s L %

Please provide the following details on the origin of this report

= Ministry of Forestry & Environment

K.A.S. Gunasekera

Ministry of Forestry & Environment
104/a, Kithulwatta Road,

Borella, Colombo 08,

Sri Lanka

94-1-877290, 8291
94-1-671164, 877292

94-1-877292
94-1-671165

Gamini Gamage

Ministry of Forestry & Environment
104/A, Kithulwatta Road,

Borella, Colombo 08,

Sri Lanka

94-1-671411

94-1-61165
94-1-61406

envgreen@sltnet.lk




Please provide summary information on the précess by which this report has been pretvared,
including information on the types of stakeholders who have been actively involved in its
preparation and on material which was used as a basis for the report

As National Focal Point to the CBD, the Ministry of Forestry and
Environment(MFE) has its own division to handle Natural Resource
Management affairs. In that Division there is a section called
Biodiversity Secretariat which handle Biodiversity affairs and
issues at the national level.

This Biodiversity Secretariat has number of coordinating
mechanisms to receive and dissaminate Biodiversity related
information and also it has the ability to integrate many
Biodiversity related concerns into other agencies, NGOs and other
organizations programs through these coordinating mechanisms.

One success story of these coordinating mechanisms is the
attraction of MFE's attention in the spread of invasive species
in Sri Lanka. For the first time after a long time in the vear
1988/99 the MFE got todits notice the spread of Mimosa pigra,
Parthenium histeroporus,Aligator weed in Sri Lanka through its
stockeholders in the above mentioned coordinating committees.

Upon these information, the MFE treated the spread of these alien
invasive species is a national issues and a severe threat to Sri
Lanka's native Biota. Then, it organized Sri Lanka's first ever
awareness workshop on Alien Invasive Species in Colombo. This
was participated by various govt., department and ministries,
NGO's, CBOs, University academics etc and in that meeting, the
MFE could gather substential ammount of information on Alien
Invasive Species and their effects on ecosystems in Sri Lanka
through number of invited presentations by local experts. These
base of information were compiled as a proceeding and it was used
to complete this report.

A copy of the executive summery, introduction and recommendations
of the senior proceedings are attached herewith.




Article 8h Alien species

Decision IV/I Report and recommendations of the third meeting of SBSTTA
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Further comments

This has reference to the details given in page 4 too. After
the first National Awareness seminar on Alien Invasive
Species, (MFE) took it into its thorough notice that the
spread of Alien Invasive gpecies in Sri Lanka should be given
a national priority and treat it as a serious igsue in
Biodiversity conservation.

After several meetings with experts and stakeholders the MFE
is now planning following activities to control, manage and
eradicate Alien Invasive Species in Sri Lanka.

a. To appoint 2 steering committtes to advice
the MFE on Alien Invasive Fauna and Alien
Invasive Flora

b. To prepare an Action Plan to control,
manage and Mitigate Alien Invasive Species
in 8ri Lanka

c. To revise relevant policies and legislations
to control and Mitigate the entrance and
spread of Alien Invasive Species in Sri
Lanka.

d. To build the capacity in the MFE and other
line agency officials specially in the Dept.
customs and Quarantine Institutions {Flora
and Fauna) on Alien Invasive Species.

The largest limitation in achieving the above factors is lack
of funds and finances in establishing data bases, building
up capacity, establishing connections with other
international organizations like GISP etc and in acquaring
mobility to monitor the spread of Invasive Species and also
to monitor and evaluate the success of the action plan which
is going to be brought up in the near future.

Help from overseas experts in this above regards will be very
advantageous to the MFE. 1f the CBD can organize a grant
funding source will also be very helpful to the MFE to
carryout its activities more efficiently.

The MFE has already funded to conduct a policy related study
on Alien Invasive Flora namely "Species Site Relationship for
Invasive Behaviour of some selected plant species in Sri
Lanka. (Authour: Dr., H.M,G.S5.B. Hitinayake, Senior Lecturer,

" - Dept. of Cerﬁg?@ence, Universdity of Peradeniya, Sri.Jlanka) -
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THE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Biodiversity forms the foundation for sustainable development and is the basis for

the environmental health of all ecosystems and the source of economic and

" ecological security for present and future generations. Sri Lanka is regarded as one

of the Biological Hot Spots in the world. This recognition alone depicts the
extraordinary position that Sri Lanka holds in the sense of biodiversity among other

countries.

Loss of biodiversity has been reported with time inrall communities and ecosystems
globally, which bas resulted from various natural and other forms of human
disturbances. The nations of the world gave a cleam expression of their concern that
“biological diversity ié being significantly reduced due to human activities” when
more than 150 countries became signatories to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) within two weeks in 1992, and a rapid ratification process,
subsequently. Sri Lanka became a signatory to the CBD in 1992, ratified in 1994,

and the Ministry of Forestry and Environment was identified as the focal point for

activities related to the Biological Diversity.

There is a growing international concern on the invasive behavior of alien plants, as

their impact natural biodiversity is immense and usually irreversible. The global

impact of the alien invasive plant species has been recognized in the Convention on
Biological Diversity, which calls for the control and monitoring of alien species
that threaten ecosystems, habitats and species (i.e. “Prevent the introduction of,

control or eradicate those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or

species” —article 8 (h) of the CBD!.

n accordance with the above, the Ministry of Forestry and Environment has taken

initiatives in the form of following to overcome the threats of alien invasive species
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