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1. Introduction 

Sudan reported1 on coordination and links with international and regional frameworks, forestry, wildlife, 

natural resources & environmental studies education, including institutions. 

Coordination and links with international and regional frameworks 

Sudan has links with a number of international and regional frameworks that are related to 

agrobiodiversity including conventions, organizations and networks.  

2. International frameworks 

Sudan is a member in the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. It ratified the 

International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food Agriculture (ITPGRFA) on 10 June 2002, and 

hence it is a party to the treaty since then. It has active links with other international organizations 

working in the field of plant agrobiodiversity such as the Biodiversity International (BI) and Global Crop 

Diversity Trust (Trust). The latter is at present providing supportive fund to the PGR Unit / ARC in a 

project for the regeneration and safety duplication of sorghum and pearl millet germplasm which will 

continue for two years between 2008 and 2010. 

3. Regional frameworks 

Sudan is one of the founding members of the Eastern Africa Plant Genetic Resources Network 

(EAPGREN). It is a network initiated in 1997, and became operational since May 2003. Member 

countries include Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Sudan and Uganda. The 

network operates under the umbrella of the Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in 

Central and Eastern Africa (ASARECA). It has the sub-regional responsibility of promoting the 

conservation and use of plant genetic resources and enhancement of awareness of their importance and 

value. During the first phase, which extended for five years (2003-2008), the network operations were 

guided by a project document developed by a regional interim working group and signed between the 

ASARECA and the donor, which is the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). 

Agreements between the respective countries and EAPGREN / ASRAECA on the collaboration and 

implementation of the network activities were also signed. Based on the guidelines in the project 

document, the network activities have been implemented at both the regional and national levels. The 

national activities cover aspects related to capacity building and training of personnel working with PGR 

activities, procurement of conservation and documentation equipment and transportation facilities, 

coordination and awareness activities and PGR activities such as collection, conservation, multiplication, 

regeneration and characterization of germplasm. A project proposal has already been submitted to the 

donor (Sida) for a second phase (2009-2013).  

                                                           
1
 Sudan (2009). Sudan’s fourth national report to the Convention on Biological Diversity, The Higher Council for 

Environment and Natural Resources, Ministry of Environment and Physical Development, Khartoum, 2009, 77 pp. 
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Total number of accessions multiplied and characterized 

between 2004-2008
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Sudan as a member in EAPGREN is represented by the Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) Unit of the 

Agricultural Research Corporation (ARC). Several 

national activities were implemented by the PGR 

Unit / ARC between 2003 and 2008 using fund made 

available by the donor through EAPGREN. These 

activities included the following: 

 Launching collection missions for different 
agricultural crops from different regions in the 
country. 

 Procurement of equipment such conservation 
equipment, one vehicle and computers. 

 

 Multiplication, regeneration and characterization 
of different crop genetic resources.  

 Specialized and hands-on training for PGR Unit 
staff members outside Sudan in recognized 
genebanks.  

 Study for a master degree on biodiversity 
management by one of the PGR Unit staff 
member in Sweden. 

Initiation of a Ph. D. programme for one staff in the 

PGR Unit / ARC 

4. Forestry 

Forests exist within a larger landscape, and vitally connected to other sectors. It is, therefore, important 

to recognize related institutions constituting part of the forestry sector and to appreciate the cross-

sectoral and interdependency relationships that exist between the different sectors. Of prime 

importance is that the Forests National Corporation (FNC) in Sudan has incorporated biodiversity 

conservation in all its policies of promoting and developing the forest ecosystem. This is reflected also in 

that during the last few years and since the NBSAP development (FNC) has made intensive efforts in the 

way of conservation. Large areas have been designated as reserved forests, which eventually indicate 

more biodiversity conservation.  Many amendments have been made by FNC to the exiting laws, 

ordinances and acts of forestry to enhance in-situ and ex-situ conservation.  

The following activities are part of its mandate: 

 Dissemination of awareness amongst the officials and citizen in matters relating to forests and 
natural resources. 

 Conducting studies and researches in order to lay out the necessary plans for assessing forests 
and natural resources all over the Sudan and developing them. 

 Increasing the forests, range and natural resources areas by reserving more areas and by 
increasing the required areas at a ratio not less than 25% of the total area of the country. 

Total number of accessions of different crop species collected for 

conservation in Sudan during 2003 - 2008
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Area of Reserved Forests in Sudan
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5. Wildlife 

The Sudan adapted several strategies and action plans all 

of which are adopting the NBSAP principles and concepts. 

The Sudan National Comprehensive strategy 1992- 2002 

included an objective to have 25% of the area of the 

country as protected areas. The 25 strategy emphasized 

the importance of sustainable development, revision of landuse and stressed natural resources 

conservation. The Agricultural Revival Programme (ARP) (2007-2011) included a specific project to 

establish a zoo park and increase awareness about conservation. 

The Poverty Reduction Programme is a cross-cutting issue which is also incorporating biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable use. 

The Sudan is participating in most important conventions related to wildlife conservation: The 

conservation in trade in endangered and threatened. Species (CITES) (WCGA) is the focal point. The WRC 

should be consulted in relation to CITES format of export and import as WRC is the scientific wildlife 

authority. This issue is to be taken care of in a recent draft of the Wildlife legislation. (WCGA) is also the 

focal point for convention on the conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 

The Sudan is a signatory of the convention concerning the Protection of World Culture and Natural 

Heritage. The National UNESCO committee is the focal point for this agreement. WCGA, WRC and SECS 

are among the members of the national committee. Recently the National UNESCO committee is 

preparing a proposal to nominate Sanganeb and Dongonab Marine National Parks (Red Sea Coast) as 

World Heritage Site. 

The convention on Wetland of International Importance especially as waterfowl is administered by the 

Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources HCENR. A national committee is currently 

preparing a Sudan Wetlands policy. The Sudan is also a party to other conventions of relevance to 

wildlife conservation such as: African convention on the conservation of National Resources. Regional 

convention for the conservation of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSIGA) Protocol Concerning 

Regional Cooperation in Combating Pollution by Oil and other Harmful Substances in the Red Sea. 

Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) – Regional initiative to encourage transboundary cooperation and sound 

management for Nile Basin, water-shed areas and biodiversity – several activities under this agreement 

are being implemented such as transboundary cooperation between Dinder National Park and Al Atesh 

Park (Sudan-Ethiopia) and wetlands management. The NBI environmental programme is located in 

Sudan and HCENR is the focal point for national activities and the secretary general of HCENR is the 

president for NBI regional environment programme steering committee. Cartagena Protocol Biosafety 

focal point is HCENR – Indirect impact on wildlife conservation. 
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The Sudan participated in efforts led by IUCN-EARO to establish an African Protected Area Initiative 

(APAI). The Sudan is represented by the vice-president of SECS. The APAI addressed issues of 

sustainability of African protected areas, regional cooperation capacity building and improved 

management. Unfortunately funding is not yet secured for APAI. 

The FAO-East African. Commission on Forests and Wildlife-A regional meeting was held in Sudan last 

year and several issues related to promotion of protected areas, wildlife and forest management were 

discussed.  

Biodiversity is mainstreamed into national strategies and in implementation of UNFCCC through: 

 Inclusion of Conservation and use of Biodiversity Resources program into poverty reduction 
strategy, through identification of some priorities such as Update and Implementation of National 
Biodiversity, Development of biodiversity management Monitoring system and Management plan 
of Biodiversity in rangelands in the strategy. 

 Biodiversity is considered in implementation of UNFCCC, this is notable in the National 
Communications under the UNFCCC where agriculture, forestry and land use are considered in 
vulnerability and adaptation assessment and mitigation. Some projects on biodiversity were 
included into National Adaptation Program of Action (NAPA) such as Environmental conservation 
and biodiversity restoration in Northern Kordofan state as a coping mechanism for rangeland 
protection under condition of increasing climate variability. 

 Synergy between CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD  to include capacity building for Higher Council for 
Environment and Natural Resource to have CBD unit, training in Taxonomy, awareness cross-
cutting factor, capacity building to address land use planning  as a need for all conventions and 
strengthening of community –based natural resources.  

6. Natural Resources & Environmental Studies Education 

Institutions.  

 University of Khartoum, Faculty of Forestry, Faculty of Agriculture, Faculty of veterinary 
medicine, Faculty of Animal Production, Faculty of Science and Institute of Environmental 
Studies. 

 Sudan University of Science & Technology, College of Forestry & Range Sciences, Faculty of 
veterinary medicine & animal production. 

 University of Juba, College of Natural Resources & Environmental Studies,  

 Upper Nile University Faculty of Forestry and Range Sciences, Faculty of Animal Production.  

 Sennar University, College of Natural Resources, Faculty of Agriculture. 

 Kordufan University, College of Natural Resources & Environmental Studies, 

 Bakht Elrida University, College of Natural Resources & Environmental Studies, 

 The Red Sea University, Faculty of Marine Sciences and Fisheries. 
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Table 1. Research institution(s)/centre(s) 

Name location 

Agricultural Research Corporation, Ministry of Science & 

Technology,  

Madani 

Forestry Research Centre, Agricultural Research 

Corporation, Ministry of Science & Technology,  

Forestry Research Centre, Khartoum, Soba 

National Research Centre  Khartoum. 

Animal Resources Reseach Centre Khartoum 

Wild life research centre Khartoum. 

Animal Production Research Center kuku, Khartoum North 

Central Veterinary Research Laboratories Centre  Soba Khartoum West 

.  Camel Research Center  Tambool 

Regional Animal Production Research Stations Um Banein, Atbara, Gazala Gawzat, ELHuda, ELShukkaba, ELNuhood, Gadrif and 

Kassala. 

 

Regional Veterinary Research Laboratories Nyala, ELFashir, ELGineana, ELObied, Kadogli, Rabak, Sennar, Edamazin, Medani, 

Gadarif, Kassala, Port Sudan, Atbera, Dongola, AL Fula, Abujebeha. 

 

Table 2. Institutions related to Natural Resources Management 

Name Mandate related to forestry 

General Administration for National Energy Affairs The mandate of NEA is to undertake national energy planning in coordination with 

concerned institutions, promotion of the use of alternative renewable energy 

resources and energy substitutes 

Range and Pasture Administration Range conservation and management through proper distribution of water resources 

to allow balanced utilization of grazing resources and production of fodder crops under 

irrigation and Protection and management of pasture and animal feed. 

The Higher Council for Environment and Natural 

Resources 

 

The laying down of general policies and long term plans 

 for environment protection and sustainable use of  

natural resources; Coordination of efforts on environment  

and natural resources management among concerned  

government agencies and between the federal and 

 state government; 

Wildlife Protection General Administration Management of protected areas 

Department of Animal health and epizootic diseases 

control , Federal Ministry of Animal Resources & 

Fisheries and at the 26 states level 

Safeguarding of animal health in the country against endemic & Epizootic animal 

diseases  

Departments of Animal production at Federal & State 

levels 

Improvement of Animal production of productivity 

Sudanese veterinarians union Training and awareness raising and Extension   

Sudanese veterinary council  Training & awareness raising and monitoring veterinary service   

Community based animal health workers Extension animal diseases monitoring & treatments 

Table 3. Private sector organizations related to Natural Resources Management 

Name  Area of activity/interest 

Gum Arabic Company Gum Marketing 

Kenana Sugar Company Forest & tree planting and management 

Other Sugar Projects Forest & tree planting and management 

Gezira Scheme Production of cotton, wheat, livestock 7 other crops. 

Social development projects. Shelter belt wood lots 

Timber Industry Workshops Sawmilling & Woodworking 
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Table 4. Civil society organizations (e.g. NGOs, associations, indigenous people organizations) 

Name Area of activity/interest 

Sudanese Social Forestry Society Awareness and advocacy on Social Forestry & Environment 

Sudanese Environmental Conservation Society Environment advocacy and awareness 

Gum Producers Association  Societies Gum production 

Sudanese Forestry Society Awareness & Publishing on forestry 

Shambat Sociocultural Foundation/ Alneema Resources mobilization and poverty reduction for the local community 

Babikir Badri Scientific Association for Women Studies Gender Issues 

Sudanese  Horticulture Society Horticultural advocacy and awareness 

Sudanese Society for Combating Desertification Training and awareness raising 

Sudanese Society for Wildlife Conservation Wild life advocacy and awareness 

Sudanese Environmentalist Society Environmental awareness 

The role played by NGOs mainly relies on engaging the local communities in projects implementation 

through extension and provision of project components. This type of voluntary teamwork was readily 

accepted. Another tool, which NGOs benefited from is networking, which is also deeply rooted in 

Sudanese Society. The tribal system is a structured network with distinct interrelations within the tribe 

and with neighboring tribes. It is effective in resolving conflicts over land allocation, pasture and 

protection of communal natural resources and construction of firelines. 

 

 


