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Pl ease provide sunmary infornmation on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including infornmation on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on materi al

whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

Questionaries were sent from the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of El
Salvador to national taxonomic institutions by e-mail. Then, we (the Ministry of Environment
and Natural Resources) held a meeting and re-explained the GTI work program as well as
completed the questionary jointly. The participants institutions were: the Natural History
Museum, the Biology School at Universidad de El Salvador, and a Botanical Garden (Jardin
Botanico La Laguna).




REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOWY | NI TI ATI VE

Programre of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Operational Objective 1. Assess taxonom c needs and capacities at national
regi onal and gl obal levels for the inplementation of the Convention

1. Has your country undertaken any taxonom c needs assessnents and identified
priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessnent is under way

c) yes, sone needs assessnents made (pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive assessnments made (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on country-based taxonom c needs assessnments and identification of
priorities

Pl ease see bel ow.

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regiona
t axonom ¢ needs assessnents and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but some collaborative projects are being considered or
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provi de details) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on regional taxononmic needs assessnent and identification of
priorities

Mesoaneri can assessnent on taxonom ¢ needs and capacities. February 2001 (NBIO Costa
Ri ca)

Al so, there's a programon capacity building for central aneri can herbari a.

3. Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonom c needs
assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details) X

Further comments on the involvenment in the activities for the global taxonom c needs
assessnent

RED MESOVAERI CANA DE RECURSCS BI OTl COS
RED DE HERBARI S DE MESCAMERI CA Y EL CARI BE
Bl ONET | NTERNATI ONAL

Fundi ng from the London Natural H story Miseum for supporting GIl activities. Products
were: national inventory on coffee plantation associated trees, ferns, wasps, and
al so, scientific exchanges.




4. |s your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to
pronote the inplenentati on of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no

b) yes, sone progranmmes developed and sone activities undertaken X
(pl ease provide detail s)

c) yes, conprehensive programmes developed and nany activities
undert aken (please provide details)

Further comments on public educati on and awar eness progranmes and activities

Pl ease see bel ow.

Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and maintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biological
speci mens that are the basis for taxonom c know edge

5. |Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to
support access to and generation of taxonomi c information!?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone progranmes under devel opnent

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further comments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxonom c information

Pl ease see bel ow.

6. |Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
networks for regional cooperation in taxonomy?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way

c) no, but some plans and programes are under devel oprment

d) yes, sone activities wundertaken for this purpose (please X
provi de detail s)

e) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide detail s)

Further comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonomy

El Sal vador supports MESOAMERI NET.

Also, other related networks are:

Herbaria network (The Natural H story Miseunj,

Mesoaneri can network on biotic resources (Biology School, University of El Sal vador)
London Natural Hi story Miseum

Agreenment for the creation of the Mesoaneri can Miseum network (Natural Hi story Miseum

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




Oper ati onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i mproved and ef fective
i nfrastructure/ system for access to taxonomic information, with priority on
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

7. |Is your country involved in the developnment of a coordinated global taxonony
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/i nf ormati on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are being considered X

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details)

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on involvenent in the devel opnent of a coordinated global taxonony
informati on system

Pl ease see bel ow.

Qperational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programes of the
Convention include key taxonom c objectives to generate information needed for
deci si on-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its components

8. Has your country nade any taxononmi c studies and inventories at the national |evel
which provide a basic assessment of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation val ue?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme studies and inventories nade (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nade (please provide
detail s)

Furt her comments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories made for a basic assessnent of
forest biological diversity

Regardi ng the Programme on Forest Biological Diversity:

Nowadays there’s a national forest inventory going on. Also, there are sone
inventories on flora and fauna for the protected areas and unprotected forested areas.

9. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities relating to marine and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomic work related to identification of
bal l ast water organisnms and nonitoring health of nmangrove systens through their
i nvertebrate fauna?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

e) yes, many neasures undertaken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities identified in the progranme of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

Pl ease see bel ow.




10. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenmenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humd |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa |like |Iichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel opment

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provi de details) X

e) yes, nmany activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further comments on taxonomic support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-huni d | ands bi odiversity

Regardi ng the Programme on dry and sub-humid | ands bi odi versity:

The private botanical garden “La Laguna” has been performng research on lichens in 3
different dry tropical forests of El Sal vador.

11. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenmenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
monitoring for river and | ake heal th?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on inland waters biodiversity

Pl ease see bel ow.

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities identified in the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soi
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no

b) no, but sone activities are being planned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities for the inplenentation of the
progranmme of work on agricultural biodiversity

Pl ease see bel ow.

13. Is your country devel oping any taxonom c support for the inplenmentation of the
programme of work on nmountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity components uni que to nountain ecosystens?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, limted support (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant support (please provide details)




Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programme of work
on nmount ai n bi odi versity

MARN has supported research in coleoptera, |epidoptera, hymenoptera, vertebrate and
pl ant taxononmy in different nountain ecosystens established as national protected
ar eas.

Al so, a national inventory strategy has been prompted by MARN in El Sal vador.

14. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the
progranme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opment

c) yes, some programmes in place and are being inplemented (please | X
provi de details)

d) yes, conprehensive programres are being inplenented (please
provi de details)

Further coments on taxonom c support provided to the inplenmentation of the progranmme
of work on protected areas

Pl ease see bel ow.

Qperational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxonom c objectives to generate information needed for
deci si on-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its components

15. Has your country taken any neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme neasures taken (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Further comrents on the measures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing

Dat abase for the Natural Hi story Miseum Herbarium in association with MARN O her
dat abases will be created later.

The National Biodiversity Inventory and Mnitoring Strategy.

Nati onal capacity building strategy on access and benefit sharing.

16. Has your country devel oped taxonom ¢ support to address the issues of invasive
al i en speci es?

a) no

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel oprment

c) yes, some policies and programmes in place (please provide [ X
detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please
provi de details)

Further comments on taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive alien species




Pl ease see bel ow.

17. Has your country devel oped taxonom c information systemto support the naintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and local comunities in accordance with Article 8(j) and related
provi si ons?

a) no X

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, a taxonomc information system in place (please provide
detail s)

Further coments on the taxonomic information system to support the naintenance,
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal communities

Pl ease see bel ow.

18. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities that support the
impl enentati on of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessnents,
noni toring and i ndi cators?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, some programmes in place (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive programes in place (please provide details)

Further comrents on progranmes and activities to support the inplenmentation of the
ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents, nonitoring and indicators

MARN publ i shed a national biodiversity inventory strategy which includes the ecosystem
appr oach.

Al so, there’'s a biodiversity inventory manual, and includes indicators and nonitoring.
Currently it’s been inpl enmented

If your country wshes to provide additional information on
i mplementation of this progranme of work, please do so in the
foll owi ng space

El Sal vador needs support on the inplenentation of Biodiversity Inventory and
Monitoring Strategy, including strengthening of institutional capacities and human
resour ces.

RE 1 ¢)

Through Bi odiversity Enabling Activities (UNDP/GEF), MARN produced a nationa
assessnent on taxonony. As well as a National Strategy for Inventories and

Bi odi versity Mbnitoring.

There are assessnents on Mesoanerican flora, including El Salvador. The assessnents
are associated to lichens, fungi, npsses, herbarium state and areas where studi es have
been conduct ed

Al so, a sal vadoran assessnent on national taxonom c needs and capacities is included
in the Mesoanerican di agnosis.




RE 4 b)

Speeches on the matter as requested by different society sectors. The Mnistry of the
Envi ronnent and Natural Resources (MARN) coordinates these activities with NGO, Miseum
of Natural Hi story, Mnistry of Education. Ot her institutions also are involved

MARN produced an Inventory Manual, included in the National Strategy for Inventories
and Biodiversity Mnitoring. A so, MANR gave courses on how to apply the Inventory
Manual .

RE 5 ¢)

MARN has information on biodiversity matters within its web. Sonme up dating is given
to the informati on and associ at ed personnel

MARN has al so a devel oped informatics structure, agreenents with other rel ated
institutions, including NASA (SIAM http://servir.nsstc.nasa.gov) to nmonitor forest
coverage, forest fires, coral health, red tides and other biodiversity information in
Central Anerica

There's al so the Mesoanerican Biodiversity Infornmation System (S| MEBI O) proposed by
the Central American Conmi ssion for Environment and Devel opnent to exchange

bi odi versity information for decision takers anpbngst the 8 nesoanerican countries.
Still under devel opnent

RE 7 b)

Access to information is through MARN website.

O her institutions such as Natural Hi story Museum Private botanical garden “La
Laguna”, Biology School at University of El Sal vador |ack websites for public access.
Dat abases are not avail abl e at Biol ogy School/University of El Salvador. The Nationa
Hi story Museumis coordinating with MARN a digital database about its collections. The
private garden nmentioned has a database but not for public access.

Sone information is displayed at International |ABIN website

Al so, our country attended GBI F neetings.

RE 9 d)

Regardi ng the Programme on Coastal and Marine Biol ogical Diversity:

There is sonme new i nfornation on narine biodiversity (2000-2004). Minly pol ychaetes
nudi branchs, corals, chitons and macroal gae. Mdst of it available at MARN website

Al so, a paper on a new fish species collected in El Sal vador was published in Zoot axa
recently (462:1-15, 2004).

Regardi ng ball ast water, no foreign species have been detected so far, but the narine
al ga Acantophora spicifera, which has invaded a very inmportant rocky reef in shall ow
waters. We ignore the origin of the algae, not registered in the area 10 years ago.
Frequent renoval by hand has been recomended.

MARN i s about to start a nonitoring plan on nangrove health by neasuring fecal |evels
(NWMP/ 100 m') in black clams (Anadara tubercul osa). Main estuaries will be included
Sanpling will be perforned tow tines a year.

RE 11 c)

Regardi ng the Programe of work on inland waters biodiversity:

There are sone national docunents on fish inventories in continental waters, but
oriented to fisheries.

There are very few docunents (not edited) on invertebrates and aquatic plants as

bi oi ndi cators. Lack of know edge on continental aquatic invertebrate taxonony.

MARN utilizes nmacroinvertebrates in assessnent reports when a pollution case in rivers
in denounced. MARN decl ares severe cases of organic matter pollution and oxygen

depl etion in water when the only present group are chironom ds. MARN has neasured

wat er paranmeters to confirmthis in many freshwater environments.

RE 12 c)

Regardi ng the Programme of Work on Agricultural Biodiversity:
The Natural Hi story Museum of El Sal vador has been involved in inventories of




col eoptera, |epidoptera, hynenoptera, but not really related to agricultura

bi odi versity.

The project “Biodiversity and coffee” produced an inportant document on the nost

i mportant biodiversity associated to coffee plantations, as well as other

envi ronment al benefits.

The Mnistry of Agriculture and Cattle through its Center for the Transfer of
Agricultural and Forest Technol ogy (CENTA) joined the International Treaty on

Phyt ogeneti c Resources for Feeding and Agriculture (FAO 2001)

Al so, the Mnistry of Agriculture and Cattle has been working on bees as pollinators.
Hol I and assi st ance.

RE 14 c)

Nati onal protected areas have been proposed based on the presence of biodiversity as
wel | as ecol ogi cal properties.

Sone studies on biodiversity (fauna-vertebrates- and flora) were carried out at the
current national protected areas. Sonme studies are still going on.

In the narine protected and proposed areas sone studies on invertebrates and fishes
have been performed. Actually only one nmarine protected area is official, and
mangroves occurs there. Also, the confirmation of hard corals presence on a rocky reef
is a key factor to declare a nmarine protected area in El Sal vador.

More informati on on www. nmarn. gob. sv (bi odi versidad y ecosi stenmas).

RE 16 c)

MARN produced the document: “Establishment of national information node about the

i nvasi ve species in El Salvador”-Inter-Anerican Biodiversity Network-Project |ABIN
I3N. Includes a diagnosis on the invasive species in the country.

A national diagnosis on invasive species has been produced in association to | ABIN.
This informati on was distributed in CD. The docunent includes 3 groups: invertebrates,
vertebrates and flora. Each species is well docunented with a technical report.

RE 17 a)

There's a regi onal GEF project: “Integrated Ecosystem Managenent in |ndi genous

Communi ties” that includes Guatemal a, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador, N caragua, Costa
Ri ca and Panama and is oriented to support a network of indigenous conmmunities engaged
in integrated ecosystem nanagenent in the Central American region. Also, it is
expected that indigenous comunities devel op a conmon vision about natural resources
and their traditional use. The project was approved on may 21, 2004.
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