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Integration for Biodiversity in Liberia 
 

Introduction 

Liberia reported1 that the Government of Liberia has developed a national Plan of Action called the 

“Poverty Reduction Strategy”. This document contains the priority socio-economic development 

programs of action for the next three years (2008 – 2011). On page 179 of the PRS, the Government of 

Liberia pledged to “rigorously enforce Environmental Impact Assessment for all development projects 

and activities in the country”. 

The local Millennium Development Goals call for the integration of principles of sustainable 

development into country policies and programs as a way of reversing of environmental resources. With 

the EIAs and SEAs being strategic in the national development agenda, it is believed that biodiversity 

considerations will be addressed. 

Obstacles and Challenges in the Implementation of the Strategies and Actions 

Some of the major challenges affecting the implementation of the NBSAP are the lack of specific laws 

and regulations to deal with biodiversity issues. Biodiversity issues are not clearly highlighted even in 

sectors where they are essential. The other is the inability of the government to establish the 

administrative mechanism called for in the NBSAP. Once the secretariat is established and empowered, 

issues of biodiversity coordination and monitoring will be enhanced. 

Another challenge to successful management of natural resources is the availability of financial and 

human resources. It is important that government steps up support to environmental governance to 

ensure the maximum security for resources. 

Resources Availability 

The GEF and International Non-governmental Organizations primarily are the key institutions currently 

funding programs, projects and activities being implemented in Liberia. However, funding has largely 

been focused on forest biodiversity in exclusion to other thematic areas dealt with in the NBSAP. Thus, 

                                                           
1
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resources are still inadequate to effectively implement the NBSAP and for the overall coordination and 

monitoring of biodiversity programs. 

Conclusions / Way Forward 

Considering the gaps and weaknesses in the implementation of the NBSAP, it is important that future 

initiatives include the revision of the strategies and actions to match current realities. The review, 

update, or revision must take into account the building of synergies with other RIO Conventions, and 

should be done in close collaboration with ongoing regional initiatives in the implementation of the RIO 

Conventions. 

 

Sectoral and Cross-sectoral Integration or Mainstreaming 

Thematic 

Area 

Institutional 

Mandates & 

Instruments 

Mechanism for 

Mainstreaming Biodiversity 

Information 

Roles and 

Responsibilities 

Existing Research and Areas 

of focus 

Funding 

Mechanism 

Forest 

Biodiversity 

Responsible for 

forest governance; 

Instruments include: 

The Reformed 

Forestry Law of 2006, 

Forest Policy and 

Plan of Action; A 

National Wildlife Law 

is nearing completion 

and should be 

ratified by the 

National Legislature 

shortly. 

Liberia has conducted social 

biological surveys of 

proposed protected areas 

and allocated up to 950,000 

hectares to the protected 

area network with at least 

100,00 allocated per year up 

to (December 2010) as 

consistent with the suitability 

study; Using community 

forest management 

techniques to identify viable 

economic opportunities for 

communities from forest 

resources, and providing 

extension and technical 

assistance in community 

forest management; 

Conserving protected and 

important biologically diverse 

areas with an emphasis on 

providing sustainable 

livelihoods for communities 

at the fringes of the forests; 

Enhancing environmental 

benefits from forestry 

reserves through an analysis 

of potential markets for 

trading of carbon credits. 

Various institutions 

including Ministry 

of Internal Affairs, 

Environmental 

Protection Agency, 

Forestry 

Development 

Authority and 

University of 

Liberia 

Conservation with focus on 

threatened and 

endangered species 

Funding is 

provided by the 

GEF, 

International 

INGOs, 

Government of 

Liberia 

Agriculture 
Biodiversity 

Responsible for 
agricultural 
programmes. A draft 
agriculture policy has 
been completed; An 
assessment of the 
Agriculture Research 

Review the mandates of 
existing agricultural 
parastatals. Encourage, 
promote and strengthen 100 
farmers based organizations 
as the primary institutions for 
farmers cooperation with 

Ministry of 
Agriculture, NGOs, 
Civil Society 
groups. 

Agroresearch in products 
and technology, land and 
water management and 
extension communication. 

FAO, USAID 
ADR INC. 
multilateral 
institutions etc 
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Institute conducted 
to improve capacity 
and programs. 

particular emphasis on 
women and youth; Establish 
food security monitoring 
system to observe food 
security and nutrition 
indicators, and provide early 
warning of potential 
emergency Review and 
implement incentives 
measures for private sector 
investment consistent with 
the investment code as well 
as tax and revenue laws by 
2011. 

Inland 
water 

The management of 
water resources both 
underground and 
surface water. A draft 
integrated water 
management policy 
has been completed. 

Increase access to safe 
drinking water from 25-50% 
by 2011, including to 45% of 
rural population; Establish 
water quality testing facility 
nationwide with trained staff 
and necessary equipment, 
Develop or procure improved 
hydro geological information 
system etc 

Ministry of Lands, 
Mines and Energy, 
Liberia Water and 
Sewer Corporation, 
Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of 
Public Work 

Research work on ground 
water. No immediate 
actions on Inland waters 
contemplate d in present 
PRS. 

EU, 
Government of 
Liberia and 
multilateral 
institutions 

Health To improve the 
health status of 
increasing number of 
citizens, on an equal 
basis, through 
expanded access to 
effective basic health 
care, backed by 
adequate referral 
services and 
resources. A National 
Health Policy has 
been completed 
since 2008 along with 
a ten year plan of 
action 

Develop and implement 
National Health Leadership 
and management program by 
2009; Develop and finalize 
national human resource 
policy, plan and SOPs by 
2009; Expand access to 
disease prevention and 
control programs, particularly 
for HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis 
by December 2010; Develop 
and institute architectural 
standards for health 
infrastructures by 2008; 
Establish a health 
management information 
system unit by 12/2008; 
Develop a national health 
financing policy and strategic 
plan by 2009; 

The Ministry of 
Health & Social 
Welfare, EPA, 
Monrovia City 
Corporation and 
Liberia Water & 
Sewer Corporation 

Research is being done in 
area of health information 
management systems since 
2008, and three research 
initiatives are ongoing on 
health financing. 

World Health 
Organization , 
UNICEF, 
Multilateral 
and bilateral 
organization s 

Fisheries 
and 
Livestock 

Responsible to 
cultivate and develop 
programs for 
fisheries and 
livestock 

Develop a National Fishery 
Law. Law is in draft form and 
yet to be validated. 

Ministry of 
Agriculture, FAO, 
National and 
International 
NGOs. 

The Central Agriculture 
Research Institute is 
carrying on research on 
variety of seedlings and 
livestock. CARI has 35 pigs 
along with nurseries; Also 
there are 135 pigs at 
Tumutu in Bong County, 
and 35 pigs also at the Klay 
Hatchery in Bomi County. 
The Klay Center also has 13 
fish ponds and 12 ducks. At 
the Liberia Institute for 
Biomedical Research, 
research is being conducted 
on chimpanzee s. 

FAO, 
Government of 
Liberia, 
Bilateral and 
multilateral 
Institutions 

Mining Responsible for 
issuance of licenses 
for mineral 
exploitation/ 

Liberia has admitted into the 
Kimberly Process since 2007 
Reviewed and amended the 
New Minerals and Mining 

Ministry of Lands, 
Mines & Energy 

 Government of 
Liberia, 
Bilateral and 
Multilateral 
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exploration Law to be consistent with the 
National Mining Policy, Public 
Procurement and Concession 
Act, the New Forestry Law, 
the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative, the 
Kimberley Process and the 
Revenue Code since 2008; 
Reviewed and approved the 
design of a Mining Cadastre 
Information Management 
System by June 2008; 
Analyze impact of existing 
regulations on small-scaled 
miners and amend to 
facilitate small-scale mining 
and to ensure the protection 
of human rights and the 
environment by Oct. 2008. 

Institutions 

 


