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1. Introduction 

Suriname reported1 that the Constitution of the Republic of Suriname provides the legal basis for a 

sustainable environmental policy in Article 6g: “The common objective of the State is to establish and 

encourage conditions required to preserve nature and to safeguard the ecological balance.”  

In accordance with article 40 of the Constitution a Multi-Annual Development Plan (MOP) needs to be 

set out. The Multi-Annual Development Plan 2006-2011 is a multi-sector sustainable development policy 

of the Government of Suriname (GoS) and is formulated as: “an integrated approach of sustainable 

development in which human and economic development are mutually dependent and in which an 

equitable distribution is the basis for the common rights and duties of government and civilians”.  

It is recognized that environment is a cross-cutting issue. Therefore, economic and social development 

needs to be implemented in a sustainable manner in order to safeguard a healthy environment.  

In this MOP 2006-2011 environment receives significantly more attention than before and the plan is 

fully focused on sustainability. A healthy environment is considered one of the basic conditions for 

development: environmental protection should always be an integrated part of the development 

process and should no longer be considered as a separate issue. One of the 6 development policy 

priorities of the GoS is the sustainable exploitation of natural resources and development of new 

economic sectors.  

The MOP 2006-2011 also states that the integrated national environmental policy is based on the 

following principles: 

- a precautionary approach 

- conducting environmental impact assessments (EIA) 

- the polluter pays 

- information, participation and legal protection.  

2. Mining  

Sub-sector: gold mining 

One of the sectoral contributors to the GDP is gold mining. In 2010, there were significant increases in 

price of gold and the production of gold mining. In comparison with the total production of 2009, there 

was an increase of 5.8% in 2010.  

                                                           
1
 Suriname (2012). The Fourth National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ministry of Labor, 

Technological Development and Environment, Paramaribo, Suriname, December 2012, 58 pp. 
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3. Agriculture 

Sub-sector: rice 

The Agricultural Sector Plan (ASP) is drafted for the medium to long-term development of the sector and 

was approved for the period 2005-2008. The ASP gives direction to the policy to be pursued in that 

planning period. It pursues an integrated and sustainable agricultural system with the following main 

objectives:  

1.  food security and food safety for the total population;  

2.  income generation and growth for the entrepreneurs and workers in the sector;  

3.  a  larger contribution  to  the  national  economy  in  the  form  of  production,  employment, exports 

and regional distribution of economic activities.  

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) also give direction to the implementation of the ASP, while 

implementation is furthermore attuned to the Public Sector Reform program. The ASP will be 

implemented in 13 sub-areas that are divided by theme or by sub-sector. 

4. Forestry  

The legal framework for the forestry sector is the 1982 Forest Management Act. In 2003 a National 

Forest Policy for Suriname was formulated and was the step toward a coherent forest management. For 

the implementation of the National Forest Policy, an Interim Strategic Action Plan (ISAP) was formulated 

in 2009. This ISAP is set out for the period 2009-2013 and was developed in broad consultation with all 

stakeholders of the forest sector.  

The following policy principles were set out in the Multi-Annual Development Plan:  

1. Set up an efficient and effective structure for environmental conservation, guidelines for 

environmental management and effective control mechanisms;  

2. Formulation of an integrated national environmental policy and establishment of adequate 

environmental laws;  

3. Conservation of and the sustainable use of biodiversity, as well as a benefit-sharing mechanism 

for the use of biodiversity; 

4. Sustainable use of biological resources;  

5. Research and education for the responsible use of biotechnology, access to genetic resources 

and associated traditional knowledge with distribution in proportion to  income; 

6. Development of a strategy and guidelines for sustainable management of chemicals; 

7. A structural and sustainable method of waste management;  
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8. Introduction of an appropriate policy for sustainable land use;  

9. Set up a system for the sustainable use of water resources;  

10. Protection of our fragile coastal area against the adverse effects of climate change; 

11. Reduction of the concentrations of gases in the atmosphere in order to reduce the greenhouse 

effect by the use of "clean" energy boost. 

The Ecosystems Approach as a strategy of the CBD has not received any significant attention in 

Suriname. However, the principles that are guiding this approach have also been guiding protected area 

management, and have been doing so well before the CBD came into force. By the mid-1970s, the 

concept of integral management of the coastal zone was being discussed in Suriname, in line with the 

contemporary RAMSAR ‘wise use’ (of wetlands) concept. The concept became a reality when the first 

coastal Multiple Use Management Area (MUMA) was established in Suriname in 1987. Three more 

MUMAs in the coastal zone were established in 2002.  

For the conservation of the mangroves and freshwater coastal wetlands the existing and pending 

legislation, protection regulations and management plans will be updated and implemented. Mangrove 

conservation is one of the cornerstones of the proposed resilience-based coastline strategy. Therefore, 

all mangrove forests will be given the status of ‘Special Protection Forest’. More than two-thirds of 

Suriname’s mangroves and other coastal wetlands are protected in nature reserves or managed as 

Multiple Use Management Areas (MUMAs). Management Plans have been drafted for all the MUMAs. 

From West to East: Bigi Pan MUMA; North Coronie MUMA, North Saramacca MUMA, North 

Commewijne-Marowijne MUMA. 

MUMAs are established to optimize long-term natural productivity and conservation, which take into 

consideration the demands of vulnerable natural ecosystems. The status of an area as a MUMA means 

that there are special regulations for what is allowed and what not, and any planned developments will 

be subject to a thorough assessment of potential environmental impacts prior to approval. If this 

process is indeed continued, Suriname will then have a series of coastal protected areas that are 

managed in agreement with the Ecosystems Approach. 

5. Processes and initiatives to integrate biodiversity into sectors 

International perspective 

Other biodiversity-related conventions to which Suriname is signatory are (among others): CITES, 

Convention on Migratory Species, Ramsar and the World Heritage Convention, UNFCCC, UNCCD.  

Specific institutions in the public sector are assigned as focal points of these conventions. Thus policies 

and activities of these public institutions are also tailored to the goals and objectives of the 

aforementioned conventions.  
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Regional perspective 

Suriname is signatory to the Amazon Cooperation Treaty (ACT), a treaty on development cooperation 

among South American nations with Amazonian territories. Since the early 1990s, Suriname participates 

in the programs and activities of the ACT and Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO), created 

in 1998 to support the implementation of the ACT. Suriname has had a prominent role in the CEMAA 

(Special Commission on Environment in the Amazon Region) network of ACT in the 1990s; this network 

focuses on environmental matters, incl. wildlife and protected areas. During the 1990s, activities took 

place in Suriname within the framework of a number of programs that were prepared and implemented 

or at least coordinated by ACT/ACTO. 

National perspective  

6. Environmental management structure 

The Constitution of the Republic of Suriname (1987) provides the legal basis for a sustainable 

environmental policy in its Article 6g: “The common objective of the State is to focus on the 

establishment of and encourage conditions required for the preservation of nature and to safeguard the 

ecological balance.”  Adherence to these principles is witnessed through participation in the major 

environmental conventions.  

The following existing and draft legislation and other regulatory provisions are the basis for the 

conservation of biodiversity components: 

Nature Conservation Act (1954) regulates the establishment of (strict) Nature Reserves. It is used among 

other things to protect some areas where globally important populations of marine turtles, migratory 

shorebirds and resident waterfowl occur.  

Forest Management Act (1992) regulates timber and NTFP extraction and the collection of plants/plant 

products (for trade). It can be used to protect endangered or vulnerable plant species.  

Species 

- Game Act (1954), which was further regulated through  the Game Acts of 2002 and 2009 (for 

Oryzoborus crassiostris ); this law regulates hunting and the collection of animal species (for trade). It 

is also used to enforce CITES in Suriname 

- Nature Conservation Act (1954) 

Agriculture 

- Plant Protection Act (Government Decree 1965 no. 102) 

- Pesticides Act (Government Decree 1972 no. 151, amended 2005, no 18; 2005, no 21; 2012, no 

65) 
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- Seed Act (Government Decree 2005 no. 51) 

Fishery 

- Maritime Fishery Decree (SB. 1980 no. 144). Law with regulations for marine fishery, including  

the regulation that prohibits nationals and foreigners to fish in the fishery zone without a valid license 

- Law of 21 December 2001 (S.B.2001 no.120) to modify the 1980 Maritime Fishery Decree (this 

law adjusts the government fees  to comply with global, social and economic circumstances) 

- Fish Stock Protection Act (G.B. 1961 no. 44) (rules regarding fishery activities in the inland 

waterways) 

- Fish Stock Protection Act (1961) regulates licenses and methods to catch fish and species/sizes 

allowed to catch. It can be used to protect endangered or vulnerable fish species and overexploitation.  

- Fish Stock Protection Decree (G.B. 1961 no. 101) (includes rules to implement article 5 of the 

Fish Stock Protection Act regarding closed season and the size of some fish species)  

- Fish Inspection Act (S.B. 2000 no. 107) (aimed at providing consumers with quality fish products, 

and to guarantee access of Surinamese fish products to important export markets) 

- Fish Inspection Decree (S.B. 2002 no. 9) (includes rules to implement the Fish Inspection Act) 

- HACCP- Order (S.B. 2002 no. 13) (complying rules to implement internal health controls) 

- Fish Inspection Tariffs Order (S.B. 2008 no.41) (includes rules to implement article 11 paragraph 

2 of the Fish Inspection Act (S.B.2002 no 107) on inspection taxes) 

- Process Water Order (S.B. 2002 no. 11) (includes rules to set standards for process water and 

pure sea water) 

- TVB-N-Order (S.B. 2002 no. 12) (includes rules to set reference methods and conditions to 

determine the concentration of the total fast basic nitrogen –TVB-N in fishery products) 

- General Quality Order (S.B. 2002 no. 10), as last revised by S.B. 2008 no. 40 (includes rules to 

implement standards starting from the point of catch of the fishery products) 

- Additional Order (S.B. 2002 no. 14) (existing rules to determine regulations on the use of 

additional foods in the preparation of fishery products, in view of article 2 paragraph 2 of the Fish 

Inspection Law (S.B. 2000, no. 107)) 

Animal Husbandry 

 Prevention and Combatting Animal Diseases Act: 

- Control of animal diseases in the country 
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- Control of the import of animals and animal products 

- Control of the export of animals and animal products 

- Control on the keeping of animals. 

Meat Inspection Act: 

- Control on the slaughtering and processing of animals and the sale of meat and meat products 

- Control on slaughterhouses, meat processing plants, butcheries and butchery shops.  

New legislation on veterinary control will be incorporated in the laws of the Agriculture Health and Food 

Safety Unit, e.g. the Plant Protection Law, Pesticides Law etc. 

Most of the aforementioned laws require updating/ amendment/renewal. The following draft laws are 

being prepared: 

- Coastal Management Law (ATM/RGB)  

- Fishery Law (LVV)  

- Aquaculture Law (LVV)  

- Tourism Law (TCT)  

- Mining Law (NH)  

- Intellectual Property Law (JP) and Waste Processing Law (OWV) 

- Environmental Framework Law that will regulate pollution, waste management and 

environmental impact regulations (ESIA Regulations). Currently, specific ESIA guidelines have already 

been developed for the mining, forestry and energy sectors 

- Biosafety Law (ATM) regarding handling genetically modified organisms (gmo). 

7. Policy and legal framework 

The Directorate for Environment of the Ministry of Labour, Technological Development and 

Environment (ATM) is responsible for the development of an overall environmental policy and the 

coordination and monitoring of all activities regarding these policies, including the implementation of 

the major environmental conventions: UNFCCC, UNCBD and UNCCD. This is done in collaboration with 

government and non-government bodies and institutions.  

The National Council for the Environment (NMR) supports the GoS with regard to its national 

environmental policy and serves as an advisory body for the Ministry of ATM.  
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The National Institute for Environment and Development in Suriname (NIMOS) functions as the 

technical arm of the Ministry of ATM. NIMOS is responsible for: i) initiating and realizing national legal 

instruments; ii) preparing and realizing measures with regard to the protection of the environment; iii) 

coordinating and controlling the fulfillment of these measures including reviewing and monitoring of 

Environmental (& Social) Impact Assessments (E(S)IAs), and gathering and dissemination of relevant 

data on land use and land management.  

In 2011, the government established the Climate Compatible Development Agency. This agency is 

responsible for attracting climate change funding. 

There are also other governmental institutions with specific environmental management mandates 

relevant to the CBD and related conventions: 

- Ministry of Physical Planning, Land and Forest Management (ROGB) is responsible for the 

formulation of the national policy on land use planning, sustainable forest use and nature 

conservation, and has several sub-divisions responsible for the regulation, implementation, 

monitoring and control. 

- Ministry of Finance has a National Planning Office in charge of preparing the National 

Development Plans. It has a sub-directorate Environment and Spatial Planning that is responsible for 

the coordination of physical planning and environment in Suriname. It updates an inventory of data 

relating to land and soil, natural resources, existing infrastructure and land allocation. It also maps the 

structural characteristics of urban and rural areas and keeps record of geographic data in order to map 

the environment in terms of ecosystems as well as socio-demographic and physical indicators. 

- Ministry of Natural Resources (NH) provides control of the exploitation and management of 

minerals, water and energy and regulates domestic, public and commercial energy use. 

- Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries (LVV) regulates the agrarian production 

sector and the proper use of agricultural lands and waters, formulates policies on agriculture, animal 

husbandry and fisheries including food security. 

- Ministry of Public Works (OW) is responsible for planning and implementation of civil technical 

and infrastructural works, water management and drainage, hydrological and meteorological services, 

and waste management. The Ministry has developed a master plan on drainage of Paramaribo, 

incorporating climate change concerns and issues. 

- Ministry of Regional Development (RO) administers Suriname’s 10 rural districts, coordinating 

development activities and governance in these areas. The Council for Development of the Interior, 

within the Ministry, represents the interests of Indigenous and Maroon tribal communities. 

8. Private sector 

In the Multi-Annual Development Plan 2006-2011 it is recognized that the private sector has a 

significant role in realizing the vision of sustainable development. For the private sector has a large 
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share in the Gross Domestic Product and in employment. It is embedded in the Multi-Annual 

Development Plan 2006-2011 that the Government will have to create a framework for further activities 

through regular and structural consultations with private sector partners and other stakeholders. This 

should lead to activities of the private sector which will ultimately contribute to poverty reduction. 

Besides the framework to be established together with Government, entrepreneurs should also be 

aware of their own social responsibility and act on this responsibility as well. 

Facilitating the business community to operate on a national and international level via a revised 

Investment Act is based on the hypothesis that development is brought about by the availability of new 

capital, with which employment, economic growth and income from export can increase As a result, 

access can be gained to required technology, capital and entrepreneurial power for further 

development. Furthermore, networks of commercial relations can emerge between local and foreign 

companies, which will simplify Suriname’s incorporation into regional and international economic 

systems. The extent to which international direct investments have the potential to truly lead to 

significant transfer of knowledge, technology and job creation will be part of sectorial investment policy 

and bilateral contracts. 

 


