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Preface

T he sustainability of a nation depends signi-
ficantly on good management of its natural
resources for the welfare of the people. One

of the important resources that we have is biodiversity
that can be used to improve the wealth of our nation
for current and future generations. For that purpose,
we need to have a sound strategy and concrete action
plan on how to develop our stock of resources to meet
development goals. This document (Indonesian
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan-IBSAP) is an
effort in that direction.

We often call ourselves with great pride as a megadiversity country richly endowed with so
many species. But we could not confidently answer questions such as: how many species do we
really own?; are they sustainable?; where are their locations?; or which species can be developed
for the benefit of mankind?. We need to answer these questions, otherwise our ‘pride’ will be just
a groundless exaggeration especially given the fact that we face an increasing threat of species
extinction year after year.

The protection and ‘wise’ utilization of our biodiversity is imperative to our nation as we enter
the 21st Century, an era that often be labeled as ‘the age of biology’. In this fascinating century,
biology-related industries will flourished such as pharmacy, health, food, agriculture, and cosmet-
ics. These industries will rely heavily on biodiversity as a source of raw materials including the
use of related knowledge and technology. The development of these industries can only be achieved
if the sustainability of development is assured. The concept of sustainable development offer
more than just an economic issue. It contains social and environmental aspect of development
activity, too. The most important is to strike a balance among the ‘three pillars’ (economy, social,
and environment) so that any increase in demand (as a result of economic activity) would not
caused over-exploitation of natural resources and put environmental standards at risk. This would
require our best effort and strong commitment toward achieving our development goals in a
sustainable way. This will also determine what kind of future our children will have.
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Foreword
I am very pleased with the completion of the

Indonesian Biodiversity and Action Plan
(IBSAP) document. This document is a product of a
long collaborative process. For the last 20 months,
thoughts, ideas, and suggestions from many parties
are intensively discussed and incorporated into this
strategic document. The involvement of so many
parties in the process, government and non-govern-
mental institutions, both in the central and regional
level, shows a strong participation element in the
process. With such process, I hope the document
will broaden its ‘ownership’ so that all segments of
society will be committed toward an effective im-
plementation of the proposed action plan.

IBSAP is basically an effort to contribute to the improvement of the welfare of Indonesian
people. Biodiversity is indeed special: it supports our life system. Besides, there are many people
who still don’t realise the vital role of biodiversity as a source of our foods, clothes, medicines,
cosmetics etc. Biodiversity protection often seen and regarded as belonging only to scientists
and people who lives around the forest or rural areas. While the urban people seems only
interested in the ‘final products’ and thus a passive consumers with no interest to safeguard or
conserve the resources for the benefit of future generations.

To have a legitimate and effective implementation of IBSAP, it is possible to make this
document legally-binding in the form of law (Undang-undang) or other type of legal docu-
ments. That is one option to be explored further. But at this stage, it is more important to put
our focus on how to increase public awareness about the facts and problems facing our biodiversity
resources. People have to understand the social and environmental cost caused by destruction
of the biodiversity. Priority should also be given to empower constituent at the local level since
it is the local people, with its local wisdom, who know their resources better than others.

In addition, another important thing to be considered is to clarify the relationship between
IBSAP and other planning documents i.e. how IBSAP can be integrated into and in line with the
national development program (PROPENAS) and contribute to the ministries’ or department
strategic plan (RENSTRA), municipal development program (PROPEDA), and regional laws
(PERDA). Given the high expectation placed upon IBSAP especially on its role as guidance for
policy makers at various levels, effective socialisation, monitoring, and evaluation should be
designed carefully to generate shared vision and understanding about the biodiversity problems
and the proposed action plan.
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tion of the action plans.
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The Biak Coast, at the northern part of the Papua Island, is a natural scenic coastal landscape

that attracts domestic and international tourists. Biak is the largest island in Papua and has

famous snorkeling and tourist spots.



Momordica cochinchinensis or Pakurebu, found in semi open forests, at 0-1000 m above

sea level. The plant, with round, tennis ball sized fruits, is found in Kalimantan and Gorontalo.

It is a unique plant with durian like fruit of attractive colors, however it belongs to the cucumber

family, not to the durian family.


