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Goal 7:  Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change and pollution.
Kenya lies astride the equator and the impacts of climate change are getting more and more intense. Prolonged droughts are causing seasonal variation in vegetation cover and animal population dynamics never witnessed before.  The drought of 2003/2004 led to deaths of wildlife and livestock and occasioned serious human – wildlife conflicts throughout the country.  The current ongoing drought (2008/2009) is even more intense.  Most of the small rivers are running dry as the water catchment areas fail to supply adequate water to flow.  The situation is aggravated by the deforestation which continues to threaten all the catchment areas.

There is evidence that ecosystems structures are fast changing in response to global warming. For example, malaria transmitting mosquitoes have recently spread to cover highland areas which traditionally were out of their distribution range.  This of course poses a national health challenge.

Agricultural biodiversity too is facing a challenge form climate change.  For example in the ASAL tuber crops like the sweet potato are threatened with extinction.  Unlike cereal or other grain crops which can be stored for a long time, the sweet potato can only survive if it is continuously growing.  Drought of more than one year leaves the farmers with no planting material.  Livestock too is threatened by climate change which also complicates the ecology and biology of the disease vector.

The marine corals have been observed to be undergoing bleaching as a result of high temperatures and pollution.  Mangrove forests also are reportedly suffering from pollution and this will no doubt have negative impacts on the biodiversity structure therein.

It should, however, be pointed out that Kenya has not carried out a systematic evaluation of the consequences of climate change on biodiversity conservation. This needs to be done as a matter of urgency.
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