Solomon Islands
Solomon Islands
 presented a theme on benefit sharing and access to genetic resources. About 85% of Solomon Islanders depend directly on natural productive systems for their livelihood. These resources are often centred on traditional lifestyles which are regarded to be sustainable. However, due to foreign influences including market forces these traditional systems are being displaced. The potential benefits from these resources are huge, yet there is currently insufficient legislation to govern how such benefits can be equitably shared between the developer and resource owners, or how to access and exploit genetic resources without destroying ones birthright. The commercialization of intellectual property (from biodiversity resources) is another concern. In many cases, traditional developers and land owners are exploited because they received little or none of these benefits. The government is obliged to commit itself to the convention by adopting intellectual property rights legislation and policies that would enable equitable sharing, access to genetic resources and respect for traditional knowledge to be achieved at the national, provincial and community level.

Strategy goal: To ensure that access of genetic resources are properly managed and controlled as well as the benefits from the use of our genetic resources are fairly shared through appropriate legislation, ordinances and access protocols.

Objective 1: Ensure that appropriate measures and regulatory framework to control access to genetic resources are upheld. Actions: Recruit/engage a lawyer or economist to assist in the design and implementation of the framework for ABS of genetic resources. Carry out national assessment on risks and lost opportunities on genetic material. Establish an interagency network to collate existing and new genetic data. Create a National database and storage for genetic resources discovered (Gene Bank for useful flora and fauna). Recruit officers and conduct training program for quarantine, and personnel from other relevant agencies, to implement the regulatory framework.

Objective 2: Ensure that benefits are shared according to the set guidelines/criteria. Actions: Develop set guidelines or criteria to effectively carry out benefit sharing.

Objective 3: Proper coordination between responsible ministries dealing with genetic resources. Action: Partner agencies dealing with genetic resources to collaborate by sharing information.

Objective 4: Ensure recognition of ownership of these resources/intellectual property rights (Traditional knowledge and its cultural aspects). Action: Develop regulations within appropriate legislation to protect, control access and use of genetic material and traditional knowledge of those materials (patenting).

Solomon Islands
 reviewed the theme: Benefit sharing and access to genetic resources:

· Objective 1: Ensure appropriate and regulatory framework to control access to genetic resources is upheld. Some relevant aspects of the issue is covered under the new PA Act 2010. Current efforts are externally initiated through bio prospecting efforts of research organizations. Most initiatives are done under the International Plant Genetic Resources initiative. Some existing Material Transfer Agreements seem to be the other relevant instrument at present.

· Objective 2: To ensure that benefits are shared according to the set guidelines/criteria. Guidelines are yet to be developed?

· Objective 3: Proper coordination between responsible ministries dealing with genetic resources. Information sharing occurs with the relevant government ministries but are not properly coordinated and do not occur within a well-developed framework.

· Objective 4: To ensure recognition of ownership of these resources/intellectual property rights(Traditional knowledge and its cultural aspects). Relevant regulations can be developed under the new PA Act 2010
Solomon Islands is already a party to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGFRA) and can make use of such facilities to meet CBD objectives. Material Transfer Agreements exists for accessions managed under the regional germplasm bank in the Secretariat of the Pacific Community which covers food and agriculture resources. This MTA can be used for other materials outside of food and agriculture resources such as in forestry and marine resources. Some similar arrangements had been with some other external institutions in relation to some non-timber materials under forestry. The MTA currently being used is relevant to the objectives of the CBD and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. The issue is now covered in the new Protected Areas Act 2010. Use of genetic resources and bio-prospecting are covered and will be further addressed in the regulations to the Act which are currently being developed.

The uses of accessions managed under the regional germplasm bank are covered under relevant MTA and MOU. The accessions can be shared by the countries within the region and other interested parties. A private overseas commercial entity has had some arrangement with a local community to supply resources for its medicinal use.
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