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Theme 4: Sharing Benefits of Genetic Resources

Vision: Traditional resource owners and communities are fully involved and are primary beneficiaries from conservation and resource management of Palau’s biodiversity. The rights of traditional ecological knowledge holders are fully protected.

Goal: Within five years resource owners and communities are implementing sustainable resource management and conservation practices and sharing the benefits, with full legal protection.

Objective

Objective 1: Create a multi-stakeholder committee to develop and lobby for adoption of legislation protecting Palau’s genetic resources

1.1 Source funding for collaboration between regional and international consultant to work with the existing legal services to research and draft legislation for protecting and maximizing equitable benefit sharing of genetic resources.

1.2 Review and improve the existing permitting for use of Palau’s genetic resources to ensure the rights of Palauans are met.

Objective 2: Develop and implement a public awareness/education program

2.1 Conduct multi-stakeholder workshops

2.2 Develop and distribute literature on genetic resources benefit sharing

Objective 3: Develop and implement an effective enforcement and management program

3.1 Develop an authority that consists of members well versed in genetic resource management issues to issue permits and ensure that the conditions of the permit are met.

3.2 Disseminate information about the research projects and their findings to the public

3.3 Monitor the progress of all permitted research projects to ensure that all conditions of the permit are satisfactorily met.

Objective 4: To promote community participation in biodiversity conservation

4.1 Develop community contacts to establish and improve communication, to exchange information, and promote management and conservation.

4.2 Work with traditional men’s and women’s groups to promote biodiversity conservation.

4.3 Support existing environmental groups in the schools at all levels.

Objective 5: To increase awareness & promote the use of traditional management practices together with science & technology.

5.1 Encourage Palauans to pursue degrees in science & take pride in Palau’s unique biodiversity.

5.2 Document & publicize traditional knowledge on resource use & management practices.

5.3 Strengthen coordination & cooperation between traditional, State & National leaders to ensure integration of traditional & modern resource management practices are implemented & maintained through legislation.

Objective 6: To promote community capacity to launch & successfully manage small businesses that enhance & benefit from biodiversity.

6.1 Conduct training for Chamber of Commerce on the benefits of promoting conservation and resource management of biodiversity

6.2 Share expertise between businesses & give incentives for 1st time business owners for implementing sustainable practices

6.3 Develop and implement special loan programs for small businesses doing environmentally sustainable development (i.e. ecotourism)
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