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P R E F A C E
The Republic of Korea-has been blessed with an abundance
of extraordinary plant and wildlife in addition to its
beautiful natural environment. It is the present
generation's mission to pass this rich biological
diversity onto our descendants, and to contribute to its
conservation and sustainable use.
The value of "Biodiversity", defined as the diversity of
genes, species, and ecosystems, lies in the fact that it
provides many of the necessities required for human
welfare. In addition to maintaining ecological balance,
it also supplies raw materials for food, clothing,
housing and industrial products.
Despite its importance, however, the number of living
organisms and species is rapidly declining due to
and
accelerated urbanization, industrialization,
environmental pollution. Such reductions in biological
diversity represent not only the loss of natural
resources, but also the erosion of inhabitable land.
Therefore, it is essential for Korea's future as well as
that of humankind to curb reckless development that
results in the mass destruction of biological resources
and diversity.
As a responsible member of the global village, the
Republic of Korea has been actively participating in
various international environmental conservation
programs. In this vein, the Republic of Korea acceded to
the Convention on Biological Diversity in October 1994
for the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity. And in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention, the Korean government recently formulated a
long-term National Biodiversity Strategy (NBS) to ensure
the systematic management of Korea's biological
diversity.

The formulation of Korea's
involved numerous public
hearings and review meetings organized by the National
Biodiversity Committee, whose members were drawn from
related government Ministries, research institutions and
several non-governmental organizations
A final
draft of the NBS was submitted to and approved by the
National Cabinet Council, the top governmental decision
making body.
The NBS reflects the Republic of Korea's strong
commitment to the objectives of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, and is part of the Korean
government's ongoing effort to implement policies that
ensure the conservation and sustainable use of Korea's
biological assets.
I hope that the unveiling of Korea's National
Biodiversity Strategy will simulate the active exchange
of information pertaining to the conservation of
biological diversity here at home and abroad.
1997. 12

Minister of Environment,
The Republic of Korea

Yoon,
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Overview of Biodiversity Base in Korea
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The protected areas and natural forest areas in Republic of Korea

The Master Plan forNatural Environment Conservation
Background of Master Plan
The Natural Environment Conservation Act (enacted in 1992.
was enforced to
respond to an increased need to natural environment, and to reduce ecosystem
and natural environment destruction due to rapid economic growth and land
development and use. The same law requires a new Master Plan of Natural
Environment Conservation every 10 years.
According to the Master Plan, an
and cooperative
was
needed among divisions that independently carry out affairs for natural ecosystem
conservation, green management, protection of wild fauna and flora, and
protection of natural scenery in order to suggest basic directions and execution
plans for each area. Therefore the results of the First Basic National Survey of Natural
Ecosystems
1990) and the opinions from related government organizations
were integrated to establish the first Master Plan of Natural Environment
Conservation.
2. Characteristics and foundation of the plan
Foundation of the plan Natural Environment Conservation Act, Article 11, the 1st
Sub-section
The Minister of Environment should establish a Master Plan of Natural Environment
Conservation every 10 years to preserve the natural environment, after discussing
with related ministers of central government agencies, and to finalize it after
consulting with the Committee on Environmental Conservation.
Characteristics
-The basic national plan to set a national goal and to give practical directions
regarding to natural environment conservation
-It is integrated plan to provide central government agencies and local
autonomous bodies with recommendations for preservation, utilization,
development of natural environment
It informs citizens of the goals and direction of natural environment conservation to
promote participation
3. Scope of the plan
Duration of the plan 1994-2003 (10 years)
Scope of the plan An integrated plan including organic connections among
agencies related to the natural environment
Major government agencies Ministries of Home Affairs, Culture and Sports,
Construction and Transportation, the Rural Development Administration and the
Forestry Administration
Natural ecosystem conservation, protection of wild fauna and flora, biological
diversity conservation, sustainable use, protection of natural scenery, designation of
improvements for the natural environment, nourishment of related organizations,
international cooperation, and other utilization and conservation of the natural
environment.
4. Operation of the plan
The execution of the Master Plan guides other plans that are directly related to the
conservation of the nations natural environment.
Related central government agencies should establish detailed self-accomplishment
plans in relation to the concerns of the Master Plan
Majors and governor of a province should establish local natural environment
conservation plans based on the Master Plan
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Conservation areas, municipal water conservation areas, absolute agriculture, forest conservation areas.

.

rich biological diversity

.

with high
migrating species habitats
with high

economic, nd cultural
ecological.

evolutionary

and

importance

of national

A cxoct

is

various survey and

not yet

and because of this. there ore
difficulties establishing
developing

programs

and

for

conservation
nd methods

. Develop
for
.

evaluations and continuous
status

monitoring of
of

.

include these

estimate of

and

through

during development and

conservation and development of economic
for
. Carry out

for ecosystem modification
systems to

for

effective ecosystem management
.

of
results to use for

nd evaluation
monitoring

 notional land Information system

Classification skills

the

most

in biodiversity activities should be
developed

for

checking

biological

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy
1. Identification of Biodiversity Components and Follow-up Monitoring

Most

on

not systematic or comprehensive. Furthermore. there is a

functional approaches that ore needed for
biodiversity. For

effective

sustainable se of biodiversity.

and

medical and genetic resources should be systematically surveyed. Harmful effects
influencing biodiversity components have not been studied
. A national biodiversity
complete the national basic survey

yet.
10

the

to
prescribed by the

Natural Environment Conservation Act.
. The distribution of valuable biological resources.
changes
genes
. Complete

for
continuously surveyed.

survey of the distribution status, development

influence biological

. A detailed

status. and trends in

forest,

of social. economic, cultural

scientific

of the current status of primary biological species, habitat

ecosystem
endemic (indigenous) species,

species, endangered wild

wild species. and species of social. economic. and cultural value

protected

.

the
a n d

of both general

3. Ex-situ Conservation

of protected species
should

particularly research
wildlife
is

Strengthen research on
technology for

strategy : Expand environmental
facilities

and basic

Especially since the

bluegill and boss have been

onshore wetland ecosystems in the
process of their predation on endemic species.

To minimize environmental hazards from
Government must establish
and legislation to evaluate
on

caused by

the

management system
manage hazards

national level.
system and an

. Establish a
arrangement for

hazards of

that controls and manages the proliferation of
have been

and Introduced.

. Strengthen management capabilities for evaluating
of
.

notional network to manage
systematically
for

. Prepare for
bioengineering

is

safety

lack of information regarding

that ore

to biological diversity in Korea a

influence on the environment. The
management system does not control
species effectively.
. Strengthen

better evaluate the

hazards of alien species.
. Improve legislation and systems for
import and proliferation of alien species.
l

Strengthen

and

research on eradicating environmentally hazardous,
alien species.
. Develop and execute a program to control alien
species that are hazardous to ecosystems.
Strengthen public education and advertising on
alien species.

5. Ecosystem Rehabilitation
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Countryside Green

Plan

Definition

Countryside Green Networking can be defined as the green framework in which

wild animals, plants and humans live together. To achieve this, the natural
environment should be preserved more efficiently, destroyed ecosystems must be
restored, and desolate areas where no living organisms survive should be turned into
areas that form habitats where living organisms and humans coexist.

Purpose

The purpose of this plan is to restore and conserve cities, agricultural areas, forests,
and other areas that become degraded and lifeless in the process of industrialization
and urbanization. Through conservation and restoration we can maintain endemic
biological diversity and make the entire country a place where humanity, nature, and
living organisms live together.

Basic Formation

First, five major mountain ranges including Taebaek Mountain, Sobaek Mountain and
Mountain are the basic framework for ecosystem and biodiversity conservation.
This framework will concentrate on connecting the green spaces of the entire country
to allow organisms to live;
Second, not through simply the protection of nature, but also through the
restoration of degraded nature, spaces provided for human and organisms to live
together will be enlarged.
Lastly, for future unification,

the Korea Peninsula will continue

from the DMZ to Pyongyang, Baekdoo and major mountain ranges

Goals
First, through a wildlife corridor that considers the habitats of five major mountain
ranges including Taebaek and Sobaek, and with five mountains as the central artery,
meaningfully connect plains, rivers and cities to a

Networking,. Thus,

wildlife habitats that were destroyed by development will be restored and
connected.
Second,

each city will form and activate natural areas for

organisms to resume living, changing lifeless cities to green cities where humans and
organisms live together.
Third, a new land use precedence emphasizing environmental conservation should
be formed by being faithful to the nature and ecosystem conservation plan. During
public and civilian development projects, natural environments where wildlife can live
should be positively considered.
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Strategy for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
1. Agriculture
Agriculture is an industry for meeting demands for basic human necessities. such as
food. etc., and it is the main industry of

In addition. local economies have

been

and agriculture has

and improved through
in preserving and

environment and

played

functions. including conserving the
cultural traditions.

Agricultural policy has so far negatively affected the agricultural ecosystem due to the
development and supply of high-yield varieties to enhance food production, the
expansion of fertilizer

use. the development of stockbreeding. the

promotion of converting to machinery, etc.

policy must
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environmental pollution prohibition in preparation for natural environmental
and safe agricultural and livestock products which have recently become
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Capacity Building for Biodiversity Management
Improvement of Management System
management should be based on ecological processes ond the needs and
of local communities.

the

and enforcement of

diversity conservation should be based on biological regions that reflect ecological and
social circumstances.
from related government agencies and international assistance should
form

bio-regional approach. The bio-regional approach varies depending on the
of the

Of authority, the sensitivity to variations in local

conditions. and the comprehension of socio-economic goals. For broadening
participation in the decision process. government agencies must be reformed.
In the local governing system. decision-making authority is bestowed to local residents,
thus deeply influencing the designation and management of protected areas.
Therefore. we should make

to resolve conflicts between the central government.

provincial governments. ond local residents In order to ascertain the designation and
management of protected areas. For local resources. incentive

for

collaborative management between the central government. provincial governments,
and local residents should be considered.

n

.

Clearly define management goals and set priorities based on lung term sustainability
humans

major component of ecosystem. recognize the spatial

Ecosystem Approach
Concept

An ecosystem is a community in which biotic and
organisms are reciprocally
related, and it includes human and physical environments which interact with the
community.
The ecosystem approach is a method of sustaining and/or rehabilitating natural
systems as well as its functions and value. Being goal-oriented and based on a vision
of future conditions, which are desirable and developed jointly, it integrates
ecological, economic, and social factors. This approach is mainly applicable to the
range of local borders as defined as ecological boundaries.
The goal of this approach is to maintain and to sustain the health of ecosystems,
productivity, biodiversity, and quality of life. This goal can be accomplished through a
method that approaches natural resource management by fully integrating social
and economic goals. These are essential to preserve the air we breathe, the water we
drink, and the food we eat and also to conserve natural resources sustainably for
future generations.

Frame of ecosystem approach

Define the range of interests and concerns (considering economic, social, cultural,
and ecological factors)
Participation of all persons concerned (participating as a principle body)
Develop a common vision regarding the future desirable conditions of ecosystems
Characterize a historical ecosystem and present economical, environmental, social
conditions and trends in the ecosystem concerned.
Establish the goal of the ecosystem.
Establish and execute an action plan to achieve the goal.
Evaluate the result and monitor conditions.
Implement applicable management based on changes of circumstances.

Characteristics of ecosystem approach

Generalization (a comprehensive approach method to protect, preserve, and utilize
ecological resources, communities, and economies sustainably).
Integration (strengthening an imperative relation between economic prosperity and
environmental welfare through ecological conservation and human necessity)
Participation of citizens as a principal body.
Recognition of a fundamental relationship between human communities and the
environment

Collaborative management of biodiversity by local and central
government

Biological resources such as forests and ecosystems cannot be sustainably managed
exclusively by communities or governments.
Governments should recognize interests and privileges of local communities, as local
communities should acknowledge that their privileges accompany relevant
responsibilities and limits.
Central and local governments should meet the six following basic requirements If
collaborative management is to be successful

l

Government organizations and managers should acquire new attitudes and skills to
respect the necessary conditions and knowledge of local communities. This should
serve

l

part of managing resources not as an obstacle.

Collaborative management is necessary to bestow privilege to weak social groups
in local communities, especially to women and those who do not own property.

l

Local communities should be sufficiently organized to negotiate with the central
government with relative equality.

. Collaborative management means mixing new and old ideas and technology.
Traditional or *modern methods are not substantially better or worse.

l

A collaborative management plan should generate visible economic benefits for
the community and, at the same time, meet national management goals.
collaborative management system should be supported through clear
endowments of legal privilege and responsibilities, including the processes of
possession privilege, contract agreement, and debate settlement
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4. Exchange of Information and
Tec hnology
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. Facilitate technology transfers through the
Clearing House Mechanism network both
and internationally.
. Strengthen cooperative systems
projects in order to facilitate the exchange of
biodiversity technology information between
government agencies. research institutes, colleges,
enterprises, etc.
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