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Introduction 

Slovenia reported1  on overview of individual activities, including agriculture (sustainable use of 

biodiversity in agriculture, support to breeders of indigenous breeds of domestic animals, genetic 

resources in agriculture, international cooperation on biodiversity in livestock farming), forestry, hunting, 

fisheries, water management, industry and energy sector, transport (road transport, greenhouse-gas 

emissions), tourism, measures to mitigate climate change; support activities, such as legislative and 

economic mechanisms (legislation governing conservation of biodiversity and protection of valuable 

natural features, financial resources for conservation of biodiversity and protection of valuable natural 

features), spatial management, monitoring, education, training and communication (partnership); other 

national strategies and initiatives; implementation of international conventions important for 

conservation of biodiversity (biodiversity-related conventions, other relevant treaties). 

Overview of individual activities 

1. Agriculture (CH1-3.1) 

Because of the high level of conservation of biodiversity, the variety and extent of habitats and the 

special landscape features in Slovenia, there is a need to further conserve these features. Responsibility 

for the conservation of these elements is reflected in the proportion of the territory occupied by nature 

protected areas and protected areas. As much as 47.7% of the national territory is designated as 

ecologically important area, comprising 202,000 ha of agricultural land. The best method to achieve 

conservation of these areas is by maintaining the cultivation of agricultural land in an environmentally 

friendly manner, and by maintaining agricultural activity in marginal and agriculturally less favoured 

areas, which are at risk of being abandoned and overgrown. 

Agriculture plays an important role in the conservation of habitats, biodiversity and landscape diversity. 

Areas covered by grasslands, areas with low-intensity production and a mosaic structure, and areas with 

endangered species and rich biodiversity, representing agricultural land of high natural value, cover 

300,000 ha of Slovenia’s territory. This is around half of all agricultural land, which is mainly located in 

marginal areas and in agriculturally less favoured areas. Abandonment of farming in these areas and 

reduction in the area of open space would change the structure of biodiversity and lead to potential loss 

of the cultural landscape. 

Thus there is a need to maintain agricultural activity in these areas, ensuring conservation of biodiversity 

of animals and plants characteristic of agricultural land, and maintaining the diversity and visibility of the 

Slovene landscape. 

                                                           
1
 Slovenia (2010). Convention on Biological Diversity 4

th
 National Report on implementation, Ljubljana, 2010, 109 

pp. 
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One factor that contributes to a high level of biodiversity, conservation of habitats and diversity of 

nature and landscape is the fragmented structure of agricultural land. 

Fragmented parcels of land and agricultural parcels maintain the mosaic structure of the landscape, in 

which semi-natural areas are interspersed with cultivated areas. In areas of high nature value, the 

fragmented structure of land should be maintained and farmers should be given financial support to 

help them balance the economic deficit arising from such structural conditions. 

With Natura 2000 sites covering as much as 36% of its territory (of which 71% are forests and 30% 

agricultural land), Slovenia ranks as one of the European countries with the highest proportion of its 

land made up of Natura 2000 sites. The favourable status of nature and the high level of habitat and 

biodiversity conservation should be maintained through appropriate strategic guidelines and measures. 

However, this should not present any major obstacles to optimum exploitation of the economic 

potential of agriculture in these areas. Numerous rural development measures, with particular emphasis 

on agri-environmental measures, which have been implemented successfully for many years within the 

Slovenian Agricultural and Environmental Programme (2001–2004), the Rural Development Programme 

2004–2006 (RDP 04–06) and the Rural Development Programme 2007–2013 (RDP 07–13), represent an 

important contribution to achieving favourable status of farmland bird populations. 

Various measures were implemented within the two priority tasks set out in the Rural Development 

Programme 2004–2006 (sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas, and economic and 

social restructuring of agriculture), including the measure regarding compensatory payments for 

agriculturally less favoured areas, which has contributed to the protection and conservation of 

cultivated agricultural land and has had a positive impact on maintaining population density in sparsely 

populated areas, and agri-environmental measures aimed at reducing the negative effects of agriculture 

on the environment and at maintaining its current state, which have contributed to a long-term 

improvement of natural resources in Slovenia. These measures have also had a positive impact on 

raising the level of education and skills for implementing sustainable farming methods, which support 

conservation of the favourable status of habitats and biodiversity. 

Because of the well-conserved and diverse environment, the favourable status of species and habitats, 

environmental conditions favourable to organic farming and the low density of population in rural areas, 

Slovenia has placed at the top of its priorities implementation of the measures proposed under Axis 2 of 

the Rural Development Programme 2007–2013, which will contribute to sustainable use and 

maintenance of these conditions. These measures will also reduce threats to the environment posed by 

point-source intensive farming, maintain agricultural activity in agriculturally less favoured areas, and 

prevent soil erosion in certain areas. To this end, Slovenia has earmarked almost 53% of its funding from 

the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). The programme does not envisage any 

direct measures under Axis 2 to achieve the objectives of Natura 2000, the Water Framework Directive 

and climate-change mitigation; objectives will be implemented through measures with an indirect 

specific effect. 
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The habitat and biodiversity status of the Natura 2000 sites in Slovenia indicates good conservation and 

functionality. Favourable status is also indicated by the fact that a large percentage of national territory 

is protected in special conservation areas. In the most important parts of the agricultural areas 

(permanent grassland, meadow orchards, and structural elements of the agricultural landscape) located 

in the Natura 2000 sites, maintenance of the favourable status of species and habitat types is ensured 

through permanent cultivation of these areas. The majority of the Natura 2000 sites (94%) overlap 

agriculturally less favoured areas, where cultivation of agricultural land can be maintained through 

special measures. The regional model of the Single Payment Scheme, introduced in 2007, also covers 

payments for grassland, thus providing additional motivation for cultivating land in these areas. To date, 

no specific requirements for farming in the Natura 2000 sites have been set in Slovenia that would 

specify land management for individual sites. 

Accordingly, no measure has been introduced to provide compensation allowances for extra costs and 

loss of income incurred in performing agricultural activity in these areas. The objectives of Natura 2000 

will be achieved through maintaining cultivation in agricultural areas. The status of habitats and 

biodiversity is monitored by various indicators. The system for monitoring general trends in changes in 

species populations and habitat conservation enables monitoring of farmland bird populations. The 

system will also enable monitoring of populations in specific areas (e.g. in areas where certain agri-

environmental submeasures are implemented). For several years, populations of endangered bird 

species in special conservation areas of Natura 2000 sites, and water-bird populations have also been 

monitored. 

The farmland bird population index (Farm Bird Index – FBI), one of the key indicators of biodiversity 

status at EU level, has shown a downward trend (Figure 7) in the past decade as it has decreased by 

more than 10% compared with 1996 levels. The data show that the decline in farmland bird populations 

is due to the specialisation of agriculture, and changes in processes and technologies in agriculture. The 

most important changes affecting birds are the removal of hedges, land reclamation, increased use of 

mechanisation, fertilisers and pesticides, simplification of crop rotation, and a decline in the diversity of 

farming. 

Rural areas cover a large part of Slovenia’s territory (according to the OECD). Of these areas, 85% are 

designated less favoured areas, 36% are Natura 2000 sites, and a considerable part of the agricultural 

area meets the criteria for areas of high nature value. All these areas have certain key issues in common. 

This means that by applying individual measures to certain areas, we may contribute to the achievement 

of objectives and to a favourable state in a number of other areas and at different levels at the same 

time. The less favoured area measure has a horizontal positive impact on maintaining population density 

and agricultural activity in a large part of these areas. It contributes to conservation of habitats and 

ecosystems that have evolved as a result of performance of agricultural activity, and which would 

disappear if this activity was abandoned. Several other agri-environmental submeasures aimed at 

promoting extensive production and biodiversity conservation also contribute to the conservation of the 

status of these areas. 
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DOPPS – BirdLife Slovenia, in cooperation with the BirdLife International, a global alliance of bird-

conservation organisations, has drawn up guidelines on maintaining favourable status of populations of 

qualifying and other endangered farmland and forest bird species in special conservation areas in 

Slovenia. These guidelines represent starting points for preparation of appropriate instruments at the 

national level, in particular, within the opportunities offered by the EU framework programme for 2007–

2013, which provides for funding for the Natura 2000 programme from the Structural Funds, rural 

development programmes and LIFE+, a special financial instrument for the environment. Special 

emphasis is placed on measures set out in the Rural Development Programme 2007–2013, including 

measures that are of particular importance to conservation of farmland birds, such as conservation of 

extensive grassland, special grassland habitats, humid extensive meadows, high-trunk orchards, and the 

entire group of measures within organic farming. 

Since Slovenia has not yet established a joint system for monitoring biodiversity, the information on 

status is only qualitative. Indications of the status of indicator species or habitat types show that, in 

areas where agri-environmental measures are applied to the major part of the territory, populations are 

not declining, and remain within the limits of natural fluctuation. 

Sustainable use of biodiversity in agriculture 

OBJECTIVE: 

1. To implement activities that contribute to the cultivation of rural areas and, through the adaptation of 

technologies, reduce the negative impact of agriculture on water, air and biodiversity; 

2. To continue to encourage farmers to use sustainable farming methods, which are environmentally 

friendly and have a long-term positive impact on environmental conditions; 

3. To sustain the ecological and social functions of agriculture, which contribute to maintaining 

population density and high biodiversity in rural areas, and are based on measures aimed at promoting 

sustainable development of these areas and at mitigating the effects of climate change. 

Measures and activities 

Measures contribute to the conservation and improvement of the status of the environment (soil, water, 

and air), and conservation of biodiversity and the cultural landscape, thus directly contributing to the 

achievement of objectives in Natura 2000 sites and areas with high nature value, which are of particular 

importance to biodiversity conservation. These measures are horizontal and are promoted by agri-

environmental payments. 

Specific measures that are promoted within agri-environmental payments and contribute to achieving 

the general objectives listed in the table below include the following: 

- Organic farming; 

- Mountain pasture; 
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- Mowing of steep meadows; 

- Mowing of bumpy meadows; 

- Meadow orchards; 

- Breeding of indigenous and traditional breeds of domestic animals; 

- Production of indigenous and traditional varieties of agricultural plants; 

- Sustainable breeding of domestic animals; 

- Maintaining extensive grasslands 

- Breeding of domestic animals in the central areas of appearance of large carnivores; 

- Conservation of special grassland habitats; 

- Conservation of grassland habitats of butterflies; 

- Conservation of meadows overgrown with birch trees and fern undergrowth; 

- Bird conservation in humid extensive meadows in Natura 2000 sites. 

Support to breeders of indigenous breeds of domestic animals 

From 1999 to 2005, when granting subsidies to breeders of indigenous breeds of domestic animals was 

within the competence of the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Agricultural Markets and Rural 

Development, breeders of Slovene indigenous breeds had a contract with the Department of 

Zootechnology of the Biotechnical Faculty under which they were entitled to compensation for loss of 

income. Each breeder whose animals were included in the conservation programme had a contract for a 

specific number of animals in the gene bank with the list of animals. Breeders of Slovene indigenous 

breeds of cattle, sheep and goat could obtain investment grants to set up infrastructure for breeding 

indigenous breeds of domestic animals. 

Data from the agency shows the following number of applications for breeding indigenous and 

traditional breeds of domestic animals granted in 2008: 

In 2008, one-off support was allocated to breeders of Cika breeding bulls from the funds of the gene 

bank. Breeders of each selected and approved breeding bull were entitled to this support, which was 

intended to enable inclusion of Cika breeding bulls in the newly established gene bank for Cika cattle. 

From 30 breeders' , 32 breeding bulls were selected. 

Objectives for sustainable use of biodiversity in agriculture 

Objective (2001) Measure Indicator Modification/Status 2009 Strategic Directions 

Application of ecological and social 

functions of agriculture, which 

Support to 

breeders of 

Number of 

animals for 

Conservation of breeding 

of indigenous breeds of 

Offering financial incentives to 

promote the breeding of 
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contribute to conservation of rural 

areas and high biodiversity in these 

areas, and are based on sustainable 

forms of agriculture and sustainable 

development of these areas. 

indigenous 

breeds of 

domestic 

animals. 

which 

breeders have 

received 

support. 

domestic animals. indigenous breeds of domestic 

animals, in particular breeds 

categorised as critically 

endangered, endangered and 

low risk. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS: 

- To meet objectives concerning conservation of biological and landscape diversity through application 

of appropriate agricultural policy instruments; 

- To promote targeted agri-environmental measures that emphasise the principles of conservation of 

plant and animal species in agricultural activities and ensure sustainable agriculture; to regularly 

monitor the effectiveness of these measures through specific biodiversity indicators; 

- To enforce cross-compliance requirements with the aim of reducing the threat of pollution caused by 

chemical and mineral substances, and other adverse effects on biodiversity and landscape diversity; 

- To raise the awareness of all farmers and turn them into stewards of the environment and biological 

and landscape diversity, with emphasis on appropriate pesticide management; 

- To introduce, through legislation, and promote labelling and marketing of agricultural products 

produced in a manner, and in areas, significantly contributing to conservation of biodiversity; 

- To reduce emissions from point sources (e.g. livestock farms) and diffuse sources (e.g. intensive 

agriculture); 

- To promote and ensure the viability of sustainable plant cultivation and animal breeding through 

selection of varieties and breeds that are adapted to the natural conditions, and conserve the 

ecosystems of endangered wild species; to support the breeding/cultivation of less productive 

indigenous plant species and breeds of domestic animals; 

- To coordinate agricultural policy with efforts to conserve or improve the status of endangered plant 

and animal species and their habitats; 

- To promote and support less intensive agricultural practices in areas of high nature value, especially in 

protected areas; 

- To limit all activities that are unfavourable for conservation of biodiversity (agricultural reclamation, 

agricultural hydraulics, land consolidation, etc.) and do not contribute to achieving the objectives of 

agricultural policy. 

Genetic resources in agriculture 

Objective (2001) Measure Indicator Modification/Status 2009 Strategic Directions 

Expansion of 

sustainable 

agricultural 

practice based 

Support to 

production of 

indigenous 

agricultural plant 

- Number of agricultural 

holdings applying the 

measure; - Surface area for 

production of indigenous 

- Data from record of measures 

in agrienvironmental 

programme; - Conservation of 

breeding of indigenous breeds of 

- Increase in conservation of 

plant genetic resources on 

agricultural holdings (on farm 

conservation); - Increase in 
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on indigenous 

genetic 

resources of 

plant varieties 

and domestic 

animal breeds. 

varieties and rearing 

of domestic animal 

breeds. Monitoring 

of indigenous and 

traditional breeds of 

domestic animals in 

Slovenia. - Register 

of Breeds with 

Zootechnical 

Assessment 

(introduced in 2003) 

varieties; - Number of 

animals for which breeders 

received support; - Number 

of users (farmers) producing 

indigenous varieties or 

rearing domestic breeds; - 

Number of registered 

animals by breed (indigenous 

and traditional breeds); 

Drafting of annual reports on 

all indigenous and traditional 

breeds. Number of 

registered animals by breed. 

domestic animals; - Lack of 

indigenous varieties of certain 

agricultural plant groups 

(cereals), which adversely affects 

programme implementation; - 

Expert reports for 12 indigenous 

and 10 traditional breeds of 

domestic animals; - Zootechnical 

review for 48 domestic animal 

breeds; Drafted expert reports 

for 12 indigenous and 10 

traditional breeds of domestic 

animals. - Zootechnical review for 

48 domestic animal breeds; 

number of indigenous 

varieties eligible for support; - 

Adequate financial incentives 

for rearing indigenous breeds 

of domestic animals, in 

particular breeds categorised 

as critically endangered, 

endangered and low risk; - 

Gradual inclusion of all 

indigenous and traditional 

breeds of domestic animals in 

expert reports; - Detailed 

zootechnical review of 

already registered breeds of 

domestic animals and 

addition of new breeds; 

Gradual inclusion of all 

indigenous and traditional 

breeds of domestic animals in 

expert reports. Detailed 

zootechnical review of 

already registered breeds of 

domestic animals and 

addition of new breeds; 

Conservation of 

the genetic 

potential of 

indigenous plant 

varieties and 

domestic animal 

breeds 

Expeditions and 

development of 

inventory of genetic 

resources, 

evaluation and 

propagation of seed 

material of 

accessions under 

gene-bank 

programme. Setting 

up tissue 

depository. 

Number of collected genetic 

resources, number of 

restored accessions, number 

of evaluated 

(characterisation and 

evaluation) accessions. 

Number of samples by 

domestic animal breed. 

Data from the Slovenian Plant 

Gene Bank. Tissue depository for 

27 domestic animal breeds. 

Support of gene bank for 

characterisation and 

evaluation, propagation and 

conservation of accessions of 

genetic resources. Tissue 

depository supplemented 

with new samples. 

Sustainable use 

of indigenous 

genetic 

resources for 

food and 

agriculture. 

Programme for 

cultivating varieties 

or propagating local 

populations from 

genetic resources in 

exsitu collections. 

Number of cultivated or 

propagated local populations 

from resources in the gene 

bank. 

Currently there is no programme 

of this kind; the plant gene bank 

lacks funds for promotion of use 

of plant genetic resources. 

Multi-year (permanent) 

programme supporting use of 

plant genetic resources for 

cultivating plant varieties and 

assisting in preparation of an 

adequate quantity of seed 

material of accessions from 

ex-situ and in-vivo collections 

of genetic resources. 

 

A new zootechnical document for monitoring biodiversity in livestock farming was introduced in 2003: 

the Register of Breeds with Zootechnical Assessment. It is updated every December. The register 

comprises the following data on domestic animals by species and breed: 

- Name of breed; 

- Basic data (stock, herdbook); 
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- In-situ gene bank; 

- Ex-situ gene bank; 

- Data from international databases; 

- Breeding programme; 

- Assessment of special genetic value for conservation of animal genetic resources; 

- Zootechnical assessment and action. 

To conserve biodiversity in livestock farming, proposals for expert and other measures by breed are 

drawn up every year (in the last four months of a year) on the basis of information from the Register of 

Breeds, the zootechnical assessment of the breed, use and risk status. 

In 2003, data on cattle (6 breeds), sheep (6 breeds), goat (4 breeds) and pigs (7 breeds) were collected 

and entered into the register. Over the years, the register has been supplemented with data on new 

breeds. In 2008, the following data were included in the register: 11 breeds of cattle, 11 breeds of 

horses, 7 breeds of pigs, 6 breeds of sheep, 4 breeds of goat, 7 breeds of hens, 1 dog breed and 1 breed 

of bee – in total 48 breeds (13 indigenous, 16 traditional and 19 non-indigenous breeds). The register 

has also been supplemented with completely new information stemming from expert work with 

individual species and breeds of domestic animals. Since 2006, samples have been collected for the 

tissue depository, in particular samples of indigenous and traditional breeds; in 2004 and 2005 breeding 

programmes were approved and since the introduction of EFABIS, entry of individual species and breeds 

of domestic animals in this international database has been specified in the register. Detailed 

information available for each breed up to 2008 is presented in individual on-line registers with 

zootechnical assessments: http://www.bfro.unilj.si/Kat_center/genska_banka/pasme.htm. 

The data show that all Slovenian indigenous breeds have been conserved and the stock of the majority 

of breeds has increased. 

Analysis of the most important zootechnical assessments of breeds reared in Slovenia and entered in 

the Register of Breeds with Zootechnical Assessment revealed a satisfactory situation. Basic zootechnical 

characterisation is known for all breeds, though breeding programmes for seven breeds have not yet 

been approved and adopted. The use of breeds and implementation of breeding measures are two key 

requirements for effective conservation of animal genetic resources. The in-situ gene bank comprises 9 

indigenous breeds and the tissue depository 27 breeds. Breeding value is regularly calculated for 24 

breeds (50.0%). Zootechnical assessments and measures are adopted for 48 breeds. 

Pursuant to the Council Regulation (EC) No 510/2006, four traditional cheeses are protected on the 

transitional national level in Slovenia (Nanoški sir – Nanos cheese, Bovški sir – Bovec cheese, Mohant – 

Mohant cheese and Tolminc – Tolmin cheese). However, only two are available on the wider Slovenian 

market (Nanoški sir and Tolminc). Bovški sir is made from the milk of the Bovec sheep, an indigenous 

http://www.bfro.unilj.si/Kat_center/genska_banka/pasme.htm
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breed of domestic animal, while the other three are made from milk of traditional breeds: Nanoški sir 

and Tolminc are made from the milk of brown breed cows and Mohant is made from the milk of the 

Simmental breed. A small quantity of Mohant is made from the milk of the Cika breed, which is also 

indigenous. 

Prekmurska šunka, Prleška tünka, Šebreljski želodec and Zgornjesavinjski želodec are typical local 

protected meat products made from the meat of traditional pig breeds. 

Surveys and studies have shown that Slovenian consumers still lack knowledge of food symbols. Since 

demand for these products is a key element for the functioning of quality schemes and increasing the 

interest of producers of protected agricultural products, more will have to be invested in the future in 

publicity, promotion and marketing of these protected products or foodstuffs. 

The selection of protected Slovenian traditional foodstuffs on the market is still modest. Products in 

supermarkets that have been granted protection in Slovenia and those for which applications for 

protection on the European Union market are being processed include Kraški pršut (Karst prosciutto), 

Nanoški sir and Štajersko prekmursko bučno olje (Štajerska Prekmurje pumpkin seed oil). Unfortunately, 

retailers do not recognise the special characteristics and higher value of these products, and place them 

on shelves next to similar products from other brands. Products with guaranteed origin, related to 

Slovenian cultural heritage, tradition, and typical local production and processing, are definitely of 

higher value for buyers than similar products from mass industrial production. 

Areas where GMOs are not released into the environment include all Natura 2000 sites. In addition, 

cultivation of GMOs is banned in newly established protected areas. 

International cooperation on biodiversity in livestock farming 

In the field of biodiversity conservation in livestock farming, Slovenia primarily cooperates with the 

following international organisations: FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), ERFP (European 

Regional Focal Point), EAAP (European Association for Animal Production), DAGENE (International 

Association for the Conservation of Animal Breeds in the Danubian Region), SAVE (Safeguard for 

Agricultural Varieties in Europe). A report on the current situation and activities with respect to animal 

genetic resources in Slovenian agriculture is annually submitted to ERFP and published on its website. 

(http://www.rfp-europe.org/template02.php?lang=EN&id=1703). 

Until 2006, data on indigenous and other domestic animals in Slovenia were presented in DAD IS, an 

international database. Pursuant to the global report on the state of animal genetic resources, these 

data were later transferred to a new global database EFABIS. 

Each country is responsible for updating its own information: (http://efabis_si.bfro.uni-

lj.si/cgibin/EfabisWeb.cgi?sid=1335516a322494443f39d644d9e2bec0,reportsreport12_50000218). 

Interlaken Declaration: At the First International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture, organised in Interlaken between 1 and 7 September 2007 by the FAO Commission 
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on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA), countries adopted binding documents that are 

at the same time a global agreement, recommendations and guidelines for future conservation of 

animal genetic resources in agriculture. The Interlaken Declaration was adopted at the conference. On 

the website of the Animal Science Department, Biotechnical Faculty of the University of Ljubljana, the 

key issues of the Interlaken Declaration are highlighted and explained primarily with relevance to 

Slovenia. The Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources served as a basis for assessment and 

evaluation of Slovenia’s compliance with strategic priorities. This document is a guide to conservation of 

animal genetic resources in agriculture 

(http://www.bfro.unilj.si/Kat_center/genska_banka/pub/porocilo/2007_Interlaken_deklaracija_pot.pdf). 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

- To characterise (including taxonomic identification), evaluate and document genetic resources of plant 

varieties and animal breeds. In addition to biological characteristics, this evaluation should include 

agronomic characterisation of agricultural plants and their related wild species, as well as physiological 

and nutritional characterisation of respective animal breeds; 

- To effectively manage the inventory and central register of Slovenian genetic resources (in situ, ex situ); 

- To draft and implement a national programme on conservation and sustainable use of genetic 

resources under the umbrella of biodiversity conservation, and for the potential use of genetic resources 

for food, climate (adaptation of plants to climate change) and other purposes; 

- To prepare programmes for the operation of agricultural gene banks used to conserve genetic 

resources ex situ, in situ and in vivo for food and agriculture; 

- To integrate plant genetic resources from public records into a multifaceted exchange system to 

facilitate access and dedicated use of these resources; 

- To promote breeding/cultivation and agricultural use of commercially effective indigenous plant 

varieties and domestic animal breeds; 

- To promote the development of trademarks for agricultural products of indigenous domestic animal 

breeds and plant varieties, and sales organisation for these products; 

- To strengthen cooperation, including exchange of information between scientists, experts, competent 

ministries, farmers and consumers, in the management of the policy on genetic resources for food and 

agriculture (establishment of a council for genetic resources); 

- To provide suitable legislation for introduction of control mechanisms for the use of GMOs and their 

release into the environment, for their gradual introduction on a case-by-case basis, taking into 

consideration the precautionary principle; 

- To guarantee transparent procedures for granting consent or authorisation to use and release GMOs 

supported by suitable institutional infrastructure at national level and by competent professional staff; 
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- To strengthen international cooperation, including exchange of information and genetic material, 

according to the principle of national powers and national responsibility for the protection of natural 

genetic resources. 

2. Forestry 

Conservation of biodiversity is one of the main targets of sustainable and close-to-nature management 

of forests in Slovenia. Forestry is a good example of sectoral mainstreaming of biodiversity 

considerations. In addition to the Forest Act, which among other things stipulates that forest habitats of 

indigenous plants and animals must be preserved or restored in accordance with forest-management 

plans, the Resolution on the National Forest Programme (NFP), which was adopted by the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia in 2007, defines the key objectives for the conservation of 

biodiversity in forests. Biodiversity issues were, of course, also tackled in the NFP of 1996. In forestry, 

the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy of Slovenia to a significant extent took into to account guidelines 

from the NFP and vice versa, directions from the strategy were taken into account in the revised NFP. 

The NFP defines the objectives of biodiversity conservation at the level of ecosystems, species and genes. 

The main guidelines for achieving these objectives include: 

1. Ecosystem level: 

− Forests must be managed in a sustainable and close-to-nature manner to preserve or promote the 

natural composition of plant and animal species; 

− The natural composition of tree species must be provided by natural regeneration of stands, and 

special attention must be paid to continuous harmonisation of plant and animal components in forests; 

− In case of the renewal of stands with planting, preference must be given to domestic species and local 

provenances adapted to a site; 

− Favourable conservation status of rare and vulnerable habitat types in forests, including habitat types 

and species in Natura 2000 sites, must be maintained on the basis of suitable guidelines in forest-

management plans or by suitable management focusing on: 

� Diverse forest structure in different age phases, 

� An adequate quantity of decaying wood mass, 

� Typical composition of biocenosis without non-indigenous species and GMOs, 

� The surface area of 11 forest habitat types of European importance; 

− The network of forest reserves must be preserved and suitably expanded; 
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− The forest classification system must be revised and harmonised to be useful for managing and 

monitoring forest development and for international comparison at the level of habitat types; 

monitoring of the conservation status of forest habitat types must be provided; 

− Publicity and awareness raising on the significance of biodiversity in forests must be improved; 

− Surface area covered by forests and small forest components, including individual trees, where there is 

a lack of them in the landscape, must be enlarged exclusively for the purpose of increasing biodiversity. 

2. Species level: 

− Within forest planning and management, special attention must be paid to indigenous tree species – 

key species, in particular accompanying species and minority species of forest communities that are 

endangered due to the environment or their specific ecological characteristics, such as Wild Service Tree 

(Sorbus torminalis), True Service Tree (Sorbus domestica), Yew (Taxus baccata), Whitebeam (Sorbus 

aria), Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), Elm, Maple, Ash); 

� Where forests are habitats of endangered plant and animal species, emphasis must be placed 

primarily on the conservation of: 

• the size of a suitable forest habitat in areas where species occur, 

• the specific forest structures as habitats of species by planning foresttending measures in line with the 

ecological requirements of species, 

• natural composition of biocenosis without non-indigenous plant and animal species or subspecies and 

biotechnologically modified organisms, 

• unpolluted air, water and soil, and, in case of pollution, their improvement, 

• unfragmented habitats of species or connecting fragmented parts of habitats of species and 

eliminating factors with an adverse effect on the favourable status of species; 

− For conservation of a specific forest structure, special attention must be paid to forest edges, wetlands 

and small provisional but key habitats or habitat trees, including decaying wood, and co-financing of 

suitable measures must be provided 

− In habitats of endangered animal species sensitive to disturbances, quiet zones must be set up or 

movement of visitors limited to paths; 

− In all forests, recreational activities must be directed to areas where they do not substantially disturb 

forest animals, and forest works must be adjusted to the lives of forest animals. 

Directions for the conservation of biodiversity in forests based on the Government's special programme, 

the Natura 2000 Site Management Programme (Operational Programme 2007–2013), and measures for 

achieving a favourable conservation status of species targeted by Natura 2000 sites are included in 
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forest-management plans prepared for all forests, irrespective of ownership, with public funds on a 

regular basis. Natureconservation guidelines drafted by the Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for 

Nature Conservation and regulations on forest conservation, where biodiversity is key to maintaining 

the biotic balance of forests, are taken into consideration. Regulations on forests stipulate that forest 

owners must manage their forests in accordance with forest-management plans, and the state assists 

them by cofinancing investment. 

The status of forests is periodically reviewed for the purpose of forest-management plans, or basic data 

important for biodiversity of forests at the ecosystem level are monitored. 

Biodiversity at the species level is monitored by specialised organisations assisted by the state. 

When Slovenia joined the European Union, the share of forests in areas under protection increased to 

50%, because large forest areas met the criteria for habitat types of Community interest. Strategic 

directions for biodiversity conservation are implemented in these forests with special care. Tree 

composition, structure, development phases, young growth, volume of decaying wood, browsing and 

other damage caused by game, quiet zones and number of species with a favourable status in Natura 

2000 sites are the main conservation indicators systematically monitored. 

Data from the system for status monitoring and forest development show that the tree composition is 

slowly approaching the natural composition and that the volume of decaying wood in forests is in 

general adequate with the exception of areas inhabited by species requiring larger volumes of decaying 

wood. Due to relatively less intensive felling in the past two decades, the share of young growth is very 

small but the share of older development phases is big. In some parts, herbivorous cloven-hoofed game 

browses on young growth to an extent that prevents natural regeneration of stands with a natural 

composition of tree species. Forestry and hunting have been linked to tackle this problem, but measures 

are still not adequate. Progress has been achieved in defining quiet zones in forests where motor 

vehicles are prohibited due to wild animals. 

With respect to maintaining a favourable conservation status in Natura 2000 sites, forest owners to date 

have not experienced any major restrictions in forest management with the exception of decaying wood 

and habitat trees, and difficulties with the construction of forest roads. To date, they have not often 

requested compensation on the grounds of restrictions in areas under protection, but these claims can 

be expected in the future when more intensive management of forests is foreseen. 

The Forest Act prescribes measures for biodiversity conservation, of which the following two are of 

special importance: a ban on large-scale clearcutting and a ban on the use of nonindigenous species for 

reforestation. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To effectively implement all guidelines of the Programme for the Development of Forests in Slovenia 

that contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, in particular: 
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- To conserve and restore plant and animal diversity, and to protect rare or endangered forest species 

and ecosystems; to conserve and establish a suitable living environment for all indigenous species of 

wild animals; 

- To bring the tree composition and structure even closer to the natural status; to carry out a gradual 

biological stabilisation (by the introduction of natural tree species) in biologically and ecologically labile 

stands (for example, in firdominated stands); 

- To regenerate forests naturally and over small areas; renewal by planting is an exceptional measure 

taken when it is impossible to regenerate forests naturally; when stands are renewed by planting, it is 

vital that the propagating material is of a species suitable for the selected site and of suitable 

provenance; 

- To designate habitats of particular importance for animals or areas important for conservation of 

biodiversity in a forest and landscape; to adapt forest management to their role; 

- To guarantee the conservation and development of aquatic ecosystems in the forest environment; 

- To ensure complete protection of forest reserves (legal protection and purchase if necessary); 

- To ensure complete protection of forests in IUCN Protected Area Categories I, II; 

- To surrender ecologically very vulnerable stands, growing in extreme conditions, to natural 

development (except for urgent sustainable restoration measures); 

- To exclude small forest areas (eco-cells) and individual trees to conserve and increase biodiversity of 

forests; 

- To conserve, establish and create forest edges and tree groups, individual trees, riparian forest 

vegetation, wind shelterbelts and tree boundaries outside forests; 

- To apply exclusively ecologically sound technologies in tree felling (skidding of wood) and to only build 

absolutely necessary and environmentally friendly forest roads; 

- To prevent exploitation of forests that would threaten their sustainable development and functions; 

• To take into account forest functions, in particular ecological functions, in spatial planning, planning of 

activities that affect the physical environment and in development of activities in areas defined in forest-

management plans; 

• To establish, as part of the Slovenian forest gene bank, a network of forest gene reserves based on 

expert criteria and on appropriate characterisation of and documentation on indigenous populations of 

forest genetic resources. 
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3. Hunting 

Pursuant to the Act amending the Game and Hunting Act (Ur. l. RS, no. 17/2008), certain measures 

specified in the table below have already been adopted. In 2007, the Rules on the adoption of long-term 

plans of hunting-management areas in the Republic of Slovenia 2007–2016 (Ur. l. RS, no. 99/2007) were 

adopted. In agreement with the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, on the basis of these 

Rules, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food adopted long-term hunting management plans for 

hunting-management areas 2007–2016. 

Given the objective defined in 2001, further efforts will be necessary to achieve the objective of 

conserving favourable status of game species and their habitats and, where necessary, improving this 

status by applying directions regarding the development of game populations. 

Objectives for Sustainable Use of Biodiversity in Hunting 

Objective (2001) Measure Indicator Modification/Status 2009 Strategic Directions 

To maintain species 

and habitat types at a 

favourable status and, 

where necessary, to 

improve their status by 

directing the 

development of game 

populations. 

Concession award for sustainable game 

management. Three-stage planning of 

game management (long-term strategic 

planning at the level of 

huntingmanagement planning, annual 

planning at the level of 

huntingmanagement area and 

implementing annual planning at the 

hunting-ground level. 

Numerical 

status. 

Frequency of 

damage caused 

by game in 

hunting and 

non-hunting 

areas. 

Favourable numerical status. 

Noticeable overpopulation in 

certain species. Number of 

damage events is slightly 

increasing. Hunting 

information system. 

To monitor 

development 

trends in game 

population. To 

reduce the 

occurrence of 

damage events. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To address the issue of game and its living environment in an integrated manner; 

• To draw up game-management plans with regard to the status of game, its habitats, the load-bearing 

capacity of the environment and ecological processes in ecosystems, in line with sustainable use and 

development of forests; 

• To incorporate nature-protection objectives into game-management plans and to guarantee their 

harmonisation with guidelines for conservation of endangered species and threatened habitat types; 

• To promote the participation of public forestry services and hunting organisations in the spatial-

planning process and the implementation of activities in rural areas, in particular during construction of 

infrastructure, to ensure conservation of habitats of game and other wild animals; 

• To draw up directions for all activities, in particular in the field of agriculture, forestry and water 

management, to conserve the habitats of game and other wild animals; 

• To perform activities at a time of year when game is not overly disturbed; 

• To implement game breeding and hunting measures to conserve and improve habitats of game and 

other wild animals, while gradually reducing the intensity of game feeding; 
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• To gradually cease repopulation of hunted species in ecologically important areas and to take into 

account local genetic origin in the repopulation of game in other areas; 

• To reduce breeding of hunted bird species for the purpose of sport hunting; 

• To reduce the size of pens set up for hunting purposes. 

4. Fisheries 

Conservation and sustainable management of fishery resources are among the key objectives of 

fisheries policy in Slovenia. These objectives are pursued on the basis of two umbrella acts regulating 

marine fisheries and freshwater fisheries respectively (Marine Fisheries Act of 2006 and Freshwater 

Fisheries Act of 2006). 

The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) of the European Union in individual fields endorses the attainment 

of the objectives of Slovenia's fisheries policy. The CFP comprehensively regulates only marine fisheries, 

whereas freshwater fisheries and aquaculture are to a large extent in the hands of Member States (at 

the EU level, there is only the obligation to submit data on aquaculture). 

The most important document for the conservation of biodiversity in the field of marine fisheries is 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1967/2006 concerning management measures for the sustainable 

exploitation of fishery resources in the Mediterranean Sea which defines the minimum sizes of marine 

organisms, requirements relating to the characteristics of fishing gear and conditions for attachments to 

and rigging of trawl nets. The regulation is directly and fully applicable in Slovenia. In the Marine 

Fisheries Management Plan for waters under its jurisdiction, Slovenia defined two potential derogations 

from the provisions of this regulation (in relation to the drop of surrounding nets and a transitional 

derogation regarding the mesh size of bottom trawl nets). The subject matter of this regulation is part of 

an exam that must be passed by fishermen if they wish to obtain an authorisation or licence for 

commercial sea fishing. 

To conserve biodiversity of marine fishery resources, the Marine Fisheries Management Plan for Waters 

under the Jurisdiction of the Republic of Slovenia, which was drafted in line with Council Regulation (EC) 

No 1967/2006, plays an important role. This plan defines proposals for management with trawl nets, 

boat seines, shore seines, surrounding nets and dredges as fishing gear. 

The following policies and measures from numerous other fields also contribute to conservation of 

biodiversity of marine fisheries: data collection on fisheries (including biological data), record keeping on 

vessels authorised for commercial sea fishing in accordance with the gross tonnage and engine-power 

reference levels, equipping vessels exceeding 15 m in overall length with the Vessel Monitoring System 

(VMS), provision of traceability (obligation to submit logbooks containing an entry for each catch 

regardless of the species and quantity of marine organisms caught), and measures governing leisure 

fishing at sea. 
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The Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia is an institution providing an expert basis for decision-

making on the management of marine fisheries, freshwater fisheries and aquaculture. 

Expertise for planning the implementation of freshwater fisheries management in fisheries districts is 

provided by the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia on the basis of fishpopulation monitoring, 

annual reports on catches by concessionaires, as well as ichthyological and biological inventories of 

fisheries districts. A fisheries-management plan covering a period of six years is an obligatory expert 

basis for integrated fisheries management of an individual fisheries zone. Management in individual 

fisheries districts is based on six-year fish-breeding plans. These plans include fishing regimes (number 

of fishing days, fishing method, minimum sizes, closed seasons, maximum number of fish caught), 

sustainable breeding of indigenous fish species in fish-breeding parts, stocking and other activities 

associated with conservation of stocks of indigenous fish populations. Annual plans are prepared by 

concessionaires pursuant to fish-breeding plans. In cooperation with the Institute of the Republic of 

Slovenia for Nature Conservation, the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia drafts plans which are 

approved by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food in agreement with the minister responsible 

for nature and water protection. These plans enable sustainable use of fishery resources, compliance 

with all nature-protection guidelines, conservation of biodiversity and protection of protected fish 

species. Drafting of a long-term (12-year) management programme for fishery resources in inland 

waters is now envisaged. 

Fisheries management in fisheries districts is performed by concessionaires. On the basis of a public call, 

concessions were granted in 2008 for the implementation of fisheries management in districts (inland 

waters in Slovenia are divided into 12 fisheries zones and 67 fisheries districts). Along with fishing, a 

concessionaire must also perform certain public tasks in his district (keeping, restocking with indigenous 

fish species, and other measures aimed at improving fish population and biodiversity). 

Commercial fishing is prohibited in freshwater fisheries; leisure fishing with hooks is allowed but 

fishermen must report their daily catch. Concessionaires report on the annual catch in their districts to 

the fisheries cadastre kept by the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia. 

With respect to measures for sustainable management of freshwater fish stocks, local genetic origin is 

taken into consideration in repopulation with indigenous fish species as part of fish-breeding plans (each 

plan must be approved by the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning). Electro fishing is 

banned in general, but may be used for indigenous fish only for the purpose of sustainable breeding for 

restocking. 

Sport fishing is also practiced in commercial ponds, which may be stagnant waters and for which a water 

right must be granted. With the exception of sustainable breeding in fishbreeding parts, fish breeding is 

performed solely on the basis of a granted water right for breeding of aquatic organisms. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 
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• To draw up fish-breeding plans on the basis of the abundance and species composition of fish 

populations within internationally recognised methodologies; 

• To use in a sustainable manner species that are subject to marine fishing and harvesting of marine 

organisms while simultaneously reducing bycatch and negative impact of fishing on the benthic, pelagic 

and other communities of wild animals and plants; 

• To gradually cease stocking all fish species into open waters in the ecologically important areas and to 

increasingly take into account local genetic origin in the stocking of indigenous fish species; 

• To fish in such a way that the natural age structure of animal populations is not altered and to stop the 

fishing of indigenous species by electrifying devices; 

• To physically enclose and separate commercial fish farms from natural watercourses to prevent 

escape of fish and organic pollution; 

• To promote the breeding of indigenous fish species in commercial fish farms. 

Objectives for Sustainable Use of Biodiversity in Fisheries 

Objectives (2001) Measure Indicator 

To manage freshwaterfish 

populations on the basis of an 

expert and transparent definition of 

fish population sizes, while taking 

into account ecological processes in 

water ecosystems, the natural load-

bearing capacity of the 

environment and nature-protection 

guidelines to conserve biodiversity. 

Granting concessions for fisheries management in 

fisheries districts of inland waters. Drafting of a 12-

year management programme for fishery resources 

in inland waters. Preparation of 6-year 

management plans for 12 fisheries zones and 6-

year fish-breeding plans for 67 fisheries districts 

(the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia drafts 

management plans for fisheries zones and 

fishbreeding plans, which are approved by the 

minister of agriculture, forestry and food in 

agreement with the minister responsible for nature 

and water protection). Fishing is allowed solely on 

the basis of a valid fishing licence in which the 

fisherman must record his catch; only fishing with 

pole, lines and hooks is permitted; minimum sizes 

of fish caught and closed seasons are prescribed to 

guarantee sustainable use of fishing species. 

Setting up a fisheries cadaster composed of 

databases that are important for fisheries planning, 

preparation of expert basis and opinions, measures 

and regulations concerning freshwater fishing. 

Monitoring on the basis of biological and 

ichthyological inventories in line with the work 

programme of the Fisheries Research Institute of 

Slovenia. To supervise implementation of 

legislation on freshwater fisheries. 

Concessions granted. Management and 

fishbreeding plans define volume of catch for 

respective fishing districts, number of fishing 

days and maximum catch; fishbreeding plans 

enable sustainable use of fish while preserving 

the stock of indigenous fish species and 

protecting protected fish species. Catch of 

individual fishing species. Fisheries cadastre. - 

Changes to monitoring results; 

To ensure sustainable use of biotic 

resources, subject to marine fishing 

and harvesting of marine 

organisms, and to conserve 

biodiversity in marine and coastal 

Fisheries management in line with the EU Common 

Fisheries Policy. Collection of fisheries data 

(biological, technical, environmental and 

socioeconomic data) in line with EU regulations and 

introduction of cross-checking of data in the InfoRib 

Current national programme for fisheries data 

collection. Reference levels for gross tonnage 

(GT) and engine power (kW) for Slovenia in line 

with EU regulations: 1,057 GT and 10,974 kW. 

Coordination of fishing effort with surrounding 
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habitat types. system. To set up records of vessels authorised for 

commercial sea fishing in line with EU regulations 

(InfoRib information system). Coordination of 

fishing effort with active fishing gear in line with 

the Marine Fisheries Management Plan in the 

waters under the jurisdiction of the Republic of 

Slovenia. All vessels exceeding 15 m in overall 

length were equipped with the Vessel Monitoring 

System (VMS) in line with EU regulations. Setting 

up a system for traceability of fisheries products in 

line with EU regulations. No authorisations are 

required for leisure fishing from the coast, but a 

fishing licence is required for leisure fishing from a 

boat. Biological sampling of the catch in marine 

fisheries. 

nets, shore seines, boat seines, trawl nets, 

pelagic trawl nets and dredges. Number of 

vessels equipped with VMS. Each catch must be 

recorded in logbooks according to species and 

quantity, logbooks are entered into the InfoRib 

information system. Records of annual licences 

for sport fishing, annual licences for sport fishing 

with a spear gun and fishing licences. Sampling is 

annually performed by the Fisheries Research 

Institute of Slovenia. 

 

5. Water management 

The amended Waters Act, the Resolution on the National Environmental Action Programme 2005–2012 

(ReNPVO), (Ur. l. RS, no. 2/06), regulations, reports on implementation and the Water Management Plan 

(WMP) constitute the regulatory basis for water management. 

The main environmental objectives covering surface water bodies (SWB) are to achieve favourable 

ecological and chemical status by 2015. Achievement of these objectives is also closely linked with 

objectives to reduce pollution from priority substances and elimination of emissions of priority 

substances to attain concentrations that are close to the values of the natural background. 

Detailed environmental objectives for water bodies have been defined as follows:  

– The objective for SWB for which favourable chemical status is expected to be achieved by 2015 

(probability assessment 2015=1, 2 and 3), is covered by "Preventing status deterioration", with the 

protection and conservation of favourable status of these water bodies to be ensured in the future; 

– The objective "Achievement of favourable status", i.e. favourable chemical and ecological status of 

surface waters, concerns SWB for which the 2015 probability assessment shows that without 

appropriate supplementary measures, environmental objectives will not be attained by 2015; 

– The objectives "Progressive reduction of pollution from priority substances" and "Ceasing or phasing 

out emissions, discharges and losses of priority hazardous substances" concern SWB where, according to 

data collected by the Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia, emissions of priority and/or 

priority hazardous substances from point sources of pollution took place in 2007. 

Heavily modified and artificial water bodies are subject to somewhat different criteria. By 2015, 

favourable chemical status and ecological potential are required to be achieved in these water bodies. 

Since the ecological potential has so far not yet been defined, these water bodies (WB) fall under 

"Preventing status deterioration". The aim of this objective is to keep the load status at the current level, 

until the ecological potential has been defined. 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To integrate biodiversity conservation objectives into all aspects of water management and to take 

into account nature-protection guidelines for the Water Management Plan covering the Danube and the 

Adriatic Sea aquatic area; 

• To ensure nature-friendly management of watercourses as integral systems and to manage them in a 

way that guarantees conservation or restoration of the natural dynamics of waters; to this end, the main 

tasks are the conservation and restoration of the embankment area and the flood zone, which functions 

as the habitat, or part of it, of many plant and animal species, in particular endangered species; 

• To conserve and, where possible, restore the passages between particular water bodies to ensure 

migration routes for animals; 

• To carry out activities at a time of year that does not coincide with the breeding season of animals and 

plants; 

• To manage waters and the water infrastructure network, including the removal of deposits and 

vegetation, in a manner that does not reduce biodiversity; 

• To remove gravel in an amount and manner that does not reduce biodiversity; 

• To guarantee the fulfilment of water-management objectives through reactivation of potential 

retention zones and creation of new ones; 

• To ensure ecologically acceptable water flow rates in all seasons, in particular during the period of 

natural low flow rates. 

Objectives for Conservation of Inland Water Biodiversity and Water-management Objectives 

Objective (2001) Implementation 

To conserve existing ecologically important wetlands and 

their habitat types at a favourable status and to restore 

the ecological characteristics of degraded inland waters, 

bogs and marshes, where feasible. 

Determination of biotically highly diverse or well-preserved habitat types and 

habitats of endangered plant or animal species through Decree on Special 

Protection Areas (Natura 2000 Sites), Waters Act (Ur. l. RS, no. 67/02, 110/02) and 

Act Amending the Waters Act (ZV-1A) (Ur. l. RS no. 57/08). Establishment of 

Ljubljansko Barje Landscape Park. 

To consider waters as a system in which groundwater 

and surface waters and their habitat types form an 

integral whole. 

Decree on Provisional Water Management Plan (Ur. l. RS, no. 4/09); Groundwater 

Directive (2006/118/EC)*; Rules on Determination of Groundwater Bodies (Ur. l. 

RS, no. 63/05); Rules on Determination of Surface Water Bodies (Ur. l. RS, no. 

63/05). 

To attain such water quality standards that exceptionally 

diverse, with regard to biotic characteristics, and well- 

preserved habitat types and habitats of endangered and 

endemic plant and animal species are not threatened, in 

particular by reducing industrial, agricultural and urban 

pollution of water. 

Directive on Environmental Quality Standards in the Field of Water Policy 

(2008/105/EC), Bathing Water Directive (2006/7/EC), 76/160/EEC), Nitrates 

Directive (91/676/EEC) and Operational Programme; Water scarcity and droughts 

(EC Communication), Adaptation to climate change (EC Communication), White 

Paper on Adapting to Climate Change. 

To prevent introduction of alien species into inland 

waters and the spread of already introduced alien 

species to ecologically important areas. 

The Freshwater Fishery Act (2006) provides that re-stocking may only take place 

with fish from the same water basin and originating from sustainable breeding, 

while prohibiting transfer of live fish into other waters. In WMP, alien, invasive 
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species are treated as load. 

To encourage land use on river banks and in alluvial river 

areas to conserve habitat types that maintain the water 

cycle, and are important for conservation of biodiversity 

and reduction and prevention of damage caused by 

waters. 

Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 

2007 on assessment and management of flood risks (Floods Directive) – 

transposition at the national level: Waters Act Ur. l. RS, nos. 67/02, 110/02) and 

Act Amending the Waters Act (ZV-1A) (Ur. l. RS no. 57/08); Decrees on conditions 

and restrictions regarding the performance of activities, including spatial planning 

activities, in areas endangered by floods and the associated erosion of inland 

waters and sea (Ur. l. RS, no. 89/08). 

To adjust land use to natural water regimes and to 

concentrate related activities outside of areas of 

intensive hydrodynamic processes and areas of 

strategically important water resources. 

Decree on Provisional Water Management Plan (Ur. l. RS, no. 4/09),  

To manage and protect waters in a manner that 

conserves biodiversity and ensures sustainable use of 

waters. 

Decree on Provisional Water Management Plan (Ur. l. RS, no. 4/09). 

To manage waters in a comprehensive manner by taking 

into account their dynamics and natural processes, as 

well as interconnection and interdependence of the 

relevant habitat types. 

Decree on Provisional Water Management Plan (Ur. l. RS, no. 4/09; Decree on 

Surface Water Status (Ur. l. RS, no. 14/09). 

 

6. Industry and energy sector 

Within the industry and energy sector there is too little cooperation with the field of biodiversity 

conservation, which is particularly due to planning policies and programmes of further development 

that do not consider biodiversity-conservation objectives. Further development of energy sources also 

does not sufficiently consider the principle of reducing their use and improving the situation. Moreover, 

planning and use of renewable energy sources are quite often in conflict with nature conservation. 

Consideration of new principles of the valuation of nature and ecosystem services demonstrates the 

urgent nature of nature conservation and the incorporation of the value of ecosystem services and 

biodiversity into sustainable development planning. 

Both objectives from the 2001 Strategy (to ensure the competitive position of industry through 

sustainable development that conserves biodiversity, and to guarantee a reliable and sufficient long-

term energy supply that is environmentally friendly and conserves biodiversity, while encouraging 

efficient energy use) require specific measures and consideration of strategic directions for their 

realisation. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To use energy and natural resources more efficiently and to take into account energyintensity trends 

in energy supply; 

• To reduce greenhouse-gas emissions; 

• To promote investments in clean industrial technologies and reduce emissions of harmful substances; 

• To promote industrial activities in areas where suitable infrastructure is in place, where it is possible to 

prevent environmental disasters, and where biodiversity is not threatened; 
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• To avoid construction of new energy-supply facilities in ecologically important areas or areas which are 

part of the ecological network. 

7. Transport 

OBJECTIVE: 

- To guarantee mobility of people and cargo that conserves biodiversity. Slovenia, like the majority of 

developed countries, is facing an important development dilemma. There is a strong ambition to ensure 

a high level of accessibility and mobility, while at the same time to avoid any negative impacts. Given the 

current lifestyle of the population, access to a reliable transport system is fundamental, since for the 

majority of people, mobility constitutes a precondition for their quality of life. People are nevertheless 

aware of the negative impact of the transport system on quality of life and show considerable concern. 

Transport can thus be considered both helpful and harmful. Resolving this conflict between the positive 

and negative effects of transport requires much more than just the recognition of its existence. The 

growth rate and the structure of transport suggest the same (and in certain aspects even more serious) 

environmental problems. Slovenia is characterised by an aboveaverage increase in road transport and a 

reduction in railway and public passenger transport, which are becoming increasingly uncompetitive. In 

Slovenia, comprehensive consideration of the transport system is only in the preparatory phase, while 

the national transport policy does not essentially influence developments in individual transport sub-

systems. This leads to enhanced environmental problems caused by transport. Climate change is the 

most relevant environmental consequence ascribed to transport. Slovenia, like other EU Member States, 

has, in accordance with the Kyoto Protocol, committed itself to reducing greenhouse-gas emissions. In 

spite of this commitment, emissions have doubled over the last 20 years in Slovenia. 

Although emissions from transport have in recent years been reduced to a certain degree, the focus of 

transport-related environmental problems remains air pollution. Technological improvements, as a 

response to EU emission legislation, have contributed to a noticeable reduction of the discharge of 

pollutants into the air. Standards are being tightened and old vehicles replaced with new, cleaner ones. 

Transport is also characterised by other negative impacts, such as use of non-renewable energy sources, 

irreversible land use, noise, accidents, vehicle waste, inland water and sea pollution, fragmentation of 

land and natural habitats, and loss of biodiversity. These environmental problems frustrate the objective 

of sustainable development that we are striving for. Their resolution will require lengthy and 

coordinated efforts in several areas. Demand management and introduction of new technologies must 

become central areas of the implementation of transport and spatial policies. 

Road transport 

Growing traffic congestion is a result of the increase in car and freight transport, which cause the 

majority of environmental problems in this area. Due to a lack of competitiveness, the share of railway 

and public passenger transport is decreasing, while non-motorised forms of transport are also being 

neglected. Slovenia and the majority of its towns have to date favoured the development of road 

transport in spite of its numerous negative environmental, economic and social impacts. This attitude is 
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demonstrated by accelerated investments in road infrastructure, and simultaneous neglect of public 

passenger transport (PPT) and the development of other sustainable modes of transport, including non-

motorised forms. This unbalanced development of the transport system is further emphasised by the 

change in Slovenia's spatial structure, which is increasingly based on accessibility by cars and lorries. 

The majority of the population therefore satisfies their needs for mobility by using cars, while the 

majority of freight is also transported by road. An increase in the share of more sustainable transport 

modes (railway, PPT and vessels) at the expense of road transport is a basic objective of EU transport 

policy, which envisages the introduction of a more sustainable transport system by 2010. 

Greenhouse-gas emissions 

Greenhouse-gas emissions from transport, which are the result of fossil-fuel combustion, have more 

than doubled in Slovenia over the last 20years. During the last decade, transport has been ranked 

second among sectors by energy consumption, behind energy. This consumption is almost exclusively 

based on fossil fuels and greenhouse-gas emissions have thus increased in proportion to their growing 

use. The vast majority of emissions are the result of road transport. The restriction of emissions that 

contribute to the global temperature and sea-level rise was given a legal basis through adoption of the 

Kyoto Protocol. Through the obligations imposed by the Protocol, the control of the growth in fossil-fuel 

use in transport became a major political and environmental issue. However, in spite of this, EU and 

Slovenian transport policies do not include specific objectives to reduce the use of energy in transport. 

Air pollution and its impact on biodiversity can be effectively reduced through introduction of 

environmental zones, where driving environmentally burdening vehicles, e.g. cargo vehicles, is restricted. 

Since older lorries and passenger cars contribute a great deal of this type of emissions, restricting their 

use can be very effective. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To transfer transport to the more environmentally acceptable modes that have not yet been 

sufficiently exploited (e.g. railway transport); 

• To control pollution caused by transport by avoiding unnecessary or redundant transport and by less 

transport-intensive development in the industrial and urban sectors; 

• To technically improve vehicles and fuels to reduce emissions and energy consumption; to develop 

new drive modes and promote the collection and recycling of used vehicles; 

• To incorporate biodiversity-conservation principles into transport policy and the development of 

infrastructure, i.e. to avoid as much as possible areas of high nature value. 

• To prevent or limit negative impacts on landscape and ecosystems of construction of infrastructure 

and relevant activities and to optimally use the existing infrastructure; 
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• To stop fragmentation of ecosystems caused by the construction of new infrastructure facilities and to 

guarantee suitable passages for animals. 

8. Tourism 

OBJECTIVE: 

- To formulate balanced and sustainable tourist products and services by incorporating outstanding 

natural features and by taking into account the potential of the entire state and the risk to particular 

outstanding features. 

In Slovenia's Development Strategy to 2013, the Slovenian Government identified sustainable 

development as one of fundamental principles of the country's development. Sustainable development 

of tourism is also defined as a fundamental principle in the Promotion of Tourism Development Act (Ur. 

l., no. 2/04). This principle is accordingly considered a key paradigm of Slovene tourism development in 

the Development Plan and Policies of Slovene Tourism (DPPST) 2007–2011, which also implements it 

directly by promoting sustainable development at tourist destinations and, indirectly, by integrated 

elements of encouraging sustainable development within the envisaged activities and orientations of 

other basic policies, notably spatial and investment policy. 

Tourism is an important user of space and, by influencing local communities and the quality of life, and 

as a user of cultural and natural resources, plays an important environmental role in a broader sense. 

Since tourism also markets space, DPPST pays particular attention to sustainable development. 

Through balanced economic, social and environmental development, Slovenia wishes to achieve a 

significant contribution by the tourist sector to the economic and social welfare of citizens and to the 

satisfaction (and well-being) of tourists. In this context, tourism policy must assure that three key 

conditions for sustainable development in the tourism sector are met: 

- Protection of the natural environment and sustainable use of available resources (in particular, 

resources of vital importance or non-renewable resources); 

- Overall conservation and sustainable use of cultural heritage; 

- Consideration of society, respect for its cultural values (identity) and prevention of any negative 

impacts of mass tourism. 

The policy of spatial development of tourism pays special attention to rational siting and building of 

tourist facilities and, indirectly, to care for the preservation of natural assets and cultural heritage as the 

main resources of tourism. For the development of tourism, it is of utmost importance that the systemic, 

institutional and instrumental bases of spatial development and environmental-protection policy 

become friendly towards tourism investments and activities, and towards tourists themselves as the 

source of tourism consumption. This applies particularly to protected areas, in which it is necessary to 

assure a balance between environmental protection and development. 
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DPPST measures specifically intended to promote sustainable development of tourism include: 

- Development of indicators for sustainable tourism: 

OBJECTIVE – Encouraging the development and monitoring of the implementation of sustainable 

development, 

Defining key indicators for sustainable development of tourism at tourist destination; 

- Spatial planning for development of tourism: 

OBJECTIVE – Assuring favourable spatial conditions for the development of tourism, in accordance with 

the principles of sustainable development; 

- Creating conditions for the development of tourism in protected areas: 

OBJECTIVE – Assuring favourable spatial conditions for the development of tourism in protected areas 

(emphasis on Natura 2000 areas). 

Within annual tourism policy, sustainable and regional development of tourism is covered by specific 

measures. 

The Ministry of the Economy has carried out several activities related to implementation of measures 

under Agenda 21 and supported these measures during Slovenia's Presidency of the EU Council. 

During its EU Presidency in 2008, Slovenia organised the first seminar in a series of EU public-awareness 

campaigns supported by the European Commission and related to the possibilities offered by various EU 

funds for the implementation of the objectives of the Agenda for Tourism. For national stakeholders in 

the area of tourism, the Ministry of the Economy organised a conference entitled "Presentation of 

activities for sustainable European tourism". 

Among the key national measures in implementing EU policies of the Agenda for sustainable and 

competitive European Tourism is Slovenia's integration into priority European Commission measures on 

realising the sustainable concept of European tourism, i.e. Slovenia's participation in the EC's EDEN 

ecotourism project. The project is based on annual national competitions and selection of a European 

destination of excellence. 

The Ministry of the Economy co-finances implementation of the following programme: 

Development of existing programmes of ecological management of beaches and marinas (Blue Flag) and 

upgrading the development of other programmes to promote the quality of the environment in tourism 

and provision of environmental information. 

The ministry is co-financing the costs of the introduction of the EU ecolabel (EU flower) for tourist 

accommodation by way of a public tender. 
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Special attention is being paid to the promotion of quality tourism, based on sustainabledevelopment 

principles to encourage the introduction of ecological management in Slovene tourist companies and 

the introduction of the hotel service quality system (both programmes or manuals are available on 

Ministry of the Economy websites). 

On the basis of these manuals, in 2007 and 2008 the ministry organised free workshops for 

representatives of the Slovenian tourism economy that were exceptionally well attended. 

An interesting example of the interconnection between tourism and biodiversity conservation is the 

traditional Bohinj Flower Festival organised by the local tourist organisation with the assistance of 

several partners. The purpose of the event is to demonstrate the importance and usefulness of plants in 

all fields, from nutrition to culture. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To include biodiversity components in tourist products and services and thus develop new tourist 

products and services that increase profit and create new jobs; 

• To reduce burdening of the environment by tourism through promotion of environmentally acceptable 

activities suitable for the local tourist economy; 

• To develop and construct tourist and recreational infrastructure suitable for specific protected areas, 

in particular in and near national, regional and landscape parks, to direct public access to areas, 

including recreational zones, within the protected area; 

• To introduce zoning in protected areas to direct public access by classifying areas into several 

categories, from areas where access is prohibited to areas where construction of tourist infrastructure is 

welcome; 

• To promote environmentally friendly and balanced growth of tourism and other activities, while 

simultaneously reducing pressure on biodiversity; 

• To coordinate spatial distribution and timing of activities to avoid disturbing animals and plants, and 

prevent their destruction; 

• To raise awareness of employees of tourist facilities and tourists about the importance of biodiversity 

for high-quality tourist products and services (e.g. competitions for nature protection or environmental-

protection awards). 

9. Measures to mitigate climate change 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is one of the three conventions deriving directly from the 

Earth Summit held in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, along with the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). While climate change has 

become one of the hottest topics and has had a significant impact on political decision-makers and the 
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general public, the other two agreements have remained in the shadows in relevant discussions. They 

are, nevertheless, equally important in the current rapidly changing global environment. Slovenia 

emphasises the urgency of the synergy of the Rio conventions to achieve sustainable development. 

Within measures to achieve the 2010 EU objective, Slovenia aims at demonstrating concrete results 

through: 

• Establishment of enhanced collaborative work on the UNFCCC and the CBD at the national level, 

emphasised by the EU to achieve synergy between Rio conventions; 

• Intersectoral cooperation in achieving the 2010 biodiversity objective by considering forest 

biodiversity; 

• Conclusion of the preparation of the action plan for biodiversity conservation and its implementation, 

and the Natura 2000 Site Management Programme (Operational Programme 2007–2013). 

In this context, it should be highlighted that Slovenia will particularly call for early introduction of 

second-generation biofuels within the EU, with wood biomass as the basic source of production. Thus, 

the issue of biofuels is directly related to forest biodiversity. Due to the relevance of this topic, an 

informal meeting on second-generation biofuels and the impact of their production on forest 

biodiversity in Slovenia was held between EU ministers of the environment during Slovenia's Presidency 

of the EU Council. 

The Government Office for Climate Change was established in 2009, while the Climate Change Act, 

which also covers biodiversity, is currently being drafted. 

Support activities 

10. Legislative and economic mechanisms 

OBJECTIVES: 

- To enforce biodiversity conservation measures provided for in the Nature Conservation Act; 

- To enforce measures for conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its components provided 

for in the National Environmental Action Plan. 

Legislation governing conservation of biodiversity and protection of valuable natural 

features 

Financial resources for conservation of biodiversity and protection of valuable natural 

features 

The programme policy of nature conservation is a priority in the National Environmental Action Plan 

(NEAP), while its implementation is fully within the domain of the Republic of Slovenia. In the period 

2006–2010, relevant funds from the national budget were earmarked for the conservation of 

biodiversity and natural assets. Preservation of a high level of biodiversity was also fully financed from 



 

30 

 

budgetary funds. Given the objectives of the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) and the Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC), measures on the preparation and implementation of programmes related to management 

of special protected areas and integration of Natura 2000 objectives into other plans, such as 

forestmanagement, game-breeding and hunting and fishery plans, have been financed as a matter of 

priority. Appropriate attention should also be paid to training teams for communication and awareness-

raising, as well as to promotion intended for the visitors of Natura 2000 areas. To improve the 

effectiveness of protection measures and prompt assessment of conservation status, monitoring of 

biodiversity and natural value is required, along with monitoring of implementation of priority nature-

conservation policies within Natura 2000 sites and within plant and animal habitats the conservation of 

which is in the interest of the European Union. 

In this context, it is essential to establish or upgrade the information system in the field of nature 

conservation. National budgetary funds are also earmarked for the implementation of "renaturation" 

projects in terms of habitat rehabilitation and improvement, purchase of as much land as possible that is 

relevant to biodiversity conservation, as well as for compensation due to loss of development rights and 

reimbursement for damage caused by protected animal species. Current management measures related 

to Natura 2000 agricultural and forest areas financed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

as a matter of priority by means of EU funds (the Rural Development Programme and European 

Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund). Investment and "renaturation" measures are additionally 

funded through structural funds, while programmes for the promotion of sustainable development are 

financially supported by the Cohesion Fund (including Leader and Interreg). 

To implement management programmes for Natura 2000 areas, it has been necessary to upgrade the 

existing structure of management in charge of areas under protection (public institutions and 

concessionaires). Along with the completion of the entire personnel and organisational structure in the 

area of nature conservation, the integration of NGOs in conservation efforts and the improvement of 

harmonisation of scientific and research programmes with nature-conservation requirements, it was 

also necessary to ensure implementation of other tasks in the area of biodiversity conservation and 

protection of natural assets. Data on national budgetary funds for 2006–2010 are indicated in the table 

below. 

Table: Budgetary resources earmarked for the conservation of nature in the 2006–2010 period (in EUR): 

ACTIVITIES 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Protected areas 3,175,494 3,374,000 4,223,003 4,212,706 4,640,380 

Natura 2000 303,600 2,888,000 530,000 691,989 656,411 

ZRSVN 2,007,757 2,036,000 2,036,491 2,784,161 2,710,290 

ARSO (nature) 503,343 650,977 595,563 955,704 953,916 

Implementation of measures of ZoN (Nature Conservation Act) 775,486 800,977 732,622 1,091,492 115,779* 

Public Sector Salary System Act – Public Institutions Fund 14,227 15,000 - - - 

LIFE international projects 415,180 416,000 550,000 316,850 310,929 

International/EU activities 21,602 22,000 21,670 21,670 21,168 

Biotechnology 169,245 170,000 159,771 177,476 146,523 

Donations (Dinaric Arc) - - - 18,103 22,081 

TF-EU-communication in the Natura 2000 areas –donation 449,280 225,000 - - - 
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Own funding 149,760 150,000 - - - 

PHARE CFCUProgramme of crossborder cooperation with Austria 995,941 - - - - 

Own funding 336,140 - - - - 

TOTAL 8,977,209 7,498,977 8,253,557 9,314,447 9,577,477 

Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning – funds for nature 

protection 

0.12% 0.09% 0.09% 0.10% 0.09% 

Share of national budget allocated to the Ministry of the Environment and 

Spatial Planning 

2.14% 3.24% 2.53% 2.86% 2.82% 

Nature conservation is, as a rule, mainly a non-profit activity by its nature, which must be provided by 

the state and local communities in line with their responsibilities. This definition places nature 

conservation activities within the public financing system that is generally implemented through the 

national budget. Thus it is determined by law that the state and local communities bear the public costs 

of nature conservation. The state guarantees funds for measures aimed at biodiversity conservation and 

at the protection of valuable natural features, for the implementation of the public service of nature 

conservation and for compensations under the provisions of the Nature Conservation Act. Local 

communities guarantee funds for measures aimed at protection of valuable natural features, for the 

implementation of the public service of nature conservation and for compensation when it is related to 

protection of valuable natural features of local relevance. 

The law also foresees other sources of financing for the public service of nature conservation, which are 

regulated through the financing of institutions as entities that perform a public-service activity. This 

includes payments for performed services, grants, donations and other sources allowed by the statute. 

The Farmland and Forest Fund, which, on behalf of the state, manages farm land and forests that are 

property of the state and located in protected areas established by the state, remits managers of these 

areas a part of the excess of revenue over expenditure of the fund defined annually by the Government. 

These funds must be used for the intended purpose: execution of measures for conservation of 

biological diversity of farmland and forests in compliance with the annual programme prepared by the 

manager. 

Along with the system of public, direct and purpose-based financing of nature conservation determined 

by the Nature Conservation Act, the financing of nature conservation by funds provided through other 

sources, in particular international financial sources, foreign or domestic donations and sponsorships, is 

of equal importance. These funds can be used by public institutions, local communities, non-

governmental organisations, companies or individuals. 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL SOURCES are sources available to international governmental and non-

governmental organisation, convention secretariats and the European Union. These funds are 

earmarked for support of different nature-conservation measures and activities working with individual 

states through public tenders or implementation of programmes. 

The EU has several financing instruments at its disposal, such as structural and cohesion funds, pre-

accession programmes, thematic programmes, etc. LIFE III – Nature is the EU's financial instrument 

designed for the nature conservation and providing financing of natureconservation projects related to 
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conservation of Natura 2000 areas and habitats of protected plant and animal species. Public tenders 

within this programme were concluded in 2005. LIFE + is a new method of financing environmental 

programmes, including the nature conservation and biodiversity programme. 

The European Union also co-finances agri-environmental measures (AEM), whose purpose is, in addition 

to popularisation of agricultural production that meets the needs of customers and protects their health, 

to provide sustainable use of natural resources, to reduce negative impacts of agriculture on the 

environment and to conserve biological diversity and protected areas. Agri-environmental programmes, 

aimed at enhancing the conservation of endangered plant and animal species and at increasing concern 

for the landscape, began to be implemented in 2003 within the work of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Food. The most important measures are: mountain pasture, mowing steep meadows and 

bumpy meadows, preserving meadow orchards, preserving extensive grassland, preserving cultivated 

and inhabited landscape in protected areas, breeding domestic animals in the central area of large 

carnivores, preserving specific grassland habitats. Measures for conservation of biodiversity are 

implemented in ecologically important areas that also include Natura 2000 areas. 

11. Spatial Management 

OBJECTIVES: 

- Proper integration of concern for conservation of biodiversity in spatial-planning documents and into 

procedures of preparing spatial-planning and implementing acts (e.g. vulnerability studies, 

comprehensive environmental-impact assessment and environmental impact assessment), in particular 

in protected and internationally important areas; 

- Supporting inclusion of the public in procedures to prepare and adopt spatial-planning documents. 

GUIDELINES 

• Upgrading the legislative basis for ensuring high-quality impact assessment that will include 

assessment of biodiversity loss and loss of landscape diversity; 

• Improving the revision of content of spatial-planning documents. 

Spatial development is planned at the national and local levels. At the state level, the ministry 

responsible for spatial development is responsible for preparation of strategic spatialplanning 

documents (the Spatial Development Strategy of Slovenia, 2004) and for leading the preparation of state 

spatial plans for spatial arrangements of national importance that include state traffic, energy, 

environmental and other infrastructure. At the local level, municipalities that prepare municipal spatial-

planning documents and municipal detailed planning documents are responsible for spatial planning. If 

they agree so with other municipalities, they may also prepare inter-municipal planning documents for 

implementing projects from the relevant regional programme. The spatial-planning documents listed 

are in a hierarchical relationship, which means that a document from an inferior level must comply with 

a higher-ranking spatial planning document (i.e. it must not be in conflict with it). 
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Compliance is checked during the preparation procedure of a spatial-planning act. The preparation 

process is prescribed by the relevant statute (the Spatial Planning Act, 2007). 

Under this act, the following entities are involved in the preparation process: the responsible body (the 

ministry or the municipality, depending on the type of spatial-planning document), the developer 

(outside institution), the responsible bodies regulating spatial development (ministries vested with 

public authority) and the public. The initial stage of every spatialplanning document involves decision-

making in compliance with the Environmental Protection Act, to determine whether a comprehensive 

environmental-impact assessment and assessment of the acceptability of impacts on the natural 

environment needs to be implemented or not within the procedure of preparing the spatial-planning act, 

which is headed by the ministry responsible for the environment. When national spatial-planning 

documents are being prepared, a comprehensive environmental-impact assessment is carried out in the 

stage of elaboration of a study of alternatives, which in addition to the environmental part 

(comprehensive environmental-impact assessment of a particular alternative) also encompasses impact 

assessment from technical and economic aspects. 

Biodiversity assessment is part of the acceptability assessment of the spatial-planning document for the 

natural environment, if the latter is required, which is decided by the responsible body on the basis of 

an opinion submitted by the public service responsible for nature conservation. The decision is adopted 

on the basis of spatial arrangements regulated by a specific spatial-planning document, and the 

characteristic features of the area to which it refers. In general, an assessment is undertaken if the 

spatial-planning document in question contains Natura 2000 areas; however, it may also be undertaken 

if the foreseen spatial arrangements in the Natura 2000 impact area may influence Natura 2000 areas. If 

the decision is affirmative, an environmental report on the impact of the planned spatial arrangements 

is required. The environmental report is also tabled, normally together with the spatial-planning 

document, after the developer has obtained an affirmative opinion from the service responsible for 

comprehensive assessment. 

The public is also included in preparation procedures for a spatial-planning document during the stage 

of its preparation (supplemented draft). The developer is obliged to organise the tabling of the spatial-

planning document, which must be for a period of at least 30 days, and its reading in a local community. 

During this time, the public can submit written or oral comments. The developer takes a position on 

particular comments and proposals, which is approved by an appropriate body (the Government or 

municipal council). These approved proposals are duly taken into account when preparing a draft 

spatial-planning document. 

The Spatial Planning Act determines that bodies responsible for spatial planning must submit their 

opinion in the final stage of preparation of a spatial-planning document, wherein they check adherence 

to preliminary guidelines on preparing a spatial-planning document. 

Preparation of spatial-planning act is completed by approval of compliance on the part of the minister of 

the environment and spatial planning, and by its adoption on the part of the relevant administrative-
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level authority heading the preparation process (national spatialplanning documents are adopted by the 

national parliament and municipal spatial-planning documents are adopted by the municipal council), 

and by publication in the official gazette. In the process of monitoring preparation of municipal spatial-

planning documents, the ministry responsible for the area of the development (the local community) 

draws attention to any potential non-compliance in terms of substance or conflicts with the adopted 

spatial-planning strategy. Local communities or spatial planners who prepare the spatial-development 

plan are obliged to observe the provisions of implementing regulations that determine the contents of a 

particular spatial-development plan and also the Spatial Order of Slovenia (2004), which determines 

general and special rules for development planning. 

Comprehensive assessment and acceptability assessment are implemented on the basis of 

implementing regulations in partnership with the Comprehensive Assessment section and the Nature 

section of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning. 

12. Monitoring 

OBJECTIVES: 

- Upgrading the list of species and populations for Slovenia 

- Monitoring the impacts of the most important pressures on biodiversity on the basis of a set of 

indicators; 

- Monitoring reactions to reduction of pressures and also society’s willingness to change established 

behavioural patterns; 

- Providing access to interpretations of collected data and data themselves, if appropriate. 

Article 11 of the Habitats Directive and Articles 4 and 12 of the Birds Directive impose on EU Member 

States a duty to implement the monitoring of the status of species conservation and to report on the 

results at regular intervals. Article 108 of the Nature Conservation Act also regulates this monitoring. 

Monitoring implementation further increases the volume of data serving as the basis for impact 

assessment on the natural environment as part of acceptability assessment of plans, and in certain cases, 

the data collected already permit the selection of alternatives. 

Under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive, EU Member States must make a report on implementation of 

measures laid down by this Directive every six years. In particular, this report includes information on 

preservation measures from Article 6 (1), evaluation of the impacts of these measures on the state of 

preservation of natural habitat types from Annex I and species from Annex II and the main results of 

monitoring this state from Article 11. The major part of the report consists of evaluation of 

conservation-status indicators for species and habitat types from all Annexes across the whole national 

territory. 

In Slovenia, the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning is responsible for reporting, and the 

Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation, in partnership with the Slovenia Forestry 
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Service and the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia, is the coordinating body for reporting for 

species and habitat types. Slovenia reported on 203 species and 60 habitat types in two bio-

geographical regions for the period 2004–2006. 

The final summary table with the contents of the report for species and habitat types is published on 

http://www.zrsvn.si/dokumenti/65/2/2008/hd_porocanje_1216.xls 

The collected data are not complete because they are not a result of a systematic approach; however, 

they are the best assessment of the original status so far. 

Following a request placed by the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning and the 

Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia, a number of studies have been prepared and 

published on the website: 

http://www.natura2000.gov.si/index.php?id=211 

Moreover, monitoring is also part of the sectoral programmes and is included in the preceding chapters. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• Adoption of legal provisions on the internationally comparable monitoring of biodiversity indicators at 

the ecosystem, species and genetic levels; 

• Further implementation of the national biodiversity monitoring programme; 

• Central coordination and record keeping on listing (inventory-making) and monitoring of biodiversity; 

• Transparent presentation of methods for establishing the status of biodiversity and encouraging 

responses to negative trends; 

• Defining indicators for impact assessment of interventions and activities on the components of 

biodiversity and for progress assessment in strategy implementation; 

• Monitoring indicators of interventions and activities causing degradation of habitats, unsustainable 

activities, emissions of pollutants and release or spread of alien species and GMOs into the environment; 

• Monitoring public opinion on issues of biodiversity and society’s willingness to change the established 

behavioural patterns. 

13. Education, training and communication (partnership) 

Emphasis in the field of education and training is on educating trainers and teachers who, through the 

educational process and partnership between schools and public and professional institutions, spread 

knowledge and raise awareness among young people and the rest of the public on the relevance of 

biodiversity for the functioning of the ecosphere whose products represent the living conditions for our 

survival, by means of different projects and activities. This is also the basis for understanding the 
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necessity of sustainable use of natural resources and of the cross-curricular field of environmental 

education. 

In the field of education and training, the National Education Institute, working with the Ministry of the 

Environment and Spatial Planning and also independently, organized seminars for teachers on topics 

related to understanding the operation of living systems and their development (from an organism’s cell 

to the population of an ecosystem and the ecosphere as a whole). This knowledge was upgraded by 

understanding the mechanisms of evolution that produce biodiversity. In this way, we contributed to 

advancing knowledge that facilitates understanding of conservation of the biodiversity that creates 

conditions for our survival. Understanding sustainable use of natural resources (including biodiversity) 

and sustainable development has been incorporated into the updated curricula, from the perspective of 

particular disciplines or subjects. We have been encouraging schools to work with professional 

institutions in nature conservation (the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, parks, regional 

institutions for nature and other institutes) through project activities, natural-science days and other 

activities. Every year since 2000, the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning and the National 

Education Institute have prepared proposals for awareness rising of young people and the wider public 

and invited all schools to take part. 

In 2008, the National Education Institute organised an international conference entitled "Biological 

Science and Society, Ecosystems – Interaction of Living Systems", dealing with biodiversity at all levels of 

organisation in the living environment. The papers presented at the conference made up a publication 

entitled "International Conference on Biodiversity". In this way, each year we have increased awareness 

of 300 to 400 interested educators on the relevance of biological diversity, and acquainted them with 

potential activities for assisting in conservation of biodiversity and its functions. They have been passing 

this knowledge to young people through their work. 

In the field of education, curricula for biology have been updated so that a greater emphasis is now 

placed on an integrated approach to treating living systems at all levels of organisation in the living 

environment, on their interaction and mechanisms that generate biodiversity, which facilitates more 

successful understanding of the relevance of biodiversity and the search for appropriate activities to 

assist in conservation of biodiversity and its functions. The curriculum covering the cross-curricular field 

of environmental education has been updated and now also covers sustainable development. Education 

and training for all professions have been organised within environmental education. Thus knowledge of 

how to contribute to conservation of biodiversity within professions affecting the natural environment 

has been improved. 

Organised education and training seminars and courses, supporting material for participants (e.g. the 

previously mentioned publication of conference papers), seminars for teachers and mentors, activities 

carried out at schools and reports of mentors on awareness-raising activities serve as indicators for 

performance assessment. 
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Besides pursuing the planned activities aimed at training education providers in the systemic approach 

to the living environment and conserving biodiversity within the international conference and as part of 

the introduction of the updated curricula, training for teachers on the topic of biodiversity will be carried 

out on all levels of organisation in the natural environment. This will contribute to pursuing and 

upgrading awareness of the relevance of biodiversity and the selection of appropriate activities for its 

conservation. 

The Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, protected areas and particular sectoral fields have 

been participating successfully in awareness-raising activities. 

Thus, for example, the results of investigations on the status of animal genetic resources in Slovenia 

have been published in expert publications, and some are also published on the website of the 

Department of Zootechnology of the Biotechnical Faculty of the University of Ljubljana. Every year, a 

one-day public expert workshop is organised on the topic of animal genetic resources. In 2003, Pošta 

Slovenije included in the programme of commemorative postage stamps for the year a set of stamps 

from the Fauna series featuring Slovenian indigenous breeds of domestic animals: Cika cattle, Jezersko-

Solčava sheep, Krško polje pig, Styrian hen – Štajerka. The Department of Zootechnology of the 

Biotechnical Faculty of the University of Ljubljana prepared a description and picture for each. Since 

2005, when, on the initiative of the SAVE organisation, the European day of Agrobiodiversity was first 

celebrated, a number of expert contributions have been prepared, and have now been published at 

http://www.bfro.uni-lj.si/Kat_center/genska_banka/gradiva.htm. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To enforce state policy in the field of awareness raising and promoting education on all aspects of 

biodiversity; 

• To develop programmes for informing, educating and raising the awareness of the public about the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and to coordinate these activities; 

• To set up an appropriate system for informing and supporting participation of individuals in 

biodiversity-conservation activities, and for encouraging wise and sound use of natural resources; 

• To incorporate purposeful communication in activities involved in conservation of biodiversity and 

sustainable use of its components; consequently, intersectoral communication and communication with 

local populations should improve; 

• To organise campaigns and other awareness-raising activities within all sectors concerned with 

biodiversity; 

• To train staff involved in the implementation of the biodiversity-conservation strategy at the local, 

national or international level; 

• To reward economic and social actors for achievements in the field of biodiversity conservation. 

http://www.bfro.uni-lj.si/Kat_center/genska_banka/gradiva.htm
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Objectives for sustainable use of biodiversity: education and training 

The main objective in education and training related to sustainable use of biodiversity is to guarantee 

the specific technical knowledge required for conservation of biodiversity among all actors who 

professionally intervene in or affect biodiversity. The need to develop integrated knowledge on the 

living environment and approaches to this area is significant. 

Consequently, activities have been directed into providing expert knowledge of systemic biology that 

offers expert knowledge for seeking solutions aimed at conserving biodiversity. 

This knowledge was integrated in the updated curricula and educational activities. Moreover, 

opportunities for financing projects to be implemented by the National Education Institute in 

partnership with the respective discipline from the university and teachers were sought. Unfortunately, 

we did not succeed in securing these funds. 

As a further step, professional training of key actors in education (teachers) will require enhancing to 

guarantee a satisfactory level of general biology education that provides knowledge on the environment, 

biology and biodiversity at all stages of the education process. During the last 20 years, the volume and 

status of knowledge on the living environment and evolution has been considerably curtailed in both 

primary schools and in secondary education. Thus, further pursuit of activities aimed at guaranteeing 

the right of access of all citizens to general knowledge on the living environment, with emphasis on 

knowledge facilitating appropriate understanding of conservation of biodiversity and its functions, is 

required. 

Objectives for Sustainable Use of Biodiversity: Education and Training 

Objective (2001) Measure Indicator Modification/Status 2009 Strategic Directions 

To guarantee 

specific technical 

knowledge 

required for 

conservation of 

biodiversity for all 

actors who 

professionally 

affect biodiversity. 

Updating curricula for the 

subject of biology and 

educational activities. All 

those participating in the 

programme of 

agrienvironmental 

payments have to pass, 

within a period of five 

years, a specific training 

programme involving a 

determined number of 

hours. 

Training (300–400 

participants) carried out for 

the purpose of developing 

and attaining comprehensive 

understanding of the way 

the living environment 

functions and raising 

awareness on the 

integration of people in the 

web of life on earth, on 

which they depend. After 

attending training, 

participants obtain a 

certificate on the content, 

trainer and number of hours 

spent in the training process. 

Improved understanding 

of expert knowledge in the 

field of biodiversity and 

advanced material to aid 

training and 

awarenessraising. 

Conditions apply to all 

involved in 

agrienvironmental 

measures by 2013. 

Efforts aimed at reinstating 

opportunity to develop 

appropriate general 

knowledge on the living 

environment and specific 

biological knowledge on 

conservation of biodiversity 

at all levels of education. 

Conditions apply to all 

those involved in 

agrienvironmental 

measures by 2013. 

To guarantee a 

satisfactory level of 

general biology 

education 

providing 

knowledge on the 

Activities aimed at 

asserting the necessity of 

setting up proper access to 

advanced general 

biological education or 

reinstating the volume of 

Updated curriculum should 

re-introduce functional 

mechanisms of organisms, 

ecosystems, genetics and 

other knowledge on the 

functioning of living 

In high-school education, 

training of biology 

teachers for integrated 

teaching of understanding 

of the living environment 

and the importance of the 

Guaranteeing the right of 

access of all citizens to 

general knowledge on the 

living environment with 

emphasis on knowledge 

facilitating appropriate 
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environment, 

biology and 

biodiversity at all 

stages of the 

education process. 

biology that existed before 

the reform and 

introduction of nine-year 

primary schooling. 

organisms or their cells, 

population, ecosystems and 

ecosphere. Only part of the 

task of achieving systematic 

regulation of access to full 

biological education in 

primary schooling, 

vocational training and other 

levels of education has been 

implemented. 

conservation of 

biodiversity generated by 

evolution has been carried 

out. 

understanding and 

conservation of biodiversity 

and its functions. 

 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To improve the current level of quality and extent of natural-science programmes that contribute to 

understanding of the functioning of biodiversity, in particular biology programmes, in all schools; 

• To define the minimum range of common curriculum themes and integrate into them nature-

protection or biodiversity issues at all levels of the formal education process; 

• To monitor implementation of environmental and nature-protection education programmes and to 

evaluate their effects; 

• To include convention issues in graduate and post-graduate theses; 

• To prepare and support programmes of interdisciplinary training and specialist training of nature-

conservation staff, in particular for project management, management tasks and on communicating 

with the public and other relevant target groups. 

• To draw up programmes for interdisciplinary training of disseminators of knowledge on nature-

protection, in particular teachers, agricultural advisers, nongovernmental organisations, public water 

management and forestry services and employees of tourist companies and organisations, to educate 

interested groups (e.g. owners and managers) and raise their awareness; 

• To promote continuous adult education in nature conservation and environmental protection; 

• To establish and promote development of research and interdisciplinary environmental-education 

centres; 

• To support cooperation with and between companies and non-governmental organisations in 

awareness-raising, education, training and other forms of communication. 

Objectives for sustainable use of biodiversity: communicating (partnership) 

The main objective set in 2001 was promoting decision-making based on available information, 

comparing information and knowledge, upgrading and integrating knowledge, and preventing 

unnecessary duplication of work. In the education process below university level, projects were 

implemented that encouraged cross-curricular integration of topics to improve communication (an 



 

40 

 

interdisciplinary approach) and development of critical thinking, independent judgment and decision-

making at the personal and social levels. The indicator in this field included published educational 

materials and advanced training and education offered on the living environment, consideration of 

evolution, and the functioning and interaction of the web of life in approaching and planning sustainable 

development. The result is improved cooperation between subject disciplines and a culture of 

professional coordination in the common areas supplemented by their aspects. We now aim to facilitate 

better access to education, training and learning, and coordination of aspects of different disciplines 

related to sustainable development among trainers. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

- To promote participation of all sectors, governmental, non-governmental, expert and scientific 

organisations, individuals, local communities, public media and other CHM users as information 

suppliers or users; 

- To establish control over legislation, strategic documents, projects, databases and mechanisms 

concerning biodiversity; 

- To coordinate databases with information on biodiversity; 

- To set priorities concerning research and education in the field of biodiversity on the basis of available 

and requested information; 

- To link knowledge with information and to ensure the necessary data for inquiries related to 

enforcement of the convention at the national and international level; 

- To guarantee informing of the public and public participation in decision-making procedures 

concerning environmental-impact assessments by establishing an internationally comparable and 

publicly accessible information system; 

- To establish a clearing-house mechanism to implement the Protocol on Biosafety pursuant to the 

mandatory provisions of the convention. 

14. Other national strategies and initiatives 

In 2006, the European Commission adopted the Communication on Halting the loss of biodiversity by 

2010 and beyond, and the EU Action Plan, which calls upon EU Member States to meet the biodiversity 

objective. Slovenia has not adopted any planning act for meeting the 2010 objective, but in October 

2007, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food and the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 

Planning signed the Countdown 2010 Declaration. With this, the ministries acceded to the IUCN 

Greenbelt initiative, highlighted several concrete tasks and objectives, and committed themselves to 

"halt or significantly reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010" at the national level. 

Countdown2010 

Slovenia’s commitments in the Countdown 2010 Declaration: 
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• Launch the Slovenian Countdown 2010 initiative on 16 October 2007 to further position and strengthen the contribution of Slovenia to the 

2010 biodiversity target; 

• Strengthen understanding and management of biodiversity, in particular focusing on endemic and endangered species, which are an essential 

feature for halting the loss of biodiversity given the richness of biodiversity in Slovenia; 

• Establish new and efficiently manage existing protected areas to contribute to the European and global network of protected areas by: 

o expanding existing transboundary collaboration in order to ensure a coherent transboundary network of protected areas, 

o further developing and implementing nature-conservation measures of the Natura 2000 Site Management Programme (Operational 

Programme 2007–2013) on existing and planned protected areas; 

• Ensure implementation of the Slovenian National Biodiversity Strategy and especially the Natura 2000 Site Management Programme 

(Operational Programme 2007–2013), the major Slovenian contribution to the 2010 biodiversity target, and report on concrete actions and 

indicators showing progress towards halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010, for instance: 

o achieving the set targets in relation to surface area under agri-environmental measures, 

o fully including actions in sectoral management plans, 

o achieving set targets on nature-protection measures, 

o establishing the planned monitoring system; 

• Establish a monitoring system that will allow for continuous review of the status of biodiversity and progress in the implementation of 

international commitments; 

• Ensure involvement of relevant local authorities, non-governmental organisations and other stakeholders in relation to implementation and 

raising awareness of the 2010 biodiversity target; 

• Promote to other countries close-to-nature forest management as a means of achieving the 2010 biodiversity target, based on the Slovenian 

experience, including profiling this during CBD CoP9 and other relevant fora; 

• Prepare examples of good practice on use of wood biomass on biodiversity with particular attention to close-to-nature forest management; 

• Connect biodiversity and forest issues during the Slovenian Presidency in early 2008 to ensure coherence at the European and international 

levels between these issues and their relation to climate change, sustainable use and other matters; 

• Ensure that the 2010 target is on the agenda of the EU Forest Directors and the EU Nature Directors meeting to ensure coordinated efforts in 

linking forest and biodiversity agendas; 

• Intensify the engagement of business in the biodiversity agenda and follow up on the outcomes of the Portuguese Presidency in relation to a 

European business and biodiversity initiative; 

• Sustain existing Countdown 2010 processes at international, European and national levels, in areas such as the marine environment, forest 

protection and development cooperation, to ensure implementation of the European Commission Biodiversity Communication and other 

international commitments; 

• Strive to attend the World Conservation Congress in Barcelona in October 2008 with a Countdown 2010 commitment on a marine protected 

area; 

• Organise an international conference in Slovenia in 2010 on karst biodiversity and ensure that biodiversity aspects and the 2010 target have a 

high profile at the conference; 

• Ensure to pass responsibility for Countdown 2010 and previous European commitments on the 2010 biodiversity target to the upcoming triple 

Presidency of France, Czech Republic and Sweden; 

• Profile and report to the Countdown 2010 Secretariat on the status of implementation of these commitments on 22 May of each year. 

Ljubljana, 16 October 2007 

 

The results of the objectives set in the Countdown 2010 Declaration show that the latter have been 

implemented only partially. Although they have contributed to the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity, Slovenia has not attained the target of halting the decline of biodiversity. However, 

implementation of these commitments has to be continued to attain long-term objectives. 

15. Implementation of international conventions important for conservation of biodiversity 

OBJECTIVE: 

- To strengthen international cooperation and improve results at particular levels and between them. 
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Biodiversity-related conventions 

The Slovenian Constitution determines that laws and other regulations must comply with generally 

accepted principles of international law and with international treaties and conventions ratified by the 

Slovenian National Assembly that are binding on Slovenia. This establishes an internal hierarchy of legal 

acts in Slovenian legislation that generally accepted principles of international law and ratified 

international conventions prevail over laws and other regulations and the latter must comply with the 

former. 

The Slovenian Constitution also determines that ratified and published treaties shall be applied directly. 

Slovenia ratified all relevant treaties and conventions referring to conservation of nature. Thus they 

have become part of the Slovenian legal order. The Nature Conservation Act thus transposed into 

Slovenian legislation the substance of the ratified international treaties. Some of these refer to the 

regulation of subject matter in the law or in the implementing regulations. 

The most important ratified international treaties regulating conservation of nature and defining basic 

nature-conservation principles are the following: 

GLOBAL LEVEL 

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as waterfowl habitat – Ramsar Convention (Ramsar, 1971). - Notified in 

1992 (Official Gazette RS, no. 15/92). 

The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage – the World Heritage Convention (Paris, 1972). - Notified 

in 1992 (Official Gazette RS, no. 15/92). 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora – CITES (Washington, 1973). - Ratified in 1999 (Official 

Gazette RS-MP, no. 31/99, Official Gazette RS, no. 110/99). 

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals CMS – Bonn Convention (Bonn, 1979). - Ratified in 1998 (Official 

Gazette RS-MP, no.18/98, Official Gazette RS, no. 72/98). 

Agreement of the Conservation of African- Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds – AEWA (1995). - Ratified in 2003 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 16/03, 

Official Gazette RS, no. 16/03). 

Agreement on the Conservation of Bats in Europe – EUROBATS (1991). - Ratified in 2003 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 22/03, Official Gazette RS, 

no. 102/03). 

Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic Area – ACCOBAMS (1996). - Ratified 

in 2006 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 16/06, Official Gazette RS, no. 82/06). 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro, 1992). - Ratified in 1996 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no.7/96, Official Gazette RS, no. 30/96). 

Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean – Barcelona Convention (Barcelona, 

1976). - Ratified in 1993 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no.13/93, Official Gazette RS, no. 44/93). 

Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean (Barcelona, 1995). - Ratified in 2002 (Official 

Gazette RS-MP, no. 26/02, Official Gazette RS, no. 102/02). 

International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (Washington, 1946) - Ratified in 2006 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 15/06, Official 

Gazette RS, no. 73/06). 

International Dolphin Conservation Program (IDCP)(Washington, 1998). - Ratified in 2006 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 20/06, Official Gazette RS, 

no. 114/06). 

EUROPEAN LEVEL 

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats – Bern Convention (Bern, 1979). - Ratified in 1999 (Official 

Gazette RS-MP, no. 17/99 – Official Gazette RS, no. 55/99). 

Convention on the Protection of the Alps – Alpine Convention (Salzburg, 1991). - Ratified in 1995 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 5/95, Official 

Gazette RS, no. 19/95). 

Protocols of the Alpine Convention on spatial planning and sustainable development, conservation of nature and landscape protection, 

mountain farming, mountain forests, tourism, energy, soil conservation, transport and settlement of disputes. - Ratified in 2003 (Official 
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Gazette RS-MP, no. 28/03, Official Gazette RS, no. 123/03). 

European Landscape Convention – Florence Convention (Florence, 2000). - Ratified in 2003 (Official Gazette RS-MP, no. 19/03, Official Gazette 

RS, no. 74/03). 

 

The majority of these conventions refer to the conservation of wild plant and animal species and their 

habitats. These conventions include, in addition to the Convention on Biological Diversity, also the 

Ramsar Convention, the Bern Convention, the Bonn Convention and the International Convention for 

the Regulation of Whaling. The Alpine Convention also has a similar indirect effect, although it is very 

general in nature. However, its implementing acts and protocols for particular fields are more concrete. 

The World Heritage Convention regulates the traditional conservation of nature as conservation of 

designated parts of nature. 

Also relevant at the regional level are the Barcelona Convention and its protocol concerning specially 

Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean, and the Danube River Protection 

Convention (Danube Convention) that connects the states around the Danube and offers legislative 

grounds for implementation of national hydrological activity. 

Other relevant treaties 

Strengthening of international cooperation and improving results at particular levels and between them 

is reflected in individual areas, in particular in agriculture and forestry (FAO, CBD, CSD, etc.). It is 

reflected in partnerships with international organisations in the area of conserving biodiversity, the 

number of international projects and participation in international meetings in the area of conserving 

biodiversity in agriculture and forestry. 

In the field of biodiversity conservation in livestock farming, Slovenia primarily works alongside the 

following international organisations: FAO, ERFP, EAAP, DAGENE and SAVE. 

A report on the current situation and activities with respect to animal genetic resources in Slovenian 

agriculture is annually submitted to ERFP and published on its website: (http://www.rfp-

europe.org/template02.php?lang=EN&id=1703). 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

• To strengthen cooperation with international institutions and individual projects by exchanging 

information and good practice; 

• To present successful examples of biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of its components to 

the international public; 

• To develop priority fields of international cooperation (Convention Thematic Areas): forest ecosystems, 

inland waters and wetlands, invasive alien species, tourism, genetically modified organisms. 


