé:Kon Guidelines
into national legislation, policies, and procedures?
a) No

X

b) No, but review is under way
c)

Yes, a review undertaken (please provide details on the review)

Further information on the review.

60. Has your country used the Akwé:Kon Guidelines in any project proposed to take place on sacred
sites and/or land and waters traditionally occupied by indigenous and local communities? (decision
VII/16)
a) No

X

b) No, but a review of the Akwé: Kon guidelines is under way
c)

Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)
Further information on the projects where the Akwé:Kon Guidelines are applied.
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Capacity Building and Participation of Indigenous and Local Communities
61. Has your country undertaken any measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of
indigenous and local communities to be effectively involved in decision-making related to the use of
their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity? (decision V/16)
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes being developed
c)

Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)
Further information on the measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of indigenous and local
communities.
Public consultations to raise awareness have been held and the Cultural Commission is developing
programmes.

62. Has your country developed appropriate mechanisms, guidelines, legislation or other initiatives
to foster and promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in decision
making, policy planning and development and implementation of the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity at international, regional, subregional, national and local levels? (decision V/16)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are under
development
c) Yes, some mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are in place (please
provide details below)
Further information on the mechanisms, guidelines and legislation developed.
Cataloguing and collaborating with local communities about the local and national natural
environments that are important to the identification and use of natural resources by local
communities.

63. Has your country developed mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of
indigenous and local communities with specific provisions for the full, active and effective
participation of women in all elements of the programme of work? (decision V/16, annex)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are being developed
c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)
Further comments on the mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of women of
indigenous and local communities in all elements of the programme of work.
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Support to implementation
64. Has your country established national, subregional and/or regional indigenous and local
community biodiversity advisory committees?
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant work is under way
c) Yes

65. Has your country assisted indigenous and local community organizations to hold regional
meetings to discuss the outcomes of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties and to prepare for
meetings under the Convention?
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details about the outcome of meetings)
Further information on the outcome of regional meetings.

66. Has your country supported, financially and otherwise, indigenous and local communities in
formulating their own community development and biodiversity conservation plans that will enable
such communities to adopt a culturally appropriate strategic, integrated and phased approach to
their development needs in line with community goals and objectives?
a) No

X

b) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)
c)

Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)

Further information on the support provided.

Box XLVII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 9 - Ex-situ conservation
67. ◊ On Article 9(a) and (b), has your country adopted measures for the ex-situ conservation of
components of biological diversity native to your country and originating outside your country?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures adopted for the ex-situ conservation of components of
biodiversity native to your country and originating outside your country.
It is hoped to repatriate some collections of indigenous fauna and flora from overseas collections, as
suggested by Cheeseman and Kairo (2004), additional infrastructure and facilities will be necessary,
and a person to curate the material. There is a lack of qualified scientific staff and facilities.

68. ◊ On Article 9(c), has your country adopted measures for the reintroduction of threatened
species into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the measures for the reintroduction of threatened species into their natural
habitats under appropriate conditions.
This has been done for the hutia (Geocapromys ingrahami) and iguana (Cyclura spp.).

69. ◊ On Article 9(d), has your country taken measures to regulate and manage the collection of
biological resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten
ecosystems and in-situ populations of species?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures to regulate and manage the collection of biological resources
from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten ecosystems and in-situ
populations of species.
Laws are in place to regulate the export of biodiversity. The Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act
regulates possession of listed species. The Wild Bird Protection Act protects all wild birds, outside of
the hunting season and The Wild Animal Protection Act regulates the export of animals with a permit
system. The Fisheries Resources (Conservation and Jurisdiction) Act also has a permit system.
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Box XLVIII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 10 - Sustainable use of components of biological diversity
70. ◊ On Article 10(a), has your country integrated consideration of the conservation and
sustainable use of biological resources into national decision-making?
a) No
b) No, but steps are being taken

X

c) Yes, in some relevant sectors (please provide details below)
d) Yes, in most relevant sectors (please provide details below)
Further information on integrating consideration of conservation and sustainable use of biological
resources into national decision-making.
The draft National Environmental Management Action Plan (NEMAP) will outline how consideration of
conservation and sustainable use of biological resources can be integrated into national decisionmaking through identification of appropriate administrative structures and involvement of technical
and scientific advisers.

71. ◊ On Article 10(b), has your country adopted measures relating to the use of biological
resources that avoid or minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures adopted relating to the use of biological resources that avoid or
minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity.
Through the Environmental Impact Assessment process, measures can be introduced into
development projects to mitigate or eliminate adverse impacts on biological diversity. There is
legislation regarding the use of biological resources, such as the Fisheries Resources (Jurisdiction and
Conservation) Act, the Wild Bird Protection Act and the Wildlife Conservation and Trade Act.
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72. ◊ On Article 10(c), has your country put in place measures that protect and encourage
customary use of biological resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use
requirements?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures that protect and encourage customary use of biological
resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements.
Presently under review is legislation regarding bioprospecting as a measure to protect and encourage
customary use of biological resources.

73. ◊ On Article 10(d), has your country put in place measures that help local populations develop
and implement remedial action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures that help local populations develop and implement remedial
action in degraded areas where biodiversity has been reduced.
Draft National Action Programme to Combat Land Degradation seeks to identify some issues of
concern within local communities and aims to develop activities to remedy the negative effects of
land degradation in specific ecosystems.
Programmes such as the National Creeks and Wetlands Restoration Initiative, the West Indian Tree
Duck program and others.

74. ◊ Has your country identified indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24)
a) No

X

b) No, but assessment of potential indicators and incentive measures is
under way
c) Yes, indicators and incentive measures identified (please describe
below)
Further comments on the identification of indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
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75. ◊ Has your country implemented sustainable use practices, programmes and policies for the
sustainable use of biological diversity, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation? (decision V/24)
a) No
b) No, but potential practices, programmes and policies are under review
c)

Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide
details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please
provide details below)
Further information on sustainable use programmes and policies.
Through encouragement of ecotourism activities such as whale watching, bird watching and nature
walks. Training programmes, such as Bahamahost and other programmes that provide the
knowledge and skills needed to introduce biodiversity into participants’ everyday life. The Sustainable
Tourism Plan is an example of a policy being implemented.

76. ◊ Has your country developed or explored mechanisms to involve the private sector in
initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24)
a) No

X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development
c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please describe below)
Further comments on the development of mechanisms to involve the private sector in initiatives on
the sustainable use of biodiversity.
Bone-fishing has been developed in several islands as a tourist attraction, based around relatively
small Bone Fishing Lodges, and employing local guides, who know the locations of bonefish, and take
guests out in small boats. This sport is “catch and release”.

77. Has your country initiated a process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12)
a) No

X

b) No, but the principles and guidelines are under review
c) Yes, a process is being planned
d) Yes, a process has been initiated (please provide detailed information)
Further information on the process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity.
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78. Has your country taken any initiative or action to develop and transfer technologies and provide
financial resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VII/12)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c) Yes, some technologies developed and transferred and limited
financial resources provided (please provide details below)
d) Yes, many technologies developed and transferred and significant
financial resources provided (please provide details below)
Further comments on the development and transfer of technologies and provision of financial
resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity.

Biodiversity and Tourism
79. ◊ Has your country established mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact of
tourism on biodiversity?
a) No

X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development
c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please specify below)
d) Yes, existing mechanisms are under review
Further comments on the establishment of mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact
of tourism on biodiversity.

80. ◊ Has your country provided educational and training programmes to the tourism operators so
as to increase their awareness of the impacts of tourism on biodiversity and upgrade the technical
capacity at the local level to minimize the impacts? (decision V/25)
a) No
b) No, but programmes are under development
c) Yes, programmes are in place (please describe below)

X

Further comments on educational and training programmes provided to tourism operators.
The BahamaHost Programme provided training to any and all personnel who come into contact with
tourists. This includes police, as well as hotel employees, taxi drivers, tour operators, salespersons,
and other persons in the tourism industry. These courses include lectures on local history and
geography, flora and fauna, CITES and other legislations, and alien invasive species.
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81. Does your country provide indigenous and local communities with capacity-building and financial
resources to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product
development and management? (decision VII/14)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant programmes are being considered
c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments in the capacity-building and financial resources provided to indigenous and local
communities to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product
development and management.

82. Has your country integrated the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development in the
development or review of national strategies and plans for tourism development, national biodiversity
strategies and actions plans, and other related sectoral strategies? (decision VII/14)
a) No, but the guidelines are under review
b) No, but a plan is under consideration to integrate some principles of
the guidelines into relevant strategies

X

c) Yes, a few principles of the guidelines are integrated into some
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)
d) Yes, many principles of the guidelines are integrated into some
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)
Further information on the sectors where the principles of the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism
Development are integrated.
The current Bahamas NBSAP (1999) is under review and will incorporate the principles of the
Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism.
Box XLIX.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 11 - Incentive measures
83. ◊ Has your country established programmes to identify and adopt economically and socially
sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of
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biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the programmes to identify and adopt incentives for the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity.
Agricultural Land Policy includes fee schedule to encourage the adoption of conservation measures.

84. ◊ Has your country developed the mechanisms or approaches to ensure adequate incorporation
of both market and non-market values of biological diversity into relevant plans, policies and
programmes and other relevant areas? (decisions III/18 and IV/10)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development
c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, review of impact of mechanisms available (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the mechanism or approaches to incorporate market and non-market values of
biodiversity into relevant plans, policies and programmes.

85. ◊ Has your country developed training and capacity-building programmes to implement
incentive measures and promote private-sector initiatives? (decision III/18)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c) Yes, some programmes are in place
d) Yes, many programmes are in place

86. Does your country take into consideration the proposals for the design and implementation of
incentive measures as contained in Annex I to decision VI/15 when designing and implementing
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision VI/15)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on the proposals considered when designing and implementing the incentive
measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

87. Has your country made any progress in removing or mitigating policies or practices that
generate perverse incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?
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(decision VII/18)
a) No

X

b) No, but identification of such policies and practices is under way
c) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified but not entirely removed
or mitigated (please provide details below)
d) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified and removed or
mitigated (please provide details below)
Further information on perverse incentives identified and/or removed or mitigated.

Box L.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 12 - Research and training
88. ◊ On Article 12(a), has your country established programmes for scientific and technical
education and training in measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity and its components?
a) No

X

b) No, but programmes are under development
c) Yes, programmes are in place (please provide details below)
Further information on the programmes for scientific and technical education and training in the
measures for identification, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
The Public Schools’ curricula contains course in identification, conservation and sustainable use at
various elementary level.
The Bahamas National Trust has an Education Officer who regularly visits schools to give talks, and
the Trust has a range of leaflets on specific species of fauna and flora.
The College of The Bahamas offers tertiary level courses in Plant and Animal Physiology, Marine
Biology and Oceanography, but with limited reference to conservation and sustainable use.

89. ◊ On Article 12(b), does your country promote and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further information on the research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of
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biodiversity.
Give information on Biocomplexity Project
The Department of Fisheries and Non-Governmental Organizations, such as Bahamas Reef
Environment Education Foundation, The Nature Conservancy and The Bahamas National Trust,
promote marine conservation through education, management and research on the marine
environment.

90. ◊ On Article 12(c), does your country promote and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in
biological diversity research in developing methods for conservation and sustainable use of biological
resources?
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on the use of scientific advances in biodiversity research in developing methods
for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

Box LI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 13 - Public education and awareness
91. Is your country implementing a communication, education and public awareness strategy and
promoting public participation in support of the Convention? (Goal 4.1 of the Strategic Plan)
a) No

X

b) No, but a CEPA strategy is under development
c) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a
limited extent (please provide details below)
d) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a
significant extent (please provide details below)
Further comments on the implementation of a CEPA strategy and the promotion of public
participation in support of the Convention.
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92. Is your country undertaking any activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of
work on Communication, Education and Public Awareness as contained in the annex to decision
VI/19? (decision VI/19)
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some activities are being undertaken (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of work on
CEPA.

93. Is your country strongly and effectively promoting biodiversity-related issues through the press,
the various media and public relations and communications networks at national level? (decision
VI/19)
a) No
b) No, but some programmes are under development
c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)
Further comments on the promotion of biodiversity-related issues through the press, the various
media and public relations and communications networks at national level.
The press and other media are used to sensitize the public to issues such as, invasive alien species
as a threat to biodiversity, the preservation of wetlands, Biosafety and Biosecurity. The public is
encouraged to use native species in landscaping.

94. Does your country promote the communication, education and public awareness of biodiversity
at the local level? (decision VI/19)
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further information on the efforts to promote the communication, education and public awareness of
biodiversity at the local level.
To some extent this is done via the Ministry of Education in conjunction with Non-Governmental
Organizations.

95. Is your country supporting national, regional and international activities prioritized by the
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness? (decision VI/19)
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some activities supported (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many activities supported (please provide details below)
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Further comments on the support of national, regional and international activities prioritized by the
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness.

96. Has your country developed adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication,
education and public awareness?
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)
Further comments on the development of adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication,
education and public awareness.

97. Does your country promote cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity education
and awareness at the national, regional and international levels? (decisions IV /10 and VI/19)
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on the promotion of cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity
education and awareness, at the national, regional and international levels.
It is expected that the National Clearing House Mechanisms, which was launched on June 5th 2005,
will help to facilitate exchange and cooperation with other partners.

98. Is your country undertaking some CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues
and thematic programmes of work adopted under the Convention?
a) No (please specify reasons below)
b) Yes, some activities undertaken for some issues and thematic areas
(please provide details below)
c)

X

Yes, many activities undertaken for most issues and thematic areas
(please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive activities undertaken for all issues and thematic
areas (please provide details below)
Further comments on the CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues and thematic
programmes of work adopted under the Convention.
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99. ◊ Does your country support initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that
integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their practice and education programmes as
well as into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision
IV/10 and Goal 4.4 of the Strategic Plan)
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on the initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that integrate
biodiversity conservation in their practice and education programmes as well as their relevant
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies.
The Bahamas National Trust integrates biodiversity into education programmes. The Bahamas
Sportfishing Conservation Association (BSCA) and fly-fishing guides throughout the country have
encouraged sustainable use of biodiversity related to the sport of fishing.
The Bahamas Biocomplexity Project have utilized town meetings in Abaco, San Salvador, Andros,
Bimini, Exuma and The Turks and Caicos Islands to inform the public about marine biodiversity and
to make persons aware of the risk of unsustainable practices to the environment.
Some communities are requesting the government to designate additional protected areas within
their communities in addition to the existing protected areas.

100. Is your country communicating the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and
establishing appropriate linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in the
implementation of your national CEPA programmes and activities? (decision VII/24)
a) No
b) No, but some programmes are under development
c)

X

Yes, some programmes developed and activities undertaken for this
purpose (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes developed and many activities
undertaken for this purpose (please provide details below)
Further comments on the communication of the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and
the establishment of linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.
Ministry of Education expanding its Bahamas Environmental Education Programme (BEEP)

Box LII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse impacts
101. ◊ On Article 14.1(a), has your country developed legislation requiring an environmental
impact assessment of proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, legislation is still in early stages of development
c) No, but legislation is in advanced stages of development

X

d) Yes, legislation is in place (please provide details below)
e) Yes, review of implementation available (please provide details below)
Further information on the legislation requiring EIA of proposed projects likely to have adverse
effects on biodiversity.
A Draft Bill for the creation of a Department of Environmental Protection and Planning has been
drafted which includes EIA and EMP guidelines and regulations.

102. ◊ On Article 14.1(b), has your country developed mechanisms to ensure that due
consideration is given to the environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that
are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development
c)

No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development

X

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)
Further comments on the mechanisms developed to ensure that due consideration is given to the
environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have significant
adverse impacts on biodiversity.
Draft bill mentioned above and accompanying regulations would also provide the mechanism for the
consideration of environmental consequences of national programmes and policies.

103. ◊ On Article 14.1(c), is your country implementing bilateral, regional and/or multilateral
agreements on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your country’s
jurisdiction?
a) No
b) No, but assessment of options is in progress

X

c) Yes, some completed, others in progress (please provide details below)
d) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on the bilateral, regional and/or multilateral agreements on activities likely to
significantly affect biodiversity outside your country’s jurisdiction.
The Bahamas is party to multilateral agreements like MARPOL, UNFCC, CITES, and others which
govern activities that may have impacts on the biodiversity of other countries.
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104. ◊ On Article 14.1(d), has your country put mechanisms in place to prevent or minimize
danger or damage originating in your territory to biological diversity in the territory of other Parties
or in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction?
a) No
b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development

X

c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development
d) Yes, mechanisms are in place based on current scientific knowledge

105. ◊ On Article 14.1(e), has your country established national mechanisms for emergency
response to activities or events which present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development
c) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development
d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

X

Further information on national mechanisms for emergency response to the activities or events which
present a grave and imminent danger to biodiversity.
The National Oil Spill Contingency Plan is in place to manage oil spills in territorial waters to minimize
damage to the environment and biodiversity.

106. Is your country applying the Guidelines for Incorporating Biodiversity-related Issues into
Environment-Impact-Assessment Legislation or Processes and in Strategic Impact Assessment as
contained in the annex to decision VI/7 in the context of the implementation of paragraph 1 of Article
14? (decision VI/7)
a) No
b) No, but application of the guidelines under consideration
c) Yes, some aspects being applied (please specify below)

X

d) Yes, major aspects being applied (please specify below)
Further comments on application of the guidelines.
We have incorporated biodiversity related issues into draft EIA legislation.
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107. On Article 14 (2), has your country put in place national legislative, administrative or policy
measures regarding liability and redress for damage to biological diversity? (decision VI/11)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please specify the measures)
Further comments on national legislative, administrative or policy measures regarding liability and
redress for damage to biological diversity.

108.

Has your country put in place any measures to prevent damage to biological diversity?

a) No
b) No, but some measures are being developed

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures in place to prevent damage to biological diversity.
Some measures are being developed and are included in the draft regulations under the Wildlife
Conservation and Trade Act as well as under draft Biosecurity Act.

109. Is your country cooperating with other Parties to strengthen capacities at the national level for
the prevention of damage to biodiversity, establishment and implementation of national legislative
regimes, policy and administrative measures on liability and redress? (decision VI/11)
a) No
b) No, but cooperation is under consideration
c) No, but cooperative programmes are under development
d) Yes, some cooperative activities being undertaken (please provide
details below)

X

e) Yes, comprehensive cooperative activities being undertaken (please
provide details below)
Further comments on cooperation with other Parties to strengthen capacities for the prevention of
damage to biodiversity.
Blue Flag Beach and Marina Programme EU funded through the Caribbean Tourism Organization
Whistling Duck and Kirtland Warbler Programmes funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
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Box LIII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 15 - Access to genetic resources (need to check 2NR to see
what responses were in this area)
110. ◊ Has your country endeavored to facilitate access to genetic resources for environmentally
sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms, in
accordance with paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of Article 15?
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on the efforts taken by your country to facilitate access to genetic resources for
environmentally sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually
agreed terms.

111. ◊ Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic
resources provided by other Parties is developed and carried out with the full participation of such
Parties, in accordance with Article 15(6)?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic
resources provided by other Contracting Parties is developed and carried out with the full
participation of such Contracting Parties.

112. ◊ Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the results of
research and development and of the benefits arising from the commercial and other use of genetic
resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources, in accordance with Article 15(7)?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
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d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place (please provide details
below)
e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in
place (please provide details below)
f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place
(please provide details below)
Further information on the type of measures taken.

113. ◊ In developing national measures to address access to genetic resources and benefitsharing, has your country taken into account the multilateral system of access and benefit-sharing
set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further information on national measures taken which consider the multilateral system of access and
benefit-sharing as set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

114. Is your country using the Bonn Guidelines when developing and drafting legislative,
administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing and/or when negotiating contracts
and other arrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing? (decision
VII/19A)
a) No

X

b) No, but steps being taken to do so (please provide details below)
c) Yes (please provide details below)
Please provide details and specify successes and constraints in the implementation of the Bonn
Guidelines.

115. Has your country adopted national policies or measures, including legislation, which address
the role of intellectual property rights in access and benefit-sharing arrangements (i.e. the issue of
disclosure of origin/source/legal provenance of genetic resources in applications for intellectual
property rights where the subject matter of the application concerns, or makes use of, genetic
resources in its development)?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential policies or measures have been identified (please
specify below)
c) No, but relevant policies or measures are under development (please
specify below)
d) Yes, some policies or measures are in place (please specify below)
e) Yes, comprehensive policies or measures adopted (please specify
below)
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Further information on policies or measures that address the role of IPR in access and benefit-sharing
arrangements.

116. Has your country been involved in capacity-building activities related to access and benefitsharing?
a) Yes (please provide details below)
b) No

X

Please provide further information on capacity-building activities (your involvement as donor or
recipient, key actors involved, target audience, time period, goals and objectives of the capacitybuilding activities, main capacity-building areas covered, nature of activities). Please also specify
whether these activities took into account the Action Plan on capacity-building for access and benefitsharing adopted at COP VII and available in annex to decision VII/19F.

Box LIV.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology
117. ◊ On Article 16(1), has your country taken measures to provide or facilitate access for and
transfer to other Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the
environment?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures to provide or facilitate access for and transfer to other Parties of
technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.
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118. ◊ On Article 16(3), has your country taken measures so that Parties which provide genetic
resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which make use of those resources, on
mutually agreed terms?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place
d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place
e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in
place
f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative arrangements are in
place
g) Not applicable

119. ◊ On Article 16(4), has your country taken measures so that the private sector facilitates
access to joint development and transfer of relevant technology for the benefit of Government
institutions and the private sector of developing countries?
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some policies and measures are in place (please provide details
below)
d) Yes, comprehensive policies and measures are in place (please provide
details below)
e) Not applicable
Further information on the measures taken.

Box LV.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Programme of Work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation
120. Has your country provided financial and technical support and training to assist in the
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation?
(decision VII/29)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some programmes being implemented (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes being implemented (please provide
details below)
Further comments on the provision of financial and technical support and training to assist in the
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation.

121. Is your country taking any measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multicountry initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation? (decision
VII/29)
a) No

X

b) No, but some measures being considered
c)

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-country
initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation.
Recommending that The Bahamas be treated as a Small Islands Developing State and not considered
solely on per capita income basis.

122. Has your country made any technology assessments addressing technology needs,
opportunities and barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building? (annex to
decision VII/29)
a) No

X

b) No, but assessments are under way
c)

Yes, basic assessments undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, thorough assessments undertaken (please provide details
below)
Further comments on technology assessments addressing technology needs, opportunities and
barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building.
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123. Has your country made any assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies? (annex to decision VII/29)
a) No

X

b) No, but assessments are under way
c)

Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments undertaken (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies.

124. Has your country identified and implemented any measures to develop or strengthen
appropriate information systems for technology transfer and cooperation, including assessing
capacity building needs? (annex to decision VII/29)
a) No

X

b) No, but some programmes are under development
c) Yes, some programmes are in place and being implemented (please
provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)
Further comments on measures to develop or strengthen appropriate information systems for
technology transfer and cooperation.

125. Has your country taken any of the measures specified under Target 3.2 of the programme of
work as a preparatory phase to the development and implementation of national institutional,
administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate cooperation as well as access to and
adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention? (annex to decision VII/29)
a)

No

b)

No, but a few measures being considered

c)

Yes, some measures taken (please specify below)

d)

Yes, many measures taken (please specify below)

X

Further comments on the measures taken as a preparatory phase to the development and
implementation of national institutional, administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate
cooperation as well as access to and adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention.

107

Box LVI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 17 - Exchange of information
126. ◊ On Article 17(1), has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information
from publicly available sources with a view to assist with the implementation of the Convention and
promote technical and scientific cooperation?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c)

Yes, some measures are in place

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place
The following question (127) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
127. ◊ On Article 17(1), do these measures take into account the special needs of developing
countries and include the categories of information listed in Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific
and socio-economic research, training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, and
repatriation of information and so on?
a) No
b) Yes, but they do not include the categories of information listed in
Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic
research,
training
and
surveying
programmes,
specialized
knowledge, repatriation of information and so on
c)

Yes, and they include categories of information listed in Article 17
(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic research,
training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge,
repatriation of information and so on

Box LVII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 18 - Technical and scientific cooperation
128. ◊ On Article 18(1), has your country taken measures to promote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further information on the measures to promote international technical and scientific cooperation.
Initiatives which support technical training and public education have been pursued under the small
grants programme of The RAMSAR Convention.
The Bahamas National Trust is the coordinator of the Important Bird Areas Programme and is the
recipient of a GEF Medium Sized Grant and sustainable conservation of Globally Important Caribbean
Bird Habitats.

129. ◊ On Article 18(4), has your country encouraged and developed methods of cooperation for
the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in
pursuance of the objectives of this Convention?
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant methods are under development
c)

Yes, methods are in place

130. ◊ On Article 18(5), has your country promoted the establishment of joint research
programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of the
Convention?
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide some examples below)
Examples for the establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the development
of technologies relevant to the objectives of the Convention.

131. Has your country established links to non-governmental organizations, private sector and other
institutions holding important databases or undertaking significant work on biological diversity
through the CHM? (decision V/14)
a) No
b) No, but coordination with relevant NGOs, private sector and other
institutions under way
c)

Yes, links established with relevant NGOs, private sector and
institutions

X
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The following question (132) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
132. Has your country further developed the CHM to assist developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical
cooperation? (decision V/14)
a) No
b) Yes, by using funding opportunities
c)

Yes, by means of access to, and transfer of technology

d) Yes, by using research cooperation facilities
e) Yes, by using repatriation of information
f)

Yes, by using training opportunities

g) Yes, by using promotion of contacts with relevant institutions,
organizations and the private sector
h) Yes, by using other means (please specify below)
Further comments on CHM developments to assist developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical
cooperation.

133. Has your country used CHM to make information available more useful for researchers and
decision-makers? (decision V/14)
a) No
b) No, but relevant initiatives under consideration
c)

Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on development of relevant initiatives.
The National Clearing House Mechanism website provides National Biodiversity Information and
Initiatives (www.bahamaschm.org).

134. Has your country developed, provided and shared services and tools to enhance and facilitate
the implementation of the CHM and further improve synergies among biodiversity-related
Conventions? (decision V/14)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please specify services and tools below)
Further comments on services and tools to enhance and facilitate the implementation of CHM and
further improve synergies among biodiversity-related Conventions.
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Box LVIII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits
135. ◊ On Article 19(1), has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation
in biotechnological research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the genetic
resources for such research?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place
d) Yes, comprehensive legislation are in place
e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy and subsidiary legislation are in
place
f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place

136. ◊ On Article 19(2), has your country taken all practicable measures to promote and advance
priority access by Parties, on a fair and equitable basis, to the results and benefits arising from
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources provided by those Parties?
a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review

X

c) Yes, some measures are in place
d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place
Box LIX.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 20 – Financial resources
Box LX.
Please describe for each of the following items the quantity of financial resources, both internal and
external, that have been utilized, received or provided, as applicable, to implement the Convention
on Biological Diversity, on an annual basis, since your country became a Party to the Convention.
a)

Budgetary
allocations
by
national
and
local
Governments as well as
different sectoral ministries

Information not available

b)

Extra-budgetary
resources
(identified by donor agencies)

Information not available

c)

Bilateral channels (identified
by donor agencies)

Information not available

d)

Regional channels (identified
by donor agencies)

e)

Multilateral
channels
(identified by donor agencies)

f)

Private sources (identified by
donor agencies)

g)

Resources generated through
financial instruments, such as
charges
for
use
of
biodiversity

GEF - $187,700.00
MacArthur - $40,900.00
Both IBA Programmes
Information not available
Disney Wildlife Grant – 2005
Bahama Parrot Monitoring - $16,000.00

Information not available

Box LXI.
Please describe in detail below any major financing programmes, such as biodiversity trust funds or
specific programmes that have been established in your country.
BNT expenditures on National Parks and Protected Areas 2004
2003
ECLSP*

2004

$229,866.00

$206,584.00

Grand Bahama $184,528.00

$187,807.00

N. Providence/ $795,238.00

$1,108,242.00

Inagua
*Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park
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137. ◊ On Article 20(1), has your country provided financial support and incentives to those
national activities that are intended to achieve the objectives of the Convention?
a) No

X

b) Yes, incentives only (please provide a list of such incentives below)
c)

Yes, financial support only

d) Yes, financial support and incentives (please provide details below)
Further comments on financial support and incentives provided.

The next question (138) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
138. ◊ On Article 20(2), has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
developing country Parties to meet the agreed incremental costs to them of implementing measures
which fulfill the obligations of the Convention?
a) No
b) Yes (please indicate the amount, on an annual basis, of new and
additional financial resources your country has provided)
Further comments on new and additional financial resources provided.

The next question (139) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES
IN TRANSITION
139. ◊ On Article 20(2), has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable
it to meet the agreed full incremental costs of implementing measures which fulfill the obligations of
the Convention?
a) No

X

b) Yes

140. ◊ Has your country established a process to monitor financial support to biodiversity,
including support provided by the private sector? (decision V/11)
a) No

X

b) No, but procedures being established
c)

Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on processes to monitor financial support to biodiversity, including support
provided by the private sector.

113

141. ◊ Has your country considered any measures like tax exemptions in national taxation systems
to encourage financial support to biodiversity? (decision V/11)
a) No

X

b) No, but exemptions are under development (please provide details
below)
c) Yes, exemptions are in place (please provide details below)
Further comments on tax exemptions for biodiversity-related donations.

142. Has your country reviewed national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness
of official development assistance allocated to biodiversity, with particular attention paid to positive
incentives and their performance as well as perverse incentives and ways and means for their
removal or mitigation? (decision VI/16)
a) No

X

b) No, but review is under way
c) Yes (please provide results of review below)
Further comments on review of national budgets and monetary policies, including the effectiveness of
official development assistance.

143. Is your country taking concrete actions to review and further integrate biodiversity
considerations in the development and implementation of major international development
initiatives, as well as in national sustainable development plans and relevant sectoral policies and
plans? (decisions VI/16 and VII/21)
a) No

X

b) No, but review is under way
c)

Yes, in some initiatives and plans (please provide details below)

d) Yes, in major initiatives and plans (please provide details below)
Further comments on review and integration of biodiversity considerations in relevant initiatives,
policies and plans.

144. Is your country enhancing the integration of biological diversity into the sectoral development
and assistance programmes? (decision VII/21)
a) No

X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c)

Yes, into some sectoral development and assistance programmes
(please provide details below)

d) Yes, into major sectoral development and assistance programmes
(please provide details below)
Further comments on the integration of biodiversity into sectoral development and assistance
programmes
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The next question (145) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
145. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which area your country has provided financial
support to developing countries and/or countries with economies in transition. Please elaborate in the
space below if necessary.
Areas

Support
provided

a) Undertaking national or regional assessments within the framework of MEA
(decision VI/8)
b) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)
c)

Enhance national capacity to establish and maintain the mechanisms to protect
traditional knowledge (decision VI/10)

d) Ex-situ conservation (decision V/26)
e) Implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (decision VI/9)
f)

Implementation of the Bonn Guidelines (decision VI/24)

g) Implementation of programme of work on agricultural biodiversity (decision
V/5)
h) Preparation of first report on the State of World’s Animal Genetic Resources
(decision VI/17)
i)

Support to work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and
development of regional and sub regional networks or processes (decision
VI/27)

j)

Development of partnerships and other means to provide the necessary
support for the implementation of the programme of work on dry and
subhumid lands biological diversity (decision VII/2)

k) Financial support for the operations of the Coordination Mechanism of the
Global Taxonomy Initiative (decision VII/9)
l)

Support to the implementation of the Action Plan on Capacity Building as
contained in the annex to decision VII/19 (decision VII/19)

m) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on mountain
biological diversity (decision VII/27)
n) Support to the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas
(decision VII/28)
o) Support to the development of national indicators (decision VII/30)
p) Others (please specify)
Further information on financial support provided to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition.
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The next question (146) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES
IN TRANSITION
146. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which areas your country has applied for funds
from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), from developed countries and/or from other sources. The
same area may have more than one source of financial support. Please elaborate in the space below
if necessary.
Areas

Applied for funds from
GEF

a) Preparation of national biodiversity strategies or action plans

X

b) National capacity self-assessment for implementation of
Convention (decision VI/27)

X

c) Priority actions to implement the Global Taxonomy Initiative
(decision V/9)

X

Bilateral

d) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)

Other

X

e) Development of national strategies or action plans to deal
with alien species (decision VI/23)

X

f) Ex-situ conservation, establishment and maintenance of Exsitu conservation facilities (decision V/26)
g) Projects that promote measures for implementing Article 13
(Education and Public Awareness) (decision VI/19)

X

h) Preparation of national reports (decisions III/9, V/19 and
VI/25)

X

i)

X

Projects for conservation and sustainable use of inland water
biological diversity (decision IV/4)

j) Activities for conservation and sustainable use of agricultural
biological diversity (decision V/5)
k) Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
(decision VI/26)
l)

X

Implementation of the Global Taxonomy Initiative

m) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines
for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
n) Others (please specify)
Further information on application for financial support.
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Box LXII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

D. THEMATIC AREAS
147. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in
implementing the thematic programmes of work of the Convention (marine and coastal biodiversity,
agricultural biodiversity, forest biodiversity, inland waters biodiversity, dry and sub-humid lands and
mountain biodiversity).
3 = High Challenge

1 = Low Challenge

2 = Medium Challenge

0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome
N/A = Not applicable

Programme of Work
Challenges

Agricultur
al

Forest

Marine
and
coastal

Inland
water
ecosystem

Dry and
subhumid
lands

Mountain

political

3

3

2

3

2

n/a

(b)
Limited
public
participation
and
stakeholder involvement

2

3

1

2

2

n/a

(c)
Lack
of
mainstreaming and integration
of biodiversity issues into
other sectors

3

3

1

3

2

n/a

(d)
Lack
precautionary
proactive measures

of
and

2

3

1

2

2

n/a

(e)
Inadequate
capacity to act, caused
by institutional weakness

3

3

2

3

0

n/a

(f)
Lack of transfer of
technology and expertise

2

3

1

0

1

n/a

(a)
Lack of
will and support

117

(g)
Loss of traditional
knowledge

2

3

1

1

1

n/a

(h)
Lack of adequate
scientific
research
capacities to support all
the objectives

3

3

1

0

2

n/a

(i)
Lack of accessible
knowledge
and
information

2

3

1

1

2

n/a

(j)
Lack
of
public
education and awareness
at all levels

2

3

1

2

2

n/a

(k)
Existing scientific
and traditional knowledge
not fully utilized

3

3

1

1

1

n/a

(l)
Loss of biodiversity
and the corresponding
goods and services it
provides
not
properly
understood
and
documented

2

3

1

3

2

n/a

(m)
Lack of financial,
human,
technical
resources

2

3

0

1

1

n/a

(n)
Lack of economic
incentive measures

2

3

1

1

2

n/a

(o)
Lack
sharing

benefit-

2

3

2

3

2

n/a

(p)
Lack of synergies
at
national
and
international levels

3

3

1

2

2

n/a

(q)
Lack of horizontal
cooperation
among
stakeholders

2

3

1

3

2

n/a

(r)
Lack of
partnerships

effective

2

3

2

2

2

n/a

(s)
Lack
of
engagement of scientific
community

2

3

1

1

1

n/a

(t)
Lack of appropriate
policies and laws

2

3

2

3

2

n/a

(u)

1

3

0

0

0

n/a

(v)
Population
pressure

1

3

2

3

2

n/a

(w)
Unsustainable
consumption
and
production patterns

2

3

1

2

1

n/a

(x)
Lack of capacities
for local communities

2

3

2

2

2

n/a

of

Poverty

118

(y)
Lack of knowledge
and
practice
of
ecosystem-based
approaches
to
management

2

3

1

2

1

n/a

(z)
Weak
law
enforcement capacity

2

3

2

1

2

n/a

(aa) Natural
disasters
and
environmental
change

3

3

3

3

3

n/a

(bb) Others
specify)

(please

Inland water ecosystems
148. Has your country incorporated the objectives and relevant activities of the programme of work
into the following and implemented them? (decision VII/4)
Strategies, policies, plans and activities

a) Your biodiversity
action plans

strategies

and

No

Yes, partially,
integrated but not
implemented

N/A

X

b) Wetland policies and strategies
c)

Yes, fully integrated
and implemented

X

Integrated
water
resources
management and water efficiency
plans being developed in line with
paragraph 25 of the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit
on Sustainable Development

X

d) Enhanced
coordination
and
cooperation between national actors
responsible
for
inland
water
ecosystems and biological diversity

X

Further comments on incorporation of the objectives and activities of the programme of work
Water and Sewerage Corporation presently works with the Biodiversity Subcommittee at The
Bahamas Environment, Science and Technology Commission to improve implementation in this area.

149. Has your country identified priorities for each activity in the programme of work, including
timescales, in relation to outcome oriented targets? (decision VII/4 )
a) No
b) Outcome oriented
developed
c)

X
targets

developed

but

priority

activities

not

Priority activities developed but not outcome oriented targets

d) Yes, comprehensive outcome oriented targets and priority activities
developed
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Further comments on the adoption of outcome oriented targets and priorities for activities, including
providing a list of targets (if developed).

150. Is your country promoting synergies between this programme of work and related activities
under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-Ramsar) at
the national level? (decision VII/4 )
a) Not applicable (not Party to Ramsar Convention)
b) No
c) No, but potential measures were identified for synergy and joint
implementation
d) Yes, some measures taken for joint implementation (please specify
below)

X

e) Yes, comprehensive measures taken for joint implementation (please
specify below)
Further comments on the promotion of synergies between the programme of work and related
activities under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBDRamsar) at the national level.
The country is presently working on draft policy for the conservation and wise-use of wetlands.

151. Has your country taken steps to improve national data on: (decision VII/4 )
Issues

Yes

a) Goods and services provided by inland
water ecosystems?

Basic hydrological aspects of water
supply as they relate to maintaining
ecosystem function?

is under way

X

X

d) Species and all taxonomic levels?
e) On threats to which inland
ecosystems are subjected?

No, but development

X

b) The uses and related socioeconomic
variables of such goods and services?
c)

No

X
water

X

Further comments on the development of data sets, in particular a list of data sets developed in case
you have replied “YES” above.
Further research and update of information required.
Ask John Bowleg
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152. Has your country promoted the application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems? (decision VII/4 )
a) No, the guidelines have not been reviewed
b) No, the guidelines have been reviewed and found inappropriate
c) Yes, the guidelines have been reviewed and application/promotion is
pending
d) Yes, the guidelines promoted and applied
Further comments on the promotion and application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems.

Box LXIII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Marine and coastal biological diversity

General
153. Do your country’s strategies and action plans include the following?
indicate your response. (decisions II/10 and IV/15)

Please use an “X” to

a) Developing new marine and coastal protected areas

X

b) Improving the management of existing marine and coastal protected
areas

X

c)

Building capacity within the country for management of marine and
coastal resources, including through educational programmes and
targeted research initiatives (if yes, please elaborate on types of
initiatives in the box below)

d)

Instituting improved integrated marine and coastal area management
(including catchments management) in order to reduce sediment and
nutrient loads into the marine environment

X

e) Protection of areas important for reproduction, such as spawning and
nursery areas

X

f)

Improving sewage and other waste treatment

g) Controlling excessive fishing and destructive fishing practices
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h) Developing a comprehensive oceans policy (if yes, please indicate
current stage of development in the box below)
i)

Incorporation of local and traditional knowledge into management of
marine and coastal resources (if yes, please elaborate on types of
management arrangements in the box below)

j)

Others (please specify below)

k) Not applicable
Please elaborate on the above activities and list any other priority actions relating to conservation
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity.

Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Area Management (need to
check with Rochelle on this as some work may already have been done
under IWCAM project)
154. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, administrative and legislative
arrangements for the development of integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems?
a) No

X

b) Early stages of development
c)

Advanced stages of development

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)
e) Not applicable
Further comments on the current status of implementation of integrated marine and coastal area
management.

155. Has your country implemented ecosystem-based management of marine and coastal
resources, for example through integration of coastal management and watershed management, or
through integrated multidisciplinary coastal and ocean management?
a) No

X

b) Early stages of development
c)

Advanced stages of development

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)
e) Not applicable
Further comments on the current status of application of the ecosystem to management of marine
and coastal resources.

Marine and Coastal Living Resources
156. Has your country identified components of your marine and coastal ecosystems, which are
critical for their functioning, as well as key threats to those ecosystems?
a) No

X
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b) Plans for a comprehensive assessment of marine
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below)
c)

and

coastal

A comprehensive assessment is currently in progress

d) Critical ecosystem components have been identified, and management
plans for them are being developed (please provide details below)
e) Management plans for important components of marine and coastal
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below)
f)

Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of assessment, monitoring and research relating to marine
and coastal ecosystems, as well as key threats to them

157. Is your country undertaking the following activities to implement the Convention’s work plan
on coral reefs? Please use an “X” to indicate your response.
Not
implemented
nor a priority

Activities
a) Ecological assessment
monitoring of reefs

and

b) Socio-economic assessment
and
monitoring
of
communities
and
stakeholders
c)

Provision of training
career
opportunities
marine
taxonomists
ecologists

and
for
and

g) Development of early warning
systems of coral bleaching
h) Development of a rapid
response
capability
to
document coral bleaching and
mortality

Not
applicable

X

X

X

e) Stakeholder
partnerships,
community
participation
programmes
and
public
education campaigns
f)

Currently
implemented

X

Management,
particularly
through
application
of
integrated
coastal
management and marine and
coastal protected areas in
coral reef environments

d) Identification
and
implementation of additional
and alternative measures for
securing livelihoods of people
who directly depend on coral
reef services

Not
implemented
but a priority

X

X
X
X
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i)

Restoration and rehabilitation
of
degraded
coral
reef
habitats

j)

Others (please specify below)

X

Please elaborate on ongoing activities.

Marine and Coastal Protected Areas
158. Which of the following statements can best describe the current status of marine and coastal
protected areas in your country? Please use an “X” to indicate your response.
a) Marine and coastal protected areas have been declared and gazetted
(please indicate below how many)

X

b) Management plans for these marine and coastal protected areas have
been developed with involvement of all stakeholders
c) Effective management with enforcement and monitoring has been put
in place
d) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas is
under development

X

e) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas has
been put in place
f)

The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes
areas managed for purpose of sustainable use, which may allow
extractive activities

X

g) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes
areas which exclude extractive uses

X

h) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas is
surrounded by sustainable management practices over the wider
marine and coastal environment.
i)

Other (please describe below)

j)

Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of marine and coastal protected areas.
a) Government commitment given; boundaries and management regimes are being determined to
develop marine and coastal protected areas.
b) Site selection methods are under development.
f) Development of environmentally sound practices.

Mariculture
159. Is your country applying the following techniques aimed at minimizing adverse impacts of
mariculture on marine and coastal biodiversity? Please check all that apply.
a)

Application of environmental impact assessments for mariculture
developments

X

b)

Development and application of effective site selection methods in
the framework of integrated marine and coastal area management

X
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c)

Development of effective methods for effluent and waste control

d)

Development of appropriate genetic resource management plans at
the hatchery level

e)

Development of controlled hatchery and genetically sound
reproduction methods in order to avoid seed collection from nature.

f)

If seed collection from nature cannot be avoided, development of
environmentally sound practices for spat collecting operations,
including use of selective fishing gear to avoid by-catch

g)

Use of native species and subspecies in mariculture

X

h)

Implementation of effective measures to prevent the inadvertent
release of mariculture species and fertile polypoids.

X

i)

Use of proper methods of breeding and proper places of releasing in
order to protect genetic diversity

j)

Minimizing the
techniques

k)

Use of selective methods in commercial fishing to avoid or minimize
by-catch

l)

Considering traditional knowledge, where applicable, as a source to
develop sustainable mariculture techniques

m)

Not applicable

use

of

antibiotics

through

better

X

husbandry

X

Further comments on techniques that aim at minimizing adverse impacts of mariculture on marine
and coastal biodiversity.
The practical application of mariculture, in The Bahamas, is still in its infancy at this time.

Alien Species and Genotypes
160. Has your country put in place mechanisms to control pathways of introduction of alien species
in the marine and coastal environment? Please check all that apply and elaborate on types of
measures in the space below.
a) No
b) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from ballast water have been
put in place (please provide details below)
c)

Mechanisms to control potential invasions from hull fouling have been
put in place (please provide details below)

d) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from aquaculture have been
put in place (please provide details below)

X

e) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from accidental releases,
such as aquarium releases, have been put in place (please provide
details below)

X

f)

Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of activities relating to prevention of introductions of alien
species in the marine and coastal environment, as well as any eradication activities.
Screening of all project proposals to identify projects that have minimal risk of escape into the wild.
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Box LXIV.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Agricultural biological diversity
161. ◊ Has your country developed national strategies, programmes and plans that ensure the
development and successful implementation of policies and actions that lead to the conservation and
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity components? (decisions III/11 and IV/6)
a) No

X

b) No, but strategies, programmes and plans are under development
c) Yes, some strategies, programmes and plans are in place (please
provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, programmes and plans are in place
(please provide details below)
Further comments on agrobiodiversity components in national strategies, programmes and plans.

162. ◊ Has your country identified ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use
restriction technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use, including food
security, of agricultural biological diversity? (decision V/5)
a) No

X

b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures identified (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive measures identified (please provide details below)
Further information on ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use restriction
technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity.
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Annex to decision V/5 - Programme of work on agricultural biodiversity
Programme element 1 – Assessment
163. Has your country undertaken specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity
such as on plant genetic resources, animal genetic resources, pollinators, pest management and
nutrient cycling?
a) No

X

b) Yes, assessments are in progress (please specify components below)
c) Yes, assessments completed (please specify components and results of
assessments below)
Further comments on specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity.

164. Is your country undertaking assessments of the interactions between agricultural practices and
the conservation and sustainable use of the components of biodiversity referred to in Annex I of the
Convention (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species and communities; genomes and genes of social,
scientific or economic importance)?
a) No

X

b) Yes, assessments are under way
c)

Yes, some assessments completed (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments completed (please provide details
below)
Further comments on assessment of biodiversity components (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species
and communities; genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance).

165. Has your country carried out an assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of
farmers and indigenous and local communities in sustaining agricultural biodiversity and agroecosystem services for food production and food security?
a) No

X

b) Yes, assessment is under way
c)

Yes, assessment completed (please specify where information can be
retrieved below)

Further comments on assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of farmers and
indigenous and local communities.

166. Has
your
country
been
monitoring
an
overall
degradation,
status
quo
or
restoration/rehabilitation of agricultural biodiversity since 1993 when the Convention entered into
force?
a) No

X

b) Yes, no change found (status quo)
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c)

Yes, overall degradation found (please provide details below)

d) Yes, overall restoration or rehabilitation observed (please provide
details below)
Further comments on observations.

Programme element 2 - Adaptive management
167. Has your country identified management practices, technologies and policies that promote the
positive, and mitigate the negative, impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity
and the capacity to sustain livelihoods?
a) No
b) No, but potential practices, technologies and policies being identified
c)

Yes, some practices, technologies and policies identified (please
provide details below)

X

d) Yes, comprehensive practices, technologies and policies identified
(please provide details below)
Further comments on identified management practices, technologies and policies.
Agricultural Land Lease Policy, encouraging farmers to use environmentally sound practices, for
which they receive a reduction in the annual lease fee, subject to inspection.

Programme element 3 - Capacity-building
168. Has your country increased the capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and
their organizations and other stakeholders, to manage sustainable agricultural biodiversity and to
develop strategies and methodologies for In-situ conservation, sustainable use and management of
agricultural biological diversity?
a)

No

b)

Yes (please specify area/component and target groups with
increased capacity)

X

Further comments on increased capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and their
organizations and other stakeholders.

169. Has your country put in place operational mechanisms for participation by a wide range of
stakeholder groups to develop genuine partnerships contributing to the implementation of the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity?
a)

No

b)

No, but potential mechanisms being identified

c)

No, but mechanisms are under development

d)

Yes, mechanisms are in place

X
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170. Has your country improved the policy environment, including benefit-sharing arrangements
and incentive measures, to support local-level management of agricultural biodiversity?
a)

No

X

b)

No, but some measures and arrangements being identified

c)

No, but measures and arrangements are under development

d)

Yes, measures and arrangements are being implemented (please
specify below)

Further comments on the measures taken to improve the policy environment.

Programme element 4 – Mainstreaming
171. Is your country mainstreaming or integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes?
a) No

X

b) No, but review is under way
c)

No, but potential frameworks and mechanisms are being identified

d) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed and integrated
into some sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details
below)
e) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed into major
sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details below)
Further comments on mainstreaming and integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes.

172. Is your country supporting the institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms for
the mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in agricultural strategies and action plans, and its
integration into wider strategies and action plans for biodiversity?
a) No

X

b) Yes, by supporting institutions in undertaking relevant assessments
c)

Yes, by developing policy and planning guidelines

d) Yes, by developing training material
e) Yes, by supporting capacity-building at policy, technical and local levels
f)

Yes, by promoting synergy in the implementation of agreed plans of
action and between ongoing assessment and intergovernmental
processes.

Further comments on support for institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms.
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173. In the case of centers of origin in your country, is your country promoting activities for the
conservation, on farm, In-situ, and Ex-situ, of the variability of genetic resources for food and
agriculture, including their wild relatives?
a)

No

X

b)

Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on of the conservation of the variability of genetic resources for food and
agriculture in their center of origin.

Box LXV.
Please provide information concerning the actions taken by your country to implement the Plan of
Action for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators.

Box LXVI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Forest Biological Diversity
General
174. Has your country incorporated relevant parts of the work programme into your national
biodiversity strategies and action plans and national forest programmes?
a) No

X

b) Yes, please describe the process used
c) Yes, please describe constraints/obstacles encountered in the
process
d) Yes, please describe lessons learned
e) Yes, please describe targets for priority actions in the programme of
work
Further comments on the incorporation of relevant parts of the work programme into your NBSAP
and forest programmes
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Box LXVII.
Please indicate what recently applied tools (policy, planning, management, assessment and
measurement) and measures, if any, your country is using to implement and assess the programme
of work. Please indicate what tools and measures would assist the implementation.
There has been little or no progress in the area of Forestry. A Forestry Policy Document was drafted
in the early 1990’s outlining the duties of the Forestry Unit in the Department of Lands and Surveys.
Unfortunately this Unit is currently effectively defunct, there is no Forestry Officer, and the Policy
Document has not gone to Cabinet. The proposed duties of the Unit as set out in the Policy
Document, include supervision of the National Forest Estate, development of management systems
compatible with conservation, management of forest conservation areas for amenities and recreation
and for the protection of rare or endangered species and threatened ecosystems, and the research to
provide a sound basis for sustainable use.

A Bill for “An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Control and Forestry and Matters related
Thereto” was drafted (with Technical Assistance from FAO) and revised in 1996. (The forests of The
Bahamas are considered to be pine forests, hardwood coppice forests, mainly secondary growth
occupying ca.6185 km2, and mangrove forests). Considerable areas of pine forests have recently
been lost to housing development, both public and private, although Pinus caribbea is a protected
species under the Protected Species Order of 1997.

The proposed Act recognizes, on Crown Land, Forest Reserves, to be managed for the sustainable
production of timber and other forest products, Protected Forests to be managed for the sustainable
production of timber until such time as required for agricultural, industrial or residential purposes,
and Conservation Forests, to be dedicated to the conservation of biological diversity and for the
preservation of areas of special scientific interest.

While it is recognized that prescribed burning of pine forests is a necessary management tool, such
burning as presently occurs is accidental or no-prescribed.
Hammerton (200x) has suggested that certain areas of Casuarina equisetifolia be recognized as
Casuarina Forests and managed sustainably for timber production, for fuel wood and charcoal,
recognized that as an aggressive alien species, C. equisetifolia should be controlled and eradicated
from other sites, especially beaches.

Box LXVIII.
Please indicate to what extent and how your country has involved indigenous and local communities,
and respected their rights and interests, in implementing the programme of work.
Only informally and sporadically. Several communities in the Family Islands continue to use forests
as a source of rough timber, for bush medicines, for hunting and to a limited extent, for charcoal.
There is no initiative in this regard.

Box LXIX.
Please indicate what efforts your country has made towards capacity building in human and capital
resources for the implementation of the programme of work.
No efforts are being made at the moment.
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Box LXX.
Please indicate how your country has collaborated and cooperated (e.g., south-south, north-south,
south-north, north-north) with other governments, regional or international organizations in
implementing the programme of work. Please also indicate what are the constraints and/or needs
identified.
Only informal cooperation: the principle constraint is lack of government funding, failure to enact
legislation, and lack of qualified scientific staff.

Expanded programme of work on forest biological diversity
Programme element 1 – Conservation, sustainable use and benefit-sharing
175. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach to the management of all types of forests?
a) No (please provide reasons below)

X

b) No, but potential measures being identified (please provide details
below)
c)

Yes (please provide details below)

Comments on application of the ecosystem approach to management of forests (including
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impact on forest management, constraints, needs,
tools, and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff.
Presently there is no government agency who has shown interest/mandated for forest management.

176. Has your country undertaken measures to reduce the threats to, and mitigate its impacts on
forest biodiversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please specify below the major threats identified in relation to each objective of
goal 2 and the measures undertaken to address priority actions

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

Lack of policies, political motive, financial support and public awareness.

Further comments on measures to reduce threats to, and mitigate the impacts of threatening
processes on forest biodiversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on
forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.
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177. Is your country undertaking any measures to protect, recover and restore forest biological
diversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

Lack of policies, political motive, financial support and public awareness.

Further comments on measures to protect, recover and restore forest biological diversity (including
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs,
tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.

178. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote the sustainable use of forest biological
diversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

This initiative has not been a priority of recent or past administration. Political
initiative is needed.

Further comments on the promotion of the sustainable use of forest biological diversity (including
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs,
tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.
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179. Is your country undertaking any measures to promote access and benefit-sharing of forest
genetic resources?
Options

X

Details

a)

Yes

Please specify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 5 and describe
measures undertaken

b)

No

Please provide reasons below
X

This initiative has not been a priority of recent or past administration. Political
initiative is needed.

Further comments on the promotion of access and benefit-sharing of forest genetic resources.
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints,
needs, tools and targets)
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.

Programme element 2 – Institutional and socio-economic enabling environment
180. Is your country undertaking any measures to enhance the institutional enabling environment
for the conservation and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefitsharing?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

Not aware of such an initiative

Further comments on the enhancement of the institutional enabling environment for the conservation
and sustainable use of forest biological diversity, including access and benefit-sharing (including
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs,
tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.
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181. Is your country undertaking any measures to address socio-economic failures and distortions
that lead to decisions that result in loss of forest biological diversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 2 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

This initiative has not been a priority of recent or past administration. Political
initiative, human resources and policies, are needed.

Further comments on review of socio-economic failures and distortions that lead to decisions that
result in loss of forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned,
impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.

182. Is your country undertaking any measures to increase public education, participation and
awareness in relation to forest biological diversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

This initiative has not been a priority of recent or past administration. Political
initiative, human resources and policies, are needed.

Further comments on measures to increase public education, participation and awareness in relation
to forest biological diversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on
forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans.
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Programme element 3 – Knowledge, assessment and monitoring
183. Is your country undertaking any measures to characterize forest ecosystems at various scales
in order to improve the assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity?
Options

X

Details

a)

Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of Goal 1 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b)

No

Please provide reasons below
X
Not aware of such measures

Further comments on characterization of forest ecosystems at various scales (including effectiveness
of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and
targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans. A need for the identification of relevant agencies and clear delineation of responsibilities to
eliminate gaps.

184. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve knowledge on, and methods for, the
assessment of the status and trends of forest biological diversity?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 2 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X
Not aware of such measures.

Further comments on improvement of knowledge on and methods for the assessment of the status
and trends (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity,
constraints, needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans. A need for the identification of relevant agencies and clear delineation of responsibilities to
eliminate gaps.
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185. Is your country undertaking any measures to improve the understanding of the role of forest
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning?
Options

X

Details

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 3 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities

b) No

Please provide reasons below
X

Not aware of such measures

Further comments on the improvement of the understanding of the role of forest biodiversity and
ecosystem functioning (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest
biodiversity, constraints, needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans. A need for the identification of relevant agencies and clear delineation of responsibilities to
eliminate gaps.

186. Is your country undertaking any measures at national level to improve the infrastructure for
data and information management for accurate assessment and monitoring of global forest
biodiversity?
Options

X

a) Yes

Please identify priority actions in relation to each objective of goal 4 and describe
measures undertaken to address these priorities
X

b) No

Details

Recent reactivation of the Bahamas National GIS Center projects such as LUPAP
(IDB) are aiding in this area but more support, information, training and
assistance are needed.

Please provide reasons below

Further comments on the improvement of the infrastructure for data and information management
(including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on forest biodiversity, constraints,
needs, tools and targets).
Lack of qualified scientific staff, lack of legislation, lack of approved policy, and lack of management
plans. A need for the identification of relevant agencies and clear delineation of responsibilities to
eliminate gaps.
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Box LXXI.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands
187. Is your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the national and regional
levels, the activities identified in the programme of work? (decisions V/23 and VII/2 )
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further comments on scientific, technical and financial support, at the national and regional levels, to
the activities identified in the programme of work.

188. Has your country integrated actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands
into its national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of
the UNCCD? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further comments on actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands integrated
into national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of the
UNCCD.

189. Has your country undertaken measures to ensure synergistic/collaborative implementation of
the programme of work between the national UNCCD process and other processes under related
environmental conventions? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VII/2)
a) No

X

b) Yes, some linkages established (please provide details below)
c) Yes, extensive linkages established (please provide details below)
Further comments on the measures to ensure the synergistic/collaborative implementation of the
programme of work between the national UNCCD processes and other processes under related
environmental conventions.
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Programme Part A: Assessment
190. Has your country assessed and analyzed information on the state of dryland biological diversity
and the pressures on it, disseminated existing knowledge and best practices, and filled knowledge
gaps in order to determine adequate activities? (Decision V/23, Part A: Assessment, Operational
objective, activities 1 to 6)
a) No

X

b) No, but assessment is ongoing
c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)
d) Yes, comprehensive assessment undertaken (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the relevant information on assessments of the status and trends and
dissemination of existing knowledge and best practices.

Programme Part B: Targeted Actions
191. Has your country taken measures to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences? (part B of annex I of decision V/23,
activities 7 to 9)
a) No

X

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)
c)

Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures taken to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utilization of its genetic resources, and to combat the loss of biological diversity in
dry and sub-humid lands and its socio-economic consequences.

192. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities,
to enhance the implementation of the programme of work?
a) No

X

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)
c) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)
d) Yes, all identified capacity needs met (please provide details below)
Further comments on measures taken to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, to
enhance the implementation of the programme of work.
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Box LXXII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

Mountain Biodiversity
Programme Element 1. Direct actions for conservation, sustainable use ad benefit sharing
193. Has your country taken any measures to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key
threats to mountain biodiversity?
a) No
b) No, but relevant measures are being considered
c)

Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)
Further comments on the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key
threats to mountain biodiversity
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

194. Has your country taken any measures to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity?
a) No
b) No, but some measures are being considered
c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)
d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)
Further comments on the measures taken to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

195. Has your country taken any measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological
resources and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems?
a) No
b) No, but some measures are being considered
c)

Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)
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d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)
Further comments on the measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological resources
and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

196. Has your country taken any measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of
mountain genetic resources, including preservation and maintenance of traditional knowledge?
a) No
b) No, but some measures are being considered
c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)
d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)
Further comments on the measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of mountain
genetic resources
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

Programme Element 2. Means of implementation for conservation,
sustainable use and benefit sharing
197. Has your country developed any legal, policy and institutional framework for conservation and
sustainable use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing this programme of work?
a) No
b) No, but relevant frameworks are being developed
c)

Yes, some frameworks are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive frameworks are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the legal, policy and institutional frameworks for conservation and sustainable
use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing the programme of work on mountain biodiversity.
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

198. Has your country been involved in regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on
mountain ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity?
a) No
b) No, but some cooperation frameworks are being considered
c)

Yes (please provide details below)

Further information on the regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on mountain
ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity
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THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

Programme Element 3. Supporting actions for conservation,
sustainable use and benefit sharing
199. Has your country taken any measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of
mountain biological diversity?
a) No
b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of mountain
biodiversity
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS
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200. Has your country taken any measures for improving research, technical and scientific
cooperation and capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity?
a)

No

b)

No, but relevant programmes are under development

c)

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d)

Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the measures for improving research, technical and scientific cooperation and
capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

201. Has your country taken any measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems?
a) No
b) No, but relevant programmes are under development
c)

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)
Further comments on the measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate
technologies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems
THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS

Box LXXIII.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

THE BAHAMAS HAS NO MOUNTAINS
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E. OPERATIONS OF THE CONVENTION
202. Has your country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in order to prepare
for Convention meetings and enhance implementation of the Convention? (decision V/20)
a) No
b) Yes (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on the regional and subregional activities in which your country has been
involved.
Over the years, The Bahamas has participated in regional preparatory meetings for Convention
meetings, especially Conferences of the Parties. There is limited subregional communication
electronically on specific issues related to Convention meetings and implementation.

203. Is your country strengthening regional and subregional cooperation, enhancing integration and
promoting synergies with relevant regional and subregional processes? (decision VI/27 B)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further comments on regional and subregional cooperation and processes.

The following question (204) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
204. Is your country supporting the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the
development of regional and subregional networks or processes? (decision VI/27 B)
a) No
b) No, but programmes are under development
c) Yes, included in existing cooperation frameworks (please provide
details below)
d) Yes, some cooperative activities ongoing (please provide details below)
Further comments on support for the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the
development of regional and subregional networks or processes.

205. Is your country working with other Parties to strengthen the existing regional and subregional
mechanisms and initiatives for capacity-building? (decision VI/27 B)
a) No

X

b) Yes
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206. Has your country contributed to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms
for implementation of the Convention? (decision VI/27 B)
a) No

X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
Further comments on contribution to the assessment of the regional and subregional mechanisms.

Box LXXIV.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of the above decisions specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c)

contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f)

constraints encountered in implementation.

F. COMMENTS ON THE FORMAT
Box LXXV.
Please provide below recommendations on how to improve this reporting format.
•

The format is too complicated and confusing:
o

Too many boxes

o

Terminology often too vague

o

Text often repetitive

•

Some questions consisted of a number of different issues which made understanding
difficult.

•

Too lengthy and time consuming for Small Island Developing States with limited
human resources

•

The word “mechanisms” appears to mean different things in different parts of the
document.

•

Questions that were difficult to understand and respond to:
o

Q-103 Can be misunderstood, with references to “outside jurisdiction”

o

Q-109 Too many issues in the question asked.

o

Q-116 “Yes” preceded “No” in this question, which was contrary to the practice
elsewhere in the report. Some of the information requested in the “further
comments” box could have been incorporated into the question.

o

Q-153 The table contains too many strategies and issues to be grouped in one
table.
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o

•

Boxes
o

•

Q-99 and Q-177 The format of the boxes in these questions are contrary to the
format used elsewhere in the report.

Boxes at the end of each article or thematic area were repetitive in the
information required.

General comments
o

Instructions could have been more clearly worded and the presentation improved.

o

The intent of the report is unclear. How has previous communications been
utilized nationally and internationally?

o

Explanation of acronyms and abbreviations used in the report should have been
spelt out, eg. CEPA in question 98.

------
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