Evaluation matrix for the review of implementation of the program of work on protected areas in Eritrea
Eritrea is strategically situated in the horn of Africa bordered by Sudan in the west, Ethiopia in the south, Djibouti in the south east and with the red sea in the east. Historically, Eritrea accommodated  a wide range of biodiversity. To conserve the biodiversity Eritrea is starting to develop protected areas. Some information of currently status of protected areas can be accessed .i.e.:

The existing national protected areas yet it is not a system of comprehensive, ecologically representative and effectively managed. Still we haven't established protected areas.

· The existing national protected area yet it is not a system of comprehensive, ecologically representative and effectively managed. Eritrea still hasn’t established protected areas. 

* The protected areas represent different types of ecosystems i.e. terrestrial, and marine.
* In terms of ecological “comprehensiveness”, “ecological representation” and effective management still we are identifying the phases of protected areas.

* Still we didn’t study the biomass.

· The IUCN categories of protected areas include national parks, biodiversity conservation, strict nature reserve, land escape protected areas.
· Since COP-7 cover under represented ecosystems and biomass no new protected areas have been established.

· Yes, there are plans for the establishment of additional protected areas by the year 2010 (terrestrial) and 2012 (marine).

· Plans or actions for protected areas system (incorporating elements for filling ecological gaps, securing financial resources, capacity building, addressing policy, legislative and institutional barriers) have been developed.

· For integrating protected areas into broader land and seascapes and sectoral interests (i.e. agriculture, infrastructure, and energy) together published a national environmental management plan (NEMP-E), proclamation for forestry and wildlife.
* Yes, the needs of protected areas are taken into account in the wider land and seascape to address the need for connectivity including, ecological networks.

* Yes, the concept of the “ecosystem approach” has been applied while developing protected areas system.

· First initiative has been taken to establish transboundary protected areas and corridors with Djibouti and Somalia.

* No consultation process has been established to identify potential transboundary, including marine protected areas.

* So far two protected areas feature in regional networks.

* Under relevant conventions for regional co-operations some initiatives in the pipeline has been utilized for the establishment of migratory corridors.

· The percentage of protected areas is not yet estimated.
* There is one protected area known as Semenawi Bahri which is under development.

* There is no under effective implementation.

· To identify, prevent and/or mitigate the negative impacts of threats public awareness using media and other means, social meetings, posters are being implemented.

* To restore and rehabilitate the ecological integrity of protected areas awareness rising and conservation via media, consultation with local community, guarding system are being introduced.

· To establish framework for the equitable sharing of costs and benefits are rising from the establishment and management of protected areas: proclamation of the forestry and wildlife conservation and legislation has been established.

* A preliminary assessment has been carried out in 1997 concerning economic and socio-cultural costs and benefits of protected areas, particularly for indigenous and local communities; however, still it needs to be updated.
* To avoid and mitigate negative impacts on indigenous and local communities is in a process.

* Still there is no gazette national protected area.

· To insure full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities, in full respect of their rights and recognition of their responsibilities, consistent with national law and applicable international obligations, in the management of existing, and the establishment and management of new protected areas is clearly put in our plan.

* To support areas conserved by indigenous and local communities some measures such as reinforcing their efforts by supplementary wildlife scouts and awareness rising are being made.

· To insure the participation of relevant stakeholders, in the management of existing, and the establishment and management of new protected areas still in our plan.
· To value goods and services and enable more effective establishment and management of protected areas no appropriate policy, institutional and socioeconomic works in place.

· For more effective establishment and management of protected area no social or economic valuation methods and incentives are developed.

* The main impediments to effective establishment and management of protected areas priority is given to agricultural development sometimes as the expense of natural habitat.

* Implementation of legislations is very slow.

* To overcome the above effects efforts are underway.

· In 1997 a comprehensive capacity needs assessment for protected areas has been carried out.

· Human resource development programs have been undertaken.

* Yes, my country considers a multidisciplinary approach to protected areas management.
· To develop and establish for protected area on a national and regional level there is a plan to jointly establish with sectoral ministries (Fisheries, Tourism, Agriculture, Land, water and environment, Justice, Mine and energy).

* The collaboration within the country and/or with other countries to share information and technologies is just being started.

· Yes, financial needs have been identified, but there is failure of finding funds.

· To meet these needs and in particular to secure long term funding for the national protected area system needs national treasury (government funds).
*no fund has given to us.

* funding is done by the local community. To developing countries and countries with economies in transitional small island states.

* Yes, on the efficient use of the resources in contribution to the financial sustainability of protected areas studies have been made.

· Yes, there is a review mechanism for public education programs to measure if they have been effective in communicating the basic biodiversity values of protected areas.

* The education measures and programs have been developed and implemented regarding protected areas like media, posters, broachers, public meetings etc.

1. No, the country hasn’t evaluated management effectiveness of protected areas in a systematic ways because there is no officially established protected area.
a. No percentage of national protected area system surface area has been evaluated.

b. The national protected area system is not yet developed; we are carrying out more efforts. 
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