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With the International Climate Initiative (ICI) the Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) established in 2008 an innovative instrument for financing climate protection projects in developing and newly industrialising countries including projects for the conservation of biodiversity with relevance for climate change mitigation and adaptation. The Federal Environment Ministry is using an innovative source of funding by using part of the revenues generated from auctioning emission trading allowances (within the European Emissions Trading System ETS). According to the scheme the resources are used both within Germany but also in other (developing) countries. This new form of environmental cooperation complements the German Government's existing development cooperation. 
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